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16

NEXT ISSUE
Next publication date will be
Thursday, February 22
Items considered must be in the
church office by
Tuesday, February 13, 4:00 pm.
Please e-mail Anne Winfrey at
anne@veldarose.org with your
newsletter articles.

The Historian’s Corner
Librarian’s Corner
Red Hat Lunch
New Horizons Class
Valentine’s Dinner
Vision Screening

Page 12-13
Sunday School Hour
Church Staff News
Family Ministries News

Page 14-15
Prayer List/In Memory
Thank You Notes
Birthdays/Anniversaries

By Pastor Larry
Once again the road lies
before us. The path to
the cross takes us
through an amazing ter‐
rain of the human spirit.
The Christian season of
Lent is a time reserved
for reflection and intro‐
spection. The reason is simple. It is very easy to
walk through our Christian journey half asleep.
We become anesthetized by busy schedules,
the demands of work, the raising of children,
the noise of freeways, and the paying of bills. It
can be hard to hear God’s voice in the clatter of
all the things competing for our attention. Then
again, sometimes the “noise” comes from more
subtle contenders, such as anxiety, worry, and
depression. No matter the source of the distrac‐
tion, Lent is a time when we can focus on re‐
newing our spiritual roots.
Lent is an excursion of the soul, oftentimes into
the wilderness of our own spiritual battle‐
ground. It is a path that is filled with opposites.
We are confronted but also nurtured. We are
humbled but also exalted. We are drained of
self‐absorption but filled with Christ’s power.
We are made to walk in dark and lonely valleys
but also will stand transfixed on the mountain
peak. We are exposed for who we are but we
are forgiven of our sins. We may feel unlovely
but we will experience the love of God. The
journey to the cross was not easy for Jesus, nor
is it easy for us.

and learn the deeper you go into its truths. Fi‐
nally, share you faith and your insights with
another person. As your experience of Christ
grows in your life, giving witness will plant the
seeds of hope and faith in others.
Remember, the road to Calvary is no picnic. It
forces us to look at the hard issues. Robert J.
McCracken says that “no one ever entered into
the Kingdom of Heaven without tribulation; not
perhaps the tribulation of fire and persecution,
but the tribulation of a humble and contrite
heart, of a flesh subjugated in the interest of
the spirit, of a life poured forth like spilled wine
in the service of others. If our religion is of such
pliable and elastic sort that it has cost us no
pains to acquire, no self‐denial to preserve, no
effort to advance, no struggle to maintain, holy
and undefiled – whatever else it is, it is not the
religion of him who said, “Enter through the
narrow gate…For the gate is narrow, and the
road is hard that leads to life, and there are few
who find it.”
Let us take the journey together:
Hard it is, very hard
To travel up the slow and stony road
To Calvary, to redeem humankind; far
better
To make but one resplendent miracle,
Lean through the cloud, lift the right hand of
power,
And with sudden lightning, smite the world
perfect.
Yet this was not God’s way,
Who had the power,
Yet set it by, choosing the cross, the thorn,
The sorrowful wounds.

As we begin the Lenten season, I challenge you
to participate in some of the great disciplines of
the Christian life. Spend time in prayer each
day, asking God to open your heart and mind to
(Source: United Kingdom, Dorothy Sayers; from John
his wisdom and guidance. Take time to read the Carden, A Procession of Prayers, Morehouse, p. 151, 1998)
Bible, following a set of Scriptures that will
Are we ready for Lent? Can we afford not to be?
guide you through the journey that Jesus
walked to the cross. The Bible is like an “onion.” See you in church!
There are many layers, and the more you read

Caring Moments with Chris
“Uganda’s people had endured so much.
Corruption and oppressive rulers had
waged ruthless wars against the people,
and when they were done with their
slaughter, nearly a million were dead.
“Gary was taken to visit a 79‐year‐old
widow who had mothered seven chil‐
dren. As they walked through the ba‐
nana groves behind her small hut, she
pointed out the graves of her husband
and six of her children. AIDS had killed
them all. Her surviving child, a daughter,
was dying of the same disease. Visiting
this woman stirred Gary to the core of
his being and became one of the defin‐
ing moments of his life.

The Watoto Children’s Choir is coming
to Velda Rose on Tuesday, March 6! I
hope that everyone will make every ef‐
fort to attend, and please bring friends
and family as well. The concert itself is
free, although a love offering will be
taken to support the ministry that is the
Watoto Children’s Choir.
Here is some background information,
taken from their website at
www.watoto.com. If you wish to be in‐
spired and learn more about Watoto
Ministries, check out the website.
“Founded by Gary and Marilyn Skinner
Watoto was birthed through Watoto
Church, a thriving community‐focused
church the couple planted in Kampala,
Uganda, in 1984.
“Back in 1988, in a town called Rakai,
Gary Skinner was confronted by a stark
reality that he could not ignore. Eight
years earlier, he and his young family
had moved to Uganda, a country known
for its violence and poverty. They
planted a church in Kampala, which they
believed God would use to restore hope
to the city and nation.

Hope, which has helped over 3,000
women who are HIV positive, and their
15,000 children, by giving them voca‐
tional training and income‐generating
projects. Many of these women have
been the victims of having been ab‐
ducted from their families and sold as
sex slaves to rebel soldiers.

