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DEC. / JAN. BIRTHDAYS
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Happy December!
It's snowing as I write this, not sure if that's welcome
or not! It seems too early! And like the crazy gardener
(and procrastinator) that I am, I was out planting my
last bulbs the night before the big snow, in the near
dark, but that's not unusual for me! Now it's time to
plan and dream about spring flowers and enjoy the
break from yard work!
I hope everyone enjoyed celebrating our anniversary
this past month. We had a great turnout at our dinner
at the Lake House, and everyone seemed to really enjoy themselves. Thank you to our anniversary committee members and all who helped for your hard
work and enthusiasm. The food was excellent, and I
loved the decorations, beautiful cake, program, membership table, historical items and surprise gifts for us
- all of it helped make it a special night for the club. I
have to confess, I was so excited about the gifts Cynthia lined up that I looked under my chair more than
once to see if I won!
Thanks, too, for the nice photos on the web page,
the news briefs, and to Joanne for the anniversary story. It's fitting that it's Thanksgiving next week, because I'm also thankful for the horticulture committee.
Continued on next page….

Dave Beutler—Dec. 2nd
Mary Spliedt-Dietze—Dec. 6th

Anne Smith-Graves—Dec. 13th
Mary Beck—Dec. 13th
Barb Gollwitzer—Jan. 13th
Linda Cerwin—Jan. 19th
Joanne Dugenske—Jan. 23rd
DECEMBER PROGRAM
Holiday Decorations. A master gardener from Floral Acres will make a
Christmas presentation to help us celebrate the holiday in style.
HOSPITALITY & RAFFLE
Nancy Z. is hosting along with Nancy
N., Betty C., and Linda C.
CALENDAR
Dec. 7th—General Meeting, 7pm
United Methodist Church Hall
No December Board Meeting
January—No Meeting, Board Meeting, or Newsletter
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We had a great turnout for that day, too, and the work was done quickly. After discussion
with committee members, I discovered that the reason it went so fast that Saturday was
because the committee got together before the event and worked for six hours in our
community gardens! Thank you! That is true dedication to our mission of beautifying our
community.
Then a week later, I was grateful for the wreath-decorating committee. The new committee chairs had a quickly arranged meeting at the library, and when I got there, I couldn't
find the group. I expected a few people to be sitting at one of the tables upstairs. It turned
out that a large group was assembled in a basement conference room and planning was
well underway. Julie had picked up the boxes of decorations and had them in her vehicle.
We brought them in, inventoried them and figured out what was needed and divided up
all the tasks in nothing flat.
That contagious spirit of cooperation and willingness to be of service is what has made
this club a success and true asset to the community for 20 years. From the very start, our
club has been of service. Our very first year, club members, including Joanne, helped plan
a design for Peterson Park in town, and the club decorated a Christmas Tree at the Chicago Botanic Garden. The very first (albeit much smaller), plant sale was held that spring,
and the rest is history as they say!
I know I only mentioned some names but I'm afraid to leave someone out. Thanks for all
that each of you do, and here's to many more successful projects and fun in the future!
Garden on,
Jayna

HORT REPORT
With snow predicted for the weekend, we are just in time to finish our horticulture responsibilities for the year. (We may be a day late if it really snows.)
We had a record-breaking clean-up day this year. The records being that the weather
was perfect and we had fifteen wonderfully dedicated members who showed up and
prepared the Mini Park, Berm and Blue Star for winter. I can't thank you all enough for
the help and dedication you have shown this season.
The evergreen boughs, generously donated by Susan Mentgen, were put around the
Blue Star this week and a Christmas wreath will be put up to complete the holiday look
for this year.
I want to thank everyone on the Hort committee for their extra work this year and hope
you all have a great holiday.
Thank You,
Karen Coulter, Hort Chair
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Antioch Garden Club
General Meeting Minutes
11/2/2015

WELCOME: J ayna Legg, Pr esident

CALL TO ORDER: 6:15

Today’s dinner meeting was held at the Lake House Restaurant in Lake Villa to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the
Antioch Garden Club. Thanks to all who worked to make this a special event. Special thanks to Cynthia Stepanek for
obtaining prize donations that were randomly distributed among the members.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND GARDEN CLUB PLEDGE
SPEAKER OF THE MONTH: Deborah Finch-Murphy from U of I Extension presented Fall garden wrap-up. Autumn
in the garden: dressing it up, wrapping it up, and setting the stage for winter and spring.

BUSINESS MEETING:
SECRETARY’S REPORT: The secr etar y’s report for the October 5, 2015 general meeting was published in The Garden Dirt. No additions or changes, and minutes were accepted and filed.
TREASURER’S REPORT: The tr easur er ’s report as of October 15th was published in The Garden Dirt. No additions
or changes, and report was accepted and filed.
CORRESPONDENCE: Nancy Zitkus shar ed a mailing fr om Europe by Design. Anyone inter ested is 2016 gar den of England tour is welcome to review the advertisement.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PROGRAMS: December program will be holiday decorations.
MEMBERSHIP: Dee Obrochta reported 27 members in attendance and 2 guests, Karen Zuzmicki and
Kathy Cirone, past presidents.
PUBLICTY: Cynthia Stepanek – The new and improved tri-fold publication to promote the club and encourage new
membership will be available this week. Also, Cynthia will be attending a networking event this Wednesday, 11/4,
11AM, sponsored by the Chamber.
Website - Chong Li – See website for updates.
Newsletter – Alise Gaughan was absent but requested articles for the newsletter be sent to her by November 18th. Alise
will be unable to publish the February newsletter, due to the impending birth of her child. Anyone interested in stepping
in for her should contact Jayna Legg.
Facebook – We need a volunteer to maintain our Facebook account.

