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REFLECTIONS
By Wade Anderson

Heallo everyone and Meamy Christrmas!

I knio that this time of year, as Thanksgiving and Christmas roll around, can sometimes cause us all to reflect and feal
alone. Even though you may not be with your families right now we want you all to know that your Shwereesers bt (3 firta
family is always here, We decided this yvear to gather some othars from the church body to send some of thair love your
way as well. Your church family doesn't just consist of SX3 (3% but of MANY others that pray for and support this ministry in
many different ways throughout the body of Christ. Together we all wish you a very Mammy Christmas

In Psalm 103:2, David is encouraging himself whan he says, "Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits
we Then in Psalm 105:5 David again 2ays, "Remember the wonders He has done, His miracles, ..." Sowhal does this
mean’? Well, we all know what great affect our natural senses have on our memornies. Meaning, just a simple smell in the
air or taste of something and the pages of our memones will bagin 1o roll back through the years and events until it
connects the two together again. When David was saying "forget not™ he was actually telling himself to reflect back and
ramember what God has already been faithful in doing in our lives to date. And seeing as how God is the same yesterday,
today and forever what He has been faithful in doing He will continue to be and do! God caring for and loving us doesn't
hinge on whather we are good all of the time or nol. God loves unconditionally and He s2es us through the Blood of
Jesus.

Then as we lock back over in Psalm 103:3-§ again we see that David begins to make a shor list of things o remind
himself of. 1) He forgives ALL of our sins, 2) He heals ALL our diseases, 3) He has redeemed our lives from the pit, 4) He
crowns us with love and compassion, 5) He salisfies our desires with good things, 6) He renews us to our youth like the
eagles, 7) He works righteousness and justice for ALL the oppressed.

Now 1 déon™t know about all of you but for myself, when | reflect back to what and where my life was even 10 years ago my
memaory doasn't paint such a great picture. But when | mowve those memory pages up a couple of yvears and reflect on
even that very first day that Jesus came into my life my heart is filled with joy to even the point of happy tears. As we
reflact and remember ALL that Chrigt has done in us, for us and threugh us | believe those things alona should cause us
to, "Give praise to the Lord, proclaim His name, make known among the nation’s what He has done. Sing to Him,
sing praise to Him; tell of ALL His wonderful acts.” (Psalm 105:1-2)

S0 whenever you're days don’t seem lo be so great don't allow the enemy to steal your joy, instead let me encourage you
to sit dewn for a minute or two and begin o reflect back on the situations that Jesus has been there for you, the things
that He has helped you change in yourselves the things you never could seem to change on your own and ALL the times
He has simply comforted you where nothing else could. At that point | believe you will begin to truly understand thatl you're
NEVER alone! He has NOT left you nor will He everl

Celebrate this Christmas knowing that you are not alone, Jesus is always with you, and so is the love and encouragement
of your Shwrcomers for (Sfrist family. We love you and you are in our hearts.

All Of Qur Days Count
By Arthur L.

When brother 'Duck” came at me asking me (o write something hopeful and encouraging for this Christmas issue of the
neswslatter | was delighted. So | prayed about it and, well, this is what the Holy Spirit gave me.

I can recall just eight and a half months ago standing in the Sally port full of hope, joy and nervous anticipation as | said
farewell to my long time companions on the morning of my parcle date. It seemed as if though I'd spent the betier part of
the last decade of my life in limbo waiting to rajoin society and tha free world as if my life would begin again once | was
free from my incarceration. When in reality my life began again when | was bom again and | gave my life to Jesus Christ
in November 2010,

I said all of that 1o say this; although the days of incarceration are some of the most difficult and trying times in our lives,
they are still inclusive and count among the days of our lives, The point is to make those days oount for Chnist and the
Kingdom of od

There are S0 Many men among you, who are still there doing their time, and othars who have gone on to see their parole
who God used o help shape and mold me for what He is doing in my life even now! So, | for one thank God for D.O.C.
and all that He was able to do in and through my life while | had to be there,

The Word says we are to redeem the time bacause the days are evil. God has afforded us the luxury of sparing our lives
and separating us from our envircnment and selting us apart so thal we might hear His voica. | know I'm not the only
manfiwoman amang us who has heard His veice calling in their lives. The calling s from God, the Blessing is found in the
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respanse of each man'woman's heart, The Scripture says, "Repent therefore, that converted, 50 that your sins may
be blotted out and times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord. " (Acts 3:19) Brothers and sisters
that doesn't scund too bad to me! Times of refreshing is as welcome as the first day of Spring after a long hard Winter!
After vears of suffering at our own hand, behind the consequences of our own sin!