I hope and pray that Velda Rose and the
surrounding community will support this
valiant ministry in many ways, including
by attending the free concert with which
the Watoto Children’s Choir will be
blessing us on Tuesday, March 6 at 7
p.m. There will be a free will love offer‐
ing taken at the concert. We also will
need host homes for the children and
“He was reminded of James 1:27, which their adult caregivers. There are 18 chil‐
dren in all, and 9 adults. There are 5
says: ‘Religion that God our Father ac‐
groups of girls, and 4 groups of boys.
cepts as pure and faultless is this: to
Each of the groups consist of typically 2
look after orphans and widows in their
children
and 1 adult. The children range
distress and to keep oneself from being
in age from 7 years old to 12. They have
polluted by the world.’
sent a great deal of useful information,
so hosting is well‐planned and easy! I
“In 1994, Watoto Child Care Ministries
plan
on hosting 2 of the girls’ groups, so
was birthed out of Watoto Church as a
still
need volunteers for the others. If
I
result of this encounter. It started with
you
are
even remotely interested in
one simple house in Kansanga; a suburb
hosting, please call me (Pastor Chris) at
that is eight kilometers south of Kam‐
the
church and I can explain what it
pala. Here, eight orphans and a widow
would
entail (1 night—Tuesday, March
were given the chance to become a new
6—and
providing a breakfast and a sack
family.”
lunch, and transporting to and from the
church and your home). I am eager to
The Watoto Ministries are still under the
hear from people! You will be blessed!
direction of Gary and Marilyn Skinner,
and now have several areas of ministry.
The Watoto Church pastors 24,000 peo‐ Pastor Chris
ple. The Watoto Child Care Ministries
house and educate 3,000 children in 3
villages. The children are placed into a
home with up to eight children and a
widow as their Mom, and they become
a family. The children are raised in a
Christian environment to become lead‐
ers in Uganda and Africa. The Watoto
Children’s Choir acts as their worldwide
ambassador, and they have performed
all over the world, including before roy‐
alty at Buckingham Palace, and the
White House. Another ministry is Living
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February 1
Edna Gastell

February 12
Rita Vestal

February 24
Elaine Wertz

February 2
Darlene Olson
Dale Smith

February 13
Elizabeth Thomas

February 25
Jan Armold

February 3
Barbara Lawrence

February 14
Lila Bartlett
Carol Miller

February 26
Seini Latu

February 4
Melissa Jeter

February 15
Claris Olson

February 7
Dee Rogers

February 20
Donna Jensen
Hal Miller

February 8
Ann Adams
Irene Baker

February 27
Maynard Bauer
Robert Macha

February 21
William Denny
Jim Taylor

February 9
Tom Daggy

February 28
Guy Swecker
February 29
Deonna Larson

February 23
Ethel Kent
Richard Williams

February 10
Sue Cropper
Bill Stolins

50+ Years

Also Celebrating

2/26/50

John & Trudy Inglebright

68 yrs

2/27/51

John & Everna Vermaat

67 yrs

2/28/81
2/12/83
2/14/86
2/14/87
2/15/87
2/18/87
2/20/87
2/28/98
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Bruce & Jan Collier
Joe & Melody Evans
Fred & Judie Beck
Bud & Jeanette Hawley
Jack & Lita Latu
Tobby & Bonnie Baca
Palei & Melisa Ika
Sione & Sulia Kaipelea

37 yrs
35 yrs
32 yrs
31 yrs
31 yrs
31 yrs
31 yrs
20 yrs

You will find the Prayer Request Book on the podium outside the doors to the
Sanctuary on Sunday. The book is open to everyone who has a loved one or friend
they would like to be remembered in prayer. In the interest of space, names will
appear on this list in The Vision for two issues and then be removed unless a request
is made to remain. Contact our Prayer Team with prayers during the week.
Prayer Team: Call the church office (480) 832‐2111,
UMW Prayer Chain: Ruth Mogen, (480) 202‐4550

Annie Grace Smith
Ardath Flocken
Arlene Spykerman
Barry Jensen
Bob Deits
Bob Loots
Carl G. Anderson Family
Carol Ball
Carol Waite
Dale Smith
Debbie Mareno
Don & Liz Crabtree

Eddie & Donna Miller
Heckman Family
Jane Bland
Janet Durnal
Jean & Don Farmer
Jim & Betty White
John & Nadine Burley
John & Irene Shakelford
Krolick Family
Lance Paulson
Larry D’Agostino
Leonard & Mae Miller

Linda Lewis
Marietta Moravetz
Marion Bentz
Mary Aguilera
Mike & Rae Farley
Pauline Wilson
Ruth Avis
Sannes Family
Hurricane Victims
Our Troops
Unhooked Recovery

To Velda Rose staff, words cannot express enough how
much my family appreciates everyone’s love, support,
and service during our loss.
Thank You:
 Rev. Larry, Chris and Pam for your visits, prayers,
hugs, and helping us put together a beautiful
Service of Celebration and Hope in remembrance
of Glenn.
 Linda McGuire for finalizing the program for his
service and walking us through the setup. What
an awesome job.
 Lisa Crown and Richard Cole for your part in
making sure everything was set up for us.
 Ron Roberts for the beautiful PowerPoint of
Glenn’s life and making everything so special.
 The ladies that set up and served for the recep‐
tion.
 Kathleen Norby for the special music. The new
organ sounded so beautiful.
 Compassionate Threads for the beautiful shawls
that were given to my family.
 Thank you to anyone else “behind the scenes”
that made the celebration of our loved one so
special.
Marilyn Heckman & Family

Elizabeth (Betty) Daughtery
12/12/2017

We love all the Christmas stockings that our students
received. Thank you so much. They had so much fun with
them and were so surprised.
Thank you, Lisa & Lori
Jefferson Elementary Health Office
A big thank you for all who helped us recognize our First
Responders by signing the Christmas cards, baking cook‐
ies, and delivering to the facilities. We prepared over 22
trays (800) cookies that were delivered to local hospitals
and fire departments. Additionally, Arlene Oisten, Jake &
K Roemmich, Lee & Pat Nixon, Arlyn & Jonni Thompson
and Elaine Wurtz made this outreach project possible. In
2018 Jake and K Roemmich will assume this project.
Sincerely, Anita Miller
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Church News
From Our Visitation Pastor
tian calendar. You would think after
a couple of thousand years we might
get this right! It is true, that like all
Christian holy days and holidays, this
one has changed over the years, but
the purpose of Lent has never
changed. It is to be a time of self‐
examination and penitence, a clean‐
sing of our spirits and souls in prepa‐
ration for the grand celebration of
Easter.

churches are still much stricter.

