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MIDWEEK AND HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
Wednesdays

Palm Sunday

April 3rd, April 10th
5:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:15 PM
7:00 PM

April 13
April 14
Maundy Thursday April 18
Good Friday
April 19
Vigil of Easter
April 20
Easter
April 21

Movie Study
Youth Drop in
Meal
Worship Service

5:00 PM Worship
10:00 AM Worship
12 Noon & 7:00 PM Worship
7:00 PM Worship
5:00 PM Worship
8:00 AM Worship
8:30 AM Breakfast begins
9:15 AM Easter Parade
9:30 AM Easter Egg Hunt
10:00 AM Worship

Signs of God’s Grace
Let us press on to know the LORD; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers,
like the spring rains that water the earth. – Hosea 6:3
They say April showers bring May flowers. Many people don’t like rain, because it keeps us indoors and
stops the sun from shining. But the rains are needed. They water the earth and provides the beauty we find
in springtime. The rain is one sign of God’s grace that continues to pop up in our lives. In fact, if we look
around, we will see those signs all around us in the new growth that comes after our brutal weather. We find
it in the beauty of nature, and it emerges from its cold sleep of winter. We feel it in the warmth of the sun as
the days get longer. We see it in the colors of the flowers as they bloom. God’s grace is found in the many
ways that God provides for our daily needs: food, clothing, and shelter.
God’s grace is most visible in the celebration of Easter. Through the death and resurrection of our Lord, we
find the grace that gives us eternal life. It comes to us in another form of water: the water of baptism. It feeds
our soul by the bread and wine we celebrate with: the body and blood of our Lord. It sustains us through the
love of God that we find with our brothers and sisters in Christ. The Church offers us this grace whenever we
gather to worship and remember Jesus and his promises to us.
Hope springs eternal, and God’s grace is as sure as the spring rains. May Holy Week and the Easter season
fill you with everything good – all that comes from having God’s grace in our lives.
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CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MINUTES

Sunday, February 10, 2019
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 11:55 a.m. Suzanne Hann
moved that we accept the minutes from the last meeting as written.
Treasurer’s Report: Salem experienced very low giving in the month of January, due mainly to the extreme weather, and also to a glitch in the electronic giving
system. We also had to pay most of our insurance premiums this month, which was
a significant expense. Nancy Patterson distributed a new finalized budget with all of
the changes made at the Congregational meeting. We have a volunteer (Darren
Klocke’s father) who is willing to assist us with and provide us with his Trivia Night
kit. A subcommittee consisting of Suzanne Hann, Miranda Luder and Nancy Patterson was formed. We will sign up for the next available date for a Pizza Ranch fundraiser and are looking into doing a new order of tshirts and spirit wear.
Pastor’s Report: In 2015, Salem averaged 150 people in worship per weekend;
in 2018 that average had fallen to 103 people per weekend. This is why we must
find new members. We have a strong youth program, but need to find a better way
to get the word out. We must send a letter to the congregation with the revised
budget and a reminder that we need to have more giving to accomplish the budget
we passed in the Congregational Meeting.
At the advice of our insurance representative, we are looking at getting a new insurance underwriter.
Donations have been made to pay for devotionals and for gluten-free bread. Julie
McCurdy is looking into the possibility of holding another supply drive.
Nancy Patterson moved that we use funds to purchase 8 new home communion
kits, spending up to $200.
Old Business:
We will supply refreshments to the Andover service. Karin Martin will lead this effort.
New internet provider – Steve Morford and Pastor Willers will handle this. Easement
paperwork has been signed, notarized and sent.
New Business:
Pete Davidson received a phone call asking about the roof as plaster falling on the
third floor. The Auditorium roof is leaking. Rick Jones believes this is coming from
around the feet of the air conditioning units on the roof. He must wait until the weather warms enough. We are still overdue with the Elevator inspection required by the
Fire Marshall. Rick will take care of this.
Miranda Luder asked how to request memorial funds for the learning program. She
could be approved to spend up to $200 at a time, and would need to provide receipts. Once the $200 is spent, she may request an additional $200.
Pastor has an upcoming meeting with the Long Range Planning Committee. One
thing they are looking at is the development of alternative, on-going revenue
streams.
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 12:42 p.m with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Rita Gustafson, Secretary
FINANCIAL INFORMATION

