
A Message from Sue Parks, HCCPTA President 
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          On December 4, 2012, the HCCPTA Board of Directors formally accepted the resignations of President 
Sandra Monaco-Burton and Vice President of Membership Emily Gudel.  We appreciate everything these 
two ladies have done for HCCPTA and for the students, staff, and schools in Harford County.  We will miss 
them and wish them well on their new endeavors. 
          Pursuant to our bylaws, I formally stepped into the role of President.  As many of you know, I have 
been involved in PTA since my oldest daughter entered kindergarten at Abingdon Elementary School way 
back in 1996 (boy has time flown!).  Through several committee chair positions and officer positions 
(secretary, vice president and president) at Abingdon Elementary, Ring Factory Elementary, Bel Air Middle, 
Bel Air High, and Patterson Mill Middle/High, as well as HCCPTA, I have enjoyed working with a variety of 
people and helping the students and staff of Harford County.  I hope I can continue to make a positive 
difference in my new role at HCCPTA.  If any of your local t¢!Ωǎ has any questions or concerns with 
anything, on the local, county, state or national levels, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Between the 
board members currently at HCCPTA, we literally have decades of experience with PTA.  We are here to 
help you. 
          A few housekeeping matters need to be addressed as we get ready to start a new calendar year and 
enter into the second half (and some would argue the busiest half) of our school year.  As most of you are 
aware, Maryland State PTA instituted a set of Standards for Continuing Affiliation (SOCA), i.e. rules we must 
all follow to remain in good standing as t¢!Ωǎ.  While we appreciate all the hard work you do as a volunteer 
for your local PTA, we must not forget that t¢!Ωǎ are a corporation and, therefore, subject to certain 
federal and state laws.  The SOCA is an attempt to make sure we follow these laws.  To be in compliance, all 
local t¢!Ωǎ must do the following: 

1. Remit national and state dues to Maryland PTA όŘƻƴΩǘ forget HCCPTA dues are needed as 
well) 

2. Have bylaws approved every 3 years 
3. Have a minimum of 25 members 
4. Submit the names and contact information for all elected officers to Maryland State PTA 

within 2 weeks of their election όŘƻƴΩǘ forget that if you change officers during the year, 
such as with resignations, that you send updates ς you may send them to us and we will 
gladly forward them to Maryland State PTA) 

5. Pay insurance in a timely matter 
6. File appropriate tax forms by the due date to the IRS and submit a copy to Maryland State 

PTA within 30 days of filing 
7. Submit a copy of the annual financial audit to Maryland State PTA within 120 days after the 

end of the fiscal year 
8. Send at least 2 board members, one of which is the treasurer, to be trained by HCCPTA, 

Maryland PTA or National PTA within 180 days of taking office. Training must include 
financial training regarding the required Maryland and IRS tax forms.           

          In addition, local PTA units must adhere to all purpose and policies of Maryland and National PTA; 
have an EIN from the IRS to file with Maryland PTA; maintain corporate status by having a minimum of a 
president, secretary and treasurer; and file all appropriate state forms by the required dates and submit 
copies to Maryland PTA within 30 days of filing. 
          Failure to maintain the SOCA can have adverse effects on a PTA, such as having its corporate status 
forfeited or having financial penalties for failing to file tax forms.  Another adverse effect directly hurts the 
students, the one reason most would say we are here doing this volunteer work.  If a PTA does not 
maintain its SOCA, then students from that school CANNOT participate in t¢!Ωǎ Reflections Program.  This 
program is a wonderful way students can express themselves in a variety of mediums.  So next time you 
feel burdened by having to do the paperwork involved in maintaining a PTA, just remember the students, 
since they are the ones who are punished if you ŘƻƴΩǘ do it.     (Continued on Page 2) 
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Mark Your Calendars 

BOD Meetings 

Patterson Mill Media Center 

7:00 p.m. 

