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A Message from;Sue’ RParks; HCCPTA Rresident

OnDecember, 2012 the HCCPTRoardof Directorsformally acceptedthe resignationsof President
SandraMonacoBurton and Vice Presidentof MembershipEmily Gudel We appreciateeverythingthese
two ladieshavedonefor HCCPTANd for the students,staff, and schoolsin Harford County We will miss
them andwishthem well on their new endeavors

Pursuantto our bylaws,| formally steppedinto the role of President Asmany of you know, | have
beeninvolvedin PTAsincemy oldestdaughterentered kindergartenat AbingdonElementarySchoolway
backin 1996 (boy has time flown!). Throughseveralcommittee chair positions and officer positions
(secretaryyvice presidentand president)at AbingdonElementary RingFactoryElementary Bel Air Middle,
Bel Air High,and PattersonMill Middle/High,aswell asHCCPTA,have enjoyedworkingwith a variety of
people and helping the studentsand staff of Harford County | hope | can continueto make a positive
differencein my new role at HCCPTA If any of your localt ¢ ! hasiany questionsor concernswith
anything,on the local, county, state or national levels,pleasedo not hesitateto contactus. Betweenthe
board memberscurrently at HCCPTAye literally have decadesof experiencewith PTA We are here to
helpyou.

A few housekeepingnatters needto be addressecaswe get readyto start a new calendaryearand
enter into the secondhalf (and somewould arguethe busiesthalf) of our schoolyear. Asmostof youare
aware,MarylandStatePTAinstituted a setof Standardgor ContinuingAffiliation (SOCAJ),e. ruleswe must
all follow to remainin goodstandingast ¢ !. While we appreciateall the hard work you do asa volunteer
for your local PTA,we must not forget that t ¢ ! afeda corporation and, therefore, subjectto certain
federalandstatelaws TheSOCAs anattempt to makesurewe follow theselaws Tobein complianceall
localt ¢ !'nfstdo the following

1. Remitnational and state duesto MarylandPTAS R 2 fgr@efiHCCPTAuesare neededas
well)
2. Havebylawsapprovedevery3years
3. Haveaminimumof 25members
4. Submitthe namesand contact information for all elected officersto Maryland State PTA
within 2 weeksof their election 6 R 2 fgrgeiithat if you changeofficers during the year,
suchaswith resignationsthat you sendupdates¢ you may sendthem to us and we will
gladlyforwardthem to MarylandStatePTA)
Payinsurancen atimely matter
6. Fileappropriatetax forms by the due date to the IRSand submita copyto Maryland State
PTAwithin 30daysof filing
7. Submita copyof the annualfinancialaudit to Maryland State PTAwithin 120 daysafter the
endof the fiscalyear
8. Sendat least2 board members,one of which is the treasurer,to be trained by HCCPTA,
Maryland PTAor National PTAwithin 180 days of taking office. Training must include
financialtraining regardingthe required Marylandand IRSax forms.

In addition, local PTAunits must adhereto all purposeand policiesof Marylandand National PTA
havean EINfrom the IRSto file with Maryland PTA maintain corporate status by havinga minimum of a
president,secretaryand treasurer, and file all appropriate state forms by the required datesand submit
copiesto MarylandPTAwithin 30 daysof filing.

Failureto maintainthe SOCAcan have adverseeffectson a PTA,suchas havingits corporate status
forfeited or havingfinancialpenaltiesfor failingto file tax forms. Anotheradverseeffect directly hurts the
students, the one reasonmost would say we are here doing this volunteer work. If a PTAdoes not
maintainits SOCAthen studentsfrom that schoolCANNO articipateint ¢ ! RefectionsProgram This
programis a wonderful way studentscan expressthemselvesin a variety of mediums Sonext time you
feel burdenedby havingto do the paperworkinvolvedin maintaininga PTA just rememberthe students,
sincethey arethe oneswho are punishedif youR 2 yii@iti (Continuedon Page2)
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Mark Your Calendars

BOD Meetings
Patterson Mill Media Center

7:00 p.m.
Jan 3 April 9
Feb 5 May 7
March 5 June 4

CouncilMeetings/Training

Thurs, January 17, 2013
Mid-Year Training&
Council Meeting
Patterson Mill Media Center
6:00¢ 9:00pm