HOSPITALITY: No hostesses today. December hostesses are Nancy Zitkus, Nancy Neckermann, Betty
Collins and Linda Cerwin.
SPECIAL PROJECTS: Wr eath decor ating committee. Mary Spliedt-Dietze and Julie Tsuchina, Co-Chairs, will
need assistance with the project, as this is their first time working on the wreaths. Jayna solicited members help and a
meeting will be held before Nov. 21st to plan the event. Meeting will be held at the library at 6:30 p.m., Monday, Nov. 9
for all interested volunteers.
PHILANTHROPY: J oanne Dugenske secur ed the book, “That Tree.” It is in library and is for our 20th Anniversary
recognition. Karen will place wreath at Blue Star for Veterans Day.
SCHOLARSHIP-EDUCATION GRANT: J ulie Skrypnyk said program is going well. Her committee is r evising
forms to bring them up to date, getting contacts for schools and hope to meet again on Thursday. The budget for scholarship is $600.
MEMBER NEWS: Bar b Gollwitzer spoke with J oanne Dugenske. She is r ecuper ating from a broken leg at her
home in Wisconsin. She is getting physical therapy there and expects to be home in the next several weeks.
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HISTORIAN: J oyce Kufalk – Please send pictures from recent field trip and today’s anniversary dinner to her. Jayna
Legg recommends that members check out the AGC archives at the library.
CONSERVATION HORTICULTURE: Kar en Coulter - November 7th is fall cleanup. We will meet at 9 AM at the
Mini-Park. Remember to bring gardening tools, gloves, a trash bag and enthusiasm.
WAYS AND MEANS: Nothing to r epor t.
NOMINATING: J udy Miscichowski - No report. Jayna reminded members that we are still in need of temporary
secretary for Jan, Feb and March 2016. Also need someone to do Feb newsletter.
TRAVEL AGENT: Cher yl Hoke hoping to plan something for after 1 st of year..
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
DISTRICT IX - Nothing to report.
GARDEN CLUBS OF IL – Nothing to report.
NATIONAL GARDEN CLUB – Nothing to report.

NEW BUSINESS: Carolyn Yoakem has standing lunch outings at noon on the 2nd Wednesday and 4th Friday of the

month, except during holiday weeks. The next AGC lunch is Wednesday, November 11 at Anastasia. RSVP to Carolyn at 847-395-5750 to confirm your attendance.

OLD BUSINESS:

QUESTION BOX:

NEXT MEETING: Monday December 7, 2015 at 7 PM
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted by,
Mary Lou Balazs, Secretary
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DEC. / JAN. CHECKLIST

Wreath Decorating

Outdoors:

Thank you to everyone who came out
in this beautiful weather to come and
help decorate wreaths. Yes, the snow
was beautiful as long as you could stay
in the house. Thank you to all that
helped deliver and hang all the wreaths
especially in this weather that was not
very cooperative. This project could
not have been done without all of you!
Julie and Mary



Wait until the ground freezes to mulch



Do light pruning of deciduous woody plants



Heavy pruning mid to late winter



Protect susceptible woody plants with wire
mesh or chicken wire collars.



Place protective cones over roses or make
cage from chicken wire and fill with leaves or
straw. This applies to hybrid teas, Floribundas, and grandifloras.



Climbers should be laid down and covered
with a layer of mulch.

Indoors:

We received some Thank You notes
from our past Presidents thanking us
for inviting them to the 20th Anniversary Dinner. They were so happy to see
and hear of all we are doing to keep the
club alive and growing.

We will, of course, be reading the notes
at the Dec. meeting, but thought those
who cannot attend would like to know.



Give poinsettias bright not direct light; avoid
sudden temperature changes.



Reduce amount of water and fertilizer given
to most indoor plants



Place blooming plants in cool sunny window
for maximum blooms; moist not soggy



Place Christmas cactus and African violets in
warm sunny windows to promote color



Check houseplant leaves for brown, dry edges. This indicates too little relative humidity in
the house. Increase humidity by running a
humidifier, grouping plants together or using
pebble trays.



Replenish water as needed.



Move plant away from heating vents or closely watch for dryness.



Reflect and/or record garden successes and
failures for next years planning.

Nancy Z.

Out to Lunch Bunch
We will meet on the second Wednesday and
fourth Friday of each month at 12pm. No Fridays in December due to holiday.

Please welcome new members, friends, and
neighbors that may be interested in joining
Garden Club and getting to know each other
in a small group setting. Separate checks.
Please contact Carolyn Yoakem by phone (see
yearbook) if you are attending so she can provide details and make appropriate
reservations if needed.

~NOTICE~
DEAR MEMBERS,
PLEASE LET THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, DEE
OBROCHTA, JACKIE HORNECK OR NANCY NECKERMAN,
KNOW IF YOU OR ONE OF OUR MEMBERS IS HOSPITALIZED,
SERIOUSLY ILL OR HAS LOST A FAMILY MEMBER. WE ARE A
CARING CLUB.

Dec. 9 would be the next lunch date.

THANK YOU!
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