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Meant to Grow
By M.D.

"... But, speaking the truth in fove, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—" (Ephesians
4:15)

God expects us to grow and continue to grow, Our Heavenly Father's goal for us is to mature and develop the character of
Jesus Ghrist. Sadly, many Christians grow older yet never grow up. Listen here how Paul addresses being stuck in spir-
tual infancy, "And I, brethren, could not speak 1o you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. |
fed you with milk and rof with salid food; for until now youw were nof able o receive il, and even now you are still
mot able; for you are still carnal, For where there are envy, strife, and divisions amang you, are you not carnal and
behaving ke mere men?" (1 Carinthians 3:7-3) And now the author of Hebrews 512 says this, “For thaugh by this
time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God;
and you have come to need milk and not solid food.™

Spiritual growth is not automatic. We must be committed to growth, wanting to grow AND persistent to growing! Disciple-
ship: do you know what that is? One who is a student of Jesus and helps to spread His message. The process of
becoming Christ-like. Jesus calls - and we respond. Let’s read Matthew 9:9 together, "As Jesus passed on from there,
He saw a man ramed Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, T9alioy [02° S0 he arose and followed
Him." When the first disciples followed Jesus they didn't know all that they were being called to. But they willingly
rasponded to Jesus® call, That's how growth starts; willingly answer the call of Christ. Our commitments are what shape
our life. Mo matter what they might be! Commitments either develop us or destroy us, either way they will define you! We
cannot afford to be afraid to be committad to God, and just drift through life, In and out of prisan, baing half haarted.

For growth it takes both God and us. Christ likeness being the result of depending on and making a decision with the Haly
Spirit. Change in thoughts and actions shows aur growth, We must et go of old habits, routines, friends and even family if
necessary. The Holy Spint doesn't get it wrong and will help us with these decisions. Listen again to Paul, here in Philip-
pians 2:12-13, "Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence omly, but now much
mora fin my absence, work oul your own salvation with fear and trembling; for It is God who works in you both o
will and to do for His good pleasure.” We are able to work out our Salvation because we already possess it! God has
given us a new life, now it is up o us 1o develop itl “With Fear and trembling™ means to take our spintual growth seri-
cusly! If not, then you do not understand the etemal consequences of your actions! Do you realize that behind everything
war do, there is a thought? Every aclion shows a belief. God tells us, in Proverbs 23:7, "For as he thinks in his heart, 50
is he.”

When we try ourselves, without God, that's willpower. And in willpower we abways have that force pushing back and evens-
tually we tire out, Willpower doesn't deal with the root of the problam, it simply tries to impose its will. Thera's the differ-
ence. God doesn't imposa His will, He deals with the root of the problems. Here in Romans 12:2-3 we see, “And do not
be conformed to this world, but be fransformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will of God. For | say, through the grace given to me, 1o everyone who is among
you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has deall to each one
a measure of faith.” | beliave that growth starts in the mind, The way you think determinas how you feel, how you act,
what you do dwell on and determines the cutcome of any siluation. Here in Ephesians 4:23 Paul tells us, "and that you
be renewed in the spirit of your mind ..."

To be Christ-like we must develop the mind of Christ. In the Mew Testament this change of mind is called "repentance’.
And in the Greek repentance’ literally means - to change your mind. Whan we repant, what are we daing? We 1ake on
Christ's cutlook and perspective. Phifippians 2:5 shows us, "Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus
-« Paul tells us 1o have tha same attitude as Chnst. Immatunty was MOT in Christ and shouldn't be in us! "Brethren, do
not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be mature.” (1 Corinthians
14200 A sure sign of maturity i% thinking of others, Check out what Paul says as you all read 1 Corinthians 13, Maturity
thinks of others! Some people think that spiritual maturity is measured by cur Biblical knowdedge, but that's not the whole
measurement, Conduct, character and our deeds must go with what we confess. Cur beliefs must be backed up with
Christ-like behavior! Christianity is no religion, but a relationship and a lifestyle with Jesus!

