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THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO CONSTITUTION
REFORM QUANDARY

Tobago News
No response from Constitution
Where are we going?
When proceedings relating to our constitution since the turn of the 21 st century
are examined, one is left amazed and disappointed.

A slew of groups and individuals have been having a field day with our
constitution under a number of headings and banners with some of the major
headings being: Tobago House of Assembly Bill No 1 and No 2 of 2011; The
Constitution (Amendment) Tobago Bill 2013; Meaningful Internal SelfGovernment for Tobago; The Government Green Paper on Constitution Reform;
and National Consultation on Constitutional Reform.

Reform Commission over London
claims

Constitution talks
begin in Tobago
Trinidad Guardian

Jack delays internal selfSome of the groups engaged in this exercise include:

1. The Tobago House of Assembly (THA)

government talks
Tobago News

2. The People’s Partnership (PP) or Central Government,
3. The Tobago Organization of the People (TOP).

More time to participate in

4. The Tobago Platform of Truth (POT)

Constitutional Reform

5. A group identifying itself as Tobago’s Political Leaders.
6. The Ministry for Tobago Development.

Tobago News

7. A Commission appointed by the THA.
8. A Commission appointed by the Central Government
Coming out of this is that there is no clear pathway to where we are going.

Following the general elections of 2010 the PNM Political Party which was
rejected by the Tobago electorate began a drive through the THA to force the
Central Government into Constitution Reform. At that time this seemed to have
meant forcing a revision of the revised THA Act of 1996. The PP-run Central
Government counted with its own Green Paper.

Anger at constitutional
reform debate
Tobago News
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E d i t o r i a l

Constitution Reform
Commission favours a
“greater degree of selfgovernment for Tobago”

As the THA elections of 2013 came around, the PP campaigned on
behalf of the TOP by pushing the theme: Meaningful Internal SelfGovernment for Tobago. Following the 2013 THA election where the PP
under the guise of the TOP was rejected, a Commission was appointed
by the Central Government to conduct National Consultations on
Constitutional Reform. The PNM-dominated THA countered by
appointing its own Commission and by bringing together the so-called
leaders of Tobago political parties for what reason, it is not yet clear.
More recently, the Ministry for Tobago Development, which really
represents the Central Government in Tobago, convened a series of
meetings aimed at addressing various aspects of our constitution and
constitution reform.

Tobago News

Amendments to the Constitution

Trinidad Express

What is what? Who is what? And where are we going?

Energy has been being expended and continues to be expended in
several directions with indications that no conclusive usefulness will be
the outcome. There is need for constitutional reform, but so far, no
structured approach has been in the offering. At this point all the players
can walk away with nothing to lose. And this may very well be the
outcome.

The great danger is that if conscientious people, and more so,
Tobagonians do not pay attention to what is going on, we can very well
find ourselves at the mercy of something that is worse than what is an
already existing bad situation.

Mervyn O’Neil

Hybridisation
of our
Constitution
Trinidad Express

The joker
is wild
Trinidad Express
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The problem generally with most constitutions lies in implementation,
and not in the virtues enshrined therein. This is true whether a
constitution is short and terse or voluminous and long-winded. For
Trinidad and Tobago, the first question that needs to be answered is
whether this exercise by the various groups is about constitutional
overhaul, about changes aimed at rectifying Tobago’s situation, or
about any of this in the first place?

1(868)372-3428

PART I

The Tobago Economy
Provisional updates of the Initial CSO Estimates
Dr. Vanus James
Senior Fellow; Adjunct Distinguished Professor
Scotiabank Chair, UTech, Jamaica.

These satellite-type estimates provide baseline measures
of the modern Tobago economy, with projections to 2015.
Introduction – The Tobago Economy

How big is the Tobago economy? Can
Tobago take care of itself? How fast is
the Tobago economy growing? Are
things speeding up or slowing down,
given all that is happening in the modern
world economy? What activities are
really contributing to Tobago’s wellbeing? Does Tobago really have an energy sector, given the amount of activity seen just offshore day and night?
How big can the budget be? Answers to
all these kinds of questions are provided
by the estimates of the gross domestic
product of Tobago. The estimates
measure all of the officially recognized
final goods and services produced
within Tobago’s boundaries each year.
They also measure activities not recognized in the official estimates. Each
year’s measure adds up the value of
all activities in the economy that sell
output through legal and formal markets. Estimates are provided below for
the years 2010 to 2015. Below are updated preliminary estimates of the level

of activity in Tobago, generated
based on the provisional estimates built by the CSO (Table 1).
Estimates are also provided of
the potential standard of living
and the revenue capacity of the
rapidly changing Tobago economy. The estimates were made
possible by two surveys conducted in Tobago in 2010/2011
– both funded in part by the
THA under the WIPO project to
estimate the contribution of the
copyright-based industries to
Tobago and to Trinidad and Tobago.
The estimates show an economy
of Tobago that is on the verge
of an explosion of economic
activity in its energy sector, at
least with respect to both exploration and production of gas.
Overall, it is estimated that the
Tobago economy generated val-

ue-added of TT$4.85 billion in
2011, and grew by 27.4% in nominal terms from TT$3.8 billion in
2010 (See Table 3 below). The sector breakout is provided below.
Further, the economy is projected to generate a GDP of TT$6.3
billion in 2012. On a conservative baseline estimate, the GDP of
Tobago is likely to be about
TT$15.2 billion by 2015. The economy is also projected to yield per
capita GDP of US$17,614 in 2012,
rising to US$35,696 in 2015. The
revenue capacity of the economy,
assuming prudent policy of 30%
tax on the GDP and borrowing at
46.6%, will be TT$3.7 billion in
2011, rising to TT$6.5 billion in
2015. This would make Tobago the
richest economy per capita in the
Caribbean. These revenues would
be adequate to finance necessary
restructuring of the economy towards a strong capacity-building
sector.
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Table 1: The Official Economy of Tobago

Industry ( Millions TT$)

2010

2011

PETROLEUM INDUSTRY

31.5

Exploration and Production
Refining (Incl Atlantic LNG)
Petrochemicals
Service Contractors
Distribution

NA
NA
NA
NA

Asphalt Production

NA

NON-PETROLEUM INDUSTRY
Agriculture
Export Agriculture
Domestic Agriculture
Sugar:

31.5

2,222.4

Textile, Garments and Footwear
Printing, Publishing etc.
Wood and Related Products
Chemicals and Non-Metallic Minerals
Assembly Type and Related Industries
Miscellaneous Manufacturing
Services
Electricity and Water
Construction and Quarrying
Distribution and Restaurants 2
Hotels and Guest Houses
Transport, Storage and Communication
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate, etc.
Government
Education and Cultural Services
Personal Services
FISIM 3
Add: VALUE ADDED TAX (VAT)
GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT

2. Economic Sectors

NA
2,580.1

28.0

32.6
0.1

0.1

27.9

Sugar refineries
Cane farming and cultivation
Distilleries
Manufacturing 1
Food, Beverages and Tobacco

NA
NA
NA
NA

32.5
0.0

0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0

31.5

44.1
22.1
NA
NA
0.9

NA
NA
1.1

29.4

19.8
0.0
1.1

2,162.9

0.0
1.1
2,503.4

NA
174.1
122.5
171.5
525.1
328.8
531.3
168.5
141.2

NA
168.7
124.8
175.1
561.9
493.2
702.4
178.0
99.3

NA
NA
2,222.4

NA
NA
2,611.6
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2. Economic Sectors
There are four broad activity groups in the official estimates: (i) The Petroleum Industry; (ii) Agriculture; (iii)
Manufacturing; and (iv) Services (Table 1). The official estimates show no significant activity in the Tobago Petroleum
Industry in 2010 and 2011, but reports GDP of TT$2.3 billion in the Non-Petroleum Industries in 2010 and GDP of TT$2.6
billion in 2011. However, the official estimates for the Manufacturing Industries and the Service Industries are
incomplete because data are missing for ‘Textiles, Garments and Footwear’, as well as “Printing, Publishing, etc.”
in the manufacturing sector, and for ‘Electricity and Water’ in the services sector. Data are also missing for the valueadded tax and the indirect measure of the value of financial services produced in Tobago.