It would be a mighty thing if we
mainline Protestants would revisit
the power of a true Lenten experi‐
ence. Beginning on Ash Wednesday,
what if we took those ashes to our
foreheads as a serious starting point,
a moment of genuine repentance, of
turning away from those things we
do (or don’t do) that separate us
from a deep relationship with God?
After Jesus was baptized by his
What if we then found something
cousin John, Matthew 4 and Luke 4 truly meaningful to fast from
I remember when I was a little girl I both speak of a time when Jesus
throughout those 40 days of Lent,
was always so excited to receive my goes out into the desert and is
something that we will profoundly
Lenten quarter book. Remember
tested by the Devil. The time of test‐ miss so that every time we think of it
those? Every day throughout Lent
ing is 40 days, which in Biblical terms we remember to turn to God in
we were to put a quarter in the little simply means “a very long time.” It prayer and humbleness?
slots, and there was a prayer or
is from this time of testing the early
some deep thought for the day. Of church developed times of “testing” What if then, when the magnificence
and glory of Easter Day arrives, we
for Christians.
course, that prayer thing kind of
went over my young head. I just
all have a true and deeper and more
Early church father Irenaus (c.130‐
liked the thought of all those quar‐
profound understanding of all of it—
c.200 A.D.) wrote of such a season in the gift, the love, the grace, the res‐
ters adding up day by day. The
adults around me didn’t seem to
the earliest days of the church, even urrection….the LIFE! What a differ‐
take it all that seriously, either,
before our Bible was fully developed ence 40 days could make!
choosing to write a check for $10 at and canonized. At that point in time
the end of Lent rather than follow
Lent was a mere three days, not the May it be so.
the prayer path set out for them on 40 we observe today.
Pastor Pam
the cards.
In 325 A.D. the Council of Nicea dis‐
What do you give up for Lent, those cussed a 40‐day Lenten season of
40 days between Ash Wednesday
fasting, which soon spread through
and Easter (not including Sundays,
the whole church, becoming the
which are considered “little East‐
norm. Believers took this season
ers”)? Nowadays we talk about giv‐ most seriously. Only one meal was
ing up chocolate (it is amusing that
to be eaten each day, near the eve‐
ning, and the meal was strictly vege‐
Ash Wednesday is this year on Val‐
entine’s Day, of all things), or TV, or tarian. Much time was spent in
prayer and meditation. Over many
whatever floats our boats, but the
centuries, Lenten practices became a
truth is that very few of us really
take it all that seriously, or under‐
bit more relaxed. Eventually, the
stand fully what the meaning is
restrictions on food became more
around it.
lenient and in 1966 the Roman
Catholic church only restricted the
That’s surprising, since Lent is one of fast days to Ash Wednesday and
the oldest celebrations on the Chris‐ Good Friday. Eastern Orthodox
3

Family Ministry News

Church News

Family Ministries—Let’s Begin the Lenten Season by Helping Others

February Scriptures & Sermons
Sunday, February 4
Stewardship Sunday Four
Commitment Sunday
Scripture: *1 Timothy 6:18‐19;
Mark 1:29‐39
Sermon Title: "Live Free: Free to
Take Hold of Life"
Sunday, February 11
Transfiguration Sunday
Scripture: *Mark 9:2‐9
Sermon: "Do We Dare Go Up The Mountain?"
Go to veldarose.org/worship to see a
summary of each sermon. * asterisk refers
to primary preaching text.

Wednesday, February 14
Ash Wednesday
Scripture: *Psalm 51:1‐17; Matthew 6:1‐6, 16‐21
Sermon Title: "Have We Come Clean?"
Sunday, February 18
First Sunday in Lent
Scripture: *Mark 1:9‐15
Sermon Title: “Believing Through the Testing”
Rev. Christine M. Beaudoin
Sunday, February 25
Second Sunday in Lent
Scripture: *Genesis 17:1‐7, 15‐16; Mark 8:31‐38
Sermon Title: "How Can Faith Equip Us For Change?"

Since we had such a meaningful time working to help others, Family Ministries is go‐
ing back to Feed My Starving Children to pack food bags again. We have 30 spots re‐
served for Friday, February 16. Buses will leave the church parking lot at 12:30 pm.
Our time to pack food bags is from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. There are some "sit‐down" jobs
if you have difficulties standing for periods of time. There is a fair trade gift shop that
sells beautiful and reasonable items—money from the sale of these items purchases
feeds hungry children around the world. This would be a great activity for our UMW
circles, the UMM, a Sunday School class, or anyone who would like to spend a day
during the Lenten season serving others. Please note that that jewelry is not allowed
to be worn while packing food bags—this is to keep everything sanitary and to pre‐
vent someone losing a piece of jewelry. Sign up in the Church office or at the Wel‐
come center on Sunday mornings. Contact Barbara Emri ‐ Director of Family Minis‐
tries Activities ‐ if you have any further questions. Please consider joining us!

