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How To Sell Your Condo/House Right ~ and Fast!

Set yourself up for a quick sale.
The peak home-buying season
may be over, but there are still
steps you can take to ensure a '
speedy sale. Setting theright price SOLD
and making an excellent first [y, :
impression are both essential to
attracting buyers, but what else can you do to get the
offersrolling in? Here are 10 tips to help you sell your
home as quickly as possible— even in the of f season.
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Priceit right from the start.
Sellersoften think they should start the asking price high
and then lower it later if the house fails to sell. But that
can result in aslower sale — sometimes even at alower
price. “Thefirst 30 days' activity of your house being on
the market is always the best activity you're going to
see,” says Michagl Mahon, general manager of HER
Realtorsin Columbus, Ohio. If the priceistoo high, many
buyers and their agentswill stay away, assuming you're
not serious about selling or you' reunwilling to negotiate.

~k ko

Enhance your home's curb appeal.
This could mean adding new sod, planting flowers,
painting the front door or replacing the mailbox.
Prospective buyersform an opinion the moment they spot
the home. "Curb appeal is everything,” Mahon says.
“Driving into the driveway

Article from : http://money.usnews.com/money/
per sonal-finance/slideshows/10-ti ps-to-sell-your -
home-fast

Update the interior and exterior.
New fixtures, fresh paint and updated landscaping are
all fairly easy and affordable ways to give your home a
makeover. “It’'s got to look up to the current market
conditionsand what'sin style,” Mahon says.

~k ko

Clean, declutter and depersonalize.
Thefewer thingsthere arein the home, the
larger it will look, so remove knickknacks
and excessfurniture. Also take down family
photos, religiousitemsand political posters
SO prospective buyers can envision their
family in the house, not yours. Finally, you =
may want to hireacleaning servicetodo a
deep cleaning

~k ko

Sage the house to show how the rooms are sup-
posed to be used.
If you have odd roomswith no obviousrole, givethem
one. An odd alcove off the kitchen could be staged as
an office or apantry, for example.
~k ko
Make the property easy to show.
The more flexible you are about visits, the more people
will be able to see your home. Be ready for prospective
visitors early in the morning, at night and on weekends,
with little notice. Also,

and walking into that front

leave when the house is

door setsthe expectations.”
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shown so would-be buyers
canfeel freeto move about
without feeling like
intruders and discuss the
home's pros and cons
honestly.

Next:

Howto Sell your Home,
Continued on page 2

This February 2016 issue of the NEW Garden Gnhome Newsletter is sponsored by Glenn Brackett, PA, Realtor




| How to Sell your Home, Continued from page 1 |
Remove your pets.

Also removetheir paraphernalia, such asdog dishesand

cat litter boxes (or at least hide them). A prospective

buyer shouldn’t even know that apet livesinthehomeif

you can helpit, Mahon says.

~k K

Make sure your listing is on all the major online
portals.
Thisisusually part of an agent’s service, but it doesn’t
hurt to double-check that your listingison Zillow, Trulia
and Realtor.com. It also helpsif your agent showcases
the home on social media. “We sell as many homes off
Facebook as we do off the [multiple listing service],”
Mahon says. Both the agency and the individual agents
have Facebook business pageswherethey sharelistings.
~k k
Ensure the listing has good photos, and lots of them.
Most homebuyers start their search online and decide
which homes they want to see based on the photos. You
probably want something better than snapshots taken
quickly with your agent’s phone.
~k k
Share information about life in the neighborhood.
Thelisting should include photos not only of the house,
but also of nearby recreation, dining and shopping aress.
If the schools are good, make surethat informationisin
thelisting. “ You' re not only marketing the home—you're
marketing thelifestyle,” Mahon says.
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Don‘t forget!!
5P.M. Saocial hour in the patio
in front of building E,
bring your own bottle, snacks and great
personality!! Come and have FUN!!!!
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Check out my Tech Blog (Bek-the-tech) about what you
need to know to keep you safe using your computer and
dealing with the internet: http://bek-the-
tech.blogspot.com/

And to catch up on the theater reviews of each current
production at Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre and Herb
Strauss Sanibel theatre, check out my Blog-O-Bek:
http://theblogobek.blogspot.comy/. Enjoy and pleasedrop
me anote wanting to have answersto your tech questions
and I’ll makeit ablog for youl!

Tech In A Flash

Matthew Rebstock & Bekki
Shanklin at your servicel

-
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Bek - The- Tech Hintsfor Computer Safety
Makeyour passwordshard for ahacker tofigureout:
welcome=w3lco™3// Imsuper! =i$up3er!
cdlmegreat =c@I|™*3gr8// Your name: i.eminel =b3kk1

mailbox ="\@ilb0x
See how it works?
Jugt exchange numbersor symbolsfor whatever password
youwanttouse!