I'll elose with thesa Scriplures. "Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
that we might know the things that have been freely given 1o us by God. These things we also speak, not in
words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spirftual.”
(1 Corinthians 2:12-13) And "We then who are strong ought 1o bear with the scruples of the weak, and not 1o

please ourselves, Let each of us please his neighbor far his good, leading fo edification. For even Christ did not
please Himself; but as it is written, 'The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me."" (Romans 715:1-3)
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Pain of Discipline vs Pain of Regret
By J.M.

I want to thank you for the card | received. | was brought to tears by both the gesture and the contents. And before | get to
the content in which | wish to share, | would like to back up a bit so you all ean sea, as | share, how God is using the (M-

comers for (3firied and others to work in my life.

| reached my 18 month mark until my release back in December. Being a RSS here for the last 15 months, | have leamed
that there is no such thing as over preparation. Especially when it comes to the rest of my life. See, when released, | will
have almost 16 years of being locked up, Most guys don't start preparation until they are & monihs 1o the gate, As I've
said, | decided | would start at 18 months.

MNow, since December | have been diligent about daily fime spent in the Word and my time with God. | believe that the
Pain of Discipline to be abways less than the Pain of Regret. It's the best part of my day to centar myself before the
chaos or complacency hits. | find it truly interesting how either one can do great amounts of damage. | listen to the "Daily
Audio Bible' podcast on my tablet and read along. | have been faithful to this since the first of the vear. | also started tithing
10% of everything | make or comes in every month. Seeing how reading the i3s3 newsletter is like going to church for
me every month | send my fithe to you.

The first week of February | started actively looking for a program and a place to go. | had some prerequisites; & month
minirmum, 12 step and Christian based, somewhere | could ease back into society. | didn't want to go to a place that would
put me in debt as soon as | got there. As | started looking around that day | found a friend who was going to Alongside
Ministrias via a place called, New Freedom, That night anather friend brought over a newslettar from GCHH/Mew
Freedom. | had heard of this organization from my RSS supervisor while inquiring about future RSS employment. Then |
noficed that Alongside and Mew Freedom were under the same umbrella of GCHH. Then afler reading the 2 newsletters
my friend showed me | realized, most of the individuals running this place were once ex-cons like me! Immediately |
thought of you and Tracy Kovach and the inspiration the both of you have had on my current path and journey.

| prayed on it and sent in the application for membership there at GCHH. Then the moming of February 27th, a Saturday, |
was reading the February issue of the Shwromers for (Srist newsletter, As | started 1o read this passage under "What Others
Arg Saying' | thought, "This sounds familiar” Well of course it did, because it was me. | never write 1o get published, 2o |
was overwhelmed by the presence of the Haly Spirit. Then on March 2nd | received a card from you postmarked February
27th! It lifted me up when you told me that Tracy Kovach works at GCHH/New Freedom. All of this was like a huge neon
sign calling to me. | always thought thal one day, if | could get a job at ADQCRR it would be full circle for me. "Whatever
Cur Hearts Need, the Lord Knows' was the caption on the card you had sent me.

God is moving in my life and | am able to finally be cear headed and soher enough to feel and acknowledge it!

Fuld FACTS

The twenty-saven known moons of Uranus are named after characters from the works of William Shakespeare and Alex-
ander Pope.

"I will permit no man to narrow and degrade my soul by making me hale him."

- Booker T. Washington (1856 - 1915 - an American educalor, author, orator, and adviser o several presidenis of the
Linfted States. Belween 1890 and 1815, Washington was the dominant leader in the African Amencan community and of
the contemporary biack alife. Washington was from the last generation of black Amencan keaders born info slavery and
became the leading voice of the former slaves and their descendanis.
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THIS IS THE CONFIPENCE WE HAYE IN APPROACHING GODP: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORPING TO HIS
WILL, HE HEARS UsS. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIV)

