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LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR
November 25, 2018
Divine Setting Three ~ Page 184
As We Gather ~ By Faith We Are Prepared for Christ’s Return
“The day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night” (1 Thess.
5:1–11). The arrival of the bridegroom will be sudden and unexpected.
Therefore you are to be watchful and ready like the five wise virgins.
“For you know neither the day nor the hour” when the Son of Man is
to return. (Matt. 25:1–13). The lamps are the Word of Christ. The oil in
the lamps is the Holy Spirit, who works through the Word to create and
sustain the flame of faith in Christ. The foolish are those who do not give
proper attention to the working of the Holy Spirit in baptism, preaching,
and the supper, and so their faith does not endure. The wise, however,
are those who diligently attend to these gifts of the Spirit, and who
therefore have an abundance of oil. The flame of faith endures to the
end. By God’s grace they are received into the eternal wedding feast of
the Lamb in His kingdom, the new heavens and the new earth created
by the Lord for the joy of His people (Is. 65:17–25).
Announcements
(As the Cross, a symbol of our redemption, enters the
sanctuary, God’s people stand and fix our eyes upon it)
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Processional Hymn
TLH 607, verses 1-10
“Day of Wrath, O Day of Mourning”

5

Lo, the book, exactly worded,
Wherein all hath been recorded;
Thence shall judgment be awarded.

6

When the Judge His seat attaineth
And each hidden deed arraigneth,
Nothing unavenged remaineth.

7

What shall I, frail man, be pleading?
Who for me be interceding
When the just are mercy needing?

10

8

King of majesty tremendous,
Who dost free salvation send us,
Fount of pity, then befriend us.

9

Think, good Jesus, my salvation
Caused Thy wondrous incarnation;
Leave me not to reprobation!
Faint and weary Thou hast sought me,
On the cross of suff'ring bought me;
Shall such grace be vainly brought me?

Confession and Absolution 					
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Introit				
Ps. 39:4–5, 7– 8; antiphon: Is. 35:10
The ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads.
They shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days;
let me know how fleeting I am!
Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime
is as nothing before you.
Surely all mankind stands as a mere breath!
And now, O Lord, for what do I wait?
My hope is in you.
Deliver me from all my transgressions.
Do not make me the scorn of the fool!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads.
They shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Kyrie 						

p 186

Gloria In Excelsis 					

p 187

Salutation and Collect of the Day				
p 189
P
O Lord, absolve Your people from their offenses that, from the 		
bonds of our sins which by reason of our frailty we have brought
upon ourselves, we may be delivered by Your bountiful good-		
ness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
Old Testament Reading 			
		
17“For behold, I create new heavens
and a new earth,
and the former things shall not be remembered
or come into mind.
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Isaiah 65:17–25

18But be glad and rejoice forever
in that which I create;
for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy,
and her people to be a gladness.
19I will rejoice in Jerusalem
and be glad in my people;
no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping
and the cry of distress.
20No more shall there be in it
an infant who lives but a few days,
or an old man who does not fill out his days,
for the young man shall die a hundred years old,
and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.
21They shall build houses and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
22They shall not build and another inhabit;
they shall not plant and another eat;
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
23They shall not labor in vain
or bear children for calamity,
for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD,
and their descendants with them.
24Before they call I will answer;
while they are yet speaking I will hear.
25The wolf and the lamb shall graze together;
the lion shall eat straw like the ox,
and dust shall be the serpent’s food.
They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain,”
says the LORD.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
In many-colored robes [the king’s daughter] is led to the king,
with her virgin companions following behind her.
With joy and gladness they are led along
as they enter the palace of the king.
Epistle 					
1 Thessalonians 5:1–11
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no
need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully
aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
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3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant
woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all children of
light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6So
then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.
7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are
drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having
put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether
we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage
one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse 					

p 190

Holy Gospel 					
Matthew 25:1–13
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth 		
chapter.
C
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took
no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As
the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6But at
midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet
him.’ 7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough
for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’
10And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those
who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door
was shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord,
open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’
13Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.
					
P
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
Nicene Creed					
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Hymn of the Day		
TLH 607, verses 11-19
“Day of Wrath, O Day of Mourning”
11

Righteous Judge, for sin’s pollution
Grant Thy gift of absolution
Ere that day of retribution!

12

Guilty, now I pour my moaning,
All my shame with anguish owning:
Spare, O God, Thy suppliant groaning!

13

From that sinful woman shriven,
From the dying thief forgiven,
Thou to me a hope hast given.

