Parishes of Dromara and Drumgooland

Fr Peter McNeill Tel: 028 4065 0207 Emergency Tel: 07969 403762
Email: dromaradrumgooland@dromorediocese.org Web: www.dromaradgooland.org
6™ Sunday in ordinary time
16" February 2025

Weekend Masses
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet  7:30pm Leitrim
Sun 9:00am Gargory 11:00am Dromara

Weekday Masses
Mon 9:00am Leitrim 7:30pm Dechomet
Tues 9:00am Dromara
Wed 7:30pm Leitrim
Fri ~ 7:30pm Dromara

Ash Wednesday 5t March

First Confession
Tues 11th Mar St Matthew’s & St Mary’s
Tues 25th Mar St Michael’s

Confirmation
Wed 2rd Apr 6pm Dromara - all schools

Recently deceased

Dominic McElroy, Benraw, Leitrim
Theresa Kane (nee McCabe), Maghera

ANNIVERSARIES

Leitrim
Sat 15t  Fr Frank Lyons
Rita Murray
John McKay
Annie & Patrick O'Prey
Maggie & Tony O’Hare & Deceased
Family Members
Seamus, Bridie & Patricia Savage
John A Cunningham
Margaret Blaney
Sat 22nd  Patrick Malone

Dromara
Sun 16t Maire & Pat King, Gransha
Sun 234 Mary McBride
Philip Lundy & Deceased Members
of Lundy, McGrillen & Cauley
Families

Qarggz y
Sun 239  Theresa, Elizabeth & Patrick McCartan

Diocesan Safeguarding Officer: Stephen Sherry
07301246329/ safeguardingdirector@dromorediocese.org

Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Parish £1,196 £2,133
Priest £981 £1,396

Figures include Jan standing orders
Thank you for your continued contributions
St Michael’s Hall £280

Drumgooland Parish Council
Meeting Mon 17t Feb 8pm
To discuss lease of Dechomet Hall
(apologies for the short notice)

Dechomet & Gargory Bells
The systems were damaged during the
storm and power surges. They will be
repaired when the parts come in.

Please join the 'Friends of St Michael's
Finnis Parents Group' on Sun 16t Feb at 3pm
for a great afternoon of Bingo in the
Parish Hall. Doors open at 2.30pm.
£100 JACKPOT MUST GO.

Good fun, refreshments and a great raffle
so please come along and show your
support for the school.

Peter Morgan’s Cottage
Music Session with Ray Fri 28t Feb at 7:30 pm.
Come and play sing, recite, dance or
just enjoy. Light supper provided.

Community Defibrillator
Information session and demonstration
of the Community Defibrillator at
Peter Morgan’s Cottage
Tues 11th Mar at 7:30pm
Please come along and inform yourself
about this vital piece of life-saving equipment.
The team would like an indication of numbers.
Please phone 07708017219 if you plan to attend.

Dromore Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage
9th June
5 nights Full Board £850
Anyone who would like to be considered as
a Pilgrim or Assisted Pilgrim please contact:
Ann Kelly (Secretary) 07788 195938, or
Kieran McEvoy (Chairperson) 07986 366162

SVP contact numbers
Dromara 07738 838191/ Drumg 07825 419067
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SLXTH SUNDAY [N ORDINARY TIME

Sunday-ilg/fv-Message

THE WORD

COURAGETO- »
SPEAKOUTY K

LK 17 2Rl

Woar C« 16 February 2025 « Calowr: Oreen « Paalter Week 2

In the Old Testament, Moses came down a mountain to announce God's word - the

10 commandments - to his people,

In today's Goepel Jesus alsD descenss a mountaln, to announce his word to the aseembled
crowd. He preaches the beatitudes and woes. (LUKE's acoount of the beattudes s different
Matthew's. Matthew has nine beatitudes. Luke has four beatitudes but aliso four woes )

Far anyone wha |s poor, hungry, whao weeps, who ks hated, Jesus has comforting words. He
calls these people blessecl But for those who are rich, wha are ful, wha [augh, and wha are
honoured, he has harsh words. Woe 1o you, he tells tham.

