Why Are Boys Brilliant?     by Richard Ellsworth
Boys sometimes get a hard press. I’ve noticed this particularly over my last 12 years in New Zealand. 
I never noticed it in England so it is certainly a Kiwi thing to knock boys when they really don’t deserve it. In my experience of running music departments over the past 20 I can certainly vouch for the fact that boys are brilliant! 

Maybe music is particularly a boys’ subject. A University researcher who once visited a co-educational school where I was teaching asked whether we were an all boys’ school since the senior classes he surveyed happened to be all boys. School inspector once said to me that they were surprised just how many boys were involved in music at a senior level. 

So well done to all boys who thrive in music departments and who make optimal use of the facilities available to them.

This, of course, is not meant to decry girls at all. Girls are always just as welcome to join in and many of them do. But, in my experience, music classes certainly tend to attract the boys. It’s as energetic as a Science and as creative as an Art whilst its mix of classroom work with an extensive extra-curricular programme makes it closer to Sport than to anything else on offer.
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