Matecumbe Neighbors
Newsletter of the Lower Matecumbe Key Association

Let’s Get Involved!
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association was incorporated
more than 25 years ago. Originally a handful of residents
wanted to assure the island maintained its very special low
density residential character. Believing that a group voice
would be more effective in conveying concerns, they put
together LMKA. Over the years the organization has done
so much to improve our island. And perhaps most important, it has given us a way to get to know each other and
make lasting friendships. The original board was made up
of ten diverse members. Jay Miller is the only original board
member who is still a member of LMKA. Times change,
people change. But our interest in protecting the nature of
our beautiful island remains the same. But it takes people
who care to make that happen. Our current board has
served us so well! Gordon Hadley has been president of
the association for years now. He is ready to turn over the
job to someone else. Gordon will tell you how many friends
(and perhaps a couple enemies) he has made over the
years he has represented LMKA. He has generated quite a
following of fans… and deservedly so. The entire current
Board and past boards have served through quiet times,
and through controversies. And we are proud of them all.
Every once in a while we need some fresh ideas, energy
and enthusiasm. The current year has seen a slowdown in
LMKA activities and interest. Fewer newsletters. Fewer
meetings. A few changes. Mary Ann and Craig Sturken
have left the Keys. Craig was the treasurer of LMKA and
will be missed on the board. Mary Ann wrote so many of the
fascinating human interest stories in the newsletter the last
couple years, providing a personal look into the lives of
some of our neighbors. Her last article is in this newsletter,
LMKA needs more involvement from the people it has
served. Volunteer to be on the Board. It isn’t difficult at all!
Offer to write articles for the newsletter—or at least provide
some ideas about what you’d like to know about. Offer program suggestions for meetings. Let us know what direction
the association should take in the future.
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In this Newsletter
Wastewater
Please read the wastewater update on page 3. This sewer project
has been top news for so long, many of us have been lulled to
sleep. It is now at the critical stage. Major decisions are being
made while many property owners are away.

Auto Racing
Find out about several of our famous neighbors. In her last newsletter, Mary Ann wrote about Darrell Gwynn.
If you’d like to learn more about Darrell Gwynn and the Darrell
Gwynn Foundation, you can visit the website at darrellgwynn.com.
A great deal of information for the article came from the book
“Darrell Gwynn At Full Throttle,” by Erik Arneson. The book is
available for purchase on Darrell’s website.
Darrell Gwynn’s Foundation is a sponsor for Joey Coulter, a young
up and coming Nascar driver, featured in another article. The
Coulters have long time connections in Islamorada. We should be
so proud to have them as property owners on Lower Matecumbe.

Crocodiles
Read a reprint of a Free Press article about crocodiles in the Keys.
And be aware of their presence in our canals. Don’t feed them!

Messages
Read the message from Gordon Hadley and a reprint of a letter to
the council from a Lower Matecumbe resident and board member.

2012 Dues
Please send your dues and a note if you have any
suggestions, want to volunteer or just to say hello!

Family dues: $20; Individual: $12
LMKA, P.O. Box 911, Islamorada FL 33036
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Meet our Village Council……….They are working for us.
Contact the Islamorada Village Council
If you have questions, ideas, or complaints you’d like to share with our local elected officials, email Village Clerk at
debra.eastman@islamorada.fl.us and ask her to distribute the email to council. Or send an email to an individual .
MayorMichael.Reckwerdt@islamorada.fl.us
Vice Mayor Ken.Philipson@islamorada.fl.us
Don.Achenberg@islamorada.fl.us
Dave.Purdo@islamorada.fl.us
Ted.Blackburn@islamorada.fl.us
It is important for the council to hear from you, with complaints, compliments and suggestions. Let
them know how you feel about issues of concern to you. It only takes a few minutes to send a quick
email. Decisions made by council can have significant economic and environmental consequences. Citizen
participation is an essential part of good government.

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality of life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors:
Vice Pres Treasurer Hermine Zavar

Secretary Ann Haber

Board members: Gordon Hadley, Dave Elbaum, Dick Wilson, George Young , Krissy Gustinger, Donna Gleason,
Gordon Hadley
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

The opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles with opposing points of view are encouraged.