I said all of thal 1o say this; brothers and sister's DO NOT waist the days you have been afforded to separate yourselves
from this world. Instead, set yourselves apart for God's purpose in youwr life!

Fund raisers, commissary and visits never seem 1o come around quickly enough, but in the free world life comes at you
like a falling ton of bricks at imes. S0, use the ime you have there 1o draw close 1o Jesus. Learn of Him, begin 1o know
Him, search for more of His characier and His nalure, Let the mindset that was in Christ Jesus be in you. Let His Spirit
lead you and guide you in all that you do. In a healthy and simpla prayer life and time spent in the Word of God you will
nct only find yourself closer to Jesus, but you will find that you know Him. If's a simple choice that leads to life, and life
more abundantly! Brothers and sisters do not waste these days of your incarceration, the days of your life, they all count,

You want to know what one of the earmarks of a true disciple is? It's that when the disciple speaks and acts it is obvious
to the workd that this manfwoman has been with Christ!

Today, | have been free from that old prison for eight and a half months. | praise God for ALL that He has done and is
doing even now. | am attending a lithe bilingual Pantecostal church near my home. God has bleassed my life in restoring
myy refationship with my children and other estranged family members. | have friends that love me and a wonderiul job. I'm
blessed with cars, 2 Harley Davidson motoreycles and the little things that give me joy, But the most important thing He
has blessed me with is the opportunity to be a witness to the life changing power of Jesus Christ, before men! Love 1o vou
all in Chrst, AND MERRY CHRISTMAS!!

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
By Tracy and Deb K.

"She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus (the Greek form of the Hebrew word Joshua, which
means Savior), for He will save His people from their sins [that is, prevent them from falling and missing the true
end and scope of life, which is God)]." (Matthew 1:21 Amplified)

WOW! | don't know about you, but | love this translation! He will prevent us from failing and missing the true end and
scope of life, which is God!

He is the true end, He is the scope of life and He is the reason for the Christmas season ... may we always keep that in
our hiearts and on our minds, God gawve His greatest Gift to us on that first Chnstmas day and may the wonder of that Gift
always guide and light your way!

Merry Christmas to ALL the (Swrcomers for (S firist Family! And may God richly bless you alll

Merry Christmas
By The Chilson Family

Greetings and Dlessings to youw in the name of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus.

Hello brothers and sisters on the "Inside’, | just wanted to take a minute and lat you all know that through these next
holiday months you are NOT forgotten. Mot only are my family and | constantly thinking of the ones who are away from
their families during this season, but our heavenly Father is with you, He loves you and He will NEVER forsake you, As
you are reading this short greeting remember 1o pass it on to others as well.

In Galatians 3.26 we read, "For you all are sons fand daughters) of God through faith in Christ Jeswus."” Don'l forget
that in the body of Christ we are all together, so pass it on. You may have an opportunity sitting right next to you just
waiting for the Word of God to be introduced to them. Keep spreading the Good News while keeping in mind Romans
328 "30 we are made right with God throwgl faith and not by obeying the law. " Keep your eyes focused on the
Father and stay on your knees because that's what makes the enemy afraid and weak, Mearry Christmas from Cory of
Lormy's Corner.

Hello Amazing people. How are you all doing? You probably know that Christmas is right around the cormer. Do you know
what Christmas truly 157 IU's the day we celebrate Jesus’ birthday! Don't forget to tell Him Happy Birthday!!l | pray all of you
will get some Christmas blessing. Anyways, | just wanted to say hello and remind you all of the frue meaning of Christ-
mas. Make sure you keep your eyas focused on God, both in and out of there, God bless you and have a Merry Christ-
mas. ... K.C.

