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Club Opens Teen Center 

 
The Boys & Girls Club of Vineland recently 
held a grand opening and ribbon cutting cere-
mony in August 2016 for its new Youth For 
Change Center, which focuses on teen pro-
gramming.  Pictured at right (from left) are:  
Club board member Diane Cristiano, former 
board member Bob Romano, Club director 
Chris Volker, Vineland Mayor Ruben Bermu-
dez, board member John Asselta, and board 
president Shirley Santos at the event which 
included an open house and tours of the site. 

     Alexia Lewis, a member of the Boys & Girls Club of Vineland, represent-
ed The Clubs in New Jersey recently at 2016 Regional Youth of the Year 
competition and celebration in New York City.  Lewis won the regional title 
and competed in the Nationals in Washington, DC in September.   Alt-
hough she did not win Nationals, she was awarded with over $52,000 in 
college scholarship funds to pursue her education at Hampton University in 
Virginia, while majoring in Political Science.  We are very proud of Alexia 
and know she has a great future ahead of her! 

Youth for Success  
Initiative Extended 
     The Club has recently completed the second 
year of grant deliverables for the Youth for Suc-
cess (YFS) Initiative.  The State of New Jersey 
Attorney Generalôs Office supports the efforts of 
the Club (as lead agency) and the Cumberland 
County Positive Youth Development Coalition in 
helping to curb juvenile delinquency in the  
county.   
     To date, over 54 youth have received pro-
gramming and support services since inception 
of the grant (as of September 30, 2016). 
     The initiative continues to work with various 
partners, including: the Cumberland County 
Prosecutors Office; Police Chaplain Program; Big 
Brothers, Big Sisters; Family Success Centers; 
area schools; police departments, and One Stop 
Career Center, just to name a few.   Referrals 
can also be made to such places as First Step 
and Cumberland County Guidance Center for 
substance abuse and mental health counseling.   
                                              Continued on page 4 

     The overall goal of the proposed Initiative is to prevent and re-
duce at-risk and delinquent behaviors of youth throughout the Vine-
land, Bridgeton and Millville areas. Ultimately, the Initiative seeks to 
have a long-term, positive and life enhancing change on the youth 
referred into the Initiative.  
    As mentioned, an array of social services, including substance 
abuse, mental health treatment, family and individual counseling, job 
training and employment placement, and mentoring, as well as aca-
demic help, is available to the at-risk youth.  
     Two major objectives of the Cumberland County Youth for Suc-
cess Initiative is for over 75% of the referred youth to improve their 
connectedness with school (reduced school absenteeism and tardi-
ness; reduced suspensions; and reduced disruptive school behav-
ior) and eliminate any further negative contact with law enforcement.   
     For information on the Youth 
For Success initiative,  
contact Tygh Powell at the Boys 
& Girls Club at 856-896-0244 or 
by e-mail at  
tpowell@vinelandbgc.org. 

YFS youth (right) helped the  
Womanôs Club of Vineland with its 
Memorial Garden as a community 
service project. 

Loweôs Renovation Across 
America Grant Awarded to Club 

To create the largest single initiative ever under-
taken by Loweôs and Boys & Girls Clubs of Amer-
ica, a number of Clubs across the country were 
selected that were in need of significant repairs 
and improvements. Loweôs will support a wide 
range of enhancements ranging from kitchen 
repairs to amenities that influence creativity.   
 
A huge thanks to Loweôs for its support in reno-
vating the Vineland Clubôs teen center.  Pictured 
here are volunteers from the Boys & Girls Club 
and Tri-County Rotary Club that painted a new 
shed and started a community garden project, 
titled Project GROW II. 
 

Maytag Dependable Leader Award 
Presented to Elyse Miller 

Elyse Miller (second 
from right) was 
awarded with the 
Maytag  
Dependable Leader 
Award at a recent 
Hispanic Heritage 
Award Celebration 
sponsored by the 
Club.  Eleven teens 
were also 
presented with  
scholarships at the 
event. 

The Boys & Girls Club recently held an Oldies Dance  
Fundraiser at the North Italy Hall with over 180 people in 
attendance.  Awards of appreciation were presented to 
Toyota of Vineland and BB&T Bank as well as to board 

member John Asselta and event volunteer Peggy Dunphy.  All proceeds 
from this event will support renovation efforts for the Clubôs new teen site, 
The Youth For Change Center, on Crystal Avenue in Vineland. 

