PENTECOST SUNDAY
May 31, 2020
10:00 a.m.

WELCOME

INVOCATION
PRELUDE...........ooorctsesstsensrsesenssnsn s s se s e e ennnes. OCEANS”
PRAISE SONG..........coorerrrirenssrssnsns e se s e s s eensnenassnens “Oceans”
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SCRIPTURE READING.............c.cccornmrrerrrrrnernnnn Matthew 14:22-33

THE LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING
HYMN #128...........ccoovrre e “He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought”
SERMON ... e e e e Pastor Keith

“THE MIRACLES OF JESUS”

For the Disciples Only - The Water Miracles
Luke 5:1-11; Mark 4:35-41; Matthew 14:22-33; John 21:1-19

CLOSING SONG........cco i crrirircrcrssnssssncssessessssssssssssseas oo “Thrive”
BENEDICTION/BLESSING

EXITSONG.........oooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeevessiesssensneneenenn e ] WLl Praise You”



SUNDAY _

Pentecost Sunday is one of the most ancient feasts of the Church, celebrated early enough to be
mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles (20:16) and Saint Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians (16:8).
Pentecost is celebrated on the 50th day after Easter (if we count both Easter Sunday and Pentecost
Sunday), and it supplants the Jewish feast of Pentecost, which took place 50 days after the

Passover and celebrated the sealing of the Old Covenant on Mount Sinai.

The History of Pentecost Sunday

The Acts of the Apostles recounts the story of the original Pentecost Sunday (Acts 2). Jews "from
every nation under heaven" (Acts 2:5) were gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish feast of
Pentecost. On that Sunday, ten days after the Ascension of Our Lord, the Apostles and the Blessed
Virgin Mary were gathered in the Upper Room, where they had seen Christ after His Resurrection:
And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire
house in which they were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to
rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with the holy Spirit and began to speak in different
tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. (Acts 2:2-4)

Christ had promised His Apostles that He would send His Holy Spirit, and, on Pentecost, they were
granted the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The Apostles began to preach the Gospel in all of the languages
that the Jews who were gathered there spoke, and about 3,000 people were converted and
baptized that day.

The Birthday of the Church

That is why Pentecost is often called "the birthday of the Church." On Pentecost Sunday, with the
descent of the Holy Spirit, Christ's mission is completed, and the New Covenant is inaugurated. It's
interesting to note that Saint Peter, the first pope, was already the leader and spokesman for the
Apostles on Pentecost Sunday.

In years past, Pentecost was celebrated with greater solemnity than it is today. In fact, the entire
period between Easter and Pentecost Sunday was known as Pentecost (and it still is called Pentecost
in the Eastern churches, both Catholic and Orthodox). During those 50 days, both fasting and
kneeling were strictly forbidden, because this period was supposed to give us a foretaste of the life of
Heaven.