.. Confinuved on page 9
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Thon t worry about annthing instead pran about cocrnthing Cell Hod what mon necd and thank S3im for
all S3 bas done Philippians 4:6 (NLT)

Pramer Requests
B | arm writing this letter to you, | am in 5.HLU. (the hale), for
some drugs that were found in my cell mates bunk, but they
lacked all three of us up and gave us™write ups’, <o I'm stress-
ing over that, Look, | never knew the guy had any drugs. The
Lord knows | didn't know about them. 5o, please pray for my
situation, I've been gone 13 years and have never had a dirty
drug screen or been busted with drugs in jail | am getting
shiort, 1 go homee et year and | ain't going to have drugs
near me that could keep me here any longer. | have an unge
50 bad tago home. My people are dying, getting old and
everything else, | just want to be with them. 5o, please pray
tor my situation and have everyone you can pray for me also.
Well, since being in the hole, | have been reading my Bible
and reading a book by Charles Stanley, | want so badly to be
back living in nghteousness for the Lord, Well, an old Tennes-
see boy needs prayer. Alsg, | have a friend named Alexander
whia is struggling with some issues, so have everyone pray
for him and my family, | want to thank you all for your service
and dedication to the Lord ... J.T.

I have a very desperate prayer request. My mom is 88 years
old and the only family | have. | am 58 now. | have been given
a large sentence. My mom is desperately trying to talk to the
governor Her testimaony will set me free. My case is not on
appeal because out of fear | took a plea. But if she can get
throwgh to the governor | might be able to go home. Please
pray that we receive a breakthrough. | know what the Lord
has for me to do upon release. Without a miracle from God, |
will mot be released, Please put me on your prayer request. |
am 5o afraid but | know God & not the God of fear. Ole satan
is really tormenting me dally. | need your prayvers so much. |
won't give up. Thank you so much . LM.

| ask you to keep me and my family in your prayers for resto-
ration, peace, and health ... A.G.

Flease keep me in your prayers to stay on the right path!
Please pray for my mother's hands and feet. She is 70 vears
old and still works at Fry's store, She i a very Christian
lady ... .M.

| ask for prayer for my granddaughter, she has a sickness that
they are not taking into conskderation. | saw her and she had
a spell so she was taken to medical but they don't know
what is wrong with her. Please pray for her .. M.G.

Please keep me and my family in vour prayers. Cumently, my
youngest of children has been putin foster care and | fear
that I'l lose her. Pray that her mother gets her act
together .. K.

This is by far the worst yvard that | have been on Lots of
regative people, lots of dregs, and all the stuff that goes
along with them. Flease pray for me and ask God to make
this Last year go fast. Can'twait 1o see you guys face-1o-face.
God bless you all .. M.5.

Owercomers for 8

Praise neports
God has truly blessed me this month. | have received two
letters from my sister wha | haven't heard from in over a
vear. | was really glad to hear from her. She's the one person
in vy family that | am clese to and due 1o various health
issues, | worry about her a lot. She's 363 days younger than |
am. 5o for two days every year we're the same age. HAIHA!
Pretty crazy ... Foot

First of all, sorry for my writing, but I'm writing with a stick.
We do not have pencll or pens herein the hole. I'm writing
about your newsletter | received, at a time of nead. | was an
suicide watch because my momma just passed of cancer,
and | was going through a lot. My whole life stopped, after
that | stopped getting mail, money, and pictures, that's
impartant here in jail. 5o, like | said, " was done with life)” But
out of nowhere | received a newsletter on June 8th, how did
that happen because; 1) | coukdn't receive mail because |
Was on suicide watch, but they gave it to me anyway; 2) The
address on the newsletter is wrong, it says Oklahoma City,
DK and I'm in West Virginia; and 3) | didn’t ask for the news-
letter, but thank God for it and Mrs. Michelle, Mr. John and
the rest of your team of people. When | got the July newslet-
ter, the address was still wrong, but I'm not on suicide watch
anymare, P in the hole waiting transfer to another jail. But |
said to nyself, "God is trying to tell me something, and He
used Mr. Duck and the A-team to tell me?” . D.5.