2.1. Tobago’s Petroleum Sector
Table 1 indicates that the official estimates of the economy of Tobago report no output of its energy sector. The
data allocates all exploration and production to the Trinidad economy. This is obviously not true. Moreover, the matter
can only be resolved either way by identifying Tobago with boundaries defined as if it were an independent
country. The same applies to Trinidad. The attached Map of Trinidad and Tobago identifies these boundaries,
broadly.

By the data represented in the Map, Exploration and Production, the largest share of the national GDP, is occurring in
the following blocks identified to various degrees as Tobago blocks: Block 3B, Block 22, NCMA1 – NCMA4 in which
exploration and development work, as well as production (NCMA1). Table 2 provides details.

Table 2: Blocks of Exploration and Production of Gas in Tobago
Block in Exploration or Production
Block 22
Block 3B
NCMA1
NCMA2
NCMA3
NCMA4

Share of Block in Tobago
100%
8%
20%
60%
5%
96%

Operator
Centrica / Petrotrin
Kerr McGee / Primera / Petrotrin
British Gas (BG) / Centrica / EMI / Petrotrin
Petrotrin / NIKO Resources (Caribbean Limited) / RWE
NIKO Resources / Petrotrin
Centrica, Venture North Sea Oil / Petrotrin

Type of Activity
Exploration
Exploration
Production
Exploration
Exploration
Exploration

Several questions arise. The first is the value of the exploration and production activity in Tobago. The second is the
projected investment path in the industry. A third key question is the allocation of sector assets between domestic and
imported capital but no data exists to answer this question at this time. One approach to gauging the scale of activity is
to look at the activities of the operators or the scale of investments being undertaken. Some of the background
information available is as follows:

1. Activities
a. Exploration
i. After announcing that its exploration efforts in Block 22 Cassra – 1 well resulted in a
“significant natural gas discovery”, over a 68 square kilometer area, up to 0.6 to 1.3 trillion
cubic feet of contingent resources, the company sold its interests at US$380 million in February
2011. Normally, about 70% of this sale value will be value-added in the exploration industry,
credited to the 2010 economy. This amounts to about US266 million.
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ii. The works of exploration has since been continued by Centrica into 2011 at an accelerated
pace. As noted by Petro-Canada's Executive Vice-President of International and Offshore, Peter
Kallos, “This is an exciting result for us, because it is the first well in a four-well program on
Block 22”.
iii. Centrica reports that since 2011, “work has been going on” in NCMA4 in the form of several
surveys, and in particular that “[T]here has been a very successful seismic programme – one of
the largest programmes that have been held” [Centrica Energy NCMA4 Tobago Public Consultation]
Production (Gas, NCMA1)
i. British Gas Trinidad and Tobago (BGTT) is a major gas producer in Trinidad and Tobago, and its
major areas of operation includes NCMA 1. Production in Tobago has been ongoing in the
NCMA 1 field since 2002. BGTT has reported as follows: “In 2002, BG Group and its partners
announced first gas production from the NCMA Hibiscus field into Atlantic LNG Train 2. NCMA is
contracted to supply 240 mmscfd1 gas to Train 2 for up to 20 years, in addition to 45 mmscfd to
Train 3. Production into Train 3 started in 2003. NCMA started to supply gas to Atlantic LNG
Train 4 in 2005. The Train 4 supply contract is for approximately 80 mmscfd for 10 years.”
(http://www.bg-group.com/OurBusiness/WhereWeOperate/Pages/TrinidadandTobago.aspx ).

ii. It is important to observe that the NCMA1 is one of BGTT’s major gas
production fields.

Note that 20% of NCMA 1 is in Tobago. The gas for the Atlantic LNG Trains comes from several blocks, an important one
being the NCMA blocks. The estimated flow of gross sales from the Atlantic LNG trains at net unit prices, called the
netback price, is reported in Table 3. The estimates reveal that the sales accruing from the Tobago fields are
approximately US$577,661.1 million between 2002 and 2012.
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Table 3: Baseline Realized NCMA sales through the Atlantic LNG Trains, 2002 to 2012
Valuation
Value
Value to
Base in
Per Day
Date
Supply
Netback
(Million
(Million
Contracts
!
USD)
USD)
Atlantic
Years to
(mmscfd)
Price
LNG Train
Date

Value to Date
/ Tobago @
20% (Million

Contract
Period in
years

USD)

Train 2

240

2.35

564

10

$2060010

$412,002

20

Train 3

45

2.35

105.75

9

$347626.7

$69,525.34

20

Train 4

80

2.35

188

7

$480669

$96,133.8

10

$2888306

$577,661.1

All Trains

857.75

!The netback price is calculated by taking all of the gross sales of the gas, less total costs associated with getting the

gas to market. The costs vary and but will generally include at least importing of intermediates for production, piping, liquefaction, transportation, and regasification.
http://www.investopedia.com/terms/n/netback.asp#ixzz2BI42NnXh

2. Investments/Expenditures on Production

BGTT
“BGTT projected some of its Tobago-related investments (NCMA) as follows: “The development of the Poinsettia field
as part of Phase 3c includes accessing the Heliconia and Bougainvillea accumulations as part of Phase 3d. This involved
building a drilling and production platform, the largest structure installed in Trinidadian waters, with initial production
from a single sub-sea well. A pipeline connects the platform to the existing Hibiscus platform 20 kilometres away. First
gas from Phase 3c was achieved in 2009. The drilling programme completed successfully in 2010 via completion of six
development wells, thereby increasing NCMA deliverability to Atlantic LNG. All six wells are on production.

The NCMA 4a compression project which will sustain existing production from the NCMA fields was sanctioned by BG
Group and partners in 2010. Construction of the compression unit commenced in 2012, with first gas due to be
introduced in 2014.”
(http://www.bg-group.com/OurBusiness/WhereWeOperate/Pages/TrinidadandTobago.aspx ).

Note that 96% of NCMA 4 is Tobago.

Centrica – Having acquired full interest in Block 22 and NCMA4, Centrica has committed to continue to implement the
exploration programme taken over from Petro Canada in 2011 and future years, and has already applied for EMA clearance to
ramp up its exploration activities in NCMA4. Further, Centrica has also indicated that it is setting up its operations to
activate production and to “export the 1.2 trillion cubic feet (tcf) of gas it holds in Block 22, north of Tobago”, which is
equivalent to 180 million barrels of oil, and that "Block 22 gas will be produced and delivered to Tobago via pipeline for pretreatment and loading into marine CNG carriers.”2
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Map of Trinidad and Tobago Showing Most Probable Territorial Boundaries

Names and Shares of Boundary Blocks

Pink Gas = ?
Tobago 1899—2011?

Trinidad

Prepared by Claude Taylor for the WIPO ITC Copyright Study of Trinidad and Tobago – Lead Consultant: Dr. Vanus
James, University of Technology, Jamaica
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2.1.1. Assumptions for baseline estimates of Tobago’s Petroleum Sector

In the light of the information made public by the operators in Tobago’s gas fields, it is plausible to make two key
assumptions.
1.