Thurs, March 7, 2013
C2dzy RSNDa 5|
CounciMtg/Nominations
BelAir High School Cafeteria
6:30¢ 8:30 pm

Thurs April 18, 2013
Reflections Ceremony &
Council Meeting/Elections
Patterson Mill Auditorium
7:00¢ 9:00 pm

Thurs,May 23, 2013
Leadership Training:
Council Meeting
Patterson Mill Media Center
6:00¢ 9:00 pm

Visit: Us At¢
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forrmore 2013/ 2
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Aswe getreadyto start up the new yearand pushfull steaminto the secondhalf of the schoolyear,checkyour SOCAo makesure
you are in good standards YourHCCPT fepresentativeswill be contactingschoolswho are missingany of the requirements We are
also offering another training opportunity on Januaryl7 in the eveningat Patterson Mill Middle/High Schoolto help with that
requirement If you havealreadyreceivedthe requiredtraining, we will alsohave other trainingsthat night, getting into the nuts and
bolts of runninga PTA L (a@r@at refreshercourseor if you are new, a greatway to start the new yearoff right. Seethe flyer in the
newsletter.

Wewill alsobe celebratingour localt ¢ ! f@ all the hard work you do at our annualC 2 dzy” FD&yl&e@rationon March7 at Bel
Air High School A flyer is alsoincluded Pleasetry to join us this year. We havea lot to be proud of, includingour membership
numbers Marylandis currently rankedsecondamonglarge statesfor membershipasof October31, with 101,172 members(up 23.2%
from lastyear) It is not too late to continue with your membershipdrives Alsoremind your PTAmembersto activatetheir cards
Marylandis currently ranked7t" overallin activatedcards

Finally,as | stated before, HCCPT4As currently undergoingsome changesin our board Currentlywe have positions, suchas
committee chairsor vicepresidents,open We are lookinginto changingsome of the duties of the board membersso we cantry to
accommodatanore schedulesandabilities If you areinterestedin joiningusor just havesomequestions pleaselet me know. Getting
involvedin PTAat the countylevel opensup awhole new setof opportunitiesto learnandgrow. Pleaseconsiderus.

SueParks,President,PTA Council of Harford County, Inc.

Avoid Common Bylaw Pitfalls x@
Submitted by: Sue Parks I

HCCPTA President
Member Maryland State PTA Bylaws Committee

Whenit is time to review your bylaws, most people get all worked up and their eyesglazeover. Bylawsare not that scaryor
dauntingif you just take your time and avoidsomecommonpitfalls. Andnow, MarylandStatePTAhasdevelopeda new set of bylaws,
whichtake effect Februaryl2, 2013 that arevery & dzafri@mdly.é

The most common mistake people make is by trying to changethe standardform language Bylawsare mostly boilerplate |
languagethat cannotbe changed Yetpeoplestill try to changeit. Thisiswhenyour bylawswill be rejectedby the MarylandStatePTA .
Anothercommonmistakeis forgetting to fill in allthe blanks If you haveleft anyof the blanksempty, your bylawswill alsobe rejected |

Make surewhenyou reviewyour bylaws,you havea committeereviewingthem. Thishelpsto makesureeverythingis doubleand .
triple checked Thatway,whenyou presentthe bylawsto your generalmembership there shouldnot be anymistakes

Thereare somecommonthingsto look for. If you have more than one vice presidentor secretary,you must makesureto add .
what eachLJS N.JA spetificiluties are asthe template only includesduties for one vice presidentand one secretary If your terms of
office are two years,you needto addwhether electionsfor the positionare in odd or evenyears If the positionsare only one year,this ,
isnot necessary I

Whenyou completethe information on the backof the bylawsconcerningwho to contactin casethere are anyissuesmakesure ,
youthink carefullywho to use If youarereviewingby-lawstoward the end of the schoolyear,youneedto makesureyou put an officer I
that will presumablybe at the schoolthe next year asit is likely the review may occurover the summer If you put, for example,a ,
Presidentwho is leavingthe schoolas his or her children are moving on, that person may not be availableanymoreto handle any I
questionsthe MarylandStatePTABylawsCommitteemayhave Insteadput anotherofficer that you knowwill be returning.

