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The President’s Message
April 2010
Compatriots, I have never been so aware about how much we need to get out in public and
talk about one of our founding documents, the United States Constitution. If one will read
and study this document very carefully, you will note it was written using the simplest of
words. If you try to place yourself back into the 18th century, you should realize that most
of the people were husbandmen (farmers) and tradesmen. Faced with this knowledge, our
founding Fathers were confronted with the task of writing a document that was centered
between Tyranny and Anarchy that could be understood by the Common People without
resorting to individual interpretation. This was not an easy task but it was very well done.
The people of Virginia did not like the New Englanders, especially the Bostonians. But
they realized that in order to become independent and create a Constitution people could
live by, they knew without a doubt the Colonies had to unite. More than 300 different
documents from all over the world were collected and studied to include the Magna Carta
and the Mayflower Compact. The Magna Carta was used because this is what the Lords
and Barons helped create in order to obtain certain freedoms from the King, who was
treating them more like serfs than the nobility. The Mayflower Compact was a document
used because it helped unite the people known as the Saints and the Strangers. Had these
two groups not been united, they could not have survived that first winter of 1620-1621.
As it was, one half of the pilgrims died within the first six months.
The U.S. Constitution was chosen for this message because I have learned from my
presentations on the same subject, that the audiences remember certain portions of the Bill
of Rights such as Amendment I – Freedom of speech; Amendment II – The right to bear
arms; Amendment V – deals with self-incrimination. What people do not pay attention to
are the responsibilities of the three branches of our Government, namely the Congress, the
Executive and the Judiciary. They don’t know Article I pertains to the duties and
responsibilities of the Congress. They are the only Branch responsible for declaring war,
the levying of taxing and raising monies. Article II pertains to the duties and
responsibilities of the Executive which is to approve or reject bills from the Congress,
appoint Ministers and diplomats. Article III pertains to the duties and responsibilities of
the Judiciary. This branch of our Government is to interpret the laws of our country, not
to re-interpret, revise and thus create new laws. For example, nowhere in the Constitution
or Bill of Rights have I been able to identify anything that allows the Federal Government
to take over a private company or even part of one.
The U.S. Constitution is printed in a very small booklet that contains only 17 pages. All I
have done so far is briefly cover Articles I, II and III of our Constitution. These Articles
are located on the first 13 pages of the booklet. This leaves four remaining Articles on the
last 4 pages of the Booklet. If we all understood “We the People” means you and I, which
means the U.S. Government is our employee, then it may be time to start placing the
emphasis on the Branch(s) of Government that are causing the problem. If we as adults
could understand our Constitution, then we could teach the younger generation about the
Government they will someday inherit. Currently, it appears we blame the schools for not
teaching Civics to the students. And if the schools taught Civics to the students, could we
answer questions the students might then raise? I think not. It is time we become very
familiar with the phrase, “We the People” and understand where our responsibility lies
Fraternally and at Your Service

Harold B. Crapo, Jr.