Given that Tobago’s non-petroleum economy is quite small, the rapid acceleration of activity in the gas industry
in Tobago makes it reasonable to assume that the ratio of gas production to the Tobago non-energy output is at
least the same as that in Trinidad and Tobago. Improved information will more than likely reveal a much
higher ratio that could be used in a more realistic scenario.

2. Similar proportionality assumptions are also applicable and plausible for the unreported sectors of Tobago’s nonenergy economy.
3. All activities in the economy will tend to perform on the same basis as in the last two years.

On the basis of this assumption, the estimated gas-related GDP for Tobago was TT$1.355 billion in 2010 and TT$2.03
billion in 2011 (See Table 4). The sector grew by 50% over the year and now accounts for about 42% of the Tobago
economy, up from 35.7% in 2010.

Part II of this report will be published in the
next issue of The Tobago Voice magazine
The entire Report is publish on our
website: www.tobagovoice.com
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Where Nature is Replete and People are Resplendent

BY STEVEN VALDEZ.

The 2013 TTGFA annual Wahoo tournament was the
first tournament of the year. It was hosted at the
Trinidad and Tobago Yacht Club in Bayshore in February
and was again a huge success. The main contributors to
the tournament include Carib Pilsner, Subway and Copy
-Rite Copy Paper.

There was over TT$35,000 in prize money that was up
for grabs and ninety-six anglers (93 male and 3 female)
competed for a share in it. Nine of them were junior
anglers.

Vidia John of EAGER BEAVER placed second when he
caught one that came in at 56lbs. 11oz. Scott Hosang
of team FANCY MAN 11 took third place with his
55lbs. 7oz Wahoo. Mike De Freitas of GO UP D’
ROAD placed fourth with his Wahoo that weighed
52lbs. 2oz. JP Agostini of SOAK IT took fifth place
with his 47lbs. 4 oz. Wahoo.

The best male junior angler prize was won Isaiah
Aleong of EAGER BEAVER and Sioban Costelloe won
best female angler. She was part of team BEE JAY
11.

1,601lbs of Wahoo and 30lbs.12 oz of Dolphin were
brought to the scale over the two day tournament.

The second tournament on the TTGFA calendar was
the International Marlin Madness Tournament in
beautiful Tobago.

On the first day, 1206 lbs. of Wahoo was donated to
several charities: St. Jude’s, Rainbow Rescue, Christ
Child Convalescent Home, St. Dominic’s Home, Lady
Hochoy Home, the Battered Women’s Home, Villa
Assumpta & Blanchisseusse Community Centre.

Anglers continue to participate in this prestigious
tournament from many different countries and the
year 2013 was no different. 109 entrants came from
as far away as the United States of America, Aruba,
Martinique and Barbados.

Captain Travis Ali of team BLUE FEVER won the
prestigious Best Boat prize with 269 points. EAGER
BEAVER, captained by Roger Aleong placed second with
214 points followed by captain Richard Boyack of team
BEE JAY 11 with 208 points.

The President of the International Game Fishing
Association (IGFA), Rob Kramer said that the
Trinidad and Tobago Game Fishing Association
(TTGFA) International Marlin Madness Tournament
is proof that a well-run event supported by a strong
game fishing association equals the key to success in
the sport. He went on to say that many clubs and
tournaments around the globe are struggling due to
economic influences and the competition for time;
however, the TTGFA continues to show the world
that it can be done and can be done well.

Brendon Delmada of team LYRICS reeled in a Wahoo
that weighed in at 68lbs. This was enough for him to
walk away with the heaviest Wahoo prize on prize
giving night at the Trinidad and Tobago Yacht Club on
Monday 25th of February, 2013.
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Not only did the management committee do a great job in
hosting the tournament but the twenty-two teams that
participated also performed well. In all, there were twenty-six
billfish releases. Twenty-one of those were Blue Marlins and five
were sailfish. Twenty-four Dolphins, thirteen Wahoo and three
Yellow Fin Tunas were brought to the scale, which was
positioned at the iconic jetty at Pigeon Point.

Team REEL STEEL, captained by Shane Ferreira along with
crewmembers Fernando Navarro, Michael De Freitas, Colin
Hamel-Smith, Glen Charlotte and Louis Francois won the
tournament.

The results of the 33rd TTGFA International Marlin Madness
Game Fishing Tournament are as follows:

1. Reel Steel

Mac Lean expressed some disappointment that
there were no junior anglers participating in this
year’s event despite the fact that the event was
purposely scheduled during the Easter school
holidays.

Dr Ellen Peel, the President of the Billfish
foundation, and congresswoman in the United
States of America was in Tobago for the 2013
Trinidad and Tobago Game Fishing Association
(TTGFA)
International
Marlin
Madness
Tournament. She spoke at length at the prize
giving dinner about the importance of
conservation in Caribbean waters. She encouraged
anglers to get involved by organizing themselves
into pressure groups and putting forward proposals
to the various regional governments to ensure the
fish stock is preserved for future generations.

2. Carolina Girl
3. Southern Cross

--------------------------------

4. Gigi 11
5. Temptation
6. Houdini
7. Reel Rogue

Tournament number three on the TTGFA calendar
was the Kingfish tournament that was held on June
22nd and 23rd in Trinidad.

8. Knot Easy
9. Why worry
10. Yellow Fin

At the prize giving presentation after the final day of fishing, Mr
Dave Bobb, the Director of Sport in the Ministry of Sport said
that the accomplishments of the TTGFA and the events they
hosts are worthy of bragging about. He indicated that the world
needed to know of the fantastic fishing grounds that exists in
Tobago and that this tournament still boast of having the
current IGFA World Junior Angler Blue Marlin Record. Sean
Mendonca was fifteen years old in 2008 when he reeled in the
record-breaking 890lbs fish.

President of the TTGFA, Reginald Mac Lean said he was
extremely pleased with the continued support the sponsors
have placed in the International Marlin Madness Tournaments.
Special mention was made of every sponsor and additional
kudos were heaped on the Platinum sponsors: Ministry of Sport
and the Tobago House of Assembly (THA) and Gold sponsor:
Carib Pilsner Light Beer. The Silver sponsors were also thanked
for their continued support. They were Digicel, Budget Marine,
SCL (Petro Canada), Evian Water and Gatorade.

Team Moon Shadow, captained by Brett Thompson
along with crewmembers, Christian Bernard,
Jonathan Bernard, Simon De Freitas and Alan De
Verteuil blazed a glorious win over the competition
in this year’s tournament.

On the first morning, Brett and his team spent
several hours on their 32ft Bowen pirogue focusing
on catching live Bonito to use as bait.

This strategy seemed to have worked, as it was not
long after that he hooked up on the biggest catch of
the tournament: a whopping forty-two pounds and
four ounces Kingfish. The trophy fish was caught by
the light house on the northern end of
Chacachacare .

A little later on in the day team Moon Shadow
reeled in another big Kingfish. This fish was the
third largest Kingfish of the tournament and
weighed in at twenty-eight pounds and eight
ounces.
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Paul Hadeed of team Afunday caught the second largest
Kingfish on the second day. His fish weighed in at thirty-six
pounds and five ounces.

The donated meter will be used to aid in their fight
against the indiscriminate polluting of our rivers that
essentially ends up in our oceans.

In all, twenty boats participated in the highly anticipated
event as this year, the TTGFA decided to allow live bait for
the first time ever in the seven-year-old tournament.

Mr. Mac Lean said that the TTGFA had selected a meter
that had data logging capability, which would allow more
effective data to be passed on to the EMA.

This year also had a few foreign anglers taking part including
Brett Fitzgerald of Florida Sportsman. In all, eighty-three
anglers participated. Seventy-eight men and five women.