PleeseNOTE: I'mBekki inE4and | createthemonthly Newdetters
(withlotsof hdpfrommy Friends). Youwill berecaivingtheseemails
becauseyou resdein herein our Condo Family Area
If a ANY TIME you decideyou nolonger want toreceivethisemail
Attachment, PLEASE dick “reply” andstate UNSUBSCRIBE” in
thesubjectline.
Andmay Peace, support, respect for each other and our despfriendships
never perrish here. Weareasmal band of merry folk and havesome
wonderful neighborshere. Thereared somany whowill findleaving
their anglefamily dwelling to co-residewith otherssometimeshard..
Always know we are al here for each other .. unless we are
SOMEWHERE EL SE for eech other!

In which case, “we can work it out!”:

Lifeisvery short, and there snotime

For fussng and fighting, my friend ~ Our beloved BEATLES

’h._“ r q..q.l 7

May Peace, Trangjlity, and never aneed for ataser, livewith us
all thedaysaf our lives
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I TO SPONSOR THE GARDEN GNOME NEWS I

Thefirg month’'s newswas sponsored by TechinaHash.
| (wwwtechinaflash.net) ThisFebruary edition sponsoredby
Glenn Brackett, redtor. I
If youwould liketo help defray the cost of monthly production I
of thisnewd etter, wewill need your businesscard, perhapsa
discount if thenewd etter ismentioned or brought inwith your
advertissment init. Wewouldlikea' blurb’ about your business,
& aphoto of theowner or the‘crew’.
Wewill dsoindudeyour webste.
If you have aFaceBook page, | will dsofegtureit onmy
persond wall: Bekki.Shanklin, wherel have 1800friends&
1,000fdllowersonmy twitter.
Thedonation?$50 cashv/check/paypd for the adertisement.
Paypdl: bekkihere@gmail.com

\_----------------_

\_---



NEW YORK — Dec. 18, 2015 — For thefirgt time since 2001,
Forida—the nation's 27th sate—is back on top asAmericans
most desired sate. When asked where they would mogt liketo
live(exdudingther current Sate), Horidalanded & thetop of the
lig. Overdl, sunshine and waterfront acreege were congstent
themesamong the most popular states, with Cdifornia(2) and
Hawaii (3) rounding out thetopthree. However, non-beech dates
Colorado (4) and New York (5) closed out thetop five Sates.

NEWSPRESS-Dec.10, 2015—-WhileFloridaisdill atopfivedate
whenit comestofored osurerates, itsdark mid-2000 past isadistant
rear-view image, RedtyTrac's November market report suggests.
November saw a 15 percent monthly drop in foreclosure sarts
nationwide. Thelowest totd starts since May 2006. Asbankswork
through their backlog of old forecl osures, bank repossessions have
shot up in the short term, said RedtyTrac VP Daren Blomauigt.
Repossessions were up 60 percent nationdly from a year ago
November.

“Thisaso meansthe share of active foreclosurestied to bubble-era
loansisshrinking, with 59 percent of dl loansinforeclosureoriginated
between 2004 and 2008,” Blomquist said. “While that is ill a
disproportionateshareof activefored osures, it continuesto decrease
from 61 percent earlier thisyear and 75 percent two yearsago,
“Foreclosureswerethenewsof thepagt four or fiveyears, but they're
no longer the news of the day,” - Doug Meschko, Land Solutions
Market Ressarch Director. Meschko has been tracking them since
2009, but stopped doing it two or three quartersago.”

Locdly, fored osures are “ only alittle above 2004,” Meschko said,
and foreclosed properties are being aosorbed quickly back into the
market, sdling a higher pricesthaninthebad old days. For buyers it
means“theparty’sover,” said Meschko. “We reinaretail market
favoring the sdler. Appraisas are up because foreclosures aren't in
themix. It sahedthy market again.”

Glenn Brackett - Realtor®

Cdll: 239.220.6914 Email:

GlennBrackett@Gmail.com
Website: www.GlennBrackett.com
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NoRaise
Social Security beneficiarieswon't get a cost-of-living adjust-
ment (COLA) because of lowinflation. Thiswill bethethird
timesnce 2010 that beneficiarieswon't get araise — | ock
~* k%
Currently we have two condosfor sale: E6 and
E7. Let'shelp get these puppies sold so we can

get to meet wonderful new people!!
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LATIN FLAVOR RESTAURAN1
& CUBAN BAKERY

Mot in our complex have eaten there..
AND theyDELIVER!!!
Be sureto check them out.. right around the corner!!

And keeping with the theme of baing

homes and have otherswanting to buy them:

To the Editor
From Dennis Gagne, E2
Regarding Routine Maintenance

According toWebster’ s Dictionary, maintenanceisdefined as* the upkeep
of property or equipment”; depreciaion is defined as* causing something
to havealower priceor vaue. Improvementisdefined as* increased vaue'.
Whilewearenewer residents, | wasvery disturbed a how badly theproperty
here had depreciated over the summer months. The sidewaks are
disgustingly dirty; the unused shuffleboard court is so filthy | won't walk
acrossit with our dog; thereare severa parking spaceswith heavy oil and/
or chemical residue corroding the pavement; the pool has been cited for
lack of maintenance......I could go onand on, but everyonewho liveshere
surely can seethe samethingsthat | obsarve.