God Bless America

The Secretary’s Report
April 2010
The monthly meeting of the Board of Governors of Saramana Chapter, FLSSAR was convened on Wednesday,
March 17, 2010 at the Church of the Redeemer, Sarasota. FL. Governors present were: Riegle, Crapo, Lowe
Ashcraft, Bradley, Hornback, Huff, McMurry, Tarpley, Mahaffey, McMaster, Lancaster, Miller, Hazelton,
Williams and Douglas. MASSAR President Bill Battles (dual member) was in attendance. Compatriot Bradley
gave the Invocation and we had the Pledge of Allegiance.
President Crapo told us of his speech on the Constitution, which occurred at the Shrine Temple on March 11 th.
It was attended by over 150 Shiners’ and guests. He notified the Board that the Chapter Challenge Report has
been submitted to the FLSSAR BOM. President told the members how successful the recent Sarasota History
Fair had been and how proud he was of the chapter members who served as judges.
Secretary’s Report; The Minutes of the February 17 meeting were accepted, as written. The Report of the
Secretary, VP, Historian, and Poster Committee provided. The Secretary was given a Thank You card from
Barbara Hodalski for the certificate we presented to her at the last luncheon meeting. We also received a Thank
You letter from the Manatee Village Historical Park for our help with their Open House and a written Release
from METV of our educational use of the production The U.S. Constitution – which was produced jointly with
our chapter.
Treasurer’s Report; presented subject to audit. Treasurer McMurry told the BOG about financial status of the
OTF and of the proposed buy/sell activity planned for the immediate future.
Genealogist/ Registrar; President Crapo told the Board that Registrar Tarpley has 4 new applications and had
to leave the meeting early to finalize and sign yet another application.
Committee Reports:
Publicity/Recruiting: Lowe showed the Board a recent article with photos of the American Troubadour and
our George Washington Birthday Luncheon, which appeared in the North River News. He was asked by the
Secretary to make sure all Eagle Scout award photos and articles were sent to the NSSAR Eagle Scout
Committee Chairman Newcomer.
Veterans’ Home; Compatriot Ashcraft reported that the Jacobson Home will accept only Large Print books and
DVDs in the future.
Eagle Scout; President Crapo read the report of Compatriot Allen Hegener regarding the upcoming Eagle Scout
dinner (full information in Q&B members section) and requested that all members who wish to attend the
fundraiser should notify Allen. Featured speaker will be Nat Smeler, famous mountain climber who will give a
presentation of his recent climb on Mt. Everest Compatriot Hegener plans to raise about $5,000 with the dinner,
donations, raffle and auction.
New Business; Compatriot Hal Miller described the upcoming National Prayer Breakfast at the Ritz-Carlton
Hotel on April 23rd and that the theme would be the American Revolution. We are providing flags, guns and a 4
man Color Guard for this event. Miller offered to purchase a “Betsy Ross” flag and flagpole for use at the event
and asked the Secretary to purchase them asap. Price for this event is $30 per person. The CG will be Miller,
Bradley, Riegle, Crapo and Tarpley. The Secretary showed the Board members a listing of all Awards and
Medals, which have been given to our members over time and requested that they correct any improper listings.
He also gave a report of his activities at the National Leadership Conference held in Louisville March 4-7 and
the committee findings.

All business before the board completed, Chaplain Bradley gave a closing prayer. President Crapo
asked for a motion to adjourn at 3:15 PM.
Charles W. Riegle
Secretary

WORDS of WISDOM
Educating the People

Phillip H. Tarpley-Editor

I believe in the United States of America as a Government of the people, by
the people, for the people, whose just powers are derived from the consent
of the governed…

Interesting quotes and bits of knowledge
A Monroe County, WI policeman had a perfect spot to watch for speeders near a school zone, but
wasn’t getting any.. He discovered the problem-a 12 year old boy was standing up the road with a
hand painted sign which read “Radar Trap Ahead” The officer found the boy had an accomplice who
was down the road with a sign reading “Tips” and a bucket full of money
This is a sure sign that if government leaves us alone we do know how to create income without them.
A police recruit was asked on an exam “What would you do if you had to arrest your mother?
He wrote in the blank space-----Call for back-up
We have to pass the bill first so we will know what is in it---Speaker of the House March 2010
Guard with jealous attention the public liberty. Suspect everyone who approaches that jewel.
Unfortunately nothing will preserve it but downright force, whenever you give up that force, you are
ruined.
- Patrick Henry
“The Constitution is not an instrument for the government to restrain the people; it is an instrument
for the people to restrain the government.”
-Patrick Henry
Word of the month: Armigerous; adj.