Marc de Verteuil and Stephen Broadbridge from the
Papabois Conservation Group were on hand at the prize
giving to receive the donation.

They managed to reel in seven hundred and seventy-one
pounds of fish.

Five hundred and fifty pounds of the catch was donated to
eight charities: Christ Child Convalescent Home, Alward
House, Rainbow Rescue, Lady of the Wayside, Sophia
House, Marion House, Credo House and St. Judes.

Team Moon Shadow ended the two-day tournament with
110.75 points. Team Pick 11, captained by Dominic Wallace
was not that far behind having placed second with a score
of 106.05 points. Third place went to Captain Troy Correia
and his team No Dorothy No with 85.95 points.

Tournament Chairman and TTGFA management committee
member, Paul Thompson indicated that his organization was
particularly pleased with the sponsorship and participation
in the two thousand and thirteen event.
At the prize giving ceremony at the Lure restaurant in
Chaguaramas on Monday 24th of June, he said that the
TTGFA was always grateful for the sponsorship in their
tournaments. The Well Services Group of Companies has
been sponsoring the Kingfish tournament for many years
and by doing so, it allows the TTGFA to give back to the
community by means of fish donations. Mr Thompson
indicated that at twenty-five dollars for a pound of Kingfish,
the donation of 550 pounds, equates to almost 14,000
dollars in donations.
President of the TTGFA, Reginald Mac Lean was pleased to
announce at the prize giving that the association had
purchased a YSI water quality meter from ROSE
Environmental Ltd and donated it to the Papabois
Conservation Group.

--------------------------------------The 15th Annual TTGFA & Ministry of Sport Junior Angler
Tournament that was held on July 6th, 2013 was again a
huge success for both participants and sponsors. It was
the fourth tournament on the TTGFA calendar.

Team Overdue placed first amongst the twenty-eight
teams that took part in the tournament that was hosted
at the Trinidad and Tobago Yacht Club in Bayshore,
Trinidad. They accumulated 54.689 points with their
catch. Team Remedy placed second with 43.814 points
and team Fun Now was close behind them placing third
with 39.752 points.

Ninety-two young anglers took part in the popular annual
event. Many of the junior anglers get an opportunity to
sharpen their skills in fishing techniques on board boats
that are usually captained by senior anglers. This year
saw seventy males and twenty-two females taking part.

A total of five hundred and fifteen pounds (515lbs) of fish
made it to the scale. Over three hundred and fifty pounds
(350lbs) of fish was donated to various charities including
Rainbow Rescue, Sophia House, St. Jude’s, Christ Child
Convalescence Home & the Battered Women’s Home.
The most caught fish this year were Kingfish, Carite,
Cavali, Bacchine, Barracuda and Bonito.
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The best anglers in the various age groups were:

5-7 year old Female – Lacey Rae George
5-7 year old Male – Justin Potter

8-10 year old Female – Ashley Chu Cheong
8-10 year old Male – Andrew Sabga Jr.

Next on the TTGFA calendar was the Tarpon Thunder
Tournament. Team “Ramajay” beat 17 other teams to
win the Trinidad and Tobago Game Fishing
Association (TTGFA) Annual Tarpon Thunder
Tournament, hosted at the Trinidad and Tobago
Yacht Club (TTYC), Bayshore on August 9th,10th and
11th of 2013.

The victorious crew that was captained by Michael
Ross accumulated a total of 3,500 points over the
three-day. These points were tallied from releasing 35
Tarpons or “Silver Kings” as the fishing community
often refers them to.

11-13 year old Female – Bianca Bennett
11-13 year old Male – Joshua Aboud

14-16 year old Female – Maya Matouk
14-16 year old Male – Jessie De Freitas

The President of the TTGFA, Reginald Mac Lean reminded
the large crowd that gathered at the prize giving ceremony
that the success that the tournament enjoys each year
would not have been possible had it not been for the many
sponsors that give of their time and money.

The sponsors were each thanked for their continued
assistance year after year: The Ministry of Sport, Standard
Motor Supplies Ltd, Casfab Ltd, Lezama Electrical Services
Ltd, D. Mankee & Company Ltd, AS Brydens, Associated
Brands Ltd, Micon Marketing Ltd, Skippers Restaurant,
Shimano and Valdez & Torry International Ltd.

Brendan Bernard, the current record holder for the largest
Atlantic Blue Marlin to be caught in the entire Southern
Caribbean had an opportunity to speak with the young
anglers about his experience and the importance of
continued conservation in our waters. He opened up a few
eyes as he spoke about his amazing achievement of landing
a one thousand and five pounds (1005lbs) Atlantic Blue
Marlin on board Predator in the 2013 Tobago Game Fishing
Tournament in Charlotteville. Many of the young anglers
could only relish in the thought of having to reel in such a
massive catch in the years to come.

Captain Marc Telfer and his team “Yamaha
Mapapire” came in second with 3,200 points as they
released 30 Tarpons followed by Captain Christian
Bernard and team “D’Rog” (2,210 points with 22
releases). The crews of these 3 boats have been
consistent in ranking among the best performing
teams from the inception this tournament.

In all 83 anglers – 76 male and 7 females – took part
in the popular annual event, with 13 foreign anglers
from the United States of America, Barbados,
Suriname and the United Kingdom.

Collectively they released 144 Tarpons unharmed all
along the north/western peninsula of the island of
Trinidad.

Simon Bernard won the impressive for the best junior
angler with his 700 points. Nikita Mac Lean won the
best female angler prize with 100 points and the
prestigious best angler honours went to Marc
Agostini fishing on “Taz”. He accumulated an
impressive 800 points. These winners took home
several Torogoz antique bronze trophies and other
prizes
including
beautifully
framed
fishing
photographs, tackle bags, Shimano rods and reels
along with fishing tackle vouchers from Reel Tackle
Shop.
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At the end of 2013, the newspapers were bombarded
with headlines concerning a series of oil spills in the
Southern peninsula. Another matter that made the
headlines was the derelict vessels that are abandoned
in the Gulf of Paria regularly.

Just a few weeks before these events, the Fishermen
and Friends of the Sea (FFOS) and the Trinidad and
Tobago Game Fishing Association (TTGFA) along with
many environmentalists protested outside the
parliament building, against seismic testing. It is
believed that these test have added to the depletion of
fish stock.

You would think from reading all this bad news that
the year 2013 was a year that fishermen would want to
forget, however this was not necessarily so as in
September, the Food Production Minister earned many
friends in the fishing community when he announced
that there will be a ban on most types of trawling in
our waters.

The TTGFA recognizes that for it to remain true to its
mission statement, the organization will have to get
more involved in matters that are relevant to the
sustainability of marine life. We stand ready to assist
in the conservation of marine resources and to
cooperate with other organizations in dissemination of
knowledge in marine and fishing matters.
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A TOBAGO VOICE REVIEW

PARLATUVIER PRODUCES A NEWSLETTER

Caption: Parlatuvier a Tobago Rain-Forest, Blue-Waters village.

The Parlatuvier Village Council has produced the first issue of a Newsletter called the Parlatuvier
News.
This 12-page publication is very informative and should serve as a model and motivator for the
Tobago House of Assembly (THA) and other Tobago entities in terms of what needs to be put into
the public domain.
Through its publication, the Parlatuvier Village Council has stepped ahead of others in providing
information that is necessary to the community and it stands above board in the area of
accountability. For example, in an article entitled Technical Overview, the Parlatuvier News
outlines how grants which have been received from the Ministry of Planning and Sustainable
Development and the United Nations Development Programme have been expended to date and
how remaining funds are proposed to be spent.
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Caption: Stage 1 of the Top River Waterfall which ascends into the Rain-forest.