          Jan 3           April 9 

          Feb 5           May 7 

          March 5       June 4 

Council Meetings/Training 

Thurs, January 17, 2013 
Mid-Year Training &  

Council Meeting 
Patterson Mill Media Center 

6:00 ς 9:00 pm 

Thurs, March 7, 2013 
CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ϧ  

Council Mtg/Nominations 
Bel Air High School Cafeteria 

6:30 ς 8:30 pm 

Thurs, April 18, 2013 
Reflections Ceremony &  

Council Meeting/Elections 
Patterson Mill Auditorium 

7:00 ς 9:00 pm 

Thurs, May 23, 2013 
Leadership Training & 

 Council Meeting 
Patterson Mill Media Center 

6:00 ς 9:00 pm 

Visit  Us At 

www.hccpta.org  

ºàÝ×ß JºÕàÙâØÕæçK 

for more 2013 

details!  

PTA Vision 
What the future will look like if PTA accomplishes its mission.  Making every childôs potential a reality. 

PTA Mission 
A powerful voice for all children,  A relevant resource for families and communities, and A strong 

advocate for the education and well-being of every child. 

http://www.hccpta.org/
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Avoid Common Bylaw Pitfalls 
Submitted by:  Sue Parks 

HCCPTA President 
Member Maryland State PTA Bylaws Committee 

 
          When it is time to review your bylaws, most people get all worked up and their eyes glaze over.  Bylaws are not that scary or 
daunting if you just take your time and avoid some common pitfalls.  And now, Maryland State PTA has developed a new set of bylaws, 
which take effect February 12, 2013, that are very άǳǎŜǊ friendly.έ 
          The most common mistake people make is by trying to change the standard form language.  Bylaws are mostly boilerplate 
language that cannot be changed.  Yet people still try to change it.  This is when your bylaws will be rejected by the Maryland State PTA.  
Another common mistake is forgetting to fill in all the blanks.  If you have left any of the blanks empty, your bylaws will also be rejected. 
          Make sure when you review your bylaws, you have a committee reviewing them.  This helps to make sure everything is double and 
triple checked.  That way, when you present the bylaws to your general membership, there should not be any mistakes. 
          There are some common things to look for.  If you have more than one vice president or secretary, you must make sure to add 
what each ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ specific duties are as the template only includes duties for one vice president and one secretary.  If your terms of 
office are two years, you need to add whether elections for the position are in odd or even years.  If the positions are only one year, this 
is not necessary.   
          When you complete the information on the back of the bylaws concerning who to contact in case there are any issues, make sure 
you think carefully who to use.  If you are reviewing by-laws toward the end of the school year, you need to make sure you put an officer 
that will presumably be at the school the next year as it is likely the review may occur over the summer.  If you put, for example, a 
President who is leaving the school as his or her children are moving on, that person may not be available anymore to handle any 
questions the Maryland State PTA Bylaws Committee may have.  Instead put another officer that you know will be returning. 
          As stated, the new bylaw template takes effect February 12, 2013.  If you are reviewing your bylaws prior to that, you may use the 
old template you should have received at the beginning of the year in the Maryland PTA mailer.  If your bylaws are due after February 
12, 2013, you must use the new template.  You will need to contact Maryland State PTA to get a template as you have to supply an 
original and not downloaded version to them.  You will also need to include a copy of the minutes from the meeting in which your PTA 
adopted the bylaws, even if there were no changes. 
          When it is time to review your bylaws, ŘƻƴΩǘ panic!  They are not as bad as you think if you just take your time and άŦƛƭƭ in the 
ōƭŀƴƪǎέ. 
 