We Scored Tickets: Take Me Out to the Ball Game
Trustees Update—February 2018
The following are the
projects your Board of
Trustees are currently
working on:


We received an
insurance payment
of $5,100 for the re‐
pair of the damage
from a leaking pipe in
the Medical Building. We still
need to pay a little over
$7,000 to complete the cost of
the repairs.
 We are getting estimates from
roofing companies to repair
the leak in the roof of the
medical building.
 We need to patch the carpet
over the old organ pit. We
have some pieces left from
when the Sanctuary Carpet
was installed. We will see if
there are enough to cover the
pit.
 We are in the process of get‐
ting bids for putting a fence

around our lot across 56th
Street. We are looking into
whether it is feasible to fence
in the lot and rent storage
space for RV's, campers,
boats, storage pads, etc. In
addition to this we need to
investigate insurance and tax
liability, as well as check
with the City of Mesa to see
what they would require us to
do.
 The Moore Hall dishwasher
has been fixed. We need to
start only using the correct
liquid dish detergent and
amount. It is imperative that
the only ones using the dish‐
washer have been properly
trained on how to use it.
 Bill Hayden has been ap‐
pointed to represent the Trus‐
tees with investigating the
Probate of the deceased vet‐
eran's abandoned vehicle. Bill
got the authority for the Trus‐
tees to meet the morning of
4

Saturday, January 6, 2018 to
search the truck to look for
official documents.
 It was decided to proceed
with the purchase of
the MAP/DIRECTORY signs for
our campus. These signs will
provide visitors with direc‐
tions to guide them around
our Church Property.
Our next Board of Trustees meeting is
Thursday, February 1, at 6:30 pm in
Martin Hall.
If you have any concerns about our
church property, please contact a
member of the Trustees: Jerry Ger‐
rard (Chairperson), Dr. Rev. Larry Nor‐
ris (Staff Representative), Duane Clark
(Vice Chairperson), Jill Prather
(Representative to the Finance Com‐
mittee), Howard Orr (Secretary), Larry
Jackson, Dan White, Al Schubring, Bill
Hayden, Joan Most, and Peg Snowdall.

Spring training season is just around the corner and we've
scored a block of 50 tickets to go see the Chicago Cubs play
the Seattle Mariners on Monday, February 26. Tickets are go‐
ing fast! Please contact Barbara Emri for more information
and to get on the waitlist for the bus to Sloan Park. Our seats
are in Section 106—in the shade for the entire game! Tickets
are $40 per person. Call the church office to reserve your
ticket or sign up at the Welcome Center on Sunday morning.

We’re Going Back to Organ Stop Pizza!
Reserve Sunday, March 18, as Velda Rose's afternoon
with organist Charlie Balough at Organ Stop Pizza lo‐
cated on Southern Avenue in Mesa. We'll gather there
at 12:30 pm for lunch and then will enjoy our own
concert! Payment will be made directly to the Organ
Stop upon your arrival—CASH OR CHECKS ONLY WILL
BE ACCEPTED—$8.25 per adult and $6.75 for ages 3‐9.
You can start signing up now in the church office or at
the Welcome Center on the patio Sunday mornings. We only need the number of people in your party—
NO NAMES, PLEASE. This has always been a fun event for Velda Rose—come out and enjoy a great after‐
noon of fellowship! Contact Barbara Emri, Family Ministries Coordinator, if you have any questions about
this event.
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Church News
Our Sensational Sunday School Hour is Looking for YOU!
Since the time change went into effect in October 2017, our designated Sunday School hour continues to be well
attended. We've even added a new class this January—thank you, Dana Chaney, for leading this new study on Spirit
Gifts. All of our classes welcome you to join them at any time. Something is being offered for everyone's interest
and passion—you just need to take that first step and walk through the doorway!
As we approach the Lenten season, consider joining the Wednesday night Lenten study which is held following din‐
ner. This is a great alternative if one of our Sunday morning classes doesn't fit your schedule. Please see the bulletin
for details about class times and locations (www.veldarose.org/worship).
Here is a Primary School's version of the Lord's Prayer. May it inspire you and bring joy to your heart:
Our Father in heaven, You are awesome!
Show us who You are and how You want us to be.
Make Earth more like Heaven.
Please give us what we need to keep going each day.
Help us when we are wrong and clean us up on the inside.
Help us to let go of some people and move on.
Keep us from the bad stuff.
You're in charge!
You're strong and powerful and always there.
Forever. Amen.

See you in class! Barbara Emri, Religious Education Coordinator

Church Staff News
New Communications Specialist, Anne Winfrey
Anne Winfrey has joined the Velda Rose staff as the new Communications Specialist. She is a graduate of
Concordia College, in Moorhead, Minnesota, with a degree in English Writing. Her work history includes
non‐profit communications and marketing, as well as youth and children's ministry. Anne relocated to Mesa
from Rochester, Minnesota, with her husband and son in 2014. She is an avid reader and has a passion for
social justice issues. We welcome Anne to the Velda Rose staff!

New Secretary, Linda R. McGuire
Linda R. McGuire joined our Velda Rose United Methodist Church staff as Secretary on Tuesday, January 16,
2018. She is not a stranger to Velda Rose as she joined our congregation in 2015. Linda is a graduate of Mt.
Olive University in Mt. Olive, North Carolina with a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration/Marketing.
She has experience in working in many United Methodist churches and brings many talents to Velda Rose.
She is studying to become a United Methodist Lay Servant.

Thank You and God’s Blessings to Lynn Burchfield
We want to say a big thank you to Lynn Burchfield who has been our Communications Specialist
and Contributions Secretary since 2015. She will be leaving us in early February to join her husband
Jeff who has returned to the Army Active Duty. Jeff, Lynn and Andrew (their son) will be living in El
Paso, TX while Jeff finishes his last 6 year before he can retire. Thanks for all you have done for us
Lynn and best wishes for you and the family as you take on this next chapter in your life.
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Church News
Legacy Quartet is Coming on Sunday, February 11
Be sure to mark your calendars for Sunday, February 11 and plan
to attend the 3:00 pm concert of the Legacy Quartet. They are an
outstanding Gospel Quartet who have been inspiring us with
their music for the past 24 years. Tickets are only $5 and are on
sale Sunday mornings on the patio from 7:00 am to 12:00
pm, and in the church office during the week. They will also be
sold at the door before their concert. Doors will open at 2:30 pm
the day of the concert. You don't want to miss the opportunity to
hear this wonderful group of Christian men. We would appreci‐
ate you bringing a non‐perishable food item to help us fill food
boxes for those in our community who need help feeding their
families.