ATTENDANCE FOR MARCH

YTD as of 2/30/2019
March 2/3
March 6/9/10
March 13/16/17
March 20/23/24
Avg. of all services

WED

5 PM

68
23
28
40

17
30
32
31
28

10 AM

69
64
68
48
62

Total

86
162
123
107
130

Income

$30,407

Expenses

$37,042

Difference

$(6,635)

UPCOMING EVENTS
LENTEN MOVIE STUDY
Join us on Wednesdays during Lent for a twist on our usual Book study. This year, Pastor Randy will
lead discussions based on movies. Movies will be shown in their entirety on Friday at 6:30 PM. It will be
discussed in class on the following Sunday at 8:45 AM and the following Wednesday at 5:30 PM.
March 29

April 5

Life is Beautiful: When an open-minded Jewish librarian and his son become
victims of the Holocaust, he uses a perfect mixture of will, humor, and imagina
tion to protect his son from the dangers around their camp.
Jesus of Montreal: A group of actors put on an unorthodox, but acclaimed Passion Play
which incites the opposition of the Catholic Church while the actors' lives themselves
begin to mirror the Passion itself.

Heads-up and mark your calendars for “Roar” Vacation Bible School,
July 8-12, 9am-Noon. The focus will be "Life is Wild, God is Good!"
Station leaders, volunteers and Crew Leaders are needed (8th grade
- adult) Station Leaders are the core of our Vacation Bible School.
These are the people who prepare and teach the daily materials.
Crew Leaders walk children from station to station, assist VBS teachers, and interact with kids! This job is for teens that are going into 8th
grade and older who want to assist with the VBS program. Adults are
welcome to be Crew Leaders too! (Teens that have just finished 7th
grade are welcome to attend as Crew Leaders or as participants).
Please let me or Miranda know if you or your teen is interested. "Let
the good times roar!"

Join the Salem Congregational Council for

EASTER BREAKFAST
Sunday, April 21 – 8:30 – 10:00 a.m.
Hard-boiled eggs colored by Salem’s children and youth, baked goods, fruit and beverages will be served.
A free-will offering will be taken with proceeds going to Salem’s RRR Fund.
New this year: This year, Salem members are invited to create and donate a special Easter Basket for
raffle on Easter morning. Easter baskets may be geared toward children, youth or adults, and should be
brought to the kitchen by Palm Sunday, April 14.
Questions? Contact Rita Gustafson at 309-721-7363.
We hope to see you there!

YOUTH
YOUTH GROUPS
Egg-cellent Easter Egg Dying Party
(Beginner’s through teens)
April 19th - 10:00-11:30AM
Join us on Good Friday (April 19) as we decorate and dye
Easter eggs for the Easter Breakfast and play some super
fun games. We have lots of eggs to decorate for the Easter
Breakfast. ALL AGES WELCOME. Program starts at 10:0011:30AM. Contact Sally Patterson with RSVP and/or if you
wish to donate some hard boiled eggs.

Sunday School News, 8:45AM
Beginner’s Department (ages 0-4) is full of
energy! Come and join us each Sunday
morning in the Nursery as we learn about
Jesus as we play.
Elementary Sunday School (ages 5-6th
grade) will spend much of April learning
about Communion and have an Earth Day
lesson. This group meets in the music
room of 1st floor.
Jr. High/High School SUNDAY'S COOL!
(7th thru 12th grade) Come for a great time
of fellowship and hands-on learning of
God's word. This age group meets in the
Youth Room.
Easter Schedule for Sunday School
**On April 21st (Easter) there will be NO
Sunday School, but there will be an Easter
Parade (9:15am) and Egg Hunt (9:30am)
for children 6th grade & under. Worship
times are 8:00AM and 10:00AM.

Wednesday Nights
Teen Drop In (6:00-7:00PM) – 7th grade & Up. Laid back, come as you are, environment to play games,
ping pong, and just hang out with friends. (Lenten Worship service begins at 7PM).
NO DROP-IN ON April 17 and 24th!!! Youth Room will be closed for Holy Week and service project.

Confirmation Camp

Watch your email and
facebook for information
about more upcoming
God Star and Jr/Sr high
events in April!