          Continued from Page 1Χ 

          As we get ready to start up the new year and push full steam into the second half of the school year, check your SOCA to make sure 
you are in good standards.  Your HCCPTA representatives will be contacting schools who are missing any of the requirements.  We are 
also offering another training opportunity on January 17 in the evening at Patterson Mill Middle/High School to help with that 
requirement.  If you have already received the required training, we will also have other trainings that night, getting into the nuts and 
bolts of running a PTA.  LǘΩǎ a great refresher course or if you are new, a great way to start the new year off right.  See the flyer in the 
newsletter.   
          We will also be celebrating our local t¢!Ωǎ for all the hard work you do at our annual CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎΩ Day Celebration on March 7 at Bel 
Air High School.  A flyer is also included.  Please try to join us this year.  We have a lot to be proud of, including our membership 
numbers.  Maryland is currently ranked second among large states for membership as of October 31, with 101,172 members (up 23.2% 
from last year).  It is not too late to continue with your membership drives.  Also remind your PTA members to activate their cards.  
Maryland is currently ranked 7th overall in activated cards. 
          Finally, as I stated before, HCCPTA is currently undergoing some changes in our board.  Currently we have positions, such as 
committee chairs or vice-presidents, open.  We are looking into changing some of the duties of the board members so we can try to 
accommodate more schedules and abilities.  If you are interested in joining us or just have some questions, please let me know.  Getting 
involved in PTA at the county level opens up a whole new set of opportunities to learn and grow.  Please consider us.   
 

Sue Parks, President, PTA Council of Harford  County, Inc. 
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Treasurerôs Notes 

By Bruce Butz, HCCPTA Treasurer 

All local PTA units were required to complete one of the 990 forms for the IRS, This should have been submitted to IRS by November 
15. Be sure you send a copy of the either the 990, 990EZ, or the 990N to Maryland PTA. 
 
Local PTAs are also required to register, or annually renew their registration, as a charitable organization with the Office of the 
Secretary of State and have submitted the fee, if appropriate, by the end of December.  For those locals who filed the e-postcard for 
the 990N, Maryland PTA has determined that you must register with the Secretary of State.  Locals filing the 990N and having a gross 
income of less than $25,000 will not have to submit the fee but must complete the Exempt Organization Fund-Raising Notice.  Those 
locals filing a 990N with gross incomes of $25,000 but less than $50,000 may elect to submit a copy of their 990EZ or complete the COF-
85 on the Secretary of {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ website. Please be sure to provide Maryland PTA with a copy of your submissions to the Secretary of 
State.    
 
According to Maryland PTA Bylaws, you are required to submit the ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ annual report reviewed by an auditor or auditing or 
review committee to Maryland PTA. The Standards of Continuing Affiliation report which HCCPTA receives from Maryland PTA 
shows very few reviews/audits have been received from Harford County locals. Please see Maryland t¢!Ωǎ Cash Encounters or 
National t¢!Ωǎ Money Matters for additional information.  
 
Be watchful for the 2013 Personal Property Report forms which should be in your ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ mailboxes in late January or early February.  
These are mailed to organizations who have not forfeited their incorporation in the state of Maryland and have a return due date of 
April 15.  In order to maintain your good standing with Maryland PTA, you must submit a copy of that report to Maryland PTA.  You can 
view your status by searching the website of the Department of Assessments and Taxation at www.dat.state.md.us.  If you have 
forfeited your incorporation, contact Maryland PTA. 
  
A reminder also that payment for memberships sold should be made to Maryland PTA ($3.75/member) and to HCCPTA ($.50/member) 
by the end of each month.  We still have local units who have not submitted dues for membership to HCCPTA for the 2012/2013 
school year.  5ƻƴΩǘ get confused.  Pay them at the same time.  Please do not pay Maryland PTA for any membership that you do not 
sell as they do not issue refunds.  You must remit your membership dues promptly.  Not reporting to Maryland PTA or HCCPTA the 
portion of the dues you collected on their behalf is withholding money that rightfully belongs to them and is considered fraud by IRS. 
If you need to submit an IRS 1099 MISC for those individuals for whom you paid $600 or more in the  calendar year 2012, you should 
have ordered this form and the accompanying IRS form 1096 remittal form as the 1099 must go to the individual before the end of 
January.  This form is not downloadable so order immediately.  Penalties for late reporting to individuals are quite stiff.  Check Cash 
Encounters to determine who qualifies. 
 