14

Worthless are my prayers and sighing;
Yet, good Lord, in grace complying,
Rescue me from fires undying.

15

With Thy favored sheep, oh, place me!
Nor among the goats abase me,
But to Thy right hand upraise me.

16

While the wicked are confounded,
Doomed to flames of woe unbounded,
Call me, with Thy saints surrounded.

17

Low I kneel with heart-submission,
See, like ashes, my contrition;
Help me in my last condition!

18

Day of sorrow, day of weeping,
When, in dust no longer sleeping,
Man awakes in Thy dread keeping!

19

To the rest Thou didst prepare me
On Thy cross; O Christ, upbear me!
Spare, O God, in mercy spare me!
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Sermon
Offertory

“That Calls for a Celebration”

Is. 65:17-19
p 192

							

Offering
Prayer of the Church 		

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Preface

p 194

Sanctus 					

p 195

Lord’s Prayer

p 196

The Words of Our Lord

				

p 197

Pax Domini

p 197

Agnus Dei 			

p 198

Distribution (You may kneel or stand to receive communion)
Distribution Hymns 				
“The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”
“Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment”
Nunc Dimittis

			

p 508, 511

p 199

Thanksgiving			

p 200

Salutation and Benedicamus 				

p 201

Benediction 						

p 202

Recessional Hymn 			
“Jerusalem the Golden”

p 672
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The Immanuel Spirit
Welcome to Immanuel! Welcome! Here let us seek to see God more
clearly, love God more completely, and serve God more certainly. Great
is the Lord and greatly to be praised! Please join us for fellowship after
the service.
Guests: Please sign our guest book, or a guest card in the pew and place
in the offering plate before leaving.
Scripture Lessons for next Sunday: Jeremiah 23:5–8, Romans 13:11–14
and Matthew 21:1–9.
Stewardship: 1 Thess. 5:8 – “But since we belong to the day, let us be
sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet
the hope of salvation.” Our salvation is secure in Christ: He has done it
all to save us. Therefore, our hope is secure and our faith in Him is certain. And what goes with faith and hope? Love. Our good works of love
flow forth from the certainty of our faith. Our giving back to the Lord’s
work comes from what He has first given us.
Communion Statement: As we learn from 1 Corinthians, when we commune together we make a confession of our oneness in doctrine and
understanding of God’s Word. Since those who show publicly that they
agree with the teachings believed, taught, and confessed by the Pastor
and congregation at which the Sacrament is distributed, we ask that
those who are not members in good standing of a congregation of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, or one of our sister churches to please
refrain from partaking of the Sacrament. Instead, if you would like to
receive a blessing, you are more than welcome to come to the altar rail
and please indicate you would like to receive a blessing by crossing your
arms in front of your chest. A list of church bodies with whom we share
Altar and Pulpit fellowship is posted on the bulletin board in the hallway.
If you would like to visit about this doctrine and practice, please talk to
Pastor or an Elder. For further study on this matter see Matthew 5:23ff,
18:15-35, 26:26-39; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20 and 1 Cor. 11:17-34.
Thank you.
Caroling at Windsor Manor: December 9 after Sunday School/Bible
Study.
Calendars: The Board of Education is selling calendars again. If interested, please see Sherry Baker.
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Building Healthy Families for Nov. 25th: “After taking this class I am a
more confident caregiver! Having tools to resolve problems is a definite
advantage in becoming a better caregiver and a happier, wiser, and
healthier me… and a healthier us!” The woman who wrote these words
participated in LFS’ 6-week Powerful Tools for Caregivers class, designed
for anyone providing physical care or emotional support for disabled or
elderly family members. LFS has trained group facilitators all over the
state ready to lead this helpful group for caregivers in your area. Visit
the LFS web site or contact Rev. Mick Wolfram at mwolfram@LFSiowa.
org or 515-251-4900 for more information. ~ Lutheran Family Service of
Iowa: Des Moines (515) 251-4900.
Life Quote for Nov. 25th: “God is the ultimate Designer. He designed the
greatest good the world has ever seen to come from the most heinous
evil mankind has ever produced. You are never too stained for God to
love. When you are feeling weak and foolish, give thanks to God for that,
because that’s exactly the kind of person that God likes to use.” Rev.
Dan Larsen is pastor of Bethany Lutheran Church, Wabasso, Minnesota,
and Trinity Lutheran Church, Sanborn, Minnesota ~ A “Life Quote” from
Lutherans For Life www.lutheransforlife.org
Life Thought in the Church Year for November 25th: Incurable conditions can feel like the floods lifting their roar (Psalm 93:3). Complicated
pregnancies can thunder. We get to remind sufferers how our Lord
reigns over them, and He reigns in them. His blood frees us from our
sins (Revelation 1:5). If even our guilt cannot hold back His angels from
gathering His elect (Mark 13:27), then neither can any age, appearance,
or ability limitations stand in the way. Faithful God, let nothing in us
obstruct any eye from beholding Your glory. Amen.
Lutheran Hour for Dec. 2nd: Hear “Reality Therapy” based on Ruth 1-2
by Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. The book of Ruth deals with unimportant
people and unimportant matters, but deals with them in such a way as
to show that God is active in ordinary lives-like yours and mine. Ruth’s
story became an important part of the story of Jesus. Listening to God’s
work in her life can rescue us from dead end delusions and bring us into
what is most real-a Jesus-centered reality. ~ Listen next Sunday on 600
WMT at 6:30 a.m., 1190 KFJB at 8:30 a.m., WHO-1040 at 7:30 a.m., &
1410 KGRN at 7:30 a.m.
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EDUCATING A NEW GENERATION OF LUTHERANS...Issues, Etc. is a
radio talk show and podcast hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken and
produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. You can listen to
Lutheran experts discuss topics like: The Advent Season, The Fourth
Commandment & the Boy Jesus in the Temple, The Movie “Fantastic
Beasts,” The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold and more. You can listen
on-demand at www.issuesetc.org and on the LPR mobile app.
Snowbirds: Please provide the church office with your contact information if you are heading for warmer weather in the next coming months.
Thank you!
Cleaning: Household(s) responsible for the week of Nov. 25th through
Dec. 1 is Mergen. Household(s) responsible for the week of Dec. 2
through Dec. 8 is Mintle. If it is your week to clean church & you have
other obligations or prefer to write a check rather than cleaning, the
cost is $50. Please contact Amber Carnine (641-990-5985) ASAP & no
later than the Thursday of the week before it is your week to clean.

