
2015 CHICAGO SUN-TIMES CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

Name: Robin Boyd-Clark 

  

Ward: 5th 

  

Occupation: Entrepreneur 

 

Education: Northeasetern Illinois University, MA-Inner City Studies Education; 

Tuskegee University, BS- Construction Management 

 

 

  

Previous political and civic experience: Volunteer on Presidential Campaigns for Barack 

Obama; Volunteer for Senatorial campaign for Barack Obama; Executive Director at a 

local community development corporation; Volunteer on James T. Meeks Senatorial 

Campaign; Served on many volunteer boards across the city of Chicago; Mayor’s 

Council on Women (Daley); member of the South Shore ministerial Association. 

Organized and started a number of (community) organizations: Co-founder of the south 

shore chamber, incorporated; co-founder of the revitalized South Shore Historical 

Society; Co-founder of the South Shore Docent Council 

 

 

 

1) City Pensions 

 

Chicago's fire and police pensions are greatly underfunded, and the city is required by the 

state to make a $550 million payment into the pension funds by the end of 2015. Do you 

support restructuring the pension systems, inevitably reducing benefits, to put the funds 

on sound financial footing?  

 

Yes or No: No 

 

Please Explain: My father was in law enforcement and he has been retired for longer than 

he worked for the City of New York. I think it is important to take care of people who 

provide service and risk their lives daily. However, these retirement benefits should be 

restructured to balance the ability for the community to support future financial needs. 

 

 

Chicago's pension systems for municipal workers and laborers already have been 

restructured, reducing benefits, but the city has yet to identify where it will find the 

revenue to sufficiently fund those systems. Under what circumstances would you support 

a property tax increase to raise the needed revenue for the fire and police pensions and/or 

the municipal workers and laborers pensions?  



I am not in favor of raising the taxes in Chicago. Citizens are already paying too much of 

their earnings on taxes.  

 

 

 

 

2) Chicago Public Schools pensions 

 

Large and growing payments required to keep the Chicago Teachers’ Pension Fund 

solvent are squeezing CPS' budget, forcing cuts elsewhere and limiting investment. The 

Chicago Board of Education has increased property taxes, but it is not enough to keep up 

with the high annual costs. What measures do you support to ensure a solvent retirement 

system and to improve the district's finances?  

 

I want full disclosure of any surpluses and more transparency in the operations and fiscal 

management of Chicago public schools.  

 

3) Revenue 

 

In light of the financial issues discussed above, do you support any or all of the following 

measures, each of which would require, at a minimum, approval by the Illinois 

Legislature? 

 

* A statewide expansion of the sales tax base to include more consumer services 

 

Yes or No: NO 

 

 

* A tax on non-Chicago residents who work in the city 

 

Yes or No: NO 

 

 

* A tax on electronic financial transactions on Chicago’s trading exchanges, known as the 

“LaSalle Street tax”  

 

Yes or No: NO 

 

 

Please explain your views, if you wish, on any of these three revenue-generating 

measures. 

 

Do we have a pension crisis or a leadership crisis or a creativity crisis? I am not for 

raising taxes on Chicago residents. We need to be more creative to find equitable 

solutions. I think corporations should pay their fair share of taxes. I support a flat 1% tax 

on non-residents who work in the city. I can support a LaSalle Street Tax that is 



structured to impact high volume transactions. These pension issues are solvable for 

people who want solutions.  

 

 

4) Crime  

 

Do you support hiring more police officers to combat crime and gun violence in 

Chicago?  

 

Yes or No: NO 

 

Please explain: I may support hiring more police officers to adequately protect and serve 

if the federal government under-writes a portion of the expense.  Further, I think there is a 

greater problem that money can’t solve. The police and the communities they serve need 

to work on better communication in order to foster more unification and trust.  

 

 

 

What legislation in Springfield would you support to try to stem the flow of illegal guns 

into Chicago? Hold licensed gun dealer with the responsibility of ensuring their guns 

don’t find themselves in criminal hands. Report stolen guns immediately and impose 

fines, suspensions or other penalties accordingly.  

 

 

 

 

5) Elected school board 

 

An advisory referendum on switching Chicago to an elected school board, rather than an 

appointed board, is expected to be on the ballot in more than 30 wards on Feb. 24. 

Currently, the mayor appoints all seven board members and the Schools CEO. Do you 

support a change to an elected school board? 

