The Christian’s Battle With Evil

Dangers Facing Christianity

Welcome

|t is a pleasure to have you with us this hour. Dur endeavar is to
worship God in Spirit and in Truth by adhering to the scriptures in
all that we do and teach.

|f you desire to have a private Bible Study
at your convenience, let us know.
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Grow
“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ” (2 Peter 2:18).

You watched your children and your grandchildren grow. You think,
“They have grown in wisdom and stature, in favor with God and
man,” and you are pleased, not with yourself, but with the growth of
your children.

Personal growth can often be hindered, or advanced, by internal, as
well as external conditions. The Apostle Peter said, “as newborn
babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without guile, that ye may
grow thereby unto salvation” (1 Peter 2:2).

Growth has prerequisites: (1) Be free from sin: the Apostle Peter said,
“Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all guile, and hypocrisies,
and envies, and all evil speaking” (1 Peter 2:1). (2) Spiritual rest: Jesus
said, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest” (Matthew 11:28)

(Continued, Pg. 2)




(Grow!, Continued)

(3) Spiritual food: “Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). (4)
Exercise: “But solid food is for fullgrown men, even those who by
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern good and
evil” (Hebrews 5:14).

When the conditions for growth are met, the child of God will
continue to grow by means of personal development: “Yea, and
for this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith
supply virtue; and in your virtue knowledge; and in your
knowledge self-control; and in your self-control patience; and in
your patience godliness; and in your godliness brotherly
kindness; and in your brotherly kindness love” (2 Peter 1:5-7).

When the Apostle Paul spoke of Israel, he said, “For | bear them
witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge. For being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and
seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves
to the righteousness of God” (Romans 10:3). In this text
righteousness is a standard, more specifically, God’s standard. If
a man does not subject himself to God’s standard, or according
to the knowledge of God, he will develop his own, and when he
does so, he is “self-righteous.” Zeal, yes; zeal that is according to
the knowledge of God, no. The Apostle Peter said, “And if ye call
on him as Father, who without respect of persons judgeth
according to each man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning
in fear: knowing that ye were redeemed, not with corruptible
things, with silver or gold from your vain manner of life handed
down from your fathers; but with precious blood, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot, even the blood of Christ: who
was foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world, but
was manifested at the end of the times for your sake, who
through him are believers in God, that raised him from the dead,
and gave him glory; so that your faith and hope might be in God”
(1 Peter 1:17-21). ret

The Christian’s Battle with Evil Il

I. Man’s Battle with Evil:

A.
B.

C.

1 Kgs. 3:9; Isa. 5:18-23 — Good and Evil exist.

Job 1:1; Eccl. 7:29 — God made man upright, i.e., straight;
right, pleasing, correct (DBD).

1Jn. 3:4; 5:17; Rom. 5:12-14 — Then, lawlessness came into
the world.

Eccl. 7:29 — “but they have sought out many inventions,” “by
implication to strive after” (Strong’s).

Every man knows he has sinned:

1. Psa. 51:3 — “For | know my transgressions...”
2. Psa. 38:18; 1 Jn. 1:5-10; 2 Cor. 7:10 — Repentance is
essential.

Il. Physical and Spiritual Death:
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Eccl. 12:7; Heb. 9:27 — Death is assured.

Death = “separation”: Physical and Spiritual

Eph. 2:1-2 — dead through trespasses

Isa. 59:1-2 — Sins separate, i.e., man died spiritually.
Rom. 5:6-11 — From death to life

1Jn. 1:1-9 — “ye also may have fellowship”

I1l. Conclusion:

A.

w

Heb. 9:28; Matt. 25:23 — Man will either find favor with
God...

2 Thess. 1:9-10 — or, suffer punishment

Eph. 2:2-7; 2 Tim. 4:8; Josh. 24:14-15 — The choice is ours to
make.

SOLOMON SAYS

| returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift,
nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet
riches to men of understanding, nor yet favor to men of skill; but
time and chance happeneth to them all.

(Ecclesiastes 9:11)