Sewers are Coming and it’s Expensive
$140/Month Projected by Village
A special call Village Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 5. The council is expected to agree to a contract
with Veolia Water North America to design and build a sewer system for Islamorada and then operate it for the next 30
years. Part of the agreement will include shipping the wastewater to Key Largo for treatment at their regional plant at
MM100. The state has placed enormous pressure on the village to “get moving.”
According to numbers released by the village last week, the average residential Islamorada property owner would pay
$98/month in wastewater fees based on their water usage. Homeowners would also pay $512 annually for wastewater
assessments (the equivalent of $42/month), a number that assumes the village will pass a second $20 million assessment, adding to the $20 million assessment imposed by the council last summer. With the monthly wastewater fee for
operations and maintenance and the two assessments, the cost amounts to $140/month or $1680/year for the average
household.
The estimate, put together by village sewer rate consultant Tony Hairston, assumes a price of $121.6 million for the sewer system including a 3 percent contingency buffer. In addition to the $40 million in assessment funds, the estimate also
includes $20 million the village expects to receive in state grant money secured last month.
The average resident of the Key Largo Wastewater Treatment District, in contrast, pays a monthly usage fee of $54 and
makes a total monthly payment, counting the assessment bill, of $93.
Last week council members expressed serious concern about the cost, but explained that all the village fees
would go down if the town can secure additional grant money, either from the state or federal governments.
But somehow the numbers don’t appear to support that assumption. The $140/month is based on assessment
costs at just $40 million from property owners. Where will the other $60 million come from? It appears the cost
to property owners will go up significantly unless the village gets that $60 million in grants. Look at the totals:
2011 Assessment:

$20 million

2012 Projected Assessment:

$20 million

State grant funds:

$20 million

Total Funds Available:

$60 million

Cost of Sewer System:

$121.6 million

Still Needed:

$61.6 million

If the village has to impose another $61.6 million assessment to finish the sewer system, the $140/month cost would go
up to approximately $205/month or $2460/year. Those who prepay their assessment would pay less monthly. But many
businesses will pay more, some will pay a whole lot more. Let us hope the consultant will clarify the amount of funding
needed, with or without additional grants, and define the impact on both homeowners and businesses, large and small.
The $121 million cost will amount to approximately $19,000 per residence (per EDU). In addition to the $121 million cost
of the system, property owners will also be responsible for getting the pipes installed from the house to the street—costs
estimated at $3,000 to $5,000 per residence. And then pay nearly $100/month utility fee per household to operate and
maintain the Village wastewater system.
Those following the process have suggested many alternatives. Many have argued that there are better ways to upgrade wastewater at far less cost. The Village Water Quality Committee spent a year studying the “step” system and
estimated it could save tens of millions, providing initial treatment at the individual properties, thus reducing pipe sizes,
installation costs, as well as treatment expense. Other residents have researched onsite system upgrades that could
result in far lower costs than central systems. Many have objected to the results of the RFP process with only two responses. Many think the project should have been broken into smaller projects so smaller contractors could bid.
The council is facing a tough decision that could change our community forever.