Entitled to bear a Coat of Arms

True or false: April 11 1775: "John Howe" Spies on Concord - or Not

Monthly History Lessons

This Month in Early American History

Civility and class among men then to outright lying to Americans Today
On this day, April 11, 1775 ..., John Howe arrived in Concord to spy for British General Gage. He
quickly gained the trust of the town's leading patriots. They took him to a storehouse, showed him the
weapons stockpiled there, and dined with him. Howe recorded every detail in his private journal. The
journal was published in the 1820s, and for the next century and a half, historians considered it a true
account. There is just one problem: John Howe's journal was a hoax. In 1993 a skeptical scholar
proved that if John Howe existed at all, he was not a spy for the British Army and that his journal was
fabricated a half-century after the events it purports to describe.
Background:
When New Hampshire printer Luther Roby published a 50-page booklet in 1827, he chose a title he
thought sure to attract readers: The Journal Kept by Mr. John Howe While He Was Employed as a
British Spy; Also, While He Was Engaged in the Smuggling Business. Roby explained in the
introduction his belief that "Facts relative to the American Revolution and to our late War [of1812]
will doubtless ever be interesting to the public." "Stories" would have been a better choice of words
than "facts," since we now know that the journal is not authentic. We do not know the identity of the
writer, but his motives seem clear: profit.
In February and March 1775, two British "spies" were out and about gathering information for their
commander, General Thomas Gage. Ensign Henry De Berniere and a Captain Brown were studying
the topography of Concord, the layout of the homes, streets, and bridges, as well as what supplies
local Patriots were storing. The men had traveled first to Worcester, and met with Loyalists there,
before going on to Marlborough. They were forced to leave when a hostile crowd threatened to attack
the home where they were staying. Clearly disguise was not their strong suit.
Their next stop was Concord. Upon their arrival, the two asked for directions to the home of Daniel
Bliss, a "friend of the government." (Subtlety was another skill they lacked.) Harvard-educated Bliss
was a lawyer and a prominent citizen of the town. He believed that the Patriot cause was ill-conceived

and doomed to fail, and he willingly provided the spies with as much information as he could.
The men returned to Boston and made a thorough report to General Gage. De Berniere accompanied
the Regulars when they marched into Concord on April 19th and directed the soldiers to places where
he had been told supplies were being stockpiled. He also kept a journal, which was discovered after
the British Army left Boston a year later. The original journal does not make for exciting reading, so
apparently someone - perhaps Luther Roby? - decided to give it a re-write: they used it as the basis
for The Journal Kept by Mr. John Howe.
Unlike De Berniere, the fictitious Howe was an American working for General Gage. He was also a
great deal smarter than De Berniere, using such clever disguises that townspeople told him anything
he wanted to know. He, too, traveled to Worcester and Marlborough before arriving in Concord.
Although Howe was merely "a beardless boy of twenty-two," he claimed that General Gage sought
his advice. In words bound to delight American readers, Howe told the general if he marched "ten
thousand regulars . . . to Worcester . . . not one of them would get back alive." As for seizing the
stores he had just been shown in Concord, "five hundred mounted men, might go . . . in the night . . .
and return safe, but to go with one thousand foot . . . the greater part of them would get killed or
taken."
The Journal includes a variation of Paul Revere's famous ride. According to Howe, General Gage
instructed him to "go on horseback . . . to carry letters to the tories," to inform them that Redcoats
were about to march to Concord. He was then to "ride through adjacent towns" to see how he
might help the Redcoats. Somehow the young Mr. Howe managed to be everywhere April 19th, and
he witnessed all the fighting. The result was a change of heart: He switched sides - at least for the
next few decades. When the fictitious hero wrote about the War of 1812, he tapped into New
England's fierce opposition to the war. He was no longer loyal to either side; he became a "freelance"
smuggler, staging a series of increasingly outrageous escapades, described in The Journal.
Just as the characters in the narrative fell for John Howe's ruses, so too readers, including a number of
distinguished historians, long believed the journal to be authentic. In the early 1990s, a professor at
Texas Christian University began to wonder if Howe's work was not just "too cute a narrative." Then
he read the journal De Berniere had written and found striking similarities.
As De Berniere makes clear, the British Army did send men out on reconnaissance trips, but most
information came from the Loyalist inhabitants of every Massachusetts town. Historians estimate that
10 to 15 percent of the colonial population was sympathetic to the British government. Loyalists
came from all walks of life and supported the king and parliament for a variety of reasons. Chief
among them: to oppose the Crown was treason.
Some Loyalists tried to keep a low profile. For example, John Flint, a former Concord selectman,
wrote, "I think I shall be neutral in these times." It didn't work; Patriots had his name stricken from
the jury list. Some Loyalists were ostracized; others were threatened with death, confined to house
arrest, and, in the most extreme cases, tarred and feathered.
For Daniel Bliss, at whose home De Berniere and Brown stopped on March 20, 1775, the
consequences of loyalty to the Crown were profound. When the townspeople saw that he was
entertaining British spies, he was warned that he would not be allowed to "go out of town alive that
morning." The British officers invited Bliss to leave with them. That night, he bid farewell to his
family and left Concord never to return.
Like hundreds of Loyalists, Daniel Bliss and his family settled in Canada. In November 1780, he was
tried in absentia and found guilty of "levying war and conspiring to levy war against the Government
and People of this Province, Colony, and State." The Massachusetts legislature confiscated his
estate and sold it at auction.