Asstated, the new bylaw template takeseffect Februaryl2 2013 If youarereviewingyour bylawsprior to that, youmayusethe
old template you shouldhavereceivedat the beginningof the yearin the MarylandPTAmailer. If your bylawsare due after February |
12, 2013 you must usethe new template. Youwill needto contact Maryland State PTAto get a template asyou haveto supplyan
originaland not downloadedversionto them. Youwill alsoneedto includea copyof the minutesfrom the meetingin whichyour PTA
adoptedthe bylaws,evenif there were no changes

Whenit is time to review your bylaws,R 2 yp@nic! Theyare not asbad asyou think if you just take your time and & Fin thef
oflylac¢
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@@@ Treasurerﬁs@l@t@s

By BruceButz, HCCPTA Treasurer

All local PTAunits were requiredto completeone of the 990forms for the IRS Thisshouldhave beensubmittedto IRSby November
15. Besureyou senda copyof the either the 990, 990EZ or the 990N to MarylandPTA

LocalPTAsare also required to register, or annually renew their registration, as a charitable organizationwith the Office of the
Secretaryof Stateand have submitted the fee, if appropriate,by the end of December Forthoselocalswho filed the e-postcardfor
the 990N, Maryland PTAhasdeterminedthat you must registerwith the Secretaryof State Localdfiling the 990N and havinga gross
incomeof lessthan $25,000 will not haveto submitthe fee but must completethe ExemptOrganizationFundRaisingNotice Those
localsfiling a 990N with grossincomesof $25,000but lessthan $50,000mayelectto submita copyof their 990EZor completethe COF
85 on the Secretaryof { { I Wweb$kd Pleasebe sureto provide Maryland PTAwith a copy of your submissiongo the Secretaryof
State

Accordingto Maryland PTABylaws,you are requiredto submitthe (i NJ | & aiahNBl idiork reviewed by an auditor or auditing or
review committee to Maryland PTA The Standardsof Continuing Affiliation report which HCCPTAeceivesfrom Maryland PTA
shows very few reviews/audits have been received from Harford County locals Pleasesee Marylandt ¢ ! @ashEncountersor
Nationalt ¢ ! Mbaey Matters for additional information.

Bewatchful for the 2013PersonaPropertyReportformswhich shouldbe in your& O K 2ngailbexasin late Januaryor early February
Theseare mailedto organizationsvho havenot forfeited their incorporationin the state of Marylandand havea return due date of
April 15. Inorderto maintainyour goodstandingwith MarylandPTA you mustsubmita copyof that report to MarylandPTA Youcan
view your status by searchingthe website of the Departmentof Assessmentand Taxationat www.dat.statemd.us. If you have
forfeited your incorporation,contactMarylandPTA

Areminderalsothat paymentfor membershipssold shouldbe madeto MarylandPTA($3.75/member)andto HCCPT.50/member)
by the end of eachmonth. We still have local units who have not submitted duesfor membershipto HCCPT4or the 20122013
schoolyear. 5 2 yg@téonfused Paythem at the sametime. Pleasedo not pay MarylandPTAfor any membershipthat you do not
sellasthey do not issuerefunds Youmust remit your membershipduespromptly. Not reporting to Maryland PTAor HCCPT e
portion of the duesyou collectedon their behalfis withholding moneythat rightfully belongsto them andis consideredraud by IRS

If you needto submitan IRS1099 MISCfor those individualsfor whom you paid $600 or more in the calendaryear2012 you should
have ordered this form and the accompanyingRSform 1096 remittal form asthe 1099 must go to the individual before the end of
January Thisform is not downloadableso order immediately Penaltiesfor late reporting to individualsare quite stiff. CheckCash
Encountergo determinewho qualifies

Now is an excellenttime to review your budgetto seeif anyamendmentsare necessary Remembeitthat IRSrequiresthat you usea
grossbudget Thismeansthat you cannotjustreport the profits from your fundraisersasincome

Membership.Update

As we move into 2013 we would like to give a shout out to some of our Locals who have increased
their membership numbers greater than 5% over last year as of December 2012.

Abingdon Elementary 10.7% Ring Factory Elementary 8.4%
Darlington Elementary 20.5% Riverside Elementary 5.1%
Harford Technical High School 17.2% Roy-Williams Elementary 113.3% !!!!

Homestead - Wakefield Elementary 5.9%

I f you havendt submitt eMarcy 8ula013rdeadiee tostbimipout e es ,
membership fees to HCCPTA, State, and National.