Say brother 5Cashs, It was great to get your card with the
kind imspiring wards! | will rememiber you and your unique
narme. | can hardly wait to turn off of Lindsey Bd. and onto
Erown Rd, then Fll be like 3/4 of a mile from my favorite
church, Living Word Bible Church. You all run a great service
there at Living Word and I'll never forget a Valentine's Day in
2013 when | was there. Your chiurch offers free child care
after the evening service, so that the parents can have what
they call 'Date Night' This service allows those that attend
the evening service to leave their children there at the
church where they're also fed while the couples go and have
an evening together without the children. That's their vision,
building strong hiomes and families. Boy, if only I'd listened
to my heart instead of my messed up mind at that time! But
you kmow what? My relationship with our God Is better NOW
than ever befare. Let me t&ll a “funny’ story. 'm working at
an animal shelter six days aweek and praise God the weeks
are flying by. So amyway, F'm digging in my box of old mail
loaking for ane of the cards you all had sent me. Reason
being, for some reason I'd stopped getting the newsletters
and so wanted to receive them again. All of a sudden POW!
ECOM! BANGE find one of your newsletters and then not
even four minutes pass and what do you know ... another
MEW newsletter came sliding under my doorl Boy GOD 5
GOOD ALL THETIME ... KPR
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Thank You to 8¢
By M.5.

I would like to thank you all at 3)3 43 for all your hard work and dedication you put in the creation and distribution of your
manthly newsletter. Itis truly a blessing to receive your newsletter and your spiritual guidance. After all my studying lately,
| don®l do much reéading anymore, But there is one thing | can't wait to receive and read, and that's yvour newsletter. | really
appreciate the humility you guys have, giving our Lord all the glory. There have been little things 1've picked up like looking
at life as an adventure not a journey.

I really enjoyed Wade's testimony, the only part that sucked was waiting for the next issue to come. | was very surprised o
leam that Foot is an inmate like myself, it just never occumred to me and really showed me there is work 1o be done for
Christ behind thase walls. In one of my first newslatters | received, July 2013, there was a poam called 31 Days of Prayer
for My Mama, when | read it | cried, it was beautiful. That has been the only clipping I've taken out of your newsletters
because | like to share them whale. Every time I've read the poem, my ayes fill full of tears and | feel the love.

There was another beautiful memorial for Dolores Ann Mankin and | think it's such an honor to your loved ones memorial
when you publish a celebration of their life in your newsletter. | believe F'm not the only one of your Y343 family that
prayed for you in your fime of mourning and is keeping you and your loved ones in prayer.

I also read in March 2015 in What Oithers Arg Saying section that someaong asking to be put on your mailing list, and |
remember thinking, | know where he's getting at when | realized that is what 1 believe | wrote in March 2013, and | am
grateful 1o have been put on your mailing list. | want to thank you for all your love and support, its been a blessing 1o be a
part of your ministry and want yvou all to know what a positive impact you've had on my life. I'm sending all my love and

prayers,

LOVE, IN CHRIST
By C.G.

First, | want to thank you all there at the E’wrtmﬂ's kr L::,ﬁrla-t for your thoughtfulness in the remembrance of my birthday,
The confribution you all extend to the community of balievers is humbling. Your vision to reach out to the lost and the
saved aré not going unnoticad

| have bean incarcerated almost 11 years. | was convicted of second degree murder, The Lord has shown much grace to
me over the years of my life, yes, even when | was in darkness. I'm sure you've heard the saying, "You can lead a horse
to water, but you can't make him drink.” Well, an addition was added that says, "Though you can't make him drink, when
he thirsts he will know where 1o go 1o gel some waler,” Likewise, God's Word NEVER retums void, bul WILL ALWAY'S
accomplish its purpose wherever He has sent it. The words He gave you are being sown for His Kingdom. Some seeds
bring forth its fruit sooner than others, glory 1o God the harvast is coming!

Listen o one of the amazing truths | read today in Colossians 1:22 (NIV), "But now He has reconciled you by Christ’s
physical body through death fo present you holy in His sight, without blamish and free from accusation.” As|
read this the word "now” lifted my spirit. Its pretense and the phrase "in His sight” caused me to shout! Right NOW God
sees me holy, Mameless and above reproach because of Jesus. The freedom (o know that God sees me this way is not
because | dont sin, BUT because of what was done 1o Jesus on my behalf,