Vramer Requests

Brother "Duck’ here ... All prayer requests are special to us here and this one is from a near and dear close friend of mine, W.R. We all
ko that the Word of God tells us, "fs anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and
anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. (And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well, the Lord will raise them
up.) If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may
be healed. The prayer of a righteous person Is powerful and effective.” Uames 5:74-16 brackets mine) Perhaps there’s a brother
out thers near W.R. that can anoint him with oil but either way | kniow that there are MANY of you brathers and sister out thers that
believe in God's Word as His promise and that's exactly why I'm personally sharing this with you all, Scripture here doesn’t say that
there needs to be thousands of people praying to MAKE God heal. Mol That's foolish! It says, "The prayer of (A) righteous person is
powerful and effective.” You all know that ALL OF YOU ARE the Swreomers for (Sviet church, right where you arel And over these past
14 years we've seen God do many great and amazing things through, the power of His Word, All we are asked to do, by God, is to
pray His will *What is His will” you ask? It's so simple! To make it easy for all mankind, God wrote His will down on the pages of His
Word, the Bible, Mow listen to the simple way John tells how we are going te get our prayers answered, "This Is the CONFIDENCE we
have in approaching God: that IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS WILL (His Word); HE HEARS US. AND IF WE KNOW THAT
HE HEARS U5 - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM." (1 John 5:14-15) Do you believe this? |

know you do, that's why I'm bringing this to the elders of the Swromers Bt (Shrist church! W.R. sent this to us so we could pray for
these spacific things.

I going te walk you through this real quick so vou'll know what's happening te lift in your prayer. You know that | had two back
surgeries five years ago. They fused my L-2-3-4 and 5 together. Now, everything has come loose, screws, etc. | have three herniated
disks, another one bulging, severe spinal symois and other things going on that | can't even proncunce. I'm in s¢ much pain brother
that | can't even walk sometimes. My blood pressure is 190 over 110, Also, as you know, | have a diseased aorta, thinning of the walls,
with plague and cysts in the same area. The cysts showed up about six months ago when they did a cat scan and MRI an my back. |
seen a surgecn in Decernber but he's reluctant to do surgery on my back due to my age and the aorta issues, He's ordered a more
updated scan on the aorta due to it getting worse. I'm fighting with medical right now to see the surgean again. | want to talk to him

about burning the menves in my back in hopes of eliminating enowgh pain that | can then live with it You know my sister died of the
VETY SamMe issLes.

It seems like a never ending battle brother, But | know the battle belongs to the Lord so I'm not worrying about it. Even when the

Hebrew people went into the Promised Land Ged told them, "I'm giving this land to you and | will deliver you. But, you will have to

fight for it!' Regardiess of everything I've explained here, I'm still standing on God's Ward, His promises to heal me. | ENCW He will
because He is faithful to His Word brother ... WUR.

Iwould like to ask you all to pray for me, as 1 am in the final stages of preparing my first Federal Habeas. | believe that the Lord has
guided my thoughts and words, and He Ras a plan whether this Aling is seccessful or nat. He is still in contral; | am doing what | feal
He has directed me to de. | am standing firm on His promises ... RA.

I need prayer and His guidance, In four months I'm getting out of prison after eight years, Fm praying and believing that as God
lights my path and directs my footsteps, that | follow Him and praise Him even in the not 5o good of times. And here is the area P'm
conflicted in. I've been watching the Freedom Channel here in prison. They say that upon your release you should not return o a
toxic relationship, My girlfriend says she loves me and has been with me for over 13 years. | know she drinks a lot but none of us are
perfect and all fall shart of the glory of God. | know this relationship is not good for the success of my re entry but | don't know what
to say to her. | want to follow Him with all ry mind, heart and soul new and forever! Please pray for this matter ... 5.M.

| kmow that God does hear and answer praver, 5o, if you would, please Iift me in your prayers, There's no real rehabilitation in prison.
Rehabilitation, or change is a person’s choice. Change happens from the inside out. I'm ready for a full commitment and change in
rrry lifie. Lord, I'm ready for Your help. I'm ready to have the good future You have planned for my life while | live for You ... M.C.