Besides touching on accountability, the Parlatuvier newsletter provides a bit of history, folklore,
personalities, tourist attraction, and the role of the Village Council in the life and vibrancy of
Parlatuvier as a community.

Parlatuvier with its 300 or so inhabitants and as one of Tobago’s picturesque “Rain Forest and Blue
Waters” villages, provides inspiration and hope.
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President Len Carrington

Secretary Stacy Herbert

Frontline officers of the Parlatuvier Village Council are:
Len Carrington - President
Uris Daniel - Vice-President
Stacy Herbert - Secretary
Rhonda Daniel - Asst. Sec/Treasurer
Michelle Osmond - Trustee
Michael Burris - Trustee
Vernice Smart - Research & Education
Angela Lewis - Welfare Officer
Ray-Ann Moses – Youth Officer
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Airport Personality
&
Talent Night
2013

New Mr. and Ms. Airport Crowned at Airport
Personality and Talent Night 2013
Crown Point, Tobago
Kirsten Des Vignes , Secretary Airport Authority
Sports & Cultural Club

January 11, 2014 –
Airport Personality and Talent Night held on
December 7th 2013 was a diverse display of the artistic
skills of the Staff of ANR Robinson and Piarco
International Airports, held at the Tobago Nutrition
Cooperative Society on December 7th 2013.
The show, hosted by television personalities Avian
Parks and Hans Des Vignes,
began
with
five
competitors vying for the
title of Airport Talent
champion and featured a
wide array of cultural
displays.
Emerging successful was
Woman Estate Constable
Natalie Dick, with her
comical
and
relevant
monologue ‘A Piece of
Airport Laceray” which
elicited laughter and cheers
from the mostly airportbased crowd. Second place
went to Mr. Donaldson
Winchester and Partner
with a spicy salsa dance
while third place went to
the
Airpots
Authority
Calypso Monarch – Piarcobased Elizabeth George.
The delightful and expert
performances of the Talent
competitors set the stage

for the following Mr. and Ms. Airport segments
which entertained the crowds, at many times
bringing them to their feet. The six Ms. Airport
contestants competed in three categories:
Talent, Fashion and Question; while the six men
sought victory in Interview, Fashion and Tribute
to National Icon Segments.
Just before midnight, Mr.
Alphonso James-Daniel was
introduced as the new Mr.
Airport, while Ms. Sarah
Hutchinson was crowned the
first Ms. Airport. The decision of
the expert judges was clearly
difficult, as the competition
between both males and
females was very intense. Both
awardees were honoured with
presentation of crowns by Mr.
Airport 2012 – Jason Guy.
James-Daniel’s
tribute
to
vagrants as his decided National
Icon was however a clear cut
dramatic
leader,
and
his
subsequent stylish white suit
catapulted him to make a clean
sweep of all categories and also
cinch the People’s Choice Title.
First Runner up, Clive Jack also
made a strong showing with a
memorable tribute to the Mighty
Shadow while third place
Anthony Bacchus exhibited his
charm throughout the night,
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showcasing his strength in the interview segment.
The Female competitors all brought their A-games,
with Sarah Hutchinson edging out crowd favourite
and People’s Choice winner Lavion Ashby for the
title of Ms. Airport. Hutchinson’s trump card was
clearly her avant-garde cocktail dress designed by
Sharon Forrester, combined with a spicy talent
display and off the cuff question response.
Meanwhile, Ashby copped her second place with a
crowd hypnotizing spoken-word talent and a
fashion segment that featured some eye-candy for
the females in the Audience. Third place went to
Rae-Ann Thompson, whose talent portrayal and
consistent confidence wowed both judges and
audience.

of Trinidad and Tobago and other sponsors. The Club
congratulates all winners, and promises even bigger and
better things for 2014 and beyond.

The AATT Sports and Cultural Club is a sporting, cultural
and social group established by employees of the Airports
Authority of Trinidad and Tobago in 2008 with a current
membership of approximately 140 persons stationed at the
ANR Robinson International Airport. The Club currently
participates in a number of activities including football and
netball and hosts events, both exclusive to members and
open to the public.

Other awardees were: Piarco-based Kneysa
Nicholson and Leslie Clarke – Ms. And Mr.
Congeniality; Tiffany George and Clive Jack – Ms.
And Mr. Facebook People’s Choice, and; Lavion
Ashby and Leslie Clarke – Ms. And Mr. Photogenic.
Mr. and Ms. Airport were each awarded prizes of
travel to Caribbean Airlines destinations of their
choosing, while the Airport Talent winner walked
away with $3,000.00 cash.
The show was closed off by Oscar B, who got the
crowds out of their seats in an interactive song and
dance segment featuring both covered and original
music spanning decades of popular local and
foreign hits.

Contact:
Kirsten Des Vignes
Secretary
aatt.sports.club.tobago@gmail.com
Office: 639-8547 Mobile: 468-2156

Airport Personality and Talent Night was
memorable not only for the many competitors, but
as evidenced by the reactions of the audience
throught the night, was a continuously
entertaining night of competition.
The A.A.T.T. Sports and Cultural Club wishes to
acknowledge the hard work of all competitors and
staff as well as the generous donations of
Caribbean Airlines, the Division of Community
Development and Culture, the Airports Authority

ANR Robinson International Airport
Crown Point, Tobago
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We make studying fun:
Why study at the
Tobago Hospitality and tourism institute
By Carolyn Correai

N

estled in the sublime, Blenheim hills of Mt. St.
George is a pathway to success known as the
Tobago Hospitality and Tourism Institute (THTI). It was
founded to address the need for trained professionals in this
sector and abounds with infinite possibility for those
passionate about the hotel and tourism industry.
THTI is the first indigenous, tertiary educational institution on
the isle of Tobago to be registered with the Accreditation
Council of Trinidad and Tobago. At inception, the Trinidad
and Tobago Hospitality and Tourism Institute (TTHTI) officially
opened its doors in Tobago on September 7th 1997. However
on May, 31st 2005, the first Board of Directors was selected
by the Tobago House of Assembly (THA) and on March 3rd
2006, THTI was incorporated as a private company. Thus the
organization's name was legally changed to the Tobago
Hospitality and Tourism Institute.
We offer four (4) Associate Degrees in Culinary Arts, Food and
Beverage Operations, Tourism Studies and Hospitality
Studies. We also offer Diplomas in Tour Guiding and Baking
and Pastry Arts as well as a cadre of Self Enhancement
courses including Bartending, Food Art, Quality Customer
Care, Dining and Etiquette, Protocol, Introduction to Hors
d'oeuvres, languages and much more. We also offer specially
customized courses which can be tailored to meet the
demands of your company or organization.
Benefits of studying at THTI:
G.A.T.E. Funding
Associate Degrees and Diplomas are 100% G.A.T.E.
approved for citizens of Trinidad and Tobago 18
years and over. This means the students’ tuition is
completely funded by the government of Trinidad
and Tobago. The student therefore simply has to
cover the costs of their books, caution and annual
fees.

Seamless transfer between programmes throughout the
Caribbean
THTI fully implemented the Caribbean Tourism
Organization's (CTO) Core Curriculum programme in
2006, thereby aligning courses with those taught at
other institutions throughout the region. This allows
students the benefit of a seamless transfer between
tourism training organizations. It also opens a new
window of opportunity for a wide range of
employment prospects.
THTI currently enjoy a 2+2 arrangement with The
University of the West Indies, whereby our students
can study for two years full time at THTI and complete
their Bachelor’s Degree programme in the remaining
two years full time at UWI. They are therefore exempt
from the first year programme in Hospitality and
Tourism studies.
THTI also has an articulation agreement with Canadore
College in North Bay Ontario, Canada. Students who
are enrolled in full time study at THTI and maintain a
Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0 and above have the
option to complete their final semester at Canadore
College.