Watoto Children’s Choir Coming to Velda Rose on March 6
The Watoto Children’s Choir, a group of 18 orphans from
Uganda, will continue its six‐month U.S. tour here at Velda
Rose on Tuesday, March 6, 7:00 pm, featuring a brand new
concert, Signs & Wonders.
The concert will feature worship songs that share the sto‐
ries of the children and the joy that they have because of
God’s love. The children will share stories of how their lives
have been changed and how they have been called into a
life of purpose to transform their communities. All perform‐
ances are free and open to the public.
Since 1994, Watoto Children’s Choirs have traveled the
world sharing the plight of Africa’s orphaned children. Each
child in the choir has suffered the loss of one or both of
their parents but they have been rescued and now live in a
Watoto village. Watoto is a holistic child‐care solution initi‐
ated to serve the dire needs of the people of Africa.
Nine host homes will be needed to accommodate the boys
and girls (ages 7‐12) and their leaders. Each home will host
2‐3 children and 1 adult. Please contact Pastor Chris if you
are able to help.
Please mark your calendars for this very special event!

5
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Church News
The Librarian’s Shelf
New UMW Officers Selected

UMW Mission Giving 2017
As President of our local UMW Unit, I
am very proud of our continued ability
to raise money for mission projects lo‐
cally and around the world. Vice Presi‐
dent Pat Nixon and K Roemmich (Chair
of Education/Interpretation) presented
in visual form all the mission projects
we financially supported in 2017 at the
church services conducted on Decem‐
ber 24th last year.

ter, Church Women United, Teen Out‐
reach Pregnancy Center, UMOM, Lura
Turner House, AZ Blankets for Kids,
Justa Center, Star Bright, Helen’s Hope
Chest, Ft. Yuma UMC Children’s Pro‐
gram, White Mountain UMC.

Church Women United: Eileen Ber‐
gquist, Sunshine: Karen Peterson, Rum‐
mage Managers: Joan & Tim Most. We
are very grateful for these dedicated
people. Together we make a differ‐
ence! Thank you!

National and International Missions:
$37,899.
Seven Hurricane Relief Sites (2 Florida,
1 Georgia, 2 Texas, 1 South Carolina, 1
Puerto Rico), Desert Southwest Confer‐
ence, UMC Nomads, UMCOR, Call to
Prayer and Self‐Denial, World Thank
Offering, International Missions.

UMW Training and future Meetings
Eight members of our UMW Executive
Committee are attending the East Dis‐
trict Leadership Enrichment Event on
Saturday, January 20, 2018, from 9:00
am to 2:00 pm. The event is at Tempe
First United Methodist Church. We will
come back with skills to better serve
our local Unit.

Total Giving For Mission Projects:
$83,324.
We raised most of this money through
our twice yearly rummage sales. Our
next sale dates are February 22‐24. I
For those that were not in attendance, I encourage all of us to contribute our
will give a brief accounting of all the
time and talents. For further informa‐
mission projects represented and the
tion contact Joan Most, Rummage Man‐
totals for the three major categories.
ager, (480)‐219‐2669.
Velda Rose Mission Projects: $11,425.
Food Bank, Samaritan Fund, School
Emergency Fund, Christmas Stockings.

UMW Leadership Volunteers
The following volunteers were nomi‐
nated and approved for service at the
December Unit Luncheon. Reserva‐
tions/Name Tags: Sharon Soboski,
Local Missions in AZ: $34,000.
Treasures 4 Teachers, Kairos Prison
Card/Cutlery: Jill Prather and Elaine
Ministry, House of Refuge, Wesley Cen‐ Wertz, Prayer Chain: Ruth Mogen,

Our next Executive Committee Meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, January 23, at
9:00 am in Martin Hall. Our regular
Unit Potluck Lunch and business meet‐
ing is scheduled for Thursday, February
1, at noon, in Moore Hall. All women of
the church are invited to our program:
Our Own Members Involved in Mission.
Presenters are K & Jake Roemmich plus
Laura & Bob Bingham.
Let us all continue to grow in faith,
hope, and love.
Billie Larime
UMW President

UMW Need
Circle Update
Circle 3 & 4, Thursday, February
15, 1:00 pm, Martin Hall, Pro‐
gram: Human Trafficking. Contact
Carla Burman at 480‐304‐0227.
Everyone welcome.

Romans 12: 5‐6 “Though we are many we are one body but many parts in
Union with God. Joined together as different parts so we are to use our
gifts for the good of all.”
With this thought in mind I would like to challenge the women who are in
UMW to prayerfully consider your role in this important ministry of the
church.
We are in need of two people to complete our board for this year: Mem‐
bership Chair and a Directory Chair. Are you feeling called to one of these
positions? If so, please call Brenda at 480‐247‐8236. Many hands make
light work.
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“I'm not a children's
writer. I'm not a Christian
writer. I resist and reject
that kind of classification.
I'm a writer period.”
—Madeleine L'Engle
Madeleine was born in
New York City on No‐
vember 29, 1918. Her
family moved to the
French Alps in 1930. A
couple of years later her
family returned to the
U.S., living in Charleston,
South Carolina. She stud‐
ied English at Smith College. After graduation she moved
to Greenwich Village, New York City.

tion of A Winter's Love. Her career really took off with
the publication of 1960's Meet the Austins. "The novel is
regarded as groundbreaking in the field of children's lit‐
erature for its honest and candid discussion of
death." She wrote about the Austin family in several
more books, including The Moon by Night (1963) and
The Young Unicorns (1968).
Her best known work is A Wrinkle in Time, with four
more books in the series. In all, she wrote over 60
books, from poetry to science fiction to reflections on
religion. Her final work, The Joys of Love, hit bookstore
shelves in 2008. She received many awards, medals, and
prizes for her individual books. She also received recog‐
nition as an author and poet. These included awards
from a variety of organizations, colleges, and universi‐
ties, as well as over a dozen honorary doctorates.