 

Yes or No: YES 

 

Please explain: The citizens should have the right to elect a school board.  Chicago is one 

of the only municipalities in Illinois in which the mayor appoints everyone. Clearly it is 

not working for the students, families, and the Chicago Teachers Union. Taxation without 

representation breeds anarchy.  

 

 

 

6) Tax-increment financing districts 

 

TIFs are the primary economic development tool of the city. In a TIF district, taxes from 

the growth in property values are set aside for 23 years to be used for public projects and 



private development. Do you support increasing the annual TIF surplus that the mayor 

and the City Council have declared in each of the last few years, money that goes to the 

schools and other city agencies?  

Yes or No:  

What reforms would you propose for the city's TIF program? More transparency is 

required with TIF funds. I am not in support of any increases until there are definitive 

tools in place to ensure increments are utilized and routed properly.  

 

7) Neighborhood economic development 

 

What would you do as alderman to boost economic development in your ward, and bring 

jobs to your community? I would first do a needs assessment with the local chamber, 

planning & development, general services & any other entities that could assist in 

determining highest and best uses of available retail space and vacant parcels. I would 

apply to programs the State of Illinois has to utilize additional resources for greater 

matching funds at both the state and federal levels. I would engage more stakeholders to 

utilize the (local professional) skills to assist in planning & organizing the community. 

Fortunately in the 5
th

 Ward, the possibility of utilizing the resources of University of 

Chicago would be of great value in the process of neighborhood development. I would 

contact retailers and arrange for caravans and tours of the ward.  

 

 

8) Size of the Chicago City Council 

 

The City Council has 50 members, but civic groups and other regularly argue for 

reducing the size of the Council. What should the size of the Council be? Please provide 

a specific number. And why? 

 

I am not in favor of reducing the size of city council. One alderman per 50,000 citizens is 

a reasonable representation.  

 

9) A Chicago casino 

 

Do you support, in general concept, establishing a gambling casino in Chicago?  

 

Yes or No: NO 

 

Please explain: Chicago is an international destination for tourism and is promoted as a 

world class city. I believe gambling casinos would breed more crime and undermine the 

goal of tourism in Chicago. I also believe gambling casinos in Chicago would breed more 

crime and undesired nuisances to interfere with the quiet enjoyment of nearby residential 

areas.  

 

 

 



10) Red light and speed cameras 
 

Does the city have an acceptable number of red light and speed cameras currently, and 

are they properly employed? 

 

Yes or No: NO 

 

Please explain: The issue is not the number of red light cameras. The issue is how/where 

they have been deployed and the unsuccessful implementation of the program being 

focused on increased safety verses revenue generation. The program also lacks 

transparency and integrity. My opinion on the current red light/ speed camera situation is 

“Fix it or nix it”.   

 

 

 

11) Ward issues 

 

What are the top three issues in your ward — the ones you talk about most on the 

campaign trail? 

 

Issue 1 – Community Wellness: Limited availability of affordable, healthy food/produce 

across the ward. Currently, South Shore on the south end of the ward is a food (retail & 

services) desert. The lack of a trauma center to cover the south east side of Chicago is a 

major concern. The increased presence of more homeless and mentally ill people roaming 

the streets is also a concern. There was a lot of discussion and heavy circulation of 

petitions for an elected school board, which I support. The adequate education of our 

children is critical and important as it relates to other matters that will impact the quality 

of life.  

 

Issue 2 – Economic Development: Limited community engagement in the economic 

development process such that people feel their concerns and comments go unheard. At 

the north end of the ward, there is economic development, but many residents are not 

pleased with the “growing pains (no parking, crowded streets, etc)” and loss of the 

“quaint charm” of Hyde Park.  At the south end of the ward, there is no economic 

development, consistent divestment, and no job creation, which has spurred a renewed 

activism. The divestment occurring in South Shore has not only created a food desert, but 

has negatively impacted the entire corner and surrounding areas of Jeffrey Boulevard at 

71
st
 Street; the economic engine of the mall has been compromised and has rippling 

effects.  

 

Issue 3- Safety: Crime, safety, and police profiling are also a major concern, but with 

different focuses. Hyde Park experiences more property crimes and South Shore has 

more violent crimes perpetrated on people. Few are pleased with the phenomenon of 

police profiling that exists across the ward from the Chicago Police Dept. or the 

University of Chicago police force.  