Now is an excellent time to review your budget to see if any amendments are necessary.  Remember that IRS requires that you use a 
gross budget.  This means that you cannot just report the profits from your fundraisers as income. 
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Reflections applications have been forwarded to 
State Level!  Stay tuned for announcement of 

 Harford County Winners! 

Membership Update  
As we move into 2013 we would like to give a shout out to some of our Locals who have increased  
their membership numbers greater than 5% over last year as of December 2012.  
 
Abingdon Elementary 10.7%   Ring Factory Elementary 8.4%  
Darlington Elementary 20.5%   Riverside Elementary 5.1%  
Harford Technical High School 17.2%  Roy-Williams Elementary 113.3% !!!!  
Homestead-Wakefield Elementary 5.9%  
 
If you havenõt submitted your membership fees, March 31, 2013 is deadline to submit your  
membership fees to HCCPTA, State, and National.  

http://www.dat.state.md.us/
http://www.dat.state.md.us/
http://www.dat.state.md.us/
http://www.dat.state.md.us/
http://www.dat.state.md.us/
http://www.dat.state.md.us/
http://www.dat.state.md.us/
http://www.dat.state.md.us/
http://www.dat.state.md.us/
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Invites You To Our Annual  

Mid -Year Training  

  

    

Thursday, January 17, 2013, 6:00-9:00 pm 

(Dinner included) 

Patterson Mill Middle/High School Media Center 

 
Free for PTA members ($15 for nonmembers ï if your PTA has not paid dues to HCCPTA) 

                                                          

Our topics will include (you choose one session): 

Session A: 

Å The power of advocacy 

Å How to conduct the business of PTA 

Å Parliamentary Procedure 

Å How nominations and elections should work 
 

Session B: The required Maryland PTA training 

 (your Treasurer and one other person must attend) 
 

Registration form (Registration required; please RSVP by January 12) 
January 17, 2013, Leadership Development Mid-Year Training 

Location:  Patterson Mill Middle/High School Media Center  

 

PTA: ___________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________ 

 

Name:_________________________________________________ Position: _________________________ 

 

E-mail: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Session (check one):  Session A: _________       Session B: _____________ 
 

For additional information, contact: Sue Parks at: sparksfamilylaw@yahoo.com 

 

Send registration to: HCCPTA, PO Box 435, Bel Air, MD 21014 
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Harford County Council of PTA, Inc. 
Cordially invites  

You and Your Family to attend the  

 

Founderõs Day Celebration 
 

March 7, 2013, 6:30 p.m. ï 8:30 p.m.  

 

at Bel  Air High School Cafeteria  

 

Presentation of  

Honorary Lifetime Membership Awards  

County Membership & Advocacy Awards  

 

Dinner & Entertainment will be provided  

 

Cost is $10.00 per person   

 

Proceeds benefit Harford County Council PTA  

 Betty Bull Scholarships  

 

RSVP Number of Attendees by March 4, 2012  

To Sherry Dass  443 -402 -0966  

 or email sherryhccpta@gmail.com    

or hccpta@hccpta.org  
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Abingdon Elementary School PTA 
Submitted by Cheri Wilson, AESPTA Newsletter Committee Chair and HCCPTA Representative 

 
Book Fair 
At the beginning of the school year, the Book Fair Committee, chaired by Donna Freeland, Terri Cook, and Kristen 
Corkran-McElhose, donated multiple copies of books in support of the Maryland Association of School Librarians 
Black-Eyed Susan Program. 
 
