Meeting Minutes
Linn Grove PTO
Meeting Date & Time: Tuesday, November 7th at 6:00pm
Meeting Place: Linn Grove Media Center

Meeting Called to Order by Kara Larson
Attendance: 13
Mission Statement:
The PTO is a
volunteer organization
that works exclusively
on behalf of our
children through the
cooperative efforts of
our families and
school staff.
The PTO shall do
this by:
A. Fostering closer
working relationships
between school,
parents, and teachers.
B. Providing a forum
for discussion and
communication
between parents,
administrators,
teachers and the
community.
C. Enhancing the
educational facilities
and opportunities for
the students of Linn
Grove Elementary.

(Officers in attendance: Kara Larson, President; Kelly Ackley, Vice President; Angela
Lincoln, Secretary; Sheri McCormick, Treasurer)

Minutes: Minutes from October 2017 meeting were accepted
1. Building Update
Chad Buchholz, Principal: Post-conferences here and we had 98%
participation, which is one of our highest. End of first trimester is Thursday so
we are 1/3 through our school year. Report cards are going out the week of
Thanksgiving and have a slightly different format per Grant Wood AEA. Our
Linn Grove Technology Committee has been tasked with the project of doing a
review of the hardware and software that we are utilizing in our building. This is
a multi-step process and will be very thorough. There is a group of staff going to
Huntley Community School District in the Chicago area on February 7th
because they have focused on the idea of innovation in the classroom (not just
technology). Garner Elementary in North Liberty is doing great things and
another team would like to go there. We will go see and then figure out what we
can do the Linn Grove Way. We are focused on printing and cost associated to
see if we can use money on tools in classroom that are not paper-based and how
much we can benefit the learning process. Staff change announcement is Bri
Baranowski has accepted a teaching position within the district, ELL position.
Bri’s position has been posted and interviews will be starting soon, hoping to fill
in December/January. Someone will be hired before she transitions to her new
position which supports Linn Grove, Wilkins, and Echo Hill so we will still see
her every day in the afternoon. Please complete the Bright Bytes district-wide
survey by Friday, November 17th. Surveys are focused on the building you’re in,
parents need to take all surveys they receive for each child that’s a student.
2. Current Business
PTO Events Recap (NFL60, Culvers Night, Trunk or Treat, Movie Night,
Conference Dinners): NFL60: Due to the weather, this event was held indoors
in the gym. Kids had a blast again, however, not as many as first year in the
gym but lots of fun and great feedback. Thanks to Linda and Scott Foens for
doing a great job again this year! Culvers Night: We earned $404.96 and thanks
to the staff for helping (this is the first time we’ve had staff). We had lots of help
and fun. Trunk or Treat: We had about 200 kids despite the cold weather, and 7
decorated cars this year. Thanks to Party City for donating candy this year
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(and our school family that made that happen)! Leftover candy will be put in
storage to use for other events. Conference Dinners: Great change this time in
having PTO purchasing some of it. The staff really liked the pizza from Kum &
Go. We still have a small amount of dishes etc left in the conference room. We
need someone to chair Spring Conference Dinners. We’ll likely try Zio Johno’s
for donations in the spring. Tara Anderson suggested adding a $10 donation to
the volunteer sign up like Excelsior does, then send money into the office or
with the student.
Vouchers Final Count: 32 out of 39 staff used vouchers this year. $1,111.70
was spent from $1500 budget, so the $347 unspoken for will go some other
place, some used for Teacher Incentives.
Fitness Station Update: Fairfax Greenhouse & Landscape Inc. will be
conducting a walk thru by the end of this week or beginning of next week. They
will begin installation afterward, weather-permitting. Chad has still not heard
from the Foundation regarding our grant request. Becca did receive $500 from
Wal-Mart grant request.
Write One For Linn Grove: We have had $590 donated so far, $460 of that
online. We will be communicating as much as possible, including the newsletter
going out this week with that as main focus. Deadline for individual incentives
is November 30th so turn in your donations by then!
Science Night: Mrs. Rupe is chairing Science Night this year.
Box Tops: Presented by Kelly Ackley. Contests end this Thursday for Pumpkin
Patch Popcorn Party and Dunkin Donuts for Staff contest. So far year-to-date
box top total is 4,600, plus $84.80 on app. Our total is down some from last
year, partly due to box tops products changing. The Box Tops App is a great
way to earn some extra box tops; however, if you don’t want to install the app
just turn in your receipt to Kelly Ackley and she will take care of it.
Hy-Vee Receipts: Presented by Carmen Bell. As of yesterday our total is
$103,300.24. We are still up about $15,000 over last year so thanks and keep
turning in those receipts!
3. New Business/Volunteer Requests
FFN Chairs: Kara shared a handout listing all the Chairs we need for Family
Fun Night and the position descriptions. We would like to fill Chairs soon and
start meeting in December. FFN is April 20th. Currently Kara Larson is planning
on being the Event Chair and would love a Co-Chair this year so they can take it
over next year. Email Kara at ihi42@mchsi.com if you are interested in being a
Chair. Anyone is welcome to attend planning meetings, you don’t have to be a
Chair.
Holiday Kids Bazaar: Carmen Bell is the Chair. There is a volunteer sign up
created to have people wrap presents in 45-minute shifts. Flyers going out later
this week. Carmen has 10 vendors confirmed, with contract and paid (14 spots
total). Facebook event will be shared soon. Kara will give Carmen access. Per
Chad, we have Friday night blocked out for this event. On Saturday, we’ll need
janitor to open doors at 7:30am, then onsite from 9:30am-2:30pm. Deadline to
sign up is November 27th.
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Video Recap of PTO Meeting: Kara Larson is going to start posting short recap
video of these PTO meetings on Facebook. Be sure to like our page, Linn Grove
PTO.
District Update: Voting on an upcoming bond will likely take place in
September or December of next year, not in April. Waiting to see what takes
place with the penny sales tax. Hope is for same plan but to lower the bond
amount due to the penny sales tax.
4. Teacher’s Requests
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There are no requests this month. We have $2500 left in Teacher’s Requests.
5. Officers’ Reports
Treasurer’s Report presented by Sheri McCormick.
6. Open Discussion
a) Shutterfly and Tiny Prints will give Linn Grove PTO a portion of sales.
We will have more information in the newsletter and online.
b) Drawing for Teacher Inventive will be later this week.
c) Chad shared that Misty Banks sent an email asking about doing a Beach
Body promotion. If she wins, she would like to donate a portion of her
winnings to Excelsior and Linn Grove.
d) Becca is trying to coordinate a group of parents to go down to legislature
to advocate for education. If anyone is interested to go at end of January or
beginning of February, there is a meeting with JT is on January 11th at
6:30pm for more information.
e) Kelly Ackley mentioned Chick-Fil-A night needs volunteers to run the
games. Kara is going to have something for teachers sign up soon.
7. Meeting Adjourned At: 7:30pm
8. Upcoming Events
11/14 Chick-Fil-A, 5:00-8:00pm – 10% back with flyer
12/9 Kids Holiday Bazaar, 10:00am-2:00pm, everything $10 or less
12/13 LaCantina Day, all day 10% back with flyer
Don’t forget to turn in Box Tops & Hy-Vee receipts!
Next PTO mtg is Dec 5th!
Record volunteer hours at http://volunteers.linnmar.k12.ia.us/login.asp
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