There are so many of you brothers and sisters out there that struggle in your flesh, My prayer toffor you all is that you may
know, even with your struggles, the TRUTH in Colossians 1:22 still belongs to you! God sees you, in Christ, “holy,
blarmeless and without reproach.” And we who have been set free from certain struggles of the flesh, let 'us” halp the
others 1o see that thelr righteocusness and grace’ is secured In Christ so that they may recelwe and KNOW the revelation
of His grace and love has ALREADY set them free as well

| found that when | fried to do what God's Word said, | was focused on obaedience to the law of God, But the day came, |
needed the revelation of God's love for me and the righteousness | obtained through Christ apart from the law. Now, the
transformation has come as | beheld the finished work' of Chrst, Even as | face each struggle; in Him, freedom comes.,
Strength comes NOT by our flesh, but by the Spint that is at work in us. AMEN?! May God continually guide each of us to
be a light house for His glony!
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Green Thumb
By J.H.

Let me start off with a poem that | wrote called Green Thumib.

I can only plant the seeds, the growth is on Him,
| can tend the s0il tho, my light discourage the weeds.
My actions way louder than my words,

The conduct of my walk, poison tha worms.
Physically go get the water, don't wait for the rain,
When a plant withers away, let God take the pain.

Plantad in good soil, Living Water runs beneath me,
Studied up with God inside, brue love and peace,
Mo need for pesticides!

Now let me explain what | mean by all of this:

When | say, "l can only plant the seeds” what | mean by that is sharing the Word of God with people, telling them about
the love of Jesus, that's my job and spiritual maturity in God will increase.,

When | say, "I can tend the soil,” means | can be checking up on a bratherfsister, spend time with him/mher, relating with
him'her and reading the Word of God with them.

When | say, "Let my light discourage the weeds” means | remember what the Bible tells me, "Don’t put a lamp under a
table, or a city on a hill cannat ba hidden.” The way that | sea it is, by me spending quality time with a new brothar/sister,
negative people may stay away from them. THE POWER OF GOD |5 REAL!

When | say, "Let the conduct of my walk poison the worms,™ means I'm saying the worms of doubt will eat the plant and
kill it, But when a new brother sees me, an ex-gangbanqger, walking upright and with peace and love he then gains confi-
dence and before long he can begin to do it to.

When | say, "I dont wait for the rain® means that | know | need to put in more effort and believe me | need to work on that.
That could be as simple as walking up 1o a random brother (or sister) and saying, “Jesus loves you.” | do that but | know |
need (o do more. Inviting them 1o meetings is the putting in work part for me. And when | see a new brother backslide or
give up instead of getting hurt or mad, cause it will hurt, that's where | just give that pain to God.

At the end | dafine my walk. The "No need for pesticides™ ara the unnatural things that help plants grow. Just like when we
see brothers (or sisters) feel temporary joy from drugs or drinking they may give you temporary joyv but that too is short
lived as it all begins to tum unhealthy.

Glory Gifts
By M.G.

Let me fill you with My love, joy, and paaca. Thase are glory gifts, flowing from My living Prasanca. Though you ara an
earthly vessel, | designed you to be filled with heavenly contents. Your weakness is nol a deterrent to being filled with My
Spirit! On the contrary, it provides an opportunity for My power 1o shine forth more brighthy,

As you go through this day, trust Me to provide the strength that yvou nead moment by moment. Don't waste energy won-
dering whether you are adequate for today's journey. My Spint within you is more than sufficient to handle whatever this

may bring. That is the basis for your confidence! In quietness (spending time alone with Me) and confident trust (r2lying

on My sufficiency) is your strength.

Quote Worthy
“God does not do anything with us, only through us.”
- Oswald Chambers (July 24, 1874 - November 15, 1917) was an early twentieth-century Scottish
Baptist and Holiness Movement evangelist and teacher, best known for the devotional My Utmost

for His Highest.
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2 Kings 9:14-10:31

Peace, propery understood, comes from God, Itis not genuine excapt when rocted in balief in God and love for Him,
Don't seek peace and friendship with those who are enemies of the good and the ree. Lasting peace can come only from
knowing God who gives it to us. (9:78-19)

We are to be complately intolerant of in and remove it fram our lives. We should be tolerant of people who hold differing
views, bul we should not condone beliefs or practices that lead people away from God. (10:24)