On June 23-27, three of our Confirmands
will be attending Confirmation Camp at Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center (LOMC).
We will be able to experience the
“awesomeness” of God through nature
hikes, games, singing, canoeing, archery,
service projects, Bible study, devotions, and
late night campfires. Planning to go are
Becca Cramer, Alison Locander, and Josh
Morrow.

We need donations of hard-boiled eggs for our
Easter Breakfast on April 16th. Children will decorate these eggs at the Easter Egg party on April
19th. Please cook and drop off eggs by April 19th.
(If you cannot cook the eggs, we will. But they need
to be brought to church by April 16th)

Spring Cleaning is on the schedule
for Saturday April 27th at 9:00 AM .
Watch the enews and weekly announcements for more details!

Thank you Salem for supporting Girl Scouts by purchasing
cookies this year. Proceeds of cookies sales go to our local council, our troop directly and then to the girls in prizes
and cookie credits to use for camps. Both Macy and
Grace attend a week long day camp at Black Hawk State
park every year.
Thanks again for your abundant generosity.
Macy & Julie McCurdy
Grace & Amanda Bergeson

Dear Salem Family,
Hey, how is everybody doing? I hope you all are staying warm these days. I know it has been a little
while since I wrote you guys but I am proud to tell you that I completed my GED the second week of January
and finished as a top student out of the few other people that graduated, and on February 28th I attended
graduation and gave a speech there on how much it meant to me and my family that I completed school and
that was fun.
But anyway, that is the big stuff that happened to me since the last time I wrote you guys. Otherwise I
play cards and dominoes with my friends and work out outside and in the gym every day except Sunday. I
hope all of you are safe and warm in this weather and I can’t wait to hear back from you!
God bless you!

Sincerely, Andrew Doyle

FROM THE PARISH NURSE
Easter
Let the whole world join us in this happy day for Christ, the Lord of Life, is risen. Easter is a time to be thankful and rejoice for the gift of life, love, and joy. I have gathered some famous quotes to remind of us the wonderful day that I would like to share with you.

“The resurrection gives our lives meaning and
direction and the opportunity to start over no
matter what our circumstances are.”
“Our Lord has promised resurrection, look at
the leaves in the springtime. “
“Easter is a time to rejoice, be thankful, and be
assured that all is forgiven so life extends beyond the soil of earth.”
“Earths saddest day and gladdest day, just 3 days apart.”
“The great gift of Easter is hope and confidence in God.”
“A man who as completely innocent, offered himself as a sacrifice for the good of others, including his enemies, and became the rescuer of the world.”
“Easter is meant to be a symbol of hope, renewal, and new life.”
Our prayer for you Lord is that we lift our hearts to you knowing that we are one with the risen Christ, our
eyes to you for the promises in your word, our prayers to you to sustain us and keep us and be with us always and lift our voices to you and forever praise you. Amen
I wish all of you a Joyous Easter on this very meaningful celebrated day.

Melody, Parish Nurse

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Members of the
Salem Sunday
School sang
during the
Offering on
March 17th

Notes from the Organist
O Sacred Head Now Wounded [#351 Red Hymnal]
Based on a lengthy medieval Latin poem, Salve Mundi Salutare, each stanza addresses the various parts of
Christ’s body hanging on the cross (the feet, the knees, the hands, the pierced side, the breast, the heart,
and the face). The poem had been attributed to Bernard of Clairvaux (1091-1153), but is now attributed to
the Medieval poet Arnulf of Leuven (died 1250).
There are many English translations.
An Anglican vicar in Oxfordshire, John Gambold begins his 1752 translation with “O Head so full of bruises”.
In 1861, Sir Henry Baker began his translation with “ O sacred head surrounded by crown of piercing thorn”.
Catherine Winkworth’s translation began “Ah wounded Head! Must Thou”.
The English poet Robert Bridges 1899 translation reads “O sacred Head, sore wounded, defiled and put to
scorn”. This version is found in the 1940, 1982 and 1986 Episcopal hymnals.
Karen Lynn Davidson’s translation , “O Savior, Thou Who Wearest a Crown”, was published in The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 1985 book.
The original tune, written by Hans Leo Hassler in 1601, was based on a secular love song (Confused are all
my feelings. A tender maid’s the cause.). The tune was rhythmically simplified by German Johann Cruger in
1656. Johann Sebastian Bach arranged the melody and used five stanzas of the hymn in four different settings in his St. Matthew Passion. With different words, Bach used the tune in his Christmas Oratorio. Bach’s
beautiful harmonies can be heard in Amy Grant’s a cappella (solo only, no accompaniment) recording.
Franz Liszt included an arrangement of this hymn in the sixth station, Saint Veronica, of his Via Crucis
(Stations of the Cross). The melody of “American Tune” by Paul Simon is based on this hymn. Peter, Paul &
Mary and the Dave Brubeck Trio performed “Because all men are brothers” on their album “Summit Sessions”. (Ref: H. Henry & F. Browne)
Bach gave us God’s word.
Mozart gave us God’s laughter.
Beethoven gave us God’s fire.
God gave us music, that we may pray without words.
Ilga

