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Silver Bay's Blue Line Club Puts Summer on Ice
By Kitty Mayo
Every summer for 34 years Mike Guzzo has
watched northshore students enter the cool of
the arena, finding relief from the hot sun for a
few hours to strap on their skates and practice
their hockey skills out of season.
“It's less intense than during hockey season,
and a great way for kids to hone their skills
and become a better player,” said Guzzo.
Guzzo and Paul Ostoff are camp directors
for 2017's annual hockey camp at Silver Bay.
Put on by the Blueline Club, the camp is
underway from July 22nd to July 28th.

Pewee level hockey students practice a few drills and keep their goalie on edge.

College of St. Scholastica, and Shawn
Bartlette, Assistant Men's Hockey Coach at
CSS, will offer their coaching expertise to
students on one day of camp.
“It's people that have a passion for the game
that help run the camp. A lot of them went to
camp or played here,” said Guzzo of the rest
of the coaching staff.
Camp student working on puck control.
This year drew 120 students of all ages,
from the youngest just under eight years old,
to high school students.
Exposed to a variety of coaching techniques,
with different coaches every day, student
athletes spend a typical day at camp starting
with practice, dryland training, classroom, and
then a game. Goaltenders are getting a chance
to sharpen up their skills with help from staff
from the Iron Range Goalie Academy. Mark
Wick, Head Men's Hockey Coach at the

Enjoying seeing a grandson skating at camp
this year, Guzzo says that some participants
are drawn to the Silver Bay camp to visit
relatives and reconnect with the community.
“The most important part is this gets
northshore kids together on the ice,” said
Guzzo. He does also admit that, as the boy's
high school hockey coach, it is a great
opportunity to see his upcoming talent as the
kids change and grow so rapidly. That, along
with keeping his team working on their skills
as a group throughout the year, keeps him and
others motivated to keep the camp going after

all these years.
To make ice in the summer the slab is first
cooled to sixteen degrees, leaving the
surrounding room temperature at between fifty
and sixty degrees. While the ice is a little
softer than the students are used to skating on
in the winter, Guzzo finds that spectators
appreciate the cool environment. “Parents
come on their lunch hour or in the afternoon to
watch, they love it,” said Guzzo.
The last day of camp, Friday, June 28th, will
be game day and Guzzo wants the public to
know that everyone is most welcome to come
and cheer on the kids in the coolest place in
town.
Friday's game schedule is as follows:
Squirts / Girls 10U & 12U at 9:00 am
Peewees at 10:30 am
Mites at 12:00 pm
High School/Bantams: 1:15 pm and 2:30 pm

Bike Cave: Bikes for All!
By Kitty Mayo
Kids on bikes. Doesn't that just hit a
homerun for the meaning of summer? It sure
does for me, and in my experience adults on
bikes is just as powerful in evoking that old
timey feeling. You know the one, where the
days seem to go on forever, and all manner of
adventures are before you, but some deepdown knowledge of the fleeting sun-filled
hours drives you to soak up every second to
the fullest.
I still haven't lost that ultimate sense of
independence that comes with whistling down
the lane under your own pedal steam. The
feeling that came the first time your folks let
you go out of sight down the road. Free!

bike shop located in Duluth, is a project of the
Loaves and Fishes community. Growing out
of the passion of members, the Bike Cave is a
funky space where previously used bicycles
find homes with people who really appreciate
them.
Their website calls the Cave “a safe,
judgment-free space in which all members of
the local and greater community are
welcome”, the work being done there is all
about empowering people through the power
of bicycles.

When I contacted them, Drew welcomed me
to come for a visit. Greeted warmly by the
staff there, I was delighted to see flocks of
Yet, somehow I came into this summer
kids meeting their “new” bikes, while a
without a bicycle. With a loan of an amazing
variety of people who were going to get bikes
piece of machinery from the Courage Kenny
were working on making repairs around the
Rehabilitation Institute - Northland for my
impromptu, rugged, joyous “shop”. Really
husband, his recumbent bike was to be a
comprised of the backyard of a house, and all
wondrous rehab tool as he recovers from a
the amenities of a small storage space and
series of strokes. Talk about a powerful feeling cobbled together workbenches, good things
of freedom after you have been robbed of a
were happening as people worked together to
full range of motion. Yet, he couldn't hit the
bring new life to old bikes.
bike trails until I had a set of wheels. That's
where the Bike Cave came to the rescue.
Located on the basement level of the
Dorothy Day house, a transitional community
The Bike Cave Collective, an all-volunteer
for folks experiencing homelessness, the Bike

Cave is most emphatically not a charity
handing out free bikes. Their mission is to
build community through active participation
in meaningful labor for self and others.
Work-trade by putting in volunteer hours
around the shop is a primary way people
“pay” for their bikes while they also learn the
basics of bike maintenance to keep their own
bikes running. Other options include “paying”
for your bike by contributing whatever you
can, and you can be creative here as you play
to your own abilities or skill set. Some ideas
are: donations of bikes/parts, any skills trade,
even cooking.
The details:
• The Bike Cave lives at 1712 Jefferson St.
“round back” in the Endion neighborhood.
• Hours are Wednesday and Saturdays from
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
• Want to help? Here's what they need:
volunteer bike mechanics of all levels, bikes
and bike parts in good condition, tools, kid's
helmets, bike locks or donations.
• Contact them at:
duluthcatholicworker@gmail.com or check
out their facebook page: www.facebook.com/
BikeCaveCollective/
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