Serene, picturesque environment conducive to study
At the Tobago Hospitality and Tourism Institute, we have
the best of both worlds. The campus sits on over 99
acres of lush vegetation that once formed part of the
Mount Saint George Estate and Sugar Works
plantation. It sets the backdrop for the perfect
environment conducive to study. The campus is also
rich in history as it still houses the ruins of the sugar
factory's mill, machines and water wheels, storage
basins and damn are located north of the campus.
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Fully air-conditioned,
technologically equipped
classrooms
Our students can enjoy a
comfortable
learning
experience
in
our
airconditioned classrooms all
equipped with wireless internet
access. Some of the classrooms
have been uniquely named
after places of interest and
birds indigenous to Tobago:
Mot
Mot,
Hummingbird,
Speyside Reef, Arawak, Rain
Forest and Quelbe`.
Student Dinners
Students enrolled in our
Associate Degree programmes
have the opportunity to
participate in our Student Dinners in May and
November of every year. The students are graded
for their performance at these dinners whether it
is front or back of the house.
Internships
Students also have the opportunity to intern at
various restaurants, hotels, tour operators etc
throughout the region which are a necessary
component in order to graduate. Here they are
given an insight into the operations of the hotel
and tourism industry which can assist them in the
future career aspirations.
To complete the THTI experience, we have two lovely,
picturesque venues - the Top O' the Mill Restaurant and Bar
and adjacent Heritage Auditorium. They are available for the
rental of weddings, luncheons and dinners, meetings, training,
retreats, conferences, workshops and corporate functions.

At THTI we remain Committed to Tourism,
Committed to You!
You can connect with us via our social media
networks
Facebook – www.facebook.com/

tobagohotelschool

LinkedIn - http://lnkd.in/DNQqj8
And on the world wide web- http://

tobagothti.blogspot.com

We do hope that you choose to make THTI your
preferred choice for study. Our helpful staff is always
willing to assist you in your future study and career goals.
And there are always activities and events to
commemorate the various holidays and milestones in the
history of our school and nation.
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LOOKING AT AGRICULTURE
By Reginald O. Phillips
Food comes first!
This is an indisputable fact recognized and appreciated by
individuals the world over and promoted as the premier slogan
of the FAO. Countries may therefore debate on the most
economic use to which their lands may be put, but in the long
run those who do not produce food must find the wherewithal
for buying or securing it.
Tobago is a relatively small island. Land is so high-priced that
there is the temptation to use available land for the most
financially rewarding enterprises. The overwhelmingly strong
arguments in favour of food security however dictate that all
efforts must be made, all options must be explored to produce at
home some portion of what we consume.
The state must therefore devise appropriate strategies to
facilitate domestic food production of an acceptable quality in a
manner that will generate food availability to our population at
an affordable price.
The road map must be clear from administration to production,
from plan formulation through implementation down to the
utilization of food materials by the householder. Arguments may
be advanced in support of a process that gives prominence to
farmer and farm operations, but poorly administered
programmes often create confusion leading to frustration and
resulting in the disincentive that drives the food producer away
from his business.
The goal must therefore be the production of a basket of
foodstuff which is critically important for the health and welfare
of the population, which can bring a reasonable income to the
farm family, for which Tobago has a distinct competitive
advantage, and which if produced to maximum capacity, can be
exported in a raw or manufactured state for reasonable financial
returns.
The basket may be determined initially by the nutritionist but

must include components of protein(as in milk, meat,
fish and legumes), components of vitamins(as in
fruits and leafy vegetables), and components of
carbohydrates (as in root crops and food crops).
There must of course be administrative oversight in
guiding or directing the achievement of this goal, and
a public service sector becomes a necessity.
This sector may be headed by an official versed in
general management supported by two sector
technocrats with expertise in agriculture and
fisheries. These three top professionals will form the
core of a planning and implementation unit and will
invite expertise from nutrition, marketing, and other
specialized agencies as the planning exercise may
require from time to time.
The agriculture sector must be subdivided into
manageable geographical districts using numbers
rather than village names for identification purposes.
Each farm district will be serviced by an agricultural
foot-soldier appropriately trained in general
agriculture. This sub-professional field officer will be
responsible for all agricultural operations within his
district and will serve as secretary to the district
farmers association. Such intimate bonding of
farmers and officers will facilitate the easy transfer of
technical knowledge, as well as the two way flow of
general information between the planners and the
producers.
The fisheries sector will be appropriately staffed in
like manner to promote the interconnectivity
between office and fisher-folk.
This lean body of technical personnel will provide
the efficiency so badly needed in agriculture
administration. Supporting office staff of a clerical
and financial nature will of course be necessary.
Agriculture related institutions or agencies must be
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LOOKING AT AGRICULTURE
invited to establish demonstration farms at strategic
geographical locations in Tobago. The University, IICA,
CARDI,etc may be allocated parcels of statelands for
this purpose. Informal training of farmers will be
achieved by organized visits to these stations by the
farmers associations.

and any serious effort can be tailored and packaged to create
an economic venture. Small plots of any crop managed by a
small farm family may be replicated in a district to produce the
targeted amount required by the packing house. Similarly, the
total catch from several pirogues can meet the the targeted
fish requirement.

A deputy to the Technical head will collate field
reports and will provide the planners with field
information like current production levels, pest/
disease problems, marketing issues, etc so that
problem alleviation measures may be factored into
plans for ensuing periods. Production strategies like
zoning,or subsidies, or communal irrigation systems
may also arise out of this flow of information.

Tobago must avoid the misconception that agriculture is “no
big thing”.

Critical to the success of any food production effort is
an appropriate marketing system. It may be necessary
that the State establish a packing house where
commodities produced by farmers (possibly on a
contract basis) are collected, cleaned, graded,
packaged, and refrigerated for distribution to
consumers (hotels, restaurants, vendors, school
nutrition co-op, house-holds). Provision should also be
made for excesses to be manufactured or exported
according to demand. The packing house may be a
joint venture between the THA and the farmers
association with the farmers eventually gaining full
control overtime.
Statelands may be leased to farmers associations for
the production of specific crops or the rearing of
specific livestock or for aquaculture projects. While
service sheds and store rooms may be necessary,
construction of houses on leased lands should be
strictly forbidden.
A usually compelling argument against the likely
profitability of agricultural ventures in Tobago is the
question of economies of scale. It is often argued that
Tobago lacks the critical land mass for bulk production
and the population numbers to make serious
production worthwhile. However “small is beautiful”

There must be the right attitude and the right combination of
knowledge and skill to guarantee sustained successes in the
field of agriculture. Some farmers produce excellent crops but
harvest or handle carelessly so that the crop quality
deteriorates even before it reaches the consumer. Some
farmers spend such little time on their holdings that flourishing
crops fall prey to pests or praedial larceny. Some crops are left
in the field beyond the optimum growth period and so are less
desirable than if harvested on time.
The planners must therefore formulate appropriate training
programmes to ensure that knowledge gaps are plugged and
our production, already limited by physical landspace, is not
further reduced by inexperience or lack of knowledge.
Farming and fishing are fraught with risks and uncertainties.
Every effort must therefore be made to minimize input
expenditure and maximize output returns. The optimum point
of balance requires judgment based on experience and
training. Luck is sometimes a vital consideration but is always
superseded by knowledge, experience and devotion.
The impending Constitutional Reform may allow Tobago the
opportunity to reorganize its business towards greater
relevance. Its public service must be leaner, its work ethic
must be at an acceptable level, its agriculture must be
structured to make it more productive , and its tourism
sector , like all other sectors, must seek to consume what we
can produce locally.
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A

round 1957 when he assumed the Principal’s role, E. C. R.
Blackett introduced Agricultural Science as an academic
subject into Bishops High School (BHS), Tobago. Under
the early teachers of the subject, the practical
component of the learning process for students was emphasized.
They planted gardens and reared animals at school.