Members Bulletin Board and Special Events

Happy Birthday to Compatriot’s born in April
James P. Goodson, Major James Carroll Dunn, Jr., James Hatfield Granger
James Douglas Woolever,

NEW MEMBERS REPORT
Submitted by
Registrar/Genealogist Phillip H. Tarpley
The Registrar reports names of pending new SAR members.
Lawrence “Larry” Peck recovering from a recent operation will be inducted at our April meeting.
Several new members with applications awaiting final approval from NSSAR HQ are Robert Cheney,
Dean Pettit, Robert Grant, Jr., John Mange, Paul Longstreet, Thomas Robert Castle, Stephen Howlett
Others awaiting documents or in data source proof research are Wm. Brady, Wm. Van Duzer, George
Sparks, John Fitzpatrick, Gordon Charlton, Jim Stainbrook, James Allen and Wayne Shaffer.
Events during the Fire Safety Awards Luncheon

Awards well deserved

David and Melva Bartush received the Flag Award

The Fire Safety Awards Ceremonies also included Flag Awards to the Fire Stations
and a private citizen for displaying the American Flag according to proper
standards.
Photos taken by VP Charles Riegle and incoming new member Walter Test

Pictured above left photo from left is B/C Leigh Hollins of Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue receiving his Medal
from President Crapo. Behind them is his Fire Chief and Committee Chairman Phillip Tarpley. Right photo is
Cedar Hammock Chief Randall Stulce receiving the Flag Award for his Department

Bradenton Fire B/C Glenn Hudson receives Flag Award Bradenton Firefighter Thomas Ferrett receives his
Medal. His proud wife stood beside him. Glenn Hudson mentioned to Phil that he had just been promoted 2 days
before the luncheon. After Phil announced the promotion he gave Thomas a field promotion as he received his
award to the delight of the audience. Sgt at Arms below right asked North Port Firefighter before he was escorted
to the podium if he wanted a promotion also as he could put in a good word to Phil since he was handing out
promotions. The Firemen thanked us for our respect of what they do and enjoyed the fun and humor we all had
during introductions and presentation of the awards.