Darrell Gwynn…A Story of Giving Back
By Mary Ann Sturken
Darrell Gwynn is an extraordinary man. Anyone who follows car racing has heard his name. Darrell was a
drag racing sensation in the 1980’s and early 1990’s. In 1983, he won an NHRA World Championship, driving a Top Alcohol Dragster. In 2001, he was voted one of NHRA’s “50 Greatest Drivers of All-Time.” In
2002, he was inducted into the prestigious International Drag Racing Hall of Fame.
Darrell’s love of racing began at an early age. He grew up in the Miami area with his parents, Jerry and Joan
Gwynn. Jerry worked for the Standard Oil Company for 32 years; Standard Oil merged with Chevron in
1961. When Darrell was still in diapers, his father began competing in drag races at South Florida tracks,
such as Masters Field and Miami-Hollywood Speedway Park. When Darrell was six, his father built a “junior
dragster” for him, working on it in his spare time. As a youngster, Darrell was fortunate to get to know racers
like Don Garlits and Herb Parks, who stayed at the Gwynns’ home on local race weekends. Darrell was a young entrepreneur…when he was
eleven and twelve years old, he made “clutch coolers” from old airplane fans and began selling them to drivers. He eventually began painting the
coolers to match the drivers’ cars. In addition to his chores at home, such as mowing the lawn, Darrell also helped his father get the race car
ready by doing things like washing engine blocks and scrubbing pistons and rods and fitting rings. Darrell helped at the races, too; he learned
drag racing from the ground up. When he became a teenager he dedicated himself to personally achieving the major leagues of drag racing.
Darrell graduated from N. Miami High and in 1979 he qualified for an NHRA drag racing license. During the 1980’s, Darrell and his father campaigned in the major leagues of drag racing and traveled all over the U.S. in pursuit of a championship. Of course, Darrell’s mom, Joan, was always there to support her men.
Darrell began dating longtime family friend Lisa Hurst in 1988. She was studying pre-med at the University of Miami. They had known each other
since childhood, having shared some family holidays and family trips together. Darrell and Lisa fell in love and he proposed in 1989. At the time,
she was the reigning Orange Bowl Queen. The couple decided to set a wedding date for November, 1990. Things were going great and Darrell
was in the prime of his career.
In April of 1990, Darrell had agreed to do an exhibition run at the Santa Pod Raceway, about 30 miles from London in rural Bedfordshire England. Darrell, his dad Jerry, and two close friends flew to England for the weekend. Jerry had just retired from his job at Chevron and he planned
to go racing with his son full-time.
As Darrell sped down the track, on April 15, 1990, a horrible accident occurred. His dragster broke apart and veered into the left retaining wall of
the track; then it erupted into flames. Darrell was left paralyzed from the chest down and lost his left arm. He had to spend the next 35 days in a
hospital in England until he was stabilized enough to make the flight back home to the United States. Lisa, his family, and many friends were
there to support Darrell every step of the way. Darrell and Lisa had to postpone their wedding until 1993 to give Darrell time to recover.
For the next few years, Darrell owned the racing team and continued to pursue success in the drag racing game. But he soon came to the realization that being behind the wheel was his true passion. However, there was another life endeavor waiting for him to pursue, and that was in the
area of helping people with spinal cord injuries and other debilitating events that relegate victims to wheelchairs.
He and his wife Lisa, with the support of their family, created the Darrell Gwynn Foundation in 2002. The Foundation exists to provide awareness,
prevention, support, and ultimately, a cure for paralysis. To expedite a cure, the Foundation assists in the funding of targeted research. The Foundation also helps improve the quality of life for those already afflicted with injury or illness by providing necessary equipment or services. The
Foundation is also dedicated to injury prevention with special programs targeted at children.
The Darrell Gwynn Foundation Wheelchair Donation Program has been providing customized wheelchairs to children and young adults across
the United States since 2002. The program was started to fulfill the Foundation’s mission to improve the quality of life for those afflicted. The cost
of a new chair can be extremely expensive, and combined with other numerous costs can be troublesome to purchase one. The Foundation
works closely with wheelchair participants to custom-fit the wheelchair to meet the patient’s needs.
The Gwynn Family has always loved the Florida Keys, and in particular, Lower Matecumbe. Three years ago, they built a beautiful home here.
Darrell, Lisa, and their lovely daughter, Katie, spend as much time as they can at their “dream home.” Jerry and Joan, Darrell’s parents, also
spend time here; they also entertain legions of friends from their racing days with whom they are still closely connected.
Darrell and his family are a picture of optimism and hope for the future, investing their time and talents to help children and adults suffering from
spinal cord injuries.

Who’s Joey Coulter?