Reflections applications have been forwarded to
State Level! Statuned for announcementof
PTA REFLECTIONS Harford County Winners!

40 Years of Achievement in the Ares
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Harford County Council PTA

Invites You To Our Annual
Mid -Year Training

Thursday, January 17, 2013, 6:00-9:00 pm
(Dinner included)
Patterson Mill Middle/High School Media Center

Free for PTA members ($15 for nonmembers i if your PTA has not paid dues to HCCPTA)

Our topics will include (you choose one session):
Session A:
AThe power of advocacy
AHow to conduct the business of PTA
AParliamentary Procedure
AHow nominations and elections should work

Session B: The required Maryland PTA training
(your Treasurer and one other person must attend)

Registration form (Registration required; please RSVP by January 12)
January 17, 2013, Leadership Development Mid-Year Training
Location: Patterson Mill Middle/High School Media Center

PTA: Phone:
Name: Paosition:
E-mail

Session (check one): Session A: Session B:

For additional information, contact: Sue Parks at: sparksfamilylaw@yahoo.com

Send registration to: HCCPTA, PO Box 435, Bel Air, MD 21014

everychild. onevoice Serving the parents and children of Harford County since 1939
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Harford County Council of PTA, Inc.

Cordially invites
You and Your Family to attend the

W Founder os

March 7,2013, 6:30p.m. i 8:30 p.m.

at Bel Air High School Cafeteria

Presentation of
Honorary Lifetime Membership Awards
County Membership & Advocacy Awards

Dinner & Entertainment will be provided

Cost is $10.00 per person

Proceeds benefit Harford County Council PTA
Betty Bull Scholarships

RSVP Number of Attendees by March 4, 2012
To Sherry Dass 443 402 0966
or email sherryhccpta@gmail.com
or hccpta@hccpta.org

everychild. onevoice Serving the parents and children of Harford County since 1939
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Mews from Our Local )%

Abingdon Elementary School PTA
Submitted by Cheri Wilson, AESPTA Newsletter Committee Chair and HCCPTA Representative

Book Fair

At the beginning of the school year, the Book Fair Committee, chaired by Donna Freeland, Terri Cook, and K
CorkranMcElhosedonated multiple copies of books in support of the Maryland Association of School Libraria
BlackEyed Susan Program

¢KS . 221 CIANI/2YYAG(GSS K2aGSR (GKS ClkopOSNBKabl RS
from October 818, 2012. The event also included a Grandparents event on OctoBantPFamily Buying Night
on October 1. Due to the success of the book fair, the AESPTA was able to donate over $3000 worth of bo
all classroom libraries, special departments, and the media center. In addition, the AESPTA will also receive
i2 KSfL)I adzZLILR NI GKS YIlyeé LINRPINIYa Al alLRy&azNaO.

Cultural Arts

On early dismissal days, the AES students are treated to cultural arts performances funded by the AESPTA. The Cuturalti&égs C
chair, Ellen Scroggins (AES School Counselor), arranges the various praggakefes Y OS ¢ KSF GSNJ 4! TNAQ v
[AYRIF Cly3 a{G2NARSa FTNBY I yRASKYLt SKAYKSl 6NB(I28SaI NBE YR a!
Family Fun

The Family Fun Committee chaired by Danielle Bell has hosted X family fun events during tBeuel E. Cheese (October 251200
Buffalo Wild Wings (November 26, 2012), Cidid (December 13, 2012). A percentage of the proceeds benefits the AESPTA.
Hospitality

The Hospitality Committee, chaired by Diane Lewis, provided a pizza dinnBaaadibox lunch to the AES faculty on the conference
days, November-2, 2012.

YAREQ . Ay3az

The®! yydzZ f YARAQ . Ay3d23 OKFIANBR o6e& 5FlyASttS .Stttz ¢gla KSER
Bingo, where the game winner receive the choice of a gift card and a Scholastic book (while supplies lasted).

Laps for Learning

Laps for Learning, chaired by Jean and Rauggli was held on October 4, 2012. The event brought in $16,505.85 and after expense
the AESPTA made $14,855.16. The top earner in each grade was recognized and various prizes were awarded to studentsthased
total amount each submitted.

Market Day
JeanMuggli chair of the Market Day Committee, organizes the monthly Market Day events, 10% of which benefits the AESPTA.