I've got a prayer request 1o ask vou all to pray for. 1'd like itif everyome would lift my litthe brother up. That he oo would get on his
knees and ask God to forgive him and help him with the drug problem he is having. He is my youngest brother and the only brother
that | have left. I've lost all my brothers to drugs or alcohol. Again, please [ift this request to the Lord ... A.M.

My desire and dream as | pray is to have a church in East Los Angeles called the Great American Church. & church where Mexican
Americans love God, people and Americal A foothold in California where ex convicts can run for office. My other prayer and desire is

to one day be the next conservative Mayor of Los Angeles in a long time. | have big dreams and believe that God has placed these
things in my heart so | really need prayer for His wisdom, understanding and to rernain humble through this process ... AL
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Oszgomis for Slislss
W Srom the “Suside

| was just reading n the Book of John and came across something that stirmed my spint. Aclually, the whole subject of
John 10 is, Salvation and listening and following Christ as our Shepherd. But what struck my spirit was John 70:16, ©5\ms
et s e epiiit e lw b blgele o e @it iR rie il dai il s tibrindg Raneirh e w il T ea dMpteoie e S an il e ndlui b
(i e et S e SoRHIEFEL™ This jumped right out &t me and as | looked in another one of my Bibles | noticed
another reference note to Isaiah 56:8 so | umped over there and read that too. "The Lord God, who gathers the
outcasts of Israel, says, "Yet | will gather to him Others besides those who are gathered to him.™

Ckay, 20 | get oul the Strong's Concordance and started searching meanings of the words fold and oufcast. Then | went
back and reread John 10:76 and |saiah 56:8 and it all comes logether (o me like this; Even though | was what | was and
doing what | was doing, The Lord still came and got me. Praise God! Whether | was raised in the church or raised in the
muck of the world, 'm an outcast ... an other. He still came and found me.

Qur Salvation is one in the same because Jesus did all of the work. He makes us clean as His hands wrap around us that
accapt Him, Then Ha brings us into heaven only through Christ Jesus. He is our Salvation! Praisa God, right!? These
verses really brings things into a better perspective. So listen closely my fellow Shrwomers for (Sfiried, it doesn't matter where
you and | have been or what you and | have dong, when we received Chiist as our Savior we ALL are put on the same
road with the same destination. Keep listening and following Shrist.

Warning, Keep Looking Up
By H.AM.

| send this, as always, with sincere gratitude, The piclures, art work and spiritual guidance are such a blessing. A drip of
Holy Spirit led ink can make a million think. The interaction you all provide to those of us behind these walls, truly shows
gadly compassion

The Lord's retum is undoubledly going to come a lot sooner than expected. Waming against those possibly afflicted with
the Laodicea slumbering spirit, is no small task. Listen to what Jesus had to say to the Laodicea church in Revelation

=B 0 S ki ewdalil el nng siyauldofithatyaularelnerbe dhofoogealaYilws ilthatcaulwerelonelagtielor e s Y8 i
StErEE e s e (DR R e (e e e, (el S rem E0m e 7 mren ™ As wa continue just a litte
further down in Scripture, after Jesus' firm but loving direction, you will see and feel His outstretched arms as He says,

s o ok WS i el oo gd naknae Ry outiedr dyivaiceldnalopenit ieldao i iwilllicomelinyanalwelwililE Ta el
e roge et s aie o SIS el Aol el e e eior s iv il tEiaar e le il e ey i s s L v S e e o St ol s o iy
Lt E A Tte sl nlH st e e i yanedw e estralheasimo s s e altalthets gl afondees ta malw i el s v
e s Ehorralss (people).” (Revelation 3:20-22) The measure of the outward must always be the measure of the inward.

Hebrews 10:23 stales, "Lef us hold fast the confession of our hope without wawvering, for He who promised is
faithful.” Then Hebrews 11:7-3 further expounds on this said faith, *Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good festimony. By faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were nol made of things which are
visible.” In other words, trust is faith in action, but obedience is faith love in action.