Born and raised in Miami, Joey Coulter is a 21 year old Nascar driver and fulltime student at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte,
majoring in mechanical engineering. Coulter started his driving career at the age of eight, racing go karts. He and his family toured the
country with several other Florida go cart racing families for six years. He then raced short-track cars for two years and did the Hooters
Pro-Cup series for two years. His big break came when prestigious Richard Childress Racing (RCR) asked Joey to join their team. He
ran the full NASCAR Camping World Truck Series in 2011 and was named rookie of the year. In addition to racing fulltime in the truck
series, this Memorial Day weekend, he made his Nationwide Series debut in the History 300 in Charlotte, finishing tenth in his #22 RCR
Chevrolet.
So why does this get Joey an article in the LMKA newsletter? Racing fulltime while a fulltime engineering student surely keeps Joey pretty busy, but he does find time occasionally to deep sea fish in Islamorada. Why the interest in the Keys?
You may remember the name Coulter. Joseph R. Coulter, Jr., Joey’s grandfather, was President, CEO and co-founder of Coulter Corporation. Together with his brother, Wallace Coulter, Joseph, Jr. built Coulter Corporation from its modest beginnings in a Chicago basement to a multinational corporation and leader in the design and manufacture of high-tech laboratory diagnostic systems. The two brothers were world renown for their inventions in the medical field. Their technology, used in the Coulter Counter®, which counts and analyzes blood cells, forever changed clinical diagnostics and medical research and is still widely used today, sixty years later… a long time for
technological inventions to remain useful.
In 1958, Wallace and Joseph Coulter, Jr., founded Coulter Electronics to manufacture, market and distribute their Coulter Counters. From
the beginning, this was a family company, with Joseph, Sr. serving as secretary-treasurer. Wallace and Joe, Jr. built the early models,
loaded them in their cars and personally sold each unit. Wallace never married but Joe Jr. married and involved his children in the business. The company developed into the industry leader in blood cell analysis equipment, employing almost 6,000 people, with over 50,000
instrument installations
Much of the medical technology the Coulters invented required extensive training. The company purchased Plantation Yacht Harbor, in
Islamorada. For many years they used the resort as a training school for medical technicians from hospitals that bought their equipment.
The company flew the hospital employees to South Florida for a week of intense training at PYH, at Coulters’ expense. Plantation Yacht
Harbor was perfect for this—motel rooms acted as dormitories and the restaurant was there for serving three meals a day. The entire
Coulter family fell in love with the Florida Keys in the process.
The medical equipment was housed in modular buildings at the resort. After a fire in one of these buildings, the Coulters decided to move
the training facilities to Miami. After both Wallace and Joseph, Jr. died in the late 1990s, the Joseph, Jr. children sold the resort to the Village—and thus Islamorada has been blessed with a wonderful facility, Founders Park.
Joey’s dad, Joseph Coulter, III, who spent so much time with his father and uncle in Islamorada, then purchased property on Lower Matecumbe, where the Coulters now enjoy family vacation time. And thus Joey Coulter has a home away from home for those occasions
when he gets a break from Nascar and school.
Nascar fans on Lower Matecumbe have someone special to cheer for. Having an engineer in the driver’s seat should be a great
advantage in Nascar. Understanding the mechanics of the car or truck will allow Joey to provide the feedback the pit
crew needs on race day. Expect to hear great things from Joey for years to come. Joey Coulter is an outstanding young
man with such an incredible family. We can all be proud he and his family are neighbors!

Biologist: Keys must learn to live with crocodiles
BY ROBERT SILK Free Press Staff
rsilk@keysnews.com
Crocodiles are here to stay, so people are just going to have to learn to deal with them, according to Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission biologist Lindsey Hord.
"What you are experiencing is the return of the crocodile to its historic range," Lindsey told a concerned Islamorada Village
Council last week. "We can live with these things. It just requires acceptance of the fact that they are going to be here, and to
accommodate that, taking some common sense safety steps."
The number of crocodiles in Florida has increased from a low of less than 300 in 1975 to an estimated 1,500 to 2,000 now.
Though crocs are still listed as a federally threatened species, some Florida Keys residents have become increasingly concerned about their growing presence along local shorelines and in residential canals.
Fear especially heightened after a crocodile snatched a dog off a dock in Key Largo and drowned it.
In Islamorada, crocodile sightings have spread as well, making their way, among other places, to Robbie's Marina, owned by
Mayor Michael Reckwerdt, and into the canals of neighborhoods such as Lower Matecumbe Key's Port Antigua.
"What about our children, grandchildren, elderly relatives and friends? What happened to the days we enjoyed swimming in
the canal? Friends, we must now use caution while canoeing and kayaking," reads a May 23 email sent by Port Antigua residents Bill and Robin Fountain to others in the neighborhood.
With Hord there to take questions at Friday's meeting, council members were hoping to hear a satisfying answer to queries
such as that one. But the FWC biologist offered no magic bullet.
It is illegal to harm or kill crocodiles, he said. And while they are occasionally removed from canals where they become a nuisance, that isn't a solution either. Territorial by nature, crocs tend to return to old stomping grounds. Even if one of the reptiles
doesn't return, its absence simply leaves a void for another crocodile to fill.
Hord reminded Keys residents that according to the FWC, there has never been a recorded crocodile attack on a human in all
of Florida. The FWC dismissed a reported crocodile attack on two Key Largo kayakers in 2011, but never offered an alternative explanation for the evidenced puncture wounds and scratches. Meanwhile, he said, six people drowned in Monroe County
last year.
Still, he acknowledged that crocodiles present a danger, especially to pets.
"The fact is that people's pets are not safe near a waterway in Florida," Hord said, also referencing alligators in freshwater
environments.
Unsatisfied, Councilman Dave Purdo pushed to know what officials can do to safeguard people and their pets from crocodiles.
"Do we wait until a child gets hurt until we do something?" Purdo asked. "Is that what we're waiting for, until a child gets hurt?"
Hord responded that education and personal choices are the key. He advised the Village Council to hold a town hall meeting
about crocodiles, suggesting that they'll likely find that while many are afraid of the reptiles, there are also many who are supportive and protective of them.
Beyond that, Hord said, individuals can choose to take precautions such as fencing their dock areas, keeping children and
pets away from canals and either not swimming at all or avoiding swimming at night.
Just how careful each parent, grandparent, pet owner and individual chooses to be is a matter of personal choice and risk
tolerance, he said.
Harkening back to relaxing evenings on the dock, Reckwerdt sounded unsatisfied with the explanation.