¢ƘŜ .ƻƻƪ CŀƛǊ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Cŀƭƭ {ŎƘƻƭŀǎǘƛŎ .ƻƻƪ CŀƛǊ ǘƘŜƳŜŘΣ ά!ƭƭ {ǘŀǊ .ƻƻƪ CŀƛǊ ς 9ǾŜǊȅ wŜŀŘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ {ǘŀǊΣέ 
from October 8-18, 2012.  The event also included a Grandparents event on October 12th and Family Buying Night 
on October 17th.  Due to the success of the book fair, the AESPTA was able to donate over $3000 worth of books to 
all classroom libraries, special departments, and the media center. In addition, the AESPTA will also receive $2,500 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛǘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ CŀƛǊ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YƛŘǎΩ .ƛƴƎƻ. 
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Cultural Arts 
On early dismissal days, the AES students are treated to cultural arts performances funded by the AESPTA. The Cultural Arts Committee 
chair, Ellen Scroggins (AES School Counselor), arranges the various programsτSankofa 5ŀƴŎŜ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 5ŀƴŎŜέ ό{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мпth), 
[ƛƴŘŀ CŀƴƎ ά{ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ /Ƙƛƴŀέ όhŎǘƻōŜǊ муthύΣ ŀƴŘ .ŀƭƭŜǘ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƻŦ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ ά!ƭƛŎŜ ƛƴ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘέ όbƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мсΣ нлмнύΦ 
Family Fun 
The Family Fun Committee chaired by Danielle Bell has hosted X family fun events during the fallτChuck E. Cheese (October 25, 2012), 
Buffalo Wild Wings (November 26, 2012), Chick-Fil-A (December 13, 2012). A percentage of the proceeds benefits the AESPTA. 
Hospitality 
The Hospitality Committee, chaired by Diane Lewis, provided a pizza dinner and Panera box lunch to the AES faculty on the conference 
days, November 1-2, 2012. 
YƛŘǎΩ .ƛƴƎƻ 
The 6th !ƴƴǳŀƭ YƛŘǎΩ .ƛƴƎƻΣ ŎƘŀƛǊŜŘ ōȅ 5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ .ŜƭƭΣ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ фΣ нлмнΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ нл ƎŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ 
Bingo, where the game winner receive the choice of a gift card and a Scholastic book (while supplies lasted). 
Laps for Learning 
Laps for Learning, chaired by Jean and Paul Muggli, was held on October 4, 2012.  The event brought in $16,505.85 and after expenses, 
the AESPTA made $14,855.16. The top earner in each grade was recognized and various prizes were awarded to students based upon the 
total amount each submitted. 
Market Day 
Jean Muggli, chair of the Market Day Committee, organizes the monthly Market Day events, 10% of which benefits the AESPTA. 
Receipts 
The Receipts Committee, chaired by Angie Stump, participates in multiple rewards programs, such as the Giant Food A+ School Rewards 
program, ShopRite escrip, Target RedCard Take Charge of Education, Box Tops for Education, Labels for Education, and Tyson Project 
Labels A+. In November 2012, 130,220 box tops were submitted, which will earn AES $1302.20. 
Reindeer Lane Gift Shop 
The Reindeer Lane Gift Shop Committee, chaired by Theresa Brown, hosted the gift shop from December 4-7, 2012. 

  

STEM AND BEYOND NIGHTS 
 

HCPS will be hosting a series of STEM and Beyond Nights that will feature approximately 40 interactive workshops to create 
awareness and excitement about STEM careers.  Additionally, an exhibit hall will be available to broaden family awareness 
about school and community resources, programs and activities that students can attend year round.  These events are 
designed to motivate and engage HCPS fourth and fifth grade students, who will join sixth graders at their area middle 
schools to participate in hands-on STEM activities. The schedule for 2013 dates for STEM and Beyond Night for middle 
school attendance areas: 
·         Magnolia Middle ς January 16, 2013 
·         Havre de Grace Middle ς January 30, 2013 
·         Bel Air Middle ς February 20, 2013 
  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://evespta.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/PTA-1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://evespta.com/membership-benefits/presidents-corner&usg=__iufn6s4LltLhraBA1AklLLEyX7w=&h=414&w=888&sz=94&hl=en&start=28&zoom=1&tbnid=4o1Z6-YQb9gzrM:&tbnh=68&tbnw=146&ei=LDWgTtfQG-PX0QHAx_zQBA&prev=/search?q=PTA&start=21&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1