North Port Fire B/C Scott Titus Receives Flag Award

North Port Firefighter Kyle Dent presented his Medal

City of Venice D/C Steve Kona receives Flag Award

Venice Fire-medic Steve Worobel receives his Medal

For those who are left behind to remember and grieve
This photo is a reminder that we do have real heroes who are the men and women who pledge to
support and defend the Constitution and our idea of freedom for all. It is a sad fact that too often our
Heroes give it their all for us. Young people need to understand the Hollywood movie or music stars
and sport figures are not real heroes. A real Hero is willing to chance serious injury or death to protect
other people. The March meeting recognized the Firefighter and emergency rescue crews who consider
entering burning building or collapsed structures to save us as normal duty. Police and Law
Enforcement Officers are the thin blue line between us and the lawless, scam artist, drug smugglers
and dangerous gangs endangering our young children and the elder citizens.
The April luncheon meeting will honor the service of these men and women in Law Enforcement.
These men and women are being wounded and killed in performance of duty in an alarming rate and
drug gangs are often better armed and may win the battle in shoot outs. We will have 4 Police Officers
being honored for acts of heroism this past year. Please make every effort to attend this luncheon.
We are protected inside our borders and around the world by our young men and women in the Armed
Forces and Coast Guard of the U.S. military services. Broken hearts in American citizens over loss of
love ones in the continuous fight for and keeping us free goes back to the Tea Party era before the
American Revolution. Freedom for Americans must be protected at home and abroad every day.
Let us always pray for our Heroes and the families here at home ---Phillip H. Tarpley

JROTC activities for April and May-- SAR JROTC Medal and Award presentations will be starting in
April. The members willing to present the SAR medals can contact Harold Crapo for Manatee County
and Phillip Tarpley for Sarasota County schools.
The JROTC Outstanding Cadet “Best of the Best” Scholarship winner will be introduced and
presented his bronze Medallion on neck ribbon and check during the May 14, luncheon meeting
Eagle Scout Scholarship fund raising Dinner presented by Allen Hegener SAR Program Chairman
Allen Hegener Chairman - Eagle Scout Dinner, has announced it is to be held on Thursday, May 20th at
the Lido Beach Holiday Inn 7th floor. 6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.- hors d’oeuvres & sign in.
8:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. - Everest expedition presentation by Nat Smelser. This event will provide
monetary support for our chapter scholarship efforts, as well as honor the local active Eagle Scouts.
The event will also recognize the adult Eagle Scouts involved in our community. Allen’s plan includes
all aspects of the dinner and program. Admission for Eagle Scouts is free, non-Eagles $100.00 per
person.
Please Contact Allen Hegener 941-809-6918 or ahegener@rwbaird.com by May 3, should you want to
attend this worthwhile event.

SARAMANA CHAPTER’S NATHANIEL GREENE COLOR GUARD CAMP
of the
SONS OF LIBERTY - FLORIDA SOCIETY BRIGADE
Color Guard Captain Eugene Bradley

Ritz-Carlton Hotel April 23, 6:45 A.M. for the Prayer Breakfast
Memorial Day Parade in Sarasota is next major Color Guard event
New Color Guard members Donald Ernest Campbell, Jeff Hazelton, Larry Peck
OTF Chairman - Phillip H. Tarpley, Notice to members:
AMENDMENT TO THE TRUST AGREEMENT
DATED the 11Th DAY OF AUGUST 1992
Notwithstanding any other provision in the said trust agreement,
The Trust agreement is amended as follows;
In the event that the trustees shall vote to sell all or substantially all of the equities, bonds or other
Securities held by the trust, that decision shall be subject to review and approval by the Board of Governors
of the Saramana Chapter. A simple majority plus one vote shall be necessary for approval.
Compatriot and Past President General Carl Hoffman wrote this proposed Amendment to our Operating
Trust Fund.
The SARAMANA SAR OPERATING TRUST FUND, has on page one of the Trust Agreement its
statement of purpose. Listed below is the Statement of Purpose.
PURPOSES: This Trust Fund is created and shall be administered and operated exclusively for the benefit
of the operating budget of Saramana SAR, as may be from time to time required to carry out the goals and
purposes of the Saramana SAR. To that end, upon the written request by the Board of Governors of the
Saramana SAR, the Trustees are directed to pay over to the Treasurer of Saramana SAR such amount of the
income of the Trust Estate, exclusive of capital gains, as may be requested and/or available - whichever is
the lesser. Under no circumstances shall the Trustees invade the principal of the Trust Fund, or payout any
portion thereof for this income distribution, with the exception to the above, that in recognition of the
possibility of the Trust Fund receiving bequests or gifts from donors making a donation that provides
payment of interest and/or principal from the gift of the donor, that the Trustees may make whatever
payments are required as part of the terms of the donor's gift. (Amended April 14, 2000)
Notwithstanding any other provisions hereof, this Trust Fund shall conduct or carry on only those classes of
activities that are permitted to be conducted or carried on by an organization which is tax exempt or by an
organization, donations to which are deductible from Federal or State taxable income to the extent allowed
by the provisions of the 1986 Internal Revenue Code and other applicable legislation and regulations as
they now exist or may hereafter be amended.