President’s Corner
By Gordon Hadley
It's that time of year, again. It's time for the
changing of seasons, keys style. We go from the
end of spring break season straight into hurricane
season.
It's time to make sure the shutters are in working
order and you’re prepared to grab your essentials
and evacuate. Be ready and willing to close up the
house, secure the boat and head for higher ground
when a hurricane is approaching.
The Village of Islamorada has scheduled their
council elections in November. LMKA will once
again be conducting a candidate forum. This is
an opportunity to meet the candidates and hear their
views on your questions. Lower Matecumbe's future
lies in their higher ground. A notice will be sent out
to the exact date and time of this mid-October
event.
The board of directors of LMKA would like to thank
the membership for their vote of confidence by reelecting us to another year at the helm. LMKA is a
membership driven civic association and requires all
of us to stay involved and help protect our beautiful
and rare island.

Membership Application/Renewal
First Name(s): _____________________________
Last Name: ________________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_____________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________
Phone (local): _____________________________
Other phone: ______________________________
Email: ___________________________________

Provide your email please!
Get your newsletter faster and save LMKA printing/postage
costs! We only use the email address to send newsletters, information and reminders about Lower Matecumbe.

Make check payable to
LMKA P. O. Box 911, Islamorada, FL 33036

Lower Matecumbe Key Assoc
P. O. Box 911
Islamorada, FL 33036

Family $20; Single $12

Editors note:
The letter below was sent to the village council from a member of the LMKA Board, though he was
not representing the association. Perhaps more residents should contact the Village Council to
voice their opinions. Email addresses can be found on page 2 of this newsletter.

From: George Young To: michael reckwerdt ; david purdo ; don achenberg ; ken philipson
Sent: Saturday, June 02, 2012 10:22 PM
Subject: Wastewater and Communication Issues
At the special called meeting of the Council on Tuesday you will be making a decision that will have
consequences for the residents of Islamorada for years to come. I am concerned that you are about
to select a company with a "checkered" track record at best and I urge you to give real consideration
to Dave Purdo's plan. Furthermore, I remain concerned with the pattern of non-response on the part
of the Council and the Staff to questions and actual suggestions for alternative systems for waste
water treatment.
As one example, although I do not know Mr.Rhyne, he has made many attempts to introduce a
much cheaper solution using super microbes. The science behind his plan seems solid and a reasonable alternative to our "fluttering" efforts. Why hasn't your staff published a treatise or analysis
on that suggestion--or for that matter, on the STEP system and other plans suggested by other residents?
It seems that we the residents propose solutions which are ignored in favor of the most expensive
solution--which will surely cause many (including me) to be forced to leave Islamorada--a place we
have lived for 25 years.
I challenged the City Manager (at a Lower Matecumbe Homeowners meeting) to respond to residents e-mails and letters in a substantive way and still we get no response---In my years of making
suggestions I have not received a response to any e-mails; hence, I surely will get no substantive
response to this one!! Other cities do not ignore such efforts: Ft. Lauderdale has responded to every
suggestion--not always in agreement,but with brief explanation.
I hope you begin listening.....Thank you;
George Young, Lower Matecumbe