Acts 16:16-17:34

Paul and Silas were stripped, bealen, and placed in stocks in the inner cell. Despite this cismal situation, they praised
God, praying and singing as the other prisaners listenad, No matter whal our circumstances, we should praise God,
Others may come to Christ because of our example. (16:22-25)

N
You may not receive much attention (in fact, you may receive only grief) for your service for Christ. But God wants o use
you. Lives will be changed because of your courage and faithfulness. (17:6)

Today, we have a “Christian” society, but 1o most people, God IS still n, we need o proclaim who He is and make

clear what He did for everyone through His Son, Jesus Christ. We cannot assume that even religious people arocund us
truly know Jesus or undearstand the imporance of faith in Him. r.za,g X » L
r’*' " 3l 1A
L M
Psalm 143:1-144:15 AN 'k
David was losing hope, caught in paralyzing fear and deep uepmsﬁnn At l:l'\'pk feel caught in deapening depression
and are unable to pull ourgalvas outl. At those times, wa can coma (o the Lord ; ,like David, express our irue feelings.

Then we will find halp as we remember His works (143:58), reach out to Him in {143:8), trust Him (743:8), and saek
to do His will (143:10). i _., )

David's prayer was 1o be taught to do God's will, not his awn. Apr i'i:rr guidance is sell-centered if it doas not recognize
God's power (o redirect our life. Asking God to restructure our pri ﬂMﬁ our minds and stirs our will. (74370

Because life is short, live for God while you have the time. Dont wastuc',rhw by selecting an inferior purpose that has
no lasting value. Only God can make your life worthwwhile, purposeful, and : ingful. {144:3-4)

Ll

3,‘_':.

Proverbs 17:26-28 o

e

This proverb tells us that it is wrong for believers 1o be fined or s for I:-&ng good and honest. What kind of
message does that send if we get into frouble every time mabla{._r ' That's a termible thing. {17:28)

fid £
This proverb highlights several benefits of haapmg quii Hw MIE;IGF if you have nothing worthwhile to say, 2) It
allows the opportunity to listen and leam, 3) [t gwes mﬁlﬁg‘h common with those whoare wiser.

So that when you do speak, you will have snnmmlng Imfm{tanl.m say. (17:27-28)

_,Mkf

i

1" i
& “Foot’ " Notes - L1
Circumstances and situations ... we all know tmwﬂl that left r own devices these can spin out of control too
fast and more timas than not '-'-"EI let our mmn'ral:pnmn'q‘.l NS control our lives,

What we need to de is frust in God, because qu i5 only Gne Who can change circumstances and situations.
What we can change is our perception of aur or situations, because no matter what wea're going
through it could be worse. It's all about perception.

Y
Love to va'll shart and tall .. Vaya con Dios ... Dnn‘t'rrtla faster than your angels can fly.
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REFLECTIONS continued from page 4
Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ! The holiday seasons are upon us once again and | hope that this newsletter finds
you in geod health. | am sending you all this litile message to hopefully lift yvour spirits and remind you that yvou are not for-
gotten, you are LOVED!! My prayer for you is that your lives be blessed abundantly and that you feel the presence of the
Lord all around you. Mermy Christmas ... Melissa C.

Keep Christ in Christmas!
By John and Courtney Dobbins

Well it's almest 2016 and we can't believe how fast this year has flown by, This is the time of the year that we usually
reflect and give thanks for all that we have and to the people who we share our life with, Let us start off by wishing
everyone a Memy Chrisimas. It's always so busy around this time of yvear 50 be sure to enjoy it with family and friends.

It seems like a life time ago when we first got involved with the G343 prison ministry back in 2008. We have seen how
G343 has grown over the past years and have seen how this ministry has impacted and helped so many. Wade
Anderson wrote "The BOOK That Changed the World" a couple of years ago, the message was about how Jesus
becomes evan more meaningful this time of year. This gives us perspective on what He did for us without asking for
anything in return. We know yvou have heard this before, but we truly want to thank all of you from the bottom of our hearts
for the part that you play in the Sveemers for (frist prison ministry, Without you and what you do all of this would not be
possible and we wouldn't be able 1o reach people that need hope and the WORD. Your loval support allows us the chanoe
te help others, ourselves, and our families.