CONFIRMATION MEMORY WORK
FOR

NEXT SUNDAY, DEC 2nd
5th & 6th Grade
Close of the Commandments & meaning;
Christmas Program Piece
7th & 8th Grade
9th/10th Commandments
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Soloists/Instruments: If anyone is interested in singing or playing an
instrument in the Christmas Program on December 16th, please speak
with Pastor.
It’s that time of year again! Every year we adorn our altar area with
poinsettias for Christmas. A poinsettia may be given in memory or in
honor of a loved one. The poinsettias will be displayed for the Christmas Eve Service. You may take the plant(s) you ordered home after the
Christmas Eve Service. Place your order by filling out the order form and
returning to the church secretary by Dec. 9th. Order forms are available
on the entryway table. Poinsettias are $15 each. Checks should be made
payable to ‘Immanuel Lutheran Church’ with ‘Poinsettia’ in the memo
line.

FESTIVAL OF TREES
Immanuel will again this year have a
tree at the Drake Library.
Our theme will be “Bound Together-Hand in Hand.”

We are needing new, brightly colored gloves
or mittens (all sizes). These need to be here at
church by December 5th to decorate the tree at
the library by December 6th. The gloves and
mittens later on will be donated.
Colossians 3:14 “Put on love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony.”

Upcoming Services
Midweek Advent
Evening Prayer Services

Wednesday, December 5th 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 12th 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 19th 6:30 p.m.

A meal will be served before
each service at 5:30 p.m.
A sign-up sheet is on the entryway
table for any individuals or group who would
like to volunteer to coordinate the meals
(meal preparations, donations,serving and clean-up)
The Nativity of Our Lord:
Christmas Eve Prayer Service
Monday, December 24 at 4:00 p.m.
The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day Service
Tuesday, December 25th at 9:00 a.m.
		

UPDATED SCHEDULE FOR THE

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16TH

AT 10:30 A.M.
A cookie reception will follow

PRACTICE DATES

Sunday, November 25 at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, December 2 at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, December 9 at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, December 15 9:00–10:30 a.m.

HOLIDAY MAIL FOR HEROES PROGRAM
Sending Christmas cards to soldiers is the perfect holiday activity
for classrooms or families. One easy way to ensure that your cards
end up in the hands of an active duty or recovering soldier is by
sending it through an program called “Holiday Mail for Heroes”
which is operated by the American Red Cross. The Red Cross
began the program in 2007 and works in
conjunction with Pitney Bowes to collect
cards from all across the United States
and distribute them to soldiers, veterans
and their families.
Entitle your card with a generic term
such as “Dear Soldier” or “Dear Service
Member, Family or Veteran.” Consider
including a short message of gratitude to
the soldier for his or her service. Express
your appreciation for his sacrifice. If you
like, you can purchase a Christmas card
through the American Red Cross for $25.
The $25 is a donation that goes to support the U.S. military.