I'd like to share with you all this lithe acronym of FAITH.

F - Forsaking
A -All

I =In

T - Trusting
H - Hirm

The following is an exemplar of phenomenal selflessness, "Lord, bend this proud and stiff-necked |, help ma to bow the
head and die; Beholding Him on Calvary who bowed His head for me." Mow, consider the words of Jesus here in Matthew
LAl Eanwanelwantsitels nelpoifandlt sk elpausts bt b andlo vedven g oa a sl IS ifanpanelfarces iy oafio
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Ouagomes for Shislst
“Srom the “Snside

golanelaneNgolwitilt iemitwalnle sSGweltalthelo nelw holisksiganRsndlaaluatiio rnlawayliromithelonslwio
poufiovelpoudenamnesiandiprayfordihoselwhoipers ecotelyou S 6 v aydbele bl deenfntbyoudEa thendofte e
HelcausesiHisisunitelnselomthelevillandithelgoad) andlsend s caintonli et g e et staaakt i eltngig hieo o s e,
Towetitios elwhollovelrouiwha trewardwilllyoulgei2iaretn e Heve b el dege o et oesTe o e o Lot L et L
the Apcsile Paul’s words in Philippians 4:13, "I can do all this through Him who gives me strength.”

Let me leave you all with this, from John Bunyan (1628-1688), author of The Pilgnim's Progress, offered these insights
regarding prayer, "In prayer it is betfer to have a hean withou! wards than words without heart. Pray often, for prayer is a
shield to the sowl, a sacrifice lo God and a scounge for satan. Frayer will make a man cease from zin, or sin will entice a
man to cease from prayer. In all your prayers forget not to thank the Lord for His mercies. The spint of prayer is more
precious than treasures of gold and siver. The truths that | know best I have learmed on my knees. | never know a thing
well, Bl # is burned info my heard by prayer. To pray rnightly, you must make God your hope stay, and all.”

Love, Forgiveness and Mercy
By J.A.

Grace, mercy and peace to all the saints and brothers and sisters in Christ. | have a word that I'd like to share about love,
forgiveness and mercy from the Daily Bread and Sparkling Gems Devotionals. In Luke 23.34 Jesus said, "FliaE
e M, e ey €15 fe Coiery el (a7 ares eledip. © Here, in Luke 23 we get a front row seal to the execution
soene of Jesus who died a criminal’ 5 death on the Cross for our sins and these following words of Jesus could be heard,
SETNE, Memeits e, (G MOEp? G e (e rie 7 & EEiipe = Though the hate filled initiative of the religious
leaders resulted in the crucifixion of Jesus, the very One who championed love, forgiveness and mercy, even in agony
and suffering, Jesus' love, forgivenass and mercy continued to triumgh,

Once God forgives our sins Hebraws 8:10 (KJV) aflfirmis, “For [ will be merciful to their unrighfeousness, and thelr
sins and their iniquities will f remember no more, " The same Scripturg in the NIV states, "And | will forgive their
wickedness, and | will never again remember their sins.” The word "forgive” is a beautiful word. In the Greek it is
aphiem; which means to set free, to let go, to release, to discharge, or {0 liberate completely. It was used in reference to
canceling a debt or releasing someonea from an obligation of a contract, a commitment or a wrong he has commitied. In
essence the word “forgive”, in the Greek, is the picture of totally freeing and releasing someone; to be merciful to others.