Anexcellent association manager recently stated to methat herein Horida
routineand regular property maintenance of condominium common areas
isessentia twelve monthsayear. This statement wasfollowed by another:
“here in Florida if you ignore maintenance routingly it is evident
immediately”. This association manager is absolutely correct.

All of uswant our invesmentsto remain stable and hopefully increasein
vaue. Only by maintaining and improving our common aress is this

possible.

Weareindeed very fortunateto haveanumber of willingand blevolunteers.
Volunteers cannot and should not be expected to maintain and improve a
twelve acre property.

Thank you to the editor for providing avenuefor meto offer my opinion.
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g Join usat Super Bow party, Feb 7 ‘s
: inthedubhousa! .
E TV onloan for thisevent ONLY by Margin A7. E
- Bring your own food & drink! -
. 5:30 pm to gather, Kick-off at 6:30. -
*s  Shouting& rootingfor your teamisOK! ~ *
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Get to know your Neighbors!!
Ann Palmer in E8 & her ddughter Sephaniein C6

Ann is a native floridian.. one of the few, one of the proud! Her
father moved to Americafrom Laurenzana, Italy in 1901 and settled
in NY, where as a young boy
met Ann'smother, Nettie. The
Pavese family migrated to
Tampain 1903. Shortly after,
they moved to Ft Myers
where there was less
competition. After WW1,
Rocco went back to NY to
marry Nettie and they settled
in Ft Myers.Once here, they
lost a lot of property and
businesses the families were
running together. With the
last name of Pavese, he and
his lovely wife, Nettie,
opened businesses here as
well.. He opened the first
barbershop in downtown Fort
Myers, where he was a great
success and hair cuts were $.25.. you can still see apicture of his
shop at the new Ice Cream Store on First street.

Ann's mama opened the first restaurant, Italian, of course on Fort
Myers Beach, called 'Nettie's". Not to be topped by her husband's
barbering success, Nettie was a hit!

Ann is one of five girls from the Pavese's continued success in
raising great kids along with fine businesses! All raised in Fort
Myers. In school, Ann went on to win swimming awards by the
handful. Specializing in the breast stroke, she won trophy after
trophy (no wonder she so enjoys our pool amenity!) She swam in
the SW Conference in the Fort Myers High School Swim Team.

A favorite story of hersiswhenin High School (Fort MyersHigh..
go green wave!), shewon the title of Pan-American Queen. Back
then it was the depression and no material for clothing could be
found. She looked and |ooked and found a shower curtain that she
adored and had her gown made from that!

She became a very successful business woman, owning a very
prosperous and well-known children's clothing store, (Jean Jo Lee

Children's Store) for 17 years, in the strip mall at the corner of
Marsh and Palm Beach Blvd, for years.

Ann grew up to marry and have 3 girls and 3 boys (none of whom
have donejail time, whichisatribute to Ann'sparenting all around!
She previously lived on Seminole Court, down the street from us,
for 50 years. She's lived here with us as her extended family for
about 10 years.

Stephanie Elliott, C6

Stephanie is the oldest daughter of Ann and William Edward
Palmer. She has 3 children, two boys, and one girl. First and last
child born here, the middle child born in Georgia.

She has been a successful hair-
stylist for 33 years (taking after
her grandfather's enjoyment of
the hair business) and was
educated at Voc-tech. And ison
thevergeof retireing in the next
2 years, at which time, she
hopes to travel more. And a
favorite saying about when she
could/would travel, the phrase
is: "If not now, when? and who
better than 17"

In her early years, she was a

majorette and in the band at Lee Junior High off Marsh Av.,and
later worked at the American Department Store in the Levi's
department.

Shelovesto travel. Stephanie has been to the Carribbean (Eastern,
Western and Southern)Mexico, Prague, Germany; Rome, Italy;
and roaming from London to Paris, France. When traveling, one
of her relationstold her, when packing for atrip, "Put all the clothes
at the head of the bed and your money at the foot. Then take 1/2
the clothes and twice the money.” Sounds about right to mel

Interviewed by Bekki in E4, enjoying every minute spent in their
company.

Don't forget to say hi when you see them around the property!!
(love to you both! ~Bekki)

Garden Gnome News created & paginated by Bekki Shanklin (E4)// With A little help from my friends, thanks, all!

Peace, loveandjoyfor usall.. Weareall herefor areason
and that reason is to learn to live and enjoy all that
surrounds us.. both human,
animal and land.

Wearealsotaskedwith guarding
this land to the best of our
abilities.

Let'smake surewe do this.