S0 put on your Armor and continue omward on the read that we have agreed to walk togather side by side. Going into the
next year kel us continue helping those arcund us, be il with a helping hand, a smile when needed, sharing with the
hurting, or anything that makes a difference in their life.

"For to us a Child is born, 1o us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders, And He will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government
and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over His kingdom, establishing and upholding
il with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish
this." Isaiah 9:6-7

Let us remember the real meaning and keep Christ in Christmas!

Mermy Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
By Michelle Anderson

I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas. | love Christmas, | love to give gifts and see the joy on my kids' and grand-
kids' face. Since, | have gotten saved there is ancther gift | like to give ... a much greater gifi than anything material ... the
gift of God's love ... His Son, Jesus!!

For many of us Christmas can evoke many different emolions ... surpnse, oy, love, laughter, sadness, loneliness, or dis-
appointment. We experience this range of emotions because our focus is on what our loved ones get us or don't get us, ar
who sends me a card or doesn't send me a card, or other material, worldly things. When we change our focus 1o the
reason for the season ... Jesus Christ ... then we can only have positive feelings ... love, joy, acceplance, and fellowship.
There are many scriplures that show that the Lord is abways with us:

Psalm 27:10 - "Even if my father and mother abandon me, the LORD will hold me close.”

1 Samuel 12:22 - "The LORD will not abandon his people, because that would dishonor his great name. For it has
pleased the LORD to make you his very own people.”

Psalm 68:5-6 - “Father to the fatherless, defender of widows-this is God, whose dwelling s holy. God places the
lonely in families; He sets the prisoners free and gives them joy ..."

Psalm 747:3 - "He heals the brokenhearted and bandages their wounds, ©

Mo matter, if you are behind bars or out here, you do not have to feel alone this season. Draw closer 1o God, fellowship
with Him and thank Him for the birth of His Son, Go into the New Year with this same gratitude and focus on Jesus, Keep
Hirn first im your life all yvear long. Proverbs 3:6 says, "In everything you do, put God first, and he will direct you and
crown your efforts with success,”
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Cory's Corner
Plan A

When you allow God to use you ... GREAT things happen!

Hello friends ... Yes, | know it has been quite a long time since I've touched base with you all, but it's NOT because I've
fallen, slipped or even forgotten about you. It's really just because I've been allowing God to use me. Many of you may not
know my enfire story but just the writings in Cory's Corner here in the SX3 43 newsletters.

One of the first Comers that | wrote had my testimony of me being saved, and al the same time | told of me walking away
from my family as | was headed to D.0.C, in 2007 for T years, Year 1o dale ... the very woman | divorced in 2003 .., | just
remarried! Yes thal's right; | just 'Remarried’ the love of my [ife!l The way that God can mend a relationship by the faith of a
mustard seed is AWESOME! | not only have my wife back but | also have a great godly teenage daughter that serves and
loves the Lord, and is on point every Wednesday at youth group and is constantly praising Jesus. Yes, she is my little
princess warrior for God. OUR FAMILY enjoys serving the Lord together,

This was a true blessing to me and my family because the entire time that | was down | chosea to honar and serve God
through both the good times and the bad limes no matier what the cost. | stood on all the promises of God writlen in the
Bible, One of the greatest promises | stood on is found in Joel 2:25, "So | WILL RESTORE TO YOU THE YEARS that
the swarming locust has eaten.” And He has done just that!

Not only has my family been restored but s0 have my career opporunities. When | left D.0.C. in 2014, | pursued a job
that | had learned ‘inside’ the fencea. Well, the Lord gave me that job working in commearcial truck tires, just as | had prayed
for. Then after | was remarried and ‘RESTORED® back with my family, we also found a beautiful home to rent through our
church family. So, | could see that | was going 1o need to step up 1o the plate and start eaming a little more income. Well,
Jesus anly works when we allow Him to use us in our faith. So, | prayed and just shortly after | was given the opportunity
of "on the job’ training as an HVAC tech for a great company. And today | am on my own, in my own truck, doing
ACheating calls, | will say once more, "When you allow God to usa you He will pour out a double portion upon you.” | now
make in one week twice the amount | made in 2 weeks at my other job. On top of that, my manager is a great man of
God, who also like me, is an Alongside Ministry graduate. He also allows God to use him as well. He has allowed many
brothers that have come from the inside’ of the fences great career opporiunities. He is just like us and has come from the
same places.

