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Seventh Sunday of Easter  (Ascension observed)                                           May 13, 2018     
 

 

INTRODUCTION 
In today’s gospel the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the 
Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not 
gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus; we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word 
and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our 
mission. 

GATHERING 
Congregational Responses in Bold Print 

 

PRELUDE        Brass Ensemble    Fanfare for a Festival Day      EDDLEMAN 

GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.        Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Just as God’s work of creation never ends, 

so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day. 

Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: 

for water to bathe in, water to drink, 

for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder, 

for water that gives life to our planet. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: 

for water from our tap, for rain and snow. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
We give you thanks for your salvation through water: 

for delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, 

for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, 

for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, 

for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, 

for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 

We give you thanks for your salvation through water. 
We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized, 

and for all who gather here; 

for godparents and baptismal sponsors, 

for children and grandchildren,  

for our brothers and sisters in Christ 

whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 

We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized. 
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We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: 

for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters, 

for our new birth into a life of freedom and service, 

for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of the world. 

We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen 

 

HYMN        # 393          A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!            LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

KYRIE             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far 

above all heavens that he might fill all things. Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he 

promised, he abides with us on earth to the end of time, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Kids of the Kingdom  (10:45)    
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING:        Acts 1: 1-11    
Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread out from 
Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts. 
  

[Luke writes:] 
1
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning 
2
until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 

Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
3
After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by 

many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 

God. 
4
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 

promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 
5
for John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

  
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” 
7
He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father 

has set by his own authority. 
8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight. 
10

While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 

robes stood by them. 
11

They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 

This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 

go into heaven.” 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING:        Ephesians 1: 15-23 
The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we would be 
given the wisdom to comprehend this and display it through love toward others. 
 

15
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 

16
I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 

17
I pray that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 

to know him, 
18

so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 

which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 
19

and what 

is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great 

power. 
20

God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 

his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21

far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 

and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 
22

And he has 

put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 
23

which is his 

body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.     The Word of the Lord.           Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 24th chapter.       Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL        Luke 24:44-53 
On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a promise of the 
Holy Spirit. 
44

[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 

still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 

must be fulfilled.”
45

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 
46

and he said to them, 

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
47

and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 
48

You are witnesses of these things. 
49

And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

  
50

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 
51

While he 

was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52

And they worshiped 

him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 
53

and they were continually in the temple blessing 

God.                                    The Gospel of the Lord.            Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON          Rev. Robert Cochran 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     #821        Shout to the Lord         SHOUT TO THE LORD  
 

NICENE CREED            

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all   

   that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the    

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not    

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the  

   Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

   who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and  

   apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We  

   look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS 

Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we pray for the witness of the 

church, the wholeness of creation, and all who are in need. (A brief silence.) 

             ... Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PEACE 

     The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 

     Let us share that peace with one another!  
 

OFFERING       Brass Ensemble       To God Be the Glory          DOANE 
  

OFFERTORY   #531 The Trumpets Sounds 
The trumpets sound the angels sing The feast is ready to begin 

The gates of heav'n are open wide And Jesus welcomes you inside 

Sing with thankfulness Songs of pure delight   Come and revel in Heaven's love and light 

Take your place at the Table of the King The feast is ready to begin The feast is ready to begin. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made 

known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be 

your risen body in the world. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is indeed right.................we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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LORD'S PRAYER      

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven. Hallelujah! 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SONGS DURING COMMUNION 
#389  Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing 

#838  Beautiful Savior 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send 

light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish 

your people.  Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your 

glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
May the good Lord bless and keep you. May grace follow wherever you go.  

May the light of Christ illumine your life And turn to joy your woe. 

May the arms of God enfold you In nights of sweet release 

May the Spirit of Love descend like a dove And bring you blessed peace.  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN     #392        Alleluia, Sing to Jesus          HYFRYDOL                     

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 

 

POSTLUDE              Trumpet Tune                        HELD                       
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