Receipts

The Receipts Committee, chaired by Angie Stump, participates in multiple rewards programs, such as the Giant Food Aw&dsool |
program, ShopRitescrip TargetRedCard'ake Charge of Education, Box Tops for Education, Labels for Education, and Tyson Proje
Labels A+. In November 2012, 130,220 box tops were submitted, which will earn AES $1302.20.

Reindeer Lane Gift Shop

The Reindeer Lane Gift Shop Committee, chaired by Theresa Brown, hosted the gift shop from Deckrabaép 4

STEM AND BEYONIGHTS I

HCPS will be hosting a series of STEM and Beyond Nights that will feature approximately 40 interactive workshops {o creat:
awareness and excitement about STEM care@cditionally,an exhibit hall will be available to broaden family awarenesds

about school and community resources, programs and activities that students can attend year Tiase. events are |
designed to motivate and engage HCPS fourth and fifth grade students, who will join sixth graders at their area middle
schools to participate in hanesn STEM activities. The schedule for 2013 dates for STEM and Beyond Night for middi¢
school attendance areas: |
Magnolia Middleg January 16, 2013
Havre de Grace MiddleJanuary 30, 2013
BelAir Middle¢ February 20, 2013

everychild. onevoice Serving the parents and children of Harford County since 1939
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HCCPTA Betty Bull Scholarship Award

Submitted by Bruc8utz

Since 1988, the Harford County Council of PTAs has sponsored this award in honor of Mrs. Bull and her tireless arftbsisiftess e
behalf of children's welfare. She served during the 1950s as National PTA Legislative Chair, Maryland PTA Presideh8d#aB/Tah
Legislative Chair, President of HCCPTA, and President of the Jarrettsville Elementary PTA. She was also Presideyltiod the Mar
Council orEducation following World War Il. She died on November 13, 1990, at the age of 86. The Harford County Council PTA
continues this Award Program in her Memory.

All Harford County High School Seniors with a GPA of at least 2.0 and a valid PTA/PTSA membership from any one of thedl9 Harf
County PTA Schootme eligible to apply for the Betty Bull Award.

Beity Bull Awartdeadhnesis April,12,02013

The Harford County Council of PTA. Inc. is planning to award up to four (4) $500.00 scholarships for the 2012/20131s¢hbel yea
number awardeds dependenion available funding from HCCPTA membership dues.)

The purpose of this award program is to provide financial assistance to students of the Parent Teacher Student Assaziaton wh
pursuing their goal toward advanced education. All Harford County high school graduating seniors are eligible. Tiuatoa s
that the student or a parent or guardian is a member of a PTA or PTSA in Harford County.

VLI AOFGA2ya OFy 0S8 &aS0dzZNBR T Nasdravailddls fod davamlad (o Kebsitd, click BriRRAGRAMS\.
& COMMITTEESww.hccpta.org

Eligibility:
1. Must be a senior in a Harford County public high school.
2. Must have applied and been accepted at a post secondary institutioncalgge technical school, etc.
3. Must have achieved a minimum GPA of 2.0.
4. 1 O2L® 2F (KS &aidRSyiQa te¢!lkte{! YSYOSNRKALI OFNRXI (K

signature of the President of a sponsoring PTA/PTSA only must be provided with this application.
5. Money awarded by the scholarship must be used for tuition, transportation, books and other associated materials, roo
and board to a college or technical school.

Selection Criteria:(Rating for Award applicants is based on a scale of 100%.)

w Goalq40%)

w Volunteerwork/Extra curricular activities (30%)
w GradegGPA counts as 10% of the final process)
w Written application (10%)

w Lettersof Reference (5%)

w Financiaheed (5%)

Procedure:
w Completethe three-page application
w Verifythat all material is included or being submitted
Mail to:
Betty Bull Award Selection Committee
Harford County Council of PTA, Inc.
P. O. Box 435
BelAir, MD 21014

SUPPORTINGBATERIAL REQUIRED:

w Completedthree-page application form by the deadline.

w Transcriptof high school credits earned, including current semester and GPA.

w Twoletters of recommendation from teachers, employers, sponsor, etc. (Family memberbl@ifye included as references.)
w Copyof PTSA or PTidembership card osignature of only sPTSA/PTAresident
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Harford County Council of PTA

Jennifer/Handlinf/Advoecacy- Awar

t¢! A& GKS I NBSadG OKAfR R@20F0& 2NEHIFIYATIFGAZ2Y AY
Advocacy Award honors local units committed to the PTA mission by advocating for children, families, and education.