Since 1988, the Harford County Council of PTAs has sponsored this award in honor of Mrs. Bull and her tireless and selfless efforts on 
behalf of children's welfare.  She served during the 1950s as National PTA Legislative Chair, Maryland PTA President, Maryland State PTA 
Legislative Chair, President of HCCPTA, and President of the Jarrettsville Elementary PTA.  She was also President of the Maryland 
Council on Education following World War II.  She died on November 13, 1990, at the age of 86. The Harford County Council PTA 
continues this Award Program in her Memory. 
 
All Harford County High School Seniors with a GPA of at least 2.0 and a valid PTA/PTSA membership from any one of the 49 Harford 
County PTA Schools are eligible to apply for the Betty Bull Award. 
 

Betty Bull Award deadline is April 1, 2013 
 
The Harford County Council of PTA. Inc. is planning to award up to four (4) $500.00 scholarships for the 2012/2013 school year. (The 
number awarded is dependent on available funding from HCCPTA membership dues.) 
 
The purpose of this award program is to provide financial assistance to students of the Parent Teacher Student Association who are 
pursuing their goal toward advanced education.  All Harford County high school graduating seniors are eligible.  There is a stipulation 
that the student or a parent or guardian is a member of a PTA or PTSA in Harford County. 
 
!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ also available for download on our website, click on PROGRAMS 
& COMMITTEES: www.hccpta.org. 
 
Eligibility:  

1. Must be a senior in a Harford County public high school. 
2. Must have applied and been accepted at a post secondary institution, e.g. college, technical school, etc. 
3. Must have achieved a minimum GPA of 2.0. 
4. ! ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ t¢!κt¢{! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΩǎ t¢!κt¢{! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎŀǊŘΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

signature of the President of a sponsoring PTA/PTSA only must be provided with this application. 
5. Money awarded by the scholarship must be used for tuition, transportation, books and other associated materials, room 

and board to a college or technical school. 
 
Selection Criteria:  (Rating for Award applicants is based on a scale of 100%.) 
 

ω  Goals (40%) 
ω  Volunteer work/Extra curricular activities (30%) 
ω  Grades (GPA counts as 10% of the final process) 
ω  Written application (10%) 
ω  Letters of Reference (5%) 
ω  Financial need (5%) 

 
Procedure: 

ω  Complete the three-page application 
ω  Verify that all material is included or being submitted 

Mail to: 
Betty Bull Award Selection Committee 
Harford County Council of PTA, Inc. 
P. O. Box 435 
Bel Air, MD 21014 

 
SUPPORTING MATERIAL REQUIRED: 
ω  Completed three-page application form by the deadline. 
ω  Transcript of high school credits earned, including current semester and GPA. 
ω  Two letters of recommendation from teachers, employers, sponsor, etc. (Family members may NOT be included as references.)  
ω  Copy of PTSA or PTA membership card or signature of only a PTSA/PTA President. 
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HCCPTA Betty Bull Scholarship Award 
Submitted by Bruce Butz 
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Harford County Council of PTA 

Jennifer Handlin Advocacy Award 
   t¢! ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ IŀǊŦƻǊŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ t¢!Σ LƴŎΦΩǎ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ IŀƴŘƭƛƴ 

Advocacy Award honors local units committed to the PTA mission by advocating for children, families, and education. 
  Harford County Council of PTA also recognizes outstanding efforts in strengthening cooperative relationships between 

their local unit, its members and our Council.  The purpose of any PTA council is to assist local units in achieving success.  
We can offer training, cooperation, and communication that will help all local PTA units.  The Harford County Council of PTA 
has established a productive relationship with the Superintendent, members of the administration, the board of education, 
and elected officials.  Working together, we can continue to further the PTA mission and strengthen the partnerships 
between schools, communities, and families. 

  ! άWŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ IŀƴŘƭƛƴ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ !ǿŀǊŘέ ǳƴƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ƛǘ to Harford County Council of PTA by 
February 1, 2013Φ  ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ IŀǊŦƻǊŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ t¢!Ωǎ нлмо 
CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Visit the our website at www.hccpta.org, click Programs & Committees to download 
Application.   

 

MARYLAND PARENT INVOLVEMENT MATTERS AWARD NOMINATIONS OPEN  
  

Know a parent who deserves statewide recognition for his or her work to improve public education? Nominate him or her today!   
 
The Maryland State Department of Education is currently accepting nominations for the Sixth Annual Maryland Parent Involvement 
Matters Award (PIMA) Program. The Maryland PIMA is an annual award for parents (and others with legal responsibility for a child) 
ǿƘƻǎŜ ŜȄŜƳǇƭŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǎchools, 
programs, and/or policies.  The award was created by the Maryland State Department of Education to highlight the positive impact 
parents have on public schools and to encourage all parents to get involved in whatever way they can. An eligible nominee is a parent 
or person with legal responsibility for a child in a Maryland public school who has significantly impacted public education within the 
last 24 months with his or her involvement in the area(s) of communication; volunteering; learning; collaborating with community; or 
decision making.  To learn more about the program and how previous winners were involved, and to download an application, go to 
www.MarylandPublicSchools.org/pima. Completed applications must be postmarked by January 31, 2013.   

Do you want to share your successes and solutions with us?   
{ŜƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ άeNewsletterέΦ   ¢Ŝƭƭ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ 

ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΧΦ[ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ t¢! ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΗ 

Email us your news to HCCPTA@hccpta.org  Attention: Newsletter Chairman 

Next deadline is February, 15, 2013 

@ Harford County Council of PTAõs 
and receive ôNEWS FEED UPDATESõ as we 
post information to our Facebook Friends!  

http://www.hccpta.org/
mailto:HCCPTA@hccpta.org
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Congratulations to 5th grade Reading Specialist Lauren Hunter from William Paca/Old Post Road Elementary School.  She was the one 
Maryland teacher who won a $25,000 cash award as part of the National Milken Award.  The Milken Educator Awards recognize the 
importance of outstanding educators and encourage talented young people to explore teaching. The Award provides public 
recognition and an unrestricted financial award of $25,000 to selected educators who are advancing public education. The Program 
ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ мффоΣ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфǘƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ рт aƛƭƪŜƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Educators who have won $1,425,000. 
 
 "Mrs. Hunter brings passion and enthusiasm to teaching and learning each day. She continuously finds ways to engage her students 
and seeks to focus on building a strong relationship with them and their families for positive learning experiences," said Gail I. 
Dunlap, Principal of William Paca/Old Post Road Elementary School. "The William Paca/Old Post Road Elementary School community 
benefits daily from her thoughtful reflections and her goal to foster a love of learning in youth to positively affect future 
generations."  The recognition is not intended as a lifetime achievement award. Recipients are selected in early to mid-career for 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΧ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ aƛƭƪŜƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ !ǿŀǊd as a 
pivotal milestone. Encompassed in the recognition is the responsibility to stretch their professional practices and leadership to even 
higher levels. 
 
The Foundation has been recognizing and rewarding the noble profession of teaching through the Milken Educator Awards for 26 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 
recognition program having honored more than 2,500 K-12 teachers, principals and specialists with over $63 million in individual, 
unrestricted $25,000 awards.   
 
 The Awards alternates yearly between elementary and secondary educators. Each participating state department of education 
appoints an independent blue ribbon committee to review candidates that are sourced through a confidential selection process and 
recommend candidates to the Foundation. 

2013-14 TEACHER OF THE YEAR NOMINATION PACKETS NOW AVAILABLE ON HCPS.ORG! 
 