Madeleine L'Engle died on September 6, 2007 in Litch‐
From early childhood, Madeleine was an avid writer. She field, Connecticut.
wrote her first story at 5 years of age. During the 1940's
she had limited success as a writer. During this time she References:
met and married Hugh Franklin and they eventually had https://www.madeleinelengle.com/madeleine‐lengle/
https://www.biography.com/people/madeleine‐lengle‐9378983
3 children together. In the 1950's she hit a slump that
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madeleine_L%27Engle
she was not to come out of until 1957 with the publica‐

Red Hat Ladies Lunch

New Horizons Class

The Red Hat ladies will be going to
lunch on Friday, February 9 to
Babbo Italian Eatery. Please meet
at Babbo’s, located at 10726 E
Southern Ave, just west of Signal Butte on the north
side of the street at 11:30 am. All ladies are welcome
to join us. Please contact Arelene Oisten at 480‐380‐
1760 for reservations or for more information.

The New Horizons Class will be starting a new book,
Rotten Hobby by Rev Jeremy Scott. This is a book that
will help us look at dealing with diabetes and other
chronic diseases. How can we support each other and
learn from each other? Dawn, his wife, is a Nurse Practi‐
tioner specializing in Endocrinology and helps him with
the book. Please join us at 9:10 am each Sunday in Mar‐
tin Hall.

Valentine’s Dinner and Dance

The Men’s Club is planning a Valentine’s Dinner/
Dance for Thursday, February 15. More information
is coming soon, so be watching your bulletin!

Vision Screening for Needy Kids
Two new members of our congregation, Tobby and Bon‐
nie Baca, head up a dedicated team of Lion’s volunteers
who do vision screenings for needy and low‐income Mesa
school children from 19 schools in our area. If glasses are
warranted, they are provided free of charge by the Leisure
World Lion’s Club. Any interested parent, guardian, or
child should contact their school nurse for a referral.
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The Historian’s Corner
by Ann Greenberg

Spencer started the Ezion MEC in 1805
after leaving Asbury MEC in Wilming‐
Black History Month, also known as
ton, DE. (In 2005, the Ezion‐ Mt. Car‐
African‐American History Month, is an mel United Methodist Church cele‐
annual observance in the United
brated two hundred years of existence
States and Canada in February, and in as a black church within the United
the United Kingdom and in the Neth‐ Methodist denomination.) After the
erlands (as of 2016, it is known as
realization they would not be recog‐
Black Achievement Month) in October. nized as leaders within their own
This month's article will highlight the
church, Spencer started the Union
history of black churches within the
Church of African Members in Septem‐
United Methodist Church.
ber of 1813.

tries on five continents.

In 1845, the Methodist Episcopal
Church split into the MEC and the MEC
South denominations over the slavery
issue and treatment of freed slaves
within the church. A group of black
Methodists with the MEC South peti‐
tioned the General Conference for
their removal from the church in 1866.
These former members formed the
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in
Jackson, Tennessee in December of
As far as I have been able to deter‐
The history of the small denomination 1870. The denomination changed its
is rife with divisions and schisms over name to the Christian Methodist Epis‐
personnel and doctrinal issues. A ma‐ copal Church in 1954. The CME Church
jor division resulted in the incorpora‐ is organized into eleven Episcopal Dis‐
tion of the African Union Methodist
tricts, nine in the Continental United
States and two on the continent of
Protestant (A.U.M.P.) and Union
Africa.
American Methodist Episcopal
(U.A.M.E.) churches as separate
In 1939 the MEC; the MEC South; and
denominations in the mid 1860s.
the Methodist Protestant Church
"Schisms and defections continued
united to form The Methodist Church.
into the twentieth century, leaving
Black churches were segregated into a
both churches as small, regional de‐
separate Central Jurisdiction. Twenty‐
nominations. Despite their low profile, seven years later, in 1956, the General
some of their bishops were active in
Conference adopted Amendment IX,
mine, the Evangelical United Brethren the civil rights movement of the 1950s which allowed transfers of churches
Church and its predecessors did not
and ‘60s." Today, the Union Church of and conferences out of the Central
have divisions within the church due
Jurisdiction into geographical jurisdic‐
African Members is represented by
to racial tensions. As one church's
tions. Finally, in 1968, the Methodist
the Mother African Union Church in
web sites states: ". . . Throughout their Wilmington, Delaware.
Church and the Evangelical United
history, the church strongly opposed
Brethren Church united to form the
slavery and barred members from
Richard Allen left his church in Phila‐
United Methodist Church. As part of
holding slaves . . . . In 1835 delegates delphia in 1794 to form the Bethel
the plan of union, the Central Jurisdic‐
at the annual meeting debated and
African Methodist Episcopal
tion was abolished and formal segre‐
affirmed that membership should be
gation ended.
Church. Due to the same reasons as
the same for people regardless of
Spencer, Allen formed The African
color."
References:
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1816
and served as its first bishop. The most Pipe Creek Church of the Brethren / African
American Heritage / Home ‐ The Journey
For the Methodist Church, however,
significant growth period of the de‐
Through Hallowed Ground
racial tensions caused divisions and
nomination was during the Civil War
About Us | http://motherafricanunion.org/
schisms in the church as early as the
and Reconstruction Era. AME beliefs drupal
1790's. Two early African‐American
haven't differed in any major way
Peter Spencer Churches
leaders, Peter Spencer and Richard
https://www.ame‐church.com/
from United Methodist beliefs; the
Allen, both freed slaves, started con‐
split occurred because of the mistreat‐ http://www.thecmechurch.org/about‐the‐
cme‐church.html
gregations of their own after leaving
ment of blacks within the church.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Methodist Episcopal Churches (MEC)
Black_History_Month
due to the poor treatment of black
Today, the African Methodist Episco‐ http://www.umc.org/resources/timeline‐
Americans.
pal Church has membership in twenty methodism‐in‐black‐and‐white
Episcopal Districts in thirty‐nine coun‐
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Save the Date: Violet’s Gala (Honoring Violet Larney)
A gala honoring Violet Larney will be held on Sunday, March 11, 2018, at Velda
Rose United Methodist Church. The Silent Auction will begin at 4:00 pm, followed
by a dinner at 5:00 pm and a concert in the Sanctuary beginning at 6:00 pm.
Evening apparel is requested. Tickets for the entire event are $35 each. Tickets for
the concert only are $15 in advance or $20 at the door.