(Above) Jerry 
Blavat, the Geator 
with the Heater, 
entertained the  
audience with his 
smooth moves.  

(Left) Club board members con-
gratulate John Asselta (center) 
for winning the ñYouôre The 
Bestò award for all of his help 
with the new teen center.   
Asselta worked countless hours 
in preparing the center for its 
opening in July 2016.   
 
(Right) Bob McCormick, general 
manager of Toyota of Vineland, 
was presented with a Community 
Friend award at the event. 

(Top) Rosie 
Tizzano of BB&T 
Bank was present-
ed with a Commu-
nity Partner award 
and (center) Peggy 
Dunphy a Helping 
Hand  award for all 
of their help. 

Club staffer Lavena Scafe, CPO Chris 
Volker, Lewis and BGCNJ Director Susan 
Haspel at Regonal YOY competition held 
in NYC. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING DONORS: 
 

Sunnyside Farms (Bronze Level) 
 

New Jersey Education Association (Bronze Level) 



 

  

2016-17 Board Members 
 
Shirley Santos 
(President) 
Vineland Public Schools 
 
Michael Morton 
(Vice President) 
Bridgeton Public Schools 
 
Cornelio Sabio 
(Treasurer) 
Vineland Charter School 
 
Shirley Bertacchi 
(Secretary) 
Dynamic Fitness 
 
__________________________________ 
 
John Asselta 
Retired/General Mills 
 
Luba Bodulow 
DePalma Realty 
 
Diane Fischer Cristiano 
Dee Lee Promotions 
 
Dr Stephanie Iglesias 
State of New Jersey 
 
Michael Morton 
Bridgeton Public Schools 
 
Ute Propert 
State of New Jersey 
 
______________________ 
 
Christopher J. Volker 
Chief Professional Officer 
 
JamieLynn Eldridge 
Unit Director, Carl Arthur  
Recreation Center 
 
Elyse Miller 
Program Director, Y4C Center 
 
Tygh Powell 
Case Manager, Youth for Success 
 

CLUB LOCATIONS: 
 
Youth For Change Center 
560 Crystal Avenue 
Vineland, NJ 08360 
(856) 696-4190 
Fax (856) 696-4191 
 
Carl Arthur Recreation Center 
304 W. Plum Street 
Vineland, NJ 08360 
(856) 896-0244 
Fax (856) 896-0376 
 
Mailing Address:   
560 Crystal Avenue 
Vineland, NJ 08360 
 
www.vinelandbgc.org 
E-mail: cvolker@vinelandbgc.org 
 

 

 
 
 
 

            

       

 

 

 

 

  
                              

OF VINELAND 

FROM CHRIS VOLKER, CLUB DIRECTOR 

 Purchase a Leaf on our New Donor Tree 
 
     The Boys & Girls Club is happy to announce the open-
ing of its new site, The Youth For Change Center.   The 
center is truly a boost for the community and will focus on 
teen programming and other activities of interest mostly to 
the age group of 13-18 year olds.  Plans are underway for  
a community garden and a fitness/play area on the land 
located directly behind the building.   
     The Club invites you to help us continue our work with 
youth by purchasing a leaf for its Donor Tree.  By purchas-
ing a personalized leaf, your contribution is tax-deductible 
and helps us run vital programs for underserved youth.   
      Your donation is also an investment in our future and 
will be a permanent symbol and unwavering reminder of 
how you and others have helped shape the lives of children 
in our community that need it the most.  Each donor leaf will be permanently and promi-
nently displayed on our Donor Tree at our teen center for everyone to see.   
     For your information, there are four levels of donations.  With each donation level, 
you will receive benefits that will help increase your businessô visibility as a strong sup-
porter of youth in our own community.    We hope you can help the kids we serve all 
throughout the year.    For more information, contact me at cvolker@vinelandbgc.org or 
call (856) 696-4190.  As always, we truly appreciate your support! 

(Top, left & right)  Club youth took part in  
Brain Gain activities, which included STEM, to  
 help with summer learning loss during its  

Summer Enrichment Program with help from Old Navy 
volunteers and Club staff. A Cumberland County childcare 

grant helped the Club with its summer programming. 