Saramana Chapter Monthly Meeting Notice
Police and Law Enforcement Awards Luncheon Friday April 9, 2010 11:30
Next Board of Governors Meeting
April 14, 2010 2:00 PM
Church of the Redeemer, 222 S. Palm Avenue, Sarasota

FLSSAR BOM & Annual Meeting May 7-9 2010
Chapter Meeting location
Holiday Inn Sarasota-Lido Beach on the Beach, 233 Ben Franklin Drive, 7th floor dining Room.
The ramp into the building goes directly to the express elevator to the Seventh floor. Our
welcome and check-in table is there by the dining room.

New and better directions to avoid St. Armand’s Circle heavy traffic:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Turn onto John Ringling Blvd from US 41 and go 2.1 miles (about 4 minutes)
Turn left at S. Washington Drive and go 0.4 miles (about 2 minutes)
Take the 3rd left onto South Boulevard of the Presidents and go 0.1 miles
Take the 1st right onto South Polk Drive and go 0.3 miles (about 1 minute).
The Holiday Inn Lido Beach parking lot is in rear of hotel.

Luncheon Meeting Reservation information
11:30 and Cash Bar available 11:30 AM
Please leave home early to arrive by 11: 30 -11:45 AM
Call Victor McMurry only for phone reservations - 941-966-0493
If not available, leave Vic a message of your menu selections #1, #2 or #3 and give
names of guests. Leave your phone number for a call back if needed

E-mails only: Phil Tarpley mp18pht@verizon.net

to make your reservation
Provide meal selection # 1, #2 or #3 Please pay at door on your arrival -- Please give all names of
your guests and meal selections in the e-mail. I will confirm your order.
Call or e-mail to make reservations by 4:30 PM Tuesday afternoon April 6, 2010
Note; this is the cut off time for this luncheon’s reservations. Late reservations cause problems
but showing up without making them causes more problems for the hotel kitchen preparing and
the wait staff serving everyone on time. The hotel is firm on no changes to increase or decrease
meals after 2:00 PM Wednesday.

-Meal Selections#1____ *Roast Turkey Dinner - $20 =_______
*Served with cup of soup as starter
#2____*Sanibel Salmon Salad - $20 = ______
Seared Salmon Filet over bed of Field Greens, Baby Spinach with (Vidalia Onion
Marmalade, Gorgonzola Cheese, Candied Walnuts and Raspberry Vinaigrette

*served with cup of soup as a starter
#3____Vegetarian - Entrée Size Vegetable Salad - $20 =_______
*Served with a cup of soup as starter
All entrees include beverage, rolls, cup of soup and dessert
PLEASE HAVE CORRECT CHANGE AT DOOR. WE DO NOT HAVE A CHANGE FUND.
Vic McMurry, Treasurer

To cancel your reservation; It must be done by calling the Secretary by 9.30 AM Wednesday morning
prior to the Friday Luncheon or you are responsible and billed for your meals. The chapter has to pay when
your meals are ordered whether you come or not. Your full cooperation is very important.

YOUR SAR KEEPS MARCHING
FORWARD!

The new NSSAR Library is on schedule to open by this Summer
Major Events are in our future at the Library
Be a part of this effort, donate what you can