Very many graduates of that system went on to study at the
Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture in Trinidad, and others,
later, at the University of the West Indies (UWI).
Before you knew it, Agricultural Studies became a stepping stone
towards other academic professions for these Tobago students. So
let’s trot out the names of some of these graduates and check out
where they would have gone:

James Harris (deceased): Health Administrator and Horticulturist
2014 AGRICULTURAL PLANTING PARADE

Nola Donaldson-Collier: Government Farm Supervisor
Vernon Davis (deceased): Agriculture Administrator
Carl De Freitas (deceased): Plant-quarantine Supervisor
Arthur Potts: Education Administrator
Carlisle Jordan: Director of Fisheries
Morgan Job: UWI Lecturer/Economics/National Politics
Pathleen Titus: Crop Science Research , CARICOM
Marilyn Dillon:
Consultant

Agricultural

Banking,

Facilities

Jean George-Nichols: Management
Judy London (deceased): Veterinary Medicine
Jerome Keens-Dumas: Public Service Adminstrator
Gary Melville: Secretary of Agriculture, THA
Paul Thomas: Administrator, Division of Finance, THA
Carlysle Dick: Politician, THA

At this time when Agriculture as a “going concern” is
at its lowest ebb, I wonder if we can activate these
“have beens” to be involved in an initiative to plant “a
hundred acres ah dis, an’ a hundred acres ah dat”. The
“dis” and “dat” can be Breadfruit, Sapodillas,
Chattaigne, Guavas, Long and ‘Little Pa’ Mangoes,
Passion Fruit, and things of that nature.

Maintenance
I do not advocate another pilot study, nor another
consultancy-generated paper. All I want is an
agricultural initiative supported by the Tobago House
of Assembly and backed by private sector input.

Look! We have attempted much, much more
expensive experiments which have turned out “duds”.
If we spend a two-to-five year period trying something
like this, I can only see “win-win”, if only from “trying
to try to be practical!”

Ruth Adams-Redman: Agriculture Administrator
Kenneth Murray: Agriculture Administrator
Raye Sandy: Acting Permanent Secretary
Carlton Roberts: ECIAF
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Our system allows for a government, once in power,
to follow the same pattern over and over again each
five-year period with the main aim being to erase
the projects of predecessors where possible and
claim credit for their accomplishments while in
office.

il

You too must become selfish and must not be
blinded by the issue of who to choose for
government but on how you could achieve the
fastest and the best means to self-survival and a
livelihood. This should be the priority!

’Ne

A group of selfish and avaricious scamps, elected by
the citizenry NOT for the people, but FOR and ON
BEHALF of themselves which means the acquisition
of power solely to promote themselves as better
than their predecessors, much to the detriment of
the NOT-SO-BLIND citizenry.

S. O

Today, a definition for the word “Government” can
read:

nos

rinbagonians
lend
me
your
understanding. I write, neither as a
means of praising nor to denigrate members of any
government but, to ask you to reflect on the general
character and performance of those in government
over the years, who as they claim – are supposed to
be honorable men and women.

E
By

T

(Tobago Voice)

LIGHT ON THE DARKNESS OF
ELECTED GOVERNMENTS

The contents of our 2014 Calypsoes
speak for themselves regarding where
Trinidad and Tobago is as a society. The
theme
of
disappointment
with
government is so overwhelming that the
following article which was submitted to
the Trinidad Express Newspapers in
November 1991 (23 years ago) for
publication is reproduced here.
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The portfolio of each government can read:
1. Demolition of projects attempted by predecessors.
2. Re-structuring of the same projects with taxpayers’
money.
3. Visiting more countries and in greater numbers
and frequency than predecessors.
4. Donations to high profile charities abroad while
neglecting the needy and deserving at home.
Make handouts to community projects and distribute
overdue back-pay or okay salary increases towards the
end of each five-year term.

THE BLOGS
This government has
outlived its mandate and
usefulness.
Are all of you so

So now what was in the Dark has come to Light!

daft that lies

Would it not be more economical to complete projects
which have been started rather than to demolish or
abandon them – very often to start over only taking
credit this time around?

have become
truth?

Shouldn’t there be legislation to the effect that what
was started by a former government should be
continued if only from an economical point of view?
And now that you have seen the Light, think SELF and
not GOVERNMENT! Replace the honorable vampires
with those through whom you may receive the
quickest and best returns on the taxpayers’ dollar.
We, the citizens are the bosses and should at all times
dictate the issues that need to be addressed along
with timeframes for accomplishment. Bear in mind
that taxpayers pay governments, bodies of men and
women, to provide services.
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Key Issues to Consider
By
Dr. Vanus James

T

rinidad and Tobago has a troubled
constitutional history, to put it modestly. The
people were not integrally involved in shaping
the 1962 constitution and it is not surprising
that the only roles assigned to them is “vote” and ‘obey
the law”. With continuous signs of public disaffection
from the start, there have been several attempts at
reforming the constitution, with limited success when it
comes to the essential issues at stake. Any attempt at
constitution reform in Trinidad and Tobago must
explicitly consider the rights and interests of the island
of Tobago in the nation, and the way the constitution
will address them. Several specific issues arise: (i) the
definition of the boundaries of each of the islands
comprising the nation – what is Tobago; (ii) federal
design of the republic, between Tobago and Trinidad,
and the role of community economy and community
government (iii) the general model for public control of
the powers of the Cabinet and the Executive Council;
(iv) financing island government; (v) the role of the
people, and in particular the types of direct democracy
mechanisms necessary; (vi) the schedule for the Federal
Government. Our assignment here is to address (iv) financing island government - but all the other issues
have a bearing. Consider two.
What is Tobago?
The current law and two sets of proposals, and the
Constitution of Trinidad &Tobago, identify different
boundaries for Tobago. The Prakash Report is silent on
the matter but it will have to be clarified if the
constitutional provisions for financing are to make
sense.

Election and Powers of the President of the
Republic
Financing and budgeting are managed under special
laws, and we will have to care about how these laws
are made, especially the role and control of the
Presidential signature.
The method of selection of the President is a
significant issue that must be addressed, but
it is much more important to determine
explicitly how the Presidential Signature will
be supervised.
The key issue for Tobago is that the people, not
the Chief Secretary, must effectively have
the final control. This has to be addressed.