For Crafty Men and Women
If you can use a ruler and scis‐
sors or just know how to tie a
knot, Compassionate Threads
can use your help. If you cro‐
chet, knit, sew or quilt—or
would like to learn how—we
have a mission for you. We
have projects to work on as a
group or as an individual. We share in wonderful fellow‐
ship as we work together or if you prefer, you may par‐
ticipate by completing items at home.

are sewn together to make blankets. Most of our quilts
are hand tied so that’s why we need “knot tiers.” More
recently we have begun sewing simple burial shrouds
for a mission in Haiti where, sadly, this is a great need.
Materials and machines are available, but without
hands to put it all together the machines are idle and
the fabric and yarn are, well, just fabric and yarn.

We meet every Monday in Room 609 from 10:00 am
until 12:00 pm. If you want to see what we are all
about, just stop in. We welcome and enjoy visitors. But
Ongoing projects include prayer shawls, lap robes,
be advised: we are enthusiastic about what we do and
quilts, pocket prayer shawls, sleep mats from plastic
you may find yourself “hooked or needled” into trying
bags, baby caps, hats for children and adults, and
scarves. We also knit or crochet 7”x 9” rectangles which something new.

Environmental Concerns Committee

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
Boy Scout Troop 253 is having a
fundraiser Spaghetti Dinner on Fri‐
day, February 16 from 4:00‐7:00
pm. Tickets are only $5 per person
and the proceeds will help fund the
purchase of a cargo trailer. This will
be used to carry their gear on their camp outs. Tickets
will be on sale on the patio between and following the
Sunday morning worship services on January 28 and
February 4 and 11.

Most of the January 15 Environ‐
mental Concerns meeting was
spent planning for our Celebration
of Earth Day April 22 on the patio
between services. Stay tuned for more information on
Earth Day celebrations at Velda Rose. Next meeting:
Thursday, February 8, at 1:00 pm in the library.

Your 2018 Contribution
Envelopes are available to
pick up in the church office.
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Troop 253 is chartered by Velda Rose United Method‐
ist Church and meet on Monday nights at 7:00 pm.
They were established on April 1, 1998 and have pro‐
duced a total of 33 Eagle Scouts with more to come.
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UMW Rummage Sale and Bake Sale: February 22, 23 and 24

Rummage Sale!
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
February 22, 23 and 24
7:00 am to 3:00 pm
Rummage Warehouse
(1/2 Price All Day Saturday)
Many departments can use help be‐
fore and during the sale. If you would
like to help in a department, please
contact the department chairperson.
(The list of departments and chair‐
persons is included in this newslet‐
ter.) If you are not sure where you
would like to help, please contact
Joan Most (480‐219‐2669). The three
days before the sale will be for work‐
ers only. Beginning the first Sunday
in February, a sign‐up table will be on
the patio between services.

dropped off at the rummage building
during the sale week. The bake sale
people will price them for you. Any
questions, contact Jane Rolf (480‐656
‐2812) or Harriet Stamm (480‐373‐
9671). Helpers are also needed to
work the bake sale tables the three
days of sale. Sign up on the patio be‐
ginning in February.

Hall. This meeting has been helpful
to people, and it gives us a chance to
go over some of the things we need
everyone to hear. Please try to at‐
tend this meeting. More info later,
but this notice is so you can put it on
your calendar.

Shopping at Rummage Sale
Workers and their friends are wel‐
come to come shop between 8:00
Deadline for Rummage Items
Please get your rummage items in by and 11:00 am. Monday through
Friday. Workers are always welcome;
or before Monday, February 9.
Please do not bring in items the
however, friends and relatives must
week of the sale. The rummage
come with a worker. DO NOT SEND
warehouse is open to receive your
YOUR FRIENDS AND RELATIVES TO
items Monday through Friday from
SHOP WITHOUT COMING WITH
8:00 to 11:00 am If you are unable to THEM. The last day for family and
bring in your items, please call Joan/ friends of workers to shop will be
Tim Most, 480‐219‐2669 to
Friday, February 9. Beginning Mon‐
day, February 12, it is workers only
arrange a pick up. Nothing will be
picked up two weeks before the sale. until the days of the sale.