HCPS, as well as 23 other public school systems in the state, will participate in the 2013-14 Maryland Teacher of the Year 
program. As in the past, any full-time classroom, resource or media teacher who spends the majority of their time teaching 
is eligible; school counselors are ineligible to participate. Teachers who intend to retire during 2013-14 are not eligible to be 
Teacher of the Year. Nominations may be self-submitted, or may be submitted by administrators, parents, colleagues, 
students or others. For more information and a copy of the nomination packet, visit www.hcps.org. The nomination 
deadline is: February 4, 2013, at 4:00 p.m. Nominate that special teacher in your life today!  In addition, HCPS is soliciting 
support in providing gift cards or certificates to be given to a finalist in the HCPS Teacher of the Year program. If you are 
able to provide a donation, either one for the Teacher of the Year winner, or five (one gift for each finalist), please call us at 
410-588-5203 to arrange for pick-up. Thank you for your support of our teachers, students and school system. Without the 
outpouring of support by our generous business community, this recognition program would not be possible. 
  

THIRD ANNUAL HARFORD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS (HCPS ) 

 MUSIC COMPETITION CONTEST 

 

Students in grades 9-12 of any Harford County public school are invited to submit an original, unpublished 

composition for entry in the third annual HCPS Music Competition Contest.  All materials must be submitted to 

Mr. Shane Jensen at Patterson Mill High School by April 19, 2013.  The winnerôs name will be announced on 

the HCPS website and on the Harford County Cable Network and he or she will receive either a Pro Tools SE 

package (valued at $199.00) or a Sibelius Student Package.  For contest details, rules and the entry form, please 

visit www.hcps.org 
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HARFORD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER RECEIVES 
 $25,000 MILKEN EDUCATOR AWARD  

http://www.hcps.org/
http://www.hcps.org/
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Support Sandy Hook PTSA & Share School Safety Resources  
 
Welcome Students to a Winter Wonderland   

 

When school resumes for Sandy Hook, it will be in a new building. Parent -volunteers are working to 

ensure that the students are welcomed back by a winter wonderland with the entire school 

decorated with as many unique snowflakes as possible. We encourage senders to be as creative 

as possible, remembering that  no two snowflakes are alike. Please make and send snowflakes by 

January 12, 2013 to the Connecticut PTSA  address  at the bottom of this page.    

 

Donating and Organizing Fundraisers for Sandy Hook Elementary School   

 

Donations will be accepted indefinitely to the Connecticut PTSA  òSandy Hook Fundó to provide 

ongoing support to the  community.  Please send checks to the Connecticut PTSA  address listed  at 

the bottom of this page.  Group fundraising projects may include walk -a -thons, spirits days, pajama 
days, etc., which may be scheduled at your convenience.  

 
For student -run coin drives, please submit all donations  by February 14, 2013.  

 

The Newtown community has requested only monetary donations at this time. For service or 

product donation inquiries, please contact newtownboe@gmail.com . To contact Sandy 

Hook  PTA, please email sandyhook@ctpta.org .  

 

Please send all snowflakes and donations to:    

Connecticut PTSA  

60 Connolly Parkway  

Building 12, Suite 103  

Hamden, CT 06514  
Visit www.pta.org 

for more  
Student Safety 

details  

 
 
 
 
 

Stay in touch with current events and breaking legislative news in your State.   
Visit Maryland PTA website for great resources and tools for your PTA!  

www.mdpta.org  
  

The Walking School Bus Program  
 
 

The National Center for Safe Routes to School is pleased to announce the release of The Walking 
School Bus Program :  A Primer and First Steps, an online audio/video training program that 
provides strategies and tips for planning a Walking School Bus program.  
 
Read more on the web at: http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/about -us/newsroom/walking -school-bus-
online -training -launch  or contact Doug Nicholas, Communications Coordinator ro the National 
Center for Safe Routes to School.   

http://ctpta.org/
http://ctpta.org/
http://ctpta.org/
mailto:newtownboe@gmail.com
mailto:sandyhook@ctpta.org
http://www.pta.org/index.cfm
http://www.pta.org/
http://www.mdpta.org/