NEW MEMBERS
Two new members were received into out Salem
family on March 3rd. They are sisters, Lisa Kinney
and Kristina “Tina” Lagerquist.
Lisa is a vendor for Walmart. Her family includes her
husband Mike, three sons; Tristan at home, Jordan
who recently moved out, and the oldest son Eric,
who has given her two grandsons and has helped
his significant other raise her daughter. Lisa and
Mike have two Pomeranians and two cats. She enjoys walking, reading and working the newspaper’s
daily crossword.
Sister Kristina Lagerquist, who prefers to be called
Tina, is a widow. She is a substitute teacher, teaching on both sides of the river. She prefers teaching
junior and senior high students but has also taught
in elementary schools.
Tina has one daughter, Alexis Cirinell whose daughter, Cassandra Farnsworth attends Sunday School
here at Salem. Attending her granddaughters activities are part of Tina’s routine. She also enjoys travel, history, music, and dancing.

Sunday School Wish list:
1. Beginner’s Department needs small water bottles
(with water) for snack time.
2. We have two round tables in the nursery that we
buy throw away plastic tableclothes for almost every
holiday. The disposable ones never fit and we end
up having to tape the excess up under the table. If
there might be someone handy with a sewing machine that could make a few wipeable and washable
tableclothes (cause we tend to have messy projects) with plastic around the outside, like the ones
for outdoor patio tables we would be very grateful.
The holidays we usually celebrate are Halloween,
Christmas, Valentines Day, St Patrick’s Day, Easter
and sometimes Earth Day and Birthdays.

Round table and tablecloth in action!

PICTURE PAGE

Salem Youths help prepare for communion

The Lenten season began on Ash Wednesday,

Pastor Randy is ready for his Lenten Movie Study.

Evergreens in March learned about Heart Health

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
1:00 Serenity
Circle

2
10:00 Staff
Meeting
6:00 Diakonia

3
5:30 Lenten
Movie Study
6:00 Youth Drop
in
6:15 Free-will
Lenten Meal
7:00 MidWeek
Lenten Services

4
8:00Maintenance
Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study
6:00 Worship
Committee

5
6:30 Lenten
Movie Showing

6
5:00 Worship

7
8:45 Adult Forum
8:45 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Service

8

9
9:30 Polka
Band
10:00 Staff
Meeting
6:00 Diakonia

10
12:30 Questers
5:30 Lenten
Movie Study
6:00 Youth Drop
in
6:15 Free-will
Lenten Meal
7:00 MidWeek
Lenten Services

11
8:00 Maintenance
Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study
5:30 Finance
Committee

12

13
5:00 Worship

14 Palm Sunday
8:45 Adult Forum
8:45 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Service
11:00 Council
Meeting

15

16
10:00 Staff
Meeting
12noon Evergreens

17

18 Maunday
Thursday
8:00 Maintenance
Crew
11:15 Meal
12noon Service
5:30 Lenten Movie Study
6:15 Meal
7:00 Service

19 Good Friday
10:00 Egg –
stavaganza
7:00 Service

20
Easter Vigil
5:00 Worship

21 Easter
8:00 Service
8:30 Brunch
9:15 Parade
9:30 Easter Egg
Hunt
10:00 Service

22 Earth Day
Newsletter
Deadline

23
9:30 Polka
Band
10:00 Staff
Meeting
11:00 Support
Group
6:00 Diakonia

24
6:00 Adult
Christian Ed.
6:00 Confirmand
Project
7:00 Confirmation

25
8:00 Maintenance
Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study

26
Newsletter Collating

27
9:00 Spring
Cleaning
5:00 Worship

28
8:45 Adult Forum
8:45 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Service
Green Team
Recognition

