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Lake County Sees Biggest Fire at Silver Bay Shopping
Daily Increase in Covid-19 Center Leaves Many Business
By Kitty Mayo
with Damage
By Christine Mallory

In addition to seeing the first Covid-19 related death in Lake
County last week, the biggest daily increase in cases (15) was
seen, as well as the largest increase over the course of a week,
adding 66 new cases in seven days.
More positive cases in congregate care have been confirmed,
as well two hospitalizations of Lake County residents. Cook
county has added at least six new cases in the last week.
Meanwhile, Minnesota surpassed expectations for rising
cases and reached 108 daily cases per 100,000 last week.
Wisconsin's numbers continue to increase with 118 per 100k,
and North Dakota outstripping everyone in the country at 180
cases per 100k.
Increased testing capacity in the region can help slow the
virus, with some new options now available:
• The DECC in Duluth. This test site has increased open
hours to seven days a week. Open to everyone regardless
of having symptoms or insurance.
• University of Wisconsin-Superior. This site recently
opened to Wisconsin and Minnesota residents for rapid
testing.
Find
more
at:
https://
www.doineedacovid19test.com/
• At-Home Testing/Vault. All Minnesotans can now order
tests to take at home. Order your test at: https://
learn.vaulthealth.com/state-of-minnesota/
Thanksgiving recommendations from Dr. Michael
Osterholm, CIDRAP-U of M, and recent appointee to the
Biden-Harris Covid-19 taskforce:
• Do not use mass public transport. Do not fly.
• Do not gather with other family members/households for
Thanksgiving unless you have quarantined for two weeks
prior to gathering.
• Osterholm says “This is our Covid year, we have to do it
differently and get through it so we can celebrate together
next year.”
• Feel empowered. Osterholm recommends finding alternate ways to celebrate holiday traditions: using virtual
meetings/dinners, dropping dinner off, calling loved ones
to tell them you are thankful for them, and promising that
staying apart this year will save lives so we can gather
together in the future.
• Find weekly podcasts from Osterholm here: https://
www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/podcasts-webinars.

Local Fire Departments responded to
the Silver Bay Shopping Center mid
morning last Tuesday to a report of a
possible fire.
According to the Silver Bay Fire
Department’s Captain, Eric Berquist,
the fire had started in the ceiling of the
State Farm office. The fire is still under investigation, but they believe it
possibly started due to a malfunction
in the motor of the furnace which is located in the ceiling above State Farm’s
back office. The fire was quickly contained, yet a significant amount of
smoke had made its way into surrounding businesses within the shopping center leaving smoke damage.

Vicki’s License Bureau will be
closed until further notice due to the
smoke damage sustained to the business. State Farm Insurance office doors
are also closed, but are available by
phone for customers until they can
open up a storefront again. Some of
the other businesses in the building affected by the fire are North Shore Area
Partners, H&R Block, and Bri-Esa’s
company office.
North Shore Barber Shop, All-inOne Fitness & Tanning, and Skalicky
Insurance Agency businesses are in a
separate building, so they did not receive any of the smoke damage and
are open for business as usual.

Veteran's Day 2020 in Knife River
By Paul Von Goertz
It was a historic day for
Knife River. The town was
gifted with a flagpole - one
the community can claim
as its own. It was donated
by a KR family, the family
of Albert Wieme, and is on
land leased to a KR nonprofit by a governing body
comprised of elected officials charged with representing the best interests of
their constituents.
The Two Harbors American Legion Post rifle squad fired sev-

On Veteran's Day, a flag eral volleys during the course of the "First Flag Raising" cerwas raised for the very first emony on Veteran's Day at the Knife River Heritage & Cultural Center. Photo credit: Christian von Goertz.
time in a memorable “First
Flag Raising” ceremony
conducted by the Two Harbors American Legion Post 109, supported by UMD Air Force ROTC cadets.

Fresh snow and blue skies formed the perfect backdrop as Old Glory was slowly
unfurled, and when released by an attending ROTC cadet, a perfectly-timed gentle
gust of wind allowed its full 7' x 10' breadth to be admired by all as it was slowly
raised. A moment of unplanned silence followed as all in attendance reflected on
the moment.
You can see the whole ceremony using this link: https://youtu.be/
jLae5Empnrc or use this title in YouTube “Search”: First Flag Raising: Knife River Heritage and Cultural Center
What the video does not capture is the emotional essence of the
moment felt by those in attendance.
Many thanks to Jim Allert for shooting and editing the video and
making it available for all those unable to attend, or concern for COVID
safety.
The KRHCC asked Jim Latvala, Post Commander, to take charge
of the ceremony and the KRHCC would help in any way. Post members knew exactly what to do from opening prayer by Chaplain Chris
Belfield, to rifle salute, to collecting shell casings for presentation to
members of the Albert Wieme family.
Chaplain Belfield in his opening remarks eloquently explained why
we honor and celebrate our veterans and all who served. He reminded
those in attendance of the important and somewhat unique ways the
KR community supported our country's efforts in its World Wars.
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“It was those from Knife River who served in the Merchant Marine,
built the wooden boards that helped win the Battle of the North Atlantic, and the fisherman that kept the nation supplied with fresh herring,
throughout the wars,” said Chaplain Belfield.
In addition to about 20 Post members and eight cadets, an estimated
60 - 70 people from KR and surrounding area attended the ceremony
with nearly all practicing social distancing.
A formal dedication of the flagpole to service members of the Wieme
family will be held on Memorial Day, 2021.