Jesus' words can seem puzzing and severs. They tm our commaonly accepted notion of what
Is good and bad upslde down. He 6eems to b= Eaying that It's a good thing o be poor, hungry,
weaping and hurt; 2 bad thing to be rich, well fad, lzughing, and to be spoken wall of

But Jesws 't lzuding powarty, unger or hurt 3s things to be ceslred In themselves. They are
notto be sought after. They should be avolded, If possible. Hor 16 Jesus condemning a soclal
cla56. AE he knows only top well, virtlues and vices do not belong to any one particular group.

Jesus' beatituses are addressad to his disciples, to those wha are Imvolved Inbulding God's
kingdiom. And they are wonds of consoiation and of promise. Jesus Knows that things won't be
a3gy for them. They wil sutfer for preaching the Gospel They will face rejction, betrayal, and
tears. Sut the promise s of Detber things to come. Jesws |5 aseurng his disciples thatwhile 3
Iite pedicated 1o God will bring difficulties and hardships, God will overcome them. Provided
they remain faitiful, thelr tears will twm to laughter. They wil be blessed. B

REFLECT

nver got ta mest him. On the very day |

arrived In the Prllppines - 11 Juty 19885

- Rudy Aomano was reported missing.
Rudy was 2 Redemgtorist priest based In
the city of Cebu. He left the manastery on
hls motorblke that day and never returned.
Ominousty, his bike was BsCoversd ona
street downtown, and locals describad how
he had been sumounded by what looked llke
milltary venbzles. He had been undled Imto
a truck whlch sped away.

immediately, the Redemptorists began
a campalgn to find Rudy. Search parties
WEre B2t DUt demaonstrations wers hald,
posters were distributed, local and national
madla were contacted. An appeal was made
1o Pragident Ferdinand Mancos to Irtarvansa,
while pressure was plled on him from
Ireland, the Vatican and arpund the worio.
But Rudy was never found It became clear
eary on hat he had been murdenad by the
milltary whio had than sumped his bady.

Rudy'was martyred because of Nls work for
Justice. He was an cutspoken oritic of the
represelve Marcos regime, 5o they declded

to slence him. Audy heard the cry of the
poor, Ne stood alongsice those withaut a
volce, and the Zuthartties couldmt tolerate ft
He was anusance, 50 ﬂ"I-E-j' had to shut him
up. In speaking out on behall of the poar;
Rudy Ramano was Iving the beatfuses.

The Sarmon an the Mount is the first great
sarmon In Matthew's account of the [ife of

JEELS. Luke SoSEMT hiave a ‘Sarmon an the
Mount” Instead, he has what Is called The

Zarmon an the Main.’ Though sharter than
Matthew's verskon, It contalns much of the
Eame material.

But a major differenca between them s that
Luke adds 3 EeriaE of ‘Woe-5ayings.” Woe o
yau jar aias far you) who are rich... wha have
your flll ... whe laugh now _..". In using theee
woe sayings, Luke ks galng back to the Oid
Testament prophets, wha aften congemned
the peagple to whom thay praached by using
woe sayings. Just as the beatitude sayings
are using a Gifferent standard to judge
pecgle a5 fortunate, the woe sayings use 3
differant standard to measure misfortune.
One might expect the rich, thase with
enaugh to 2at, those the world consl@ers

SAY

“Lord, give me the courage to
speak your truth always. Amen.”

Thie paar and the abangonad ars aspecialy
cloge 1o God's heart. 3oclal soldarity s a
kaystane of the Chrlstlan life

Reflect on today's Gospel. What values 50 you
IIve by?

Theere ks 50 much Inequallty and Injustize In our
worid. Pray for a mare Just world

fortunate, to be the happy ones. But that's
reat hiow Luke 5886 It

In drawing this sharp contrast, Luke Is
pointing to Mary's Magnificat (Lk 1:96-
55). The mather of Jesus praises God for
overiuming the saclal and political crder
of the worid - topgilng the thrones of the
powerful and IFting Up those at the bottom
of the heap, fllng the hungry with good
things, sanding the rich way empty.

Far Luke, reversing the oppressive order of
the worid 16 part of the Messlah's work, part
of the work of the Gospel.

Diesplte the progress of recent decades,
mch remains to be done to create a just
workd. Mary millons remaln hungry, the
poor 5l weep bitterty, thase whi fight far
Justice are opposed and Impriscned. s It all
a plpe dream? Or |6 It a challenge to rethink
the values we llve by We may nat have to
risk our [ves, a6 Rudy Romano dd, far the
Gospel. But we must be a valce of ustice
and truth In our time and place, speaking
always with courage. |