29
Deadline to
Turn in items
for Health Kits

30
10:00 Staff
Meeting
6:00 Diakonia

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
April

Wed4/3
ConfirmReaders
ands

Communion
Assistants

4/7
TBA

Wed 4/10
4/14
ConfirmTBA
ands

Wendy Hilton-Morrow,
Matthew
N/A
Morrow, Lorynn Eis

N/A

Julie &
Todd
McCurdy

Assisting Rene Robin- Dick Fislar/ Jim
Jim Kernan Kernan
Minister son
Acolytes
Children’s
Moment

Selah Jaggers

Alison
Locander

N/A

Pastor Randy
N/A
Willers

Cathy Bigelow/
Kathy
Hotchkiss

Thurs 4/18 Fri 4/19
TBA

TBA

Noon: Bonnie Lartz,
Eileen
Prusator
7PM:
Stephanie
Eliott,
Mary Fislar

N/A

TBA

8am
Stephanie
Eliott,
Margie
Hulsbrink Bonnie
Casper,
10am:Kar Bonnie
en &
Lartz
Frank Ege,
Becky
VanErstve
lde

7PMRene
Robinson

Jon Gustafson

Kassandra Becca
Miller
Cramer
Sally Patterson

4/28

TBA

Jim Kernan Dick Fislar

TBA

Cathy Bigelow/Jim
Ketna
Alison
Locander

N/A

N/A

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
4/2
4/3
4/4
4/5
4/6
4/6
4/7
4/10
4/12
4/13
4/14
4/15
4/15
4/15
4/15
4/16
4/17
4/18

Easter
4/21

TBA

Noon–
Cathy B

Altar Guild: Bonnie Lar tz

Amy Lartz Swinehart
Loryann Eis
Joseph Morrow
Bethany Kump
Ella DeJonghe
Becky Leuck
Wanda Edwards
Merlin Swanson
Justin Yuvan
Erin Geyer
Darren Klocke
Jakob Beierlein
Bob Faussett
Sara Laufer O’Neill
Kassandra Miller
James Tillberg
Connor Leuck
Stephanie Cramer

Sat 4/20

Linda Davidson
Ben Leuck
Eileen Prusator
Jeffrey Rivera
Griffin Trapkus
Connor Trapkus
Alison Locander
Victor Hann
Patricia Tollerud
Betty Pyevich
Rodger Lundgren
Paul Wolff
Mary Anthony
Ann Miller
Travis Staes
Kayla Gustafson
Aiden Hardin

4/18
4/18
4/18
4/19
4/19
4/19
4/21
4/21
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/26
4/28
4/28
4/29
4/29
4/29

N/A

Pastor
Randy
Willers

Sally Patterson

Salem Lutheran Church

April 2019

1724 - 15th Street
Moline, IL 61265
309-764-5614
E-mail: salem@salemmoline.org
Web: www.salemmoline.org

Change Service Requested
Saturday 5:00 pm
Worship with Communion
Sunday 10:00 AM
Worship with Communion
Office Hours: Monday - Friday
8:00 am to Noon
Rev. Dr. Randy Willers
309-292-0881
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FELLOWSHIP
WELCA Meetings
Serenity Circle: April 1, 1:00 PM Patti Tollerud, hostess Serenity circle
meets in the lounge at Salem.

EVERGREENS
Evergreenswill gather in the Auditorium at noon on April 16th for a 78 RPM
Reunion. Do you have any old 78 RMP records at home? Any favorites that you haven’t listened to in decades? It can be Big Band, well
known singers, or just hit songs of the
time. Bring them to Evergreens and
share those tunes with us! Our menu
consists of Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes with gravy, mixed vegetables, and
dessert for a cost of $8. Please sign up
in the narthex if you plan to attend, and
we hope to see you there!