 
(Middle)  The Club held  a service day at its new teen cen-
ter and Club and Rotary volunteers helped paint, clean up, 

start another community garden project  and more.    
Support for this project was provided by Loweôs and a 

Franklin Marshall grant.     
 

(Bottom) As part of its diversity initiative, The Boys & 
Girls Club of Vineland held its Annual Hispanic Heritage 

Month Celebration at the Carl Arthur  
Center in Vineland recently and recognized several people 
that have supported the Club in the past year.  Several 
Club youth made presentations to attendees, dancers 
from the Puerto Rican Festival performed and everyone 
enjoyed Latino food.  Hispanic Heritage Month is the peri-
od from September 15 to October 15, when people recog-
nize the contributions of Hispanic and Latino Americans 

to the group's heritage and culture.   
Pictured at left (from left) are:  Former Club board member 

Bob Romano; honorees Angel Rivera, Comcast;  
Jimmy Borrero, Cornerstone Bookstore;  

Juanita Nazario, human services director, Cumberland 
County; Javier Cruz and Annabelle Juarez, Milly's Restau-
rant;  Club board president Shirley Santos; board vice 

president Michael Morton; Club director Chris Volker; and 
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Club Kids Help Paint  
Mural as Part of ñArt  
Everywhereò Initiative 
 
     Club teens were a integral part of a mural 
arts project led by mural artists Chroma Dolls.  
Members of the Boys and Girls Club of Vine-
land (shown here) help paint a mural on para-
chute cloth which was later adhered to the 
building as part of the ñArt Everywhereò initia-
tive. 
      This is part of the Club's Fine Arts Program supported by The Cumberland County Cultural & 
Heritage Commission/NJ State Council on the Arts.  Through this particular program,  youth learn 
to use their creativity in various ways to help enhance the community.   

      For more info on Club programs, call 856-696-4190/856-896-0244. 
 

Youth Create PSAs with �´Be SMART, Don�·t Abuse 
Prescription Drugs�µ��Message 

 

     Bullying has become an all-too-common issue in our society.  The emotional and physical effects of bullying must be ad-
dressed. With our Judgement Free Zone® as a solid foundation, Planet Fitness is the perfect company to make a commitment to 
help tackle this issue.   Through partnering with the  Boys & Girls Clubs of  America (BGCA) and  STOMP Out Bullying, the top 
anti-bullying organization in the U.S., Planet Fitness is empowering millions of teens across the country to create a culture where 
bullying is not accepted. And, since nearly 1 in 4 of BGCA Club members 13 and older is bullied in school, we believe we can �± 
and will �± make a meaningful impact in their lives!  Planet Fitness, together with its franchisees, has committed $1.3 million to 
fund the mission of The Judgement Free Generation, starting with an initial $250,000 combined donation to both organizations to 
kick off these partnerships.   Contact your local Planet Fitness for more information. 

Hector Tirado and Mariah 
Shievdayal display their award 
certificates after placing as 
two of the top winners in the  
Prescription Drug Abuse PSA 
Contest,  supported by The 
Vineland  Municipal Alliance/
Governorôs Council on Alco-
hol and Drug Abuse.   

      Vineland area youth competed in a PSA contest on the abuse of prescription 
drugs in the community.  Through funding from the Vineland Municipal Alliance, 
young people were able to convey the message of abusing prescription drugs as 
�D���E�L�J���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�R���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V�������&�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�K�H�P�H�����³�%�H��
�6�0�$�5�7�����'�R�Q�¶�W���$�E�X�V�H���3�U�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���'�U�X�J�V�´�����W�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���S�K�D�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�H��
tition since the first contest focused on posters. 
      Prescription drug abuse is a big problem in many communities with prescrip-
tion drug abuse causing the largest percentage of deaths from drug overdosing. 
Of the 22,400 drug overdose deaths in the U.S. in 2005, opioid painkillers were 
the most commonly found drug, accounting for 38.2% of these deaths. 
      In 2005, 4.4 million teenagers (aged 12 to 17) in the U.S. admitted to taking 
prescription painkillers, and 2.3 million took a prescription stimulant such as 
Ritalin. 2.2 million abused over-the-counter drugs such as cough syrup. The 
average age for first-time users is now 13 to 14. 
      Youth won prizes of gift cards for 1st place in the middle and high school 
categories and PSAs were judged by members of the Vineland Municipal Alliance 
and Club board members.   
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