So right now, | pray: "Dear heavenly Father, I thank You that You do forgive us of our sins, frespasses and debis as we
forgive and Iiberate cormpletely and set free alfl those sin, frespass or are debiors against us. And biess all ihose who
curse us and revite us as we do good o all those who hate us. | pray for all those wiho persacide and spifefully use us.
Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing. And Father, I perzonally let go of all the anger, hatred, bil-
terness, un forgiveness, sirife, envy, salfish ambition and jealousies. | also pray dear heavenly Father, that You fill our
hearts with Your love, Youwr peace and Your joy which passes all our understanding fo guard our hearts and minds, in
Chnist Jesus our Lord, Amen! and Amen!™

To all the brothers and sisters in the Shwmomers Br (frist ministry and family, let the peace of Christ and God rule in our
hearts, since as members of ong body we were called (o peace. Peacemakers sow seeds of peace and reap a harvest of
rightecusness. Peace and goodwill 1o all of you in Jesus name. Remember, blessed are the merciful for the will receive
miercy. May the Lond richly bless all of you. Rejoica in tha Lord. pray without ceasing and in evarything give thanks and
glory to God our Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

MOW il is time to wake out of sleep and cast off all the works of darkness like filthy rags and put on the armor of light to
pursug rightecus living. The coming of the Lord is more near than ever before, so keep walch and pray always. When we
see all these signs coming 1o pass know that we are nearing the door. | believe these are the beginning of birth pains.
Therefore, be patient brothers and sisters as we all await the Lord’s return. We must be patient and be of good courage.
Remember his, "Whoewver furns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death and cover over a
muliitude of sins.” (James 5:20) Keep hoping and believing because God is faithiful and He will do that which He has
promised.,

| Shwercomers for G ivist @.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
Lo 1 (602H72-8741 » OC4Cphx@gmail.com



Toots Pible Study
Jeremiah 23:28-25:38

We may assume we are blessed when life goas wall and cursed when it does not. But trouble is a blessing when it makes
us stronger, and prosperity is a curse of it entices us away from God. If you are facing trouble, ask God to help you grow
stronger for Him. If things are going your way, ask God to help use your prosperity for Him. (24:2-10)

Imagine preaching the same message for 23 years anr.l rejecied. Jeremiah faced this, but because he
saga tun from the evil road you are traveling and from
pgardiess of | 1 hdid not give up. God never stops loving us,
even when we reject Him. W can thank God that He 'Hml'l"l: give up‘g“:la and like Jeremiah, we can commit ourselves to
never forsaking Him. No matter how people respond wi pu tell them about God, remain faithful to God's high call and
continue to witness for Him. (25:2-6)

2 Thessalonians 2:1-17

God worked through Paul and his companions to tell the Goi 50 that plecple could share in Christ's glory. It may
seem strange that God works Ol e, u wfiul, untrustworthy, human ereatures. But He has given us the fan-
tastic privilege of accomplishing His gre

Psalm 84:1-12
God dees not promise to give us everything we Ik . But He wil is permanently good. He will
give us the means to walk along His paths, but we = walking obey Him. He will not hold anything

back that will help us serve Him. (84:11)

Proverbs 25:15 _
Being patient and soft spoken can get you much farther in life than you might think. (25:75)
I'ry X
Foot ™ Notes |
It's funny how lately God will inspire me on something when it's O thie newskatier. He will never fall us If we
just listen.

Well family, | would like to share with you that we alihave.
attention He will reveal it to you and then reveal it again w
matter where you are.

Many of you know I'm doing all day in here ... well that |
shown itself to be doing what | can to mentor and giv

about not wanting o come back. 1 do my best i
decides to continue this lifestyle they will end

bof the Lord's design and when we truly pay
our mind. And you will have a purpose no

me somewhere else, My purpose here has

: _tD_ﬂIEEE men who have releasa dates and are serious

at this lifestyle is a dead end road, that basically if cne
or be done with life. This has become second nature to

ma and thal's all God's doing. God has given me ontin efforts and yes I'va had failures but the succass

stories outweigh the failures. The cne tool | have is that at this e gol seven guys who are free, sober, and success-

ful that email me on a regular basis which dﬂu me ammo to ahuﬁrnlhurs who want the same.

| know that God will reveal your purpose as well, just keep in the Word and continue 1o trust in God.
Love fo you all short and tall ... Vaya Con Ellnii-._.-.. l:@g't W,‘!“!ﬂ your angels can flyll
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AWhat Others Are Saping...