Address your envelope as follows:
Holiday Mail for Heroes
P.O. Box 5456
Capitol Heights, MD 20791-5456
Postmark your card no later than Dec. 10.
Cards postmarked after Dec. 10 will be returned to the sender.
Ensure that your card meets all “Holiday Mail for Heroes” guidelines. Don’t send letters, care packages or monetary gifts. Don’t
include your personal contact information. Keep your card free of
glitter and additional inserts of any kind.

Serve

one another

Humbly

In

Love

Galatians 5:13

TODAY

Organist.........................................................................Esther Huedepohl
Elder.............................................................................................Ken Mergen
Greeter.............................................................................................D. Schultz
Ushers.............................................................Caden & Chris Christinson
Servers.................................................Kathy Stanek & Miriam Schultz
Acolyte/Crucifier.....................................Joey Koepp & Jenna Mintle
		
NEXT SUNDAY
Organist.........................................................................Esther Huedepohl
Elder............................................................................................Keith Thorpe
Greeter.............................................................................................D. Schultz
Ushers..................................................Terry Stanek & Arnie Heimsoth
Servers...................................................Marrina Kaloupek & Sue Ford
Acolyte/Crucifier............................................Lauren & Oliver Louden
Our Gifts to God (given at Immanuel)
November 14, 2018
Attendance					
Holy Communion 		

36
N/A

Our Gifts to God (given at Immanuel)
November 18, 2018
Attendance					
Holy Communion 			

74
45

Week Ahead
TODAY

Last Sunday of the Church Year.............................................9:00 a.m.
Christmas Program Practice..................................................10:30 a.m.
***No Confirmation***
Food Pantry Sunday

TUESDAY

Greek Study....................................................................................8:30 a.m.

THURSDAY

Bible Study.....................................................................................11:00 a.m.

NEXT SUNDAY

1st Sunday in Advent..................................................................9:00 a.m.
Missions: MICA
Christmas Program Practice...................................................10:30 a.m.
7th/8th Confirmation........................................................1:00-2:30 p.m.
5th/6th Pre-Confirmation..............................................2:30-4:00 p.m.

BI RTHDAYS
Friday...Oliver Louden
Saturday...Jenna Mintle
May God bless you today and each day that follows.
May you hear His voice, follow His footsteps, be comforted
by His care, and live in His grace now and forever.

Our church website has the info. you
need right at your fingertips! Get access to weekly bulletins,
sermons, calendars, upcoming events, pictures and more!

www.immanuelgrinnell.org
Follow us on Facebook!

Immanuel Lutheran Church LC-MS
Subscribe to Pastor’s YouTube channel to listen to sermons!
Rev Dr. Joel Koepp or Immanuel Lutheran Church, Grinnell, IA
Prayer Chain/Prayer Requests....
Who do I contact?
Prayer Chain Email/Bulletin -->> Church Secretary
Please email Amber at immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net for
requests to be sent out on the church prayer email chain and/or
included in the bulletin.
Special Prayer request during Church Service -->> Rev. Koepp
If you would like a special prayer during the prayers of the church
on Sunday, please contact Rev. Koepp: Email: koeppj@hotmail.com
Cell: 507-829-3901 Home: 641-260-8394 Office: 641-236-6691
Office Hours: Monday--Thursday 8am--3pm
Deadline for any bulletin announcements (prayer requests,
meetings, calendar items, ect.) are Thursdays by 5:00 p.m.

2019 Immanuel Officers & Board Members
President			
Youth Board Chairman
Joel McDonough						
Emily Louden

Vice President		
LWML President		
Steve Haase
Maralee Kruse
				
Secretary			
LWML Treasurer		
Kathy Stanek
Susan Schoen
				
Treasurer			
LWML Secretary		
Chris Christinson
Pam Haase
			
Elders 			
LWML Christian Life
Steve Haase								
Denise Cadwell
Darlo Kelting								
Joel McDonough							
Altar Guild					
Ken Mergen				
Helen Thorpe		
Susan Schoen
Trustees			
June Routier 			
Doug Kruse								
Carol Stone
Ben Louden								
Danielle McDonough
Kevin Schultz			
Pam Haase
Pam Sittig
Board of Education		
Esther Huedepohl (Backup)
Sherry Baker								
Megan Schutt			
Markie Koepp			
			