Harford County Council of PTA also recognizes outstanding efforts in strengthening cooperative relationships betw
their local unit, its members and our Council. The purpose of any PTA council is to assist local units in achieving succt
We can offer training, cooperation, and communication that will help all local PTA units. The Harford County Council o
has established a productive relationship with the Superintendent, members of the administration, the board of educati
and elected officials. Working together, we can continue to further the PTA mission and strengthen the partnerships
between schools, communities, and families.

I GWSYYAFSNI I FYyREAY | RG20F 08 | i HNBE Codmy aunc aiZATA byO 2 Y LI
February 1, 201® 2AYYSNB gAff NBOSAGS I LI F1jdzS FyR O2YLX AYS)
C2dzy RSN A& 5 I \Asit BeSotir Svébbitk divivg . ficdnta.org click Programs & Committees to download
Application.

AR WYEBRERE" AW MM E°BR Y

MARY{.ADPARIRN TN XYVIO EMENTEMAT TIER SWARDNYONVNNADIONS OPEN

Know a parent who deserves statewide recognition for his or her work to improve public educabimm®inate him or her today!

TheMaryland State Department of Education is currently accepting nominations for the Sixth Annual Maryland Parent Involvement
Matters Award (PIMA) Program. The Maryland PIMA is an annual award for parents (and others with legal responsibilitd)for a ch
gK2aS SESYLX I NE O2y(iNRoOdzirzya (2 LidzmfAO SRdOFGAZ2Y KI ehdlsft SR
programs, and/or policies. The award was created by the Maryland State Department of Education to highlight the positive imp
parents have on public schools and to encourage all parents to get involved in whatever way they can. An eligible narpimestis

or person with legal responsibility for a child in a Maryland public school who has significantly impacted public eduttichev

last 24 months with his or her involvement in the area(s) of communication; volunteering; learning; collaborating with d¢ymanun
decision making. To learn more about the program and how previous winners were involved, and to download an applidation, go
www.MarylandPublicSchools.org/pim@ompleted applications must be postmarked by January 31, 2013.

Like us on @ Harford County Councilof P TAG s
ﬁ Facebook &nd¢ receive ONEWS FEED UPDZ

post information to our Facebook Friends!

LR RN RN AR

k

Do you want to share your successes and solutions with us?
{ SYR AY I ONARSTF I NI %RdnvSettaE2b 0 S ¢ISNX v @A R é)K
A

6KIG R2SAayQGXo[ SGQa YI1S A S|5 SNJ 7

Email us your news tdCCPTA@hccpta.oAgtention: Newsletter Chairman [
Next deadline if~ebruary, 15, 2013 |

, —
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Gn gratulations!, HARFORD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL TEHREHERES
- —= $25,000MILKEN EDUCAT@R/ARD

Congratulationsgo 5th grade Reading Specialist Lauren Hunter from Wilkac#Old Post Road Elementary School. She was the one
Maryland teacher who won a $25,000 cash award as part of the National Milken Award. The Milken Educator Awards recognize ti
importance of outstanding educators and encourage talented young people to explore teaching. The Award provides public
recognition and an unrestricted financial award of $25,000 to selected educators who are advancing public educationrdime Prog
60S3aAlYy Ay alNEBflIYR AYy MppoX YIFINJAYyI (GKS mMpldK &SFNW 2A0K GKJ
Educators who have won $1,425,000

"Mrs. Hunter brings passion and enthusiasm to teaching and learning each day. She continuously finds ways to engagetier stude
and seeks to focus on building a strong relationship with them and their families for positive learning experiences, kaid Ga
Dunlap, Principal of WilliafRacdOld Post Road Elementary School. "The WillRan#OIld Post Road Elementary School community
benefits daily from her thoughtful reflections and her goal to foster a love of learning in youth to positively affect future
generations." The recognition is not intended as a lifetime achievement award. Recipients are selected in earbateenibr

gKIFG GKSe& KIFI@S I OKASOHSRX FyR F2NJ GKS LINBYAAS 2F gKI Gda&kSe
pivotal milestone. Encompassed in the recognition is the responsibility to stretch their professional practices and feétalersn

higher levels

The Foundation has been recognizing and rewarding the noble profession of teaching through the Milken Educator Awards for 26
8SIENBE® {AyOS FTANBG LINBaSydiSR (G2 | R21Sy /I tAFT2NYAl (S| OKSI
recognition program having honored more than 2,500Zteachers, principals and specialists with over $63 million in individual
unrestricted $25,000 awards.