Department Chairs Needed
For the February rummage sale, a
chairperson is needed for both Small
Appliances and for Furniture.
Small Appliances sells TVs, stereos,
Men’s Club Coffee, Donuts, and Hot crock pots, electric fry pans, clocks
that have cords, telephones,
Dogs
Men’s Club will be once again serving juicers, mixers, irons, blow dryers,
coffee and donuts in the morning
curling irons, etc. The furniture de‐
and hot dogs in the afternoon during partment is pretty self‐
each day of the rummage sale.
explanatory. This department could
easily be shared. One person could
Rummage Bake Sale
do the indoor furniture and
All kinds of bake sale items are
another person could do the outdoor
needed, such as breads, brownies,
furniture. If you have an interest in
pies, cupcakes, cookies, either of these departments, please
contact Joan Most, 480‐219‐2669.
poppycock, fudge,
sugar‐free items and
gluten‐free items.
Pre‐Sale Meeting for Rummage
Please have your bake Workers
goods ready to sell (all A pre‐sale meeting for rummage
packaged). Your items workers will be held on Tuesday,
for the bake sale can be February 13, 10:00 am, in Moore
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Last Date for Pickups Before the Sale
The last day for pickups for the Feb‐
ruary sale is February 9. Plan ahead;
do not wait until the last day to call.
Please remember that people who
do the pickups are volunteers. Do
not expect a pickup on the same day
that you call.
Week After the Sale
The building is open only to workers
who are packing up their depart‐
ments for our building cleanout.

UMW Book Review—Money on Purpose: Finding a Faith-Filled Balance
Tithing Principle, Tom Felder, author
by Anita Miller
While the
Word of God is
free, often
spreading the
good news is
not and takes
money to do
so.

we trust God to meet all our needs. Also,
God blesses us so we can be a channel of
blessings to others.

however, adequately supporting a church
means we all need to give our fair share.
Giving one dollar, or five dollars, a week in
the offering does not enable most
When giving or pledging, people want to churches to satisfy their budget. A dollar
know that what they support does make a per week only amounts to $52 a year.
difference. Successful churches share
Keep in mind a cup of coffee, for instance,
their vision and show the impact on the
costs an average of $2.70.
community periodically.
We are simply stewards of what belongs
Some people support more than one min‐ to God. In 2 Corinthians 9:6 it says: "He
istry setting. Those who live here part
who soweth sparingly shall reap also spar‐
time may have roots in a church else‐
ingly." In Tithing Principles, we learn that
where and so they help there financially, God wants us to have an abundant life;
also. It is their home church with perhaps that happens when we give the reins to
strong ties of personal history.
Him.

Giving is a clear
biblical princi‐
ple with count‐
less references
to it in the Bi‐
ble; God likes a cheerful giver. Maintain‐ Church expenses are great and varied
ing a church takes monetary support from everywhere. Staff salaries, utilities, heat‐
ing and air conditioning, insurance, main‐
everyone.
tenance, missions and much more need
Our first fruits, the top and the best that
to be continually fed by church dollars.
we give freely to our church from our
Those dollars come in every Sunday. Peo‐
heart means honoring God with our stew‐ ple can be blessed without tithing;
ardship. When we give, we are saying

As our everyday expenses increase, those
in the church do also. Lack of money ham‐
pers growth and missions; two very im‐
portant areas. Can we prayerfully con‐
sider the amount of our offering?

Rummage Departments and Chairpersons
Chairpersons

Joan & Tim Most

480‐219‐2669

A & E (office supplies, etc)

Brodie Poole
Cindee Nelson
???
Ron Roberts
Harriet Stamm
Jane Rolf
Billie Klaus
Barb Tucker
Irma Heasley
Lisa Flitsch
Sheryl McKinney
Alice Pangman
Carol Taddon
???
Steve Doherty
Steve Benson
Elsie Smith
Lila Bartlett
Brandy Davis
Jan Collier
Marjorie Troute

815‐973‐7877
612‐483‐5990

Appliances (small)
& Computers
Bake Sale

Books
Cashiers
Children’s Items
Collectibles
Fabric
Floral
Furniture
Guards
Hardware
Holiday Decorations
Housewares
Glassware
Holding Area
Jewelry

Ladies Apparel
Blouses

Connie Zimmerman
Eileen Berquist
Coats & Sweaters
Jan Dickey
Dresses & Skirt Suits Bernice Lagro
Lingerie
Carolyn Dowdy
Pantsuits & Skirts
Dorothy Francis
Purses
Binh & Jim Hudkins
Scarves, Hats, & Belts Leona VanderVorst
Shoes
Margie Johnson
Slacks & Shorts
Anita Miller
Lg. Pics, Luggage, Lights Betty Ann Canino
Linens
Kathy Kolbo
Men’s Wear
Trousers, Jackets,
Bill Hayden
Shirts, Sweaters, etc.
Accessories
Tish Roberts
Shoes
Gerri Higgins
Odds & Ends
Chris Jussero
Health & Beauty
Sewing, Knitting, etc. Susan Shoemaker
Other Crafts & Misc. Fay Ganzerla
Small Pictures
Diane Fischer
Trifles & Treasures
Jill Prather
Wrapping Station
Priscilla Jones

480‐986‐1720
480‐373‐9671
480‐656‐2812
480‐380‐3505
480‐380‐6246
602‐513‐0697
805‐712‐7360
602‐620‐1296
480‐827‐0458
480‐685‐1247
480‐985‐5092
480‐981‐5612
480‐924‐0174
480‐832‐0818
480‐322‐2445
480‐985‐2894
480‐380‐5488
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480‐357‐2767
480‐254‐8419
480‐654‐4014
480‐985‐5005
480‐218‐5607
646‐318‐138
480‐620‐6443
480‐664‐1073
480‐981‐9209
480‐313‐4062
480‐322‐2823
480‐830‐4758
480‐748‐1315
480‐986‐1720
480‐983‐2507
480‐815‐0423
503‐781‐4887
480‐380‐7226
480‐241‐3097
480‐985‐4058
480‐218‐0065