Board of Stewardship 		
Sharon Krumm							
Pamela Sittig								
Cindy Cloyed				
Board of Evangelism & Missions
June Routier								
Dianna Kelting							
Sandy Koch				
Organist			
Esther Huedepohl/Pam Haase
Church Secretary		
Amber Carnine
Sunday School Opening
Pastor Koepp

The Divine Service Introduction
Our Lutheran Heritage of Worship
Pastor David Miller

Trinity Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Sanctus
The Sanctus, or the Holy, Holy, Holy, is the conversation of heaven
that the prophet Isaiah heard when he had an encounter with the
Lord. Isaiah tells us, “I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him
stood the seraphim.... And one called to another and said: ‘Holy,
holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!’” (6:1-3). As he mentions, it was in the very temple of Jerusalem
that he saw into the heavenly throne room that is usually hidden
from human eyes. We know that God was indeed physically present on earth in the temple for it says that “the train of his robe
filled the temple” and the seraphim’s song also says so: “the whole
earth is full of his glory!”
We, ourselves, sing this song during the Service of the Sacrament
because we are about to receive Christ Jesus our King as He sits
before us on the altar in His body and blood, As He visits us in the
Sacrament, heaven and earth meet and the last line of the Proper
Preface is fulfilled: “with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:” and we join in with that wonderful heavenly chorus, “Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and
might: heaven and earth are full of Your glory.” The second part of
the Sanctus is the song of Palm Sunday, when Jesus was met with
loud hosannas riding into Jerusalem as a lowly King to go to His
passion. We also receive our King as He rides into the New Jerusalem, the Church, on lowly bread and wine. We join in with His
people singing, “Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest” (Matthew 21:9).
Though He doesn’t go to suffer and die for us again like He did
following His Triumphal Entry, He does deliver the benefits of that
cross to us as we receive peace and pardon in the Sacrament.

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Stewardship Ministry
December 2018 Newsletter Article
Throughout his epistles and his preaching recorded in the Book
of Acts, St. Paul refers, in one way or another, to thanksgiving and
thankfulness nearly 50 times. Whether vertically toward God, or
horizontally toward the neighbor, thanksgiving is a major theme
within St. Paul’s body of work.
What does this mean? It means thankfulness is intrinsic to the life
of those baptized into Christ. In other words, giving thanks is what
Christians do as they live out their lives in this world.
The problem is that we often forget this. Consider your average,
run-of-the-mill, normal day. When you get home, and your parents, your spouse or your children ask about your day, what first
comes to your mind? After 99 percent of things went right, went
exactly as planned, were enjoyable and blessings, we tend to focus
on and remember the 1 percent of things that went poorly, that
didn’t go as planned, and that were nuisances.
We remember the bad things. We focus on discontent. And we fail
to give thanks in all circumstances for everything (Eph. 5:20) and
to rejoice in the Lord always (Phil. 4:4).
Thankfulness and contentment go together. We are content with
things for which we are thankful. St. Paul could be content with
having plenty or when in need because He gave thanks to the
Lord for all things. He thanked the Lord for those who had prayed
for him and listened to his proclamation of the Gospel. He gave
thanks for their good works in and for the Church of Christ. He
gave thanks for the grace of God in Christ Jesus and found that
God’s grace was sufficient for him.

So, give thanks for all things and in all circumstances dear brothers
and sisters in Christ. For you have been saved from sin, death, and
hell by the death and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. You
have been added to the very family of God in an adoption of grace
through Holy Baptism. God is your Father. Our Lord, Jesus Christ
is your brother.
But He not only provides for your spiritual well-being, He cares
also for this body and life. Your Father in heaven provides food and
clothes, house and home, husband, wife, and children. He gives
you reason and all your senses. He has given you the raw talents
that you have developed into careers. Everything you are and everything that you have is a gift from His fatherly divine goodness
and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in you.
Give thanks for these things. Make a list – every morning if you
must. Say them out loud. Sing about them within the congregation
of the saints. And remember this: God has given you these things
so that you may be of service to those around you – your family,
your neighbors, your brothers and sisters in Christ. For to whom
much is given; much shall be required (Luke 12:48).

Leave your
checkbook at home!
Give electronically instead!
Electronic Giving is
a convenient and
secure way to
provide consistent
financial support
to our church.
Ask for an authorization form from
the Board of Stewardship today!

GIVING 2019

Those currently giving electronically,
if you wish to make any changes to
your offering for next year,
please inform the church secretary.