Financing and Budgetary Powers
Powers of financing exist in two distinct ways. One is
the flow of funds into and out of the consolidated
fund allocated to each island. The other is to take
steps to address the flow of funds through the
Tobago economy generally, and in particular to
address:
Financing of Tobago’s big development
push,
tax policy,
monetary policy to affect interest rates;
exchange rate policy,
inflation rate management
use of bonds for short and long term
borrowing.
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Regarding the Consolidated Fund and the Tobago House of
Assembly Fund, it is unwise to include any specific
formula in the Constitution. Change of such a formula
would be too difficult if circumstances require such
change. A clause calling for a formula might be
acceptable and a “Finance Act” prepared to embed the
formula.
Given what is now known or can be known about the
revenue flows from the gas reserves in Tobago, it is no
longer a good strategy to assign a fixed percentage of
the budget to Tobago, even with borrowing rights.
Borrowing rights are vital, considering the need to
use it along various forms of equity to raise
working capital.
Taxation policy and tax collection aimed at the
economic activities of Tobago are also vital
rights, linked to the efforts to develop and
benefit from the economy of Tobago.
In any case, if a percentage strategy is used, then the role of
the people of Tobago in setting the total national
budget will have to be revisited.
Tobago’s powers on the off-budget revenues and spending
must be considered, especially those related to
contracts entered into by the National and the Tobago
governments.
Tobago’s capacity to pursue external (foreign) grant
financing and development cooperation must be
addressed.
The Optimal Budgetary Solution: The optimal solution is to
abandon the explicit fractional revenue sharing system and let
the shares be an outturn from the market response to the policy
initiatives of government. Such a shift must be designed by the
legislature in Tobago and the National Legislature, with each
able to impose taxes on the citizen. Therefore revenues come
from:
A National tax
A Tobago tax
Other budget devices, including
Interest and dividends
Loans
Grants
Sale of property and related capital gains
Independently financed mandates from the
National government.
Other.

In each jurisdiction, the tax rate is set politically,
mindful of the other rates. Pressures are brought
to bear accordingly by the relevant
representatives. Practically, if the national rate is
cut or kept low, it gives Tobago more room to
choose tax rates, and other devices, to stimulate
the economy. The disadvantage here is the fact
that there are only two taxation jurisdictions,
and Tobago is an island, so there are not
sufficient competing interests to amount to an
effective discipline one or the other party.
Suboptimal Alternative: One alternative is to
have:
A fixed share on a resource basis, say a fixed
share of energy revenues.
Taxation powers at all levels.
If this option is considered, then the constitution
will have to address the boundary issues as well
as the democracy issues related to control and
oversight of Cabinet. This brings the powers of
the people into view.
The second aspect of the financing
responsibility is the related policy agenda that
influences the flow of funds through the
economy. In this regard, each island must:
have full access to the power to
establish
any
financing
arrangements needed for its big
development projects,
be able to set its own island tax policy,
have an explicit say, to address the
design of monetary policy to affect
Interest rates and inflation;
The exchange rate,
have unconstrained use of bonds for
short and long term borrowing.
Policy coordination is vital at this level, so each
island must have an appropriate number of seats
on the Central Bank Board or on any other
federal institution making policy that will affect
the financing of Tobago.
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Financing Provisions for Community
Renewal
Financing of Tobago also concerns how community
renewal will be paid for. One of the central requirements
of democracy in Tobago is the redevelopment of the
constituent local economies with adequate capacity to
finance and relatedly force representatives to represent
the constituencies in the legislature rather than represent
the political parties. This makes the process of economic
renewal a central foundation of sound constitution reform
and sound budgeting and financing. In turn, this means that
funding for the THA must be disaggregated funding, with
budgets earmarking specific sums for community renewal

in suitably defined community groupings as specified
above, and thus with a budget for each Community
Development Authority.
Looking in 2014, we still recommend a baseline
budget of about TT100 million for each
Community Development Authority, and TT200
million for the Scarborough Development
Authority, subject to variation and approval by
the Tobago Legislature.
This should go along with a capped provision for
working capital, recommended to be up to 15%
of the baseline budget that is finally agreed.
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U N C A R I N G
By Lloyd Lorenzo Phillips

They maul,

B

They break,
uccoo Point

They trample.

Where are the corals

Ignorant that

That graced your reefs?

The beauty of the gems

Visitors delight

Must remain untouched

Magnificent sights

To preserve their array.

Under crystal clear waters
Of Buccoo Bay.

Was there no concern?
Monetary gain did occur.

No protection sought

Information reveal

For the sights to behold

That operators

As parents do to children

From other shores

Or as animals keep watch

Pigeon Point for sure

Over their young.

And Store Bay
Did intrude.

Locals and foreign
Through enthusiasm

Can Buccoo Reef

Ventured into the habitat

Regain its fame?

Of Nature’s gifts.

Welcome indeed!
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Our Tribute To
MR. Nelson Mandela

1918

2013

M AN DELA — THE SEC ON D C OMI NG ?
By Mervyn O’Neil

1918

2013

I was not a Messiah, but an ordinary man who had become
a leader because of extraordinary circumstances

The last chapter on Mr. Nelson Mandela has not been
written and must not be written for a long time, if ever!

themselves in such wise that no one has been able to
reform them and this has been the cause of terrible
corruption’.

I posit that for those of the volition of looking forward to
The Second Coming, The Second Advent, the Parousia,
The epiphany, the Presence and so forth—you may have
witnessed this in Nelson Mandela. The evidence lies in
his life and the parameters which have been set out for
that event.
Mandela admitted that he was not a religious man – but
a spiritual man. There are many parallels between the
Christ story and the Mandela story. At core is the issue
of the power of the spirit. Mandela gave the world an
opportunity to visit upon this, and herein rest many
strong elements of A Second Coming.

According to theory, The Second Coming was promised
as a fulfillment of what was left unfinished. Mandela
has left us to contemplate that question. When one
notes the universality and satisfaction that
accompanied his passing, it can be concluded that his
was an accomplishment. It is left to time and other
matters to analyze, recognize and apply.
The human world is full of so many challenges that are
centered on negatives that one is often left leaning
towards despair, not hope! A good example of this is
Martin Luther’s observation in 1520 ‘The Romanists,
with great adroitness, have built three walls, about
them, behind which they have hitherto defended

As Walls Come Down
(The Crossover Magazine 1990)

Mandela performed a miracle of immense
proportions by transforming the tyranny of the minority in
South Africa into a hopeful democracy which is intended to
be shared by all as equitably as is humanly possible. The
tyranny of the minority over the majority could have been
easily replaced by the reverse - tyranny of the majority
over the minority.
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Edmund Burke noted that ‘A democracy has many
striking points of resemblance with a tyranny. Of this I am
certain, that in a democracy the majority of the citizens is
capable of exercising the most cruel oppression on the
minority’.

The jury is not yet truly in regarding Mandela’s impact
on South Africa and globally. In Mandela’s physical absence,
South Africa must not lose the light of his spiritual guidance. In
doing so, South Africa runs the great risk of an Apocalypse.

The Mandela story is far from at its end. Africans, and
right-minded people as a whole, must not allow the meaning of
his story to escape, be distorted or otherwise defaced as has
been the case in so many instances regarding Black Folks.

Is Qunu destined
to become the next
Jerusalem?
Nelson Mandela
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REMEMBERING AMIRI BARAKA (LEROI JONES)

Poet Amiri Baraka, political activist,
Courtesy Hulton Archive/Getty Images

POETIC LINKAGE

B y

M e r v y n

O ’ N e i l

Oh! What a wonderful sight to behold
One that fills the heart and soul
th

Culturally, the 20 Century stands out.
Trinidad gave the world the Steel
Orchestra, the only music invented in this
century. The music, literature, social
awareness and poetry of the 20th Century
transcend many boundaries but are yet
not fully digested or appreciated.

Defying a better script;
Members of the Black Poets’ Band
Amiri and Maya hand in hand
Dancing in joy on Langston’s crypt;
Symbolism as strong as one will find

Among the poets of the 20th century who
contributed to this richness is Amiri
Baraka (1934 – 2014), who passed away
on January 9, 2014.
The sonnet Poetic Linkage is published as
a tribute to Amiri’s life and contributions
to American culture.

Sailing despite a rugged sea;
Acknowledging a common cause
A message linked in ebony;
Played out in style and how very
strong
Carved so clear on holy ground,
Despite their heavily weighted chest
Blacks know how, and do things best.

62

Www. Tobagovoice.com