The Awards alternates yearly between elementary and secondary educators. Each participating state department of education
appoints an independent blue ribbon committee to review candidates that are sourced through a confidential selectionamdcess
recommend candidates to the Foundation

i 201314 TEACHER OF THE YEAR NOMINATION PACKETS NOW AVAILABLE ON HCP:S.ORG

HCPS, as well as 23 other public school systems in the state, will participate in th42@a8yland Teacher of the Year |
program. As in the past, any ftilne classroom, resource or media teacher who spends the majority of their time teaching
| is eligible; school counselors are ineligible to participate. Teachers who intend to retire during£2@i&not eligible tod

| Teacher of the Year. Nominations may be-salimitted, or may be submitted by administrators, parents, colleagues,
students or others. For more information and a copy of the nomination packetywisit.hcps.org The nomination !
deadline is: February 4, 2013, at 4:00 p.Nominate that special teacher in your life todalyl addition, HCPS is soliciting |

I support in providing gift cards or certificates to be given to a finalist in the HCPS Teacher of the Year program. If yoq are
| able to provide a donation, either one for the Teacher of the Year winner, or five (one gift for each finalist), plazsat call
4105885203 to arrange for piekip. Thank you for your support of our teachers, students and school system. Without the
outpouring of support by our generous business community, this recognition program would not be possible. [

MUSIC COMPETITION CONTEST

, i THIRD ANNUAL HARFORD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS (HCPS )

Students in grades® of any Harford County public school are invited to submit an original, unpublished
composition for entry in the third annual HCPS Music Competition Confdsinaterials must be submitted to

Mr. Shane Jensen at Patterson Mill High School by April 19, 201B.e wi nner 6s name wi | |
the HCPS website and on the Harford County Cable Network and he or she will receive either a Pro Tools SE
package (valued at $199.00) or a Sibelius Student Packageontest details, rules and the entry form, please

visit www.hcps.org
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Welcome Students to a Winter Wonderland

When school resumes for Sandy Hook, it will be in a new building. Parent -volunteers are working to
ensure that the students are welcomed back by a winter wonderland with the entire school

decorated with as many unique snowflakes as possible. We encourage senders to be as creative

as possible, remembering that  no two snowflakes are alike. Please make and send snowflakes by
January 12, 2013 to the Connecticut PTSA address at the bottom of this page.

Donating and Organizing Fundraisers for Sandy Hook Elementary School

Donations will be accepted indefinitely to the Connecticut PTSA 6 Sandy Hook Fundd to pr
ongoing supportto the  community. Please send checks to the Connecticut PTSA address listed at
the bottom of this page. = Group fundraising projects may include walk -a-thons, spirits days, pajama [E14]

|
days, etc., which may be scheduled at your convenience.

For student -run coin drives, please submit all donations by February 14, 2013.

product donation inquiries, please contact newtownboe@gmail.com . To contact Sandy
Hook PTA, please email sandyhook@ctpta.org

The Newtown community has requested only monetary donations at this time. For service or
/

Pl d all flak dd i PTA
ease send all snowflakes and donations to:
Connecticut PTSA PTH y
60 Connolly Parkway verpchild. onevoice:
Building 12, Suite 103 Visit www.pta.org
Hamden, CT 06514 for more
Student Safety
details

The Walking School Bus Program

The National Center for Safe Routes to School is pleased to announce the release of  The Walking
School Bus Program: A Primer and First Steps, an online audio/video training program that
provides strategies and tips for planning a Walking School Bus program.

Read more on the web at: http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/about -us/newsroom/walking -school-bus-
online -training -launch or contact Doug Nicholas, Communications Coordinator  ro the National
Center for Safe Routes to School.

—

LVelco_m_t_e_t_o  the Maryl_qqd_ PTA o

Stay in touch with current events and breaking legislative news in your State.
Visit Maryland PTA website for great resources and tools for your PTA!

www.mdpta.org
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