I've seen 50 many people that get out and seem to always have a "Plan B'. But if we truly allow God to use us thera is no
need for a ‘Plan B'. Only a "Plan A' is required. Here's what my "Plan &’ looks like: "Rely on God's Word and put imy faith
into works." Simple. You can't say | trust in God when you won't allow Him o use you, Even if it hurts, you have got to let
oo, and ket God.

Well, nmy family in Chirist, | can't express just how it feals each and every day | let God drive the car of my life. He knows

where you need to go, He knows the best way (o get you there and you can rest assure that He will always be on time.
50, the first way that my family and | have allowed God to use us is:

1} We have adopted a little child from Namare Shum in Africa through the mail. Qur church, First Christian of Phoenix
does mission work there in Africa, and it is such & great honor to listen to all of the thank you notes from the littke children
as they receive books (0 read, waler 1o wash up in and yes food to eal.

2] As a family we trust God to use us without wawvering In His Word. We rely solely on taking it to the Lord in prayer. THIS
IZ FAITH, THIS |5 LOVE. God said in Psalm 89:33-34, "Neverless My loving kindness | will NOT take from him nor
will | allow My faithfulness to fail. My covenant | will NOT break, nor alter the word that has gone out of My lips."
Seel When you allow God to use you He will NEVER pull back. So, think about that the next time you tell someone that
you trust in the Lord, Or better yet, think about it when you pray that to Jesus. And remember, stay on your knees and in
the Word! Why? Because it makes the enemy mad and weak!

Here's another event | want to share with all of you. This month my family and a couple brothers went to visit Duck and
Michelle at the G\3 43 home for ... Ma to be baptized in their pool. | have been saved for B years now and baptism is the
outward confession of what has already laken place on the inside of me 8 years ago. | decided that this was where |
wanted {o be baplized. And now we want o share a few of the photos from thatl day with all of you as we celebrated!!

“Therefore gD and make disciples of all nations, ﬂapﬁ.ﬂﬂg them in the name of the Father and of the Son and aof
the Holy Spirit ..."” Matthew 28:19 (NIV)

The pictures of my baptism are on page 11.
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My Christmas Greeting Card to You All, Short and Tall ... Foot

As you can see by the date on the calendar in this Christmas card below, ‘Bad Santa’ is running a little ate: this year. We
all could probably attest to the fact that we've believed in many different things and people in our lives all the while "beliew-
ing' they were true. Only after beating our heads against the wall for so long, finally, some of us have come to find, those
belief systems wera in fact the furthest things from the truth. But let me encourage everyone that Jesus IS the Truth, the
Life and the Way! Jesus IS the frue way (o a much better Iife than many of us had ever thought we'd ever expenience.

Mast of the world celebrates this season as a time of giving gifts, laughter and family. Well, ket me encourage you all today
that Jesus IS the Greatest Gift, the free Gift from God to each and everyone who believes in Him. Unlike the *Bad Santa’
that apparently won't get the gifts delivered on time, Jasus is NEVER late in any season of your life, He's always right on

time. Jesus is the Gift that keeps on giving! Vaya con Dios!
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To Give of Oneself is a Holy Gift
Contributed by V.H. - Author Unknown

This Christmas ...

Mend a guarrel ...

Seek oul a lforgotten fiend ...
Dismiss suspicion and replace [ with trust ...
Write a ledter ...

Give a sofil answer ...
Encourage yourth ...

Manifes! your loyalty in word and deed ...
KeeD & promise ...

Forge 8 grudge ..

Forgive an eremy ...

Apologiae ...

Try to undersiand ...

Exarriimg your demands on ofhers ..
Think first of someone else ...

Be kind ...

Be gentle ...

Lawgh a Iittle more ...

Express your gratitude ...
Welcome a siranger ...

Gladden the heart of & child ...
Speak your love and then speak it again ...
Take pleasure in the beawly and wonder of the earth.

Healp us be beller stewards by sending your change of address wihen you move o help rédece urmnecessany wasle and gxpense

EDITORIAL Wade “Duck® Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Eible Church
Shereemers for (L irict a Ministry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwh livingwordonling.org jasonbivingword Egmail.com
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