“I'm writing you back v ket you Know that | did get your card and I'm going o hang i up herg on my wall, | do apprecate
you all for being there for me and building my spint up. Yes, when we do stay in prayver, talking with God on a daily basis,
He strengthens us and brings joy into our lives, Like you said, the more quality time we spend with God the more our soul
rises up to align with what is already in our born again spirit.” = M.C.

"Hey ‘ole man'! First of all you know there's no disrespect in that opening. I'm simply responding to the way you closed
your last mail to me, "Ole Duck”. ¥es, | too will always return vou a letter. | don't keep people | care about waiting for a
rasponse, | make sura they ara a prionty in my life and especially when God is talling me to." - C.A.

"Thank you for the newslelters that you all have been sending me. | like to read the responses and the prayer requests
that the other brothers and sisters send in. | really enjoyed the story about your brother Mark and his grandson, Sky,
believing in the mirades of God.” - A.M.

"l pray, “The Lord bless you and keep you,; the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord
turn His face toward you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26) God bless you. | thank you, your wife and the staff
there for all the cards and newsletiers that you send to mea. It maans so much to have someone thinking about you and
cares for you while doing time lecked behind these walls, | am continuing to stand firm in the Lord and | am growing in the
knowledge, wisdom and strength of the Lord." - J.B.

“I'm writing to thank all of you there at the Shwromers fr Ghirist. I've been down 14 years and 8 months and you all have
been there for me most of that ime. You've been there for me through the good, the bad, the relapses ... all of it! Cver the
years you have continued to send me birthday cards and words of hope and encouragement every step of the way, Once |
get my bike put together and up and running | would love 10 come pay you all a visit, and thank you in person.” = .V,

“Shercomers for izt family! | want to apologize for my lack of communication. This will be my first actual letter to you all
there. I've been meaning to write for some time now but just haven't gotten around to it | just recaived your latest nawslet-
ter. It was great and always brings me joy each and every time. | know that each and every article in it is prayed over and
that God has provided an ancinting for it. This ministry is a huge blessing o many, including me. God is faithful and His
Word never returns to Him void, He is daily increasing my territory and | am grateful for that. God is such a Good Father to
us!” - J.B.

" want to say thank you for the bithday letler and also thank the others there who wrote something kind. It made me
raally happy when | received it and it was a really big encouragement to know that God's people care about others. It's so
comiborting o know that God loves us like no other.” - E.C.

"I'm writing to let you all know that I've changed facilities AND 1I'm going home soon! Thank you guys for being hera for
me. You all have continued to be faithful in holidays, birthdays and with your newsletters, It all made me so much more
comfortable and helped me through my time.” - A.T.

"SMwercomers for (Srist! | would like to be put on your mailing list. My celly gets it and | really enjoy reading the testimonies of
the other brothers and =isters in Christ. It brings joy o my heart and helps me o focus on God's Word, God bless yvour
ministry, God 1S GREAT!" - 5.L.

“Brother Wade, thank you for your thoughis and your prayers. My respects and regards to all the Overcomers. I'm still
here trying to make sense of things. I'l continue to take it one day at a time as God continues 10 guide and protect me
each day.” = VL

| really put my mind to how you responded 1o ny questions about what | see as contradictions in the Bible. | believe you
set me straight. | don't need to worry about the things | dont understand. What's imporant is that | continue o know that
God's Word is truth and as long as I'm in senvice to Him, halping others as Jesus taught, all is good. | will take your
encouragement and get some resource matenals from Andrew Wommack and focus more on the teachings and righ-
tecusness of Jesus. I stop focusing my thoughts with so much confusing theology.” - P.B.

Shwrcomers for Shirist @.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
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Never Forgotten, God Cares About Me
By P.M.

Dear Shwroemers br (3hrist, 1 am currently incarcerated at A.D.O.C in one of the female prisons. | am currently housed in 3
medium custody yvard and this is my first time writing you, but this is a long time coming. I've been receiving your newslet-
ters, even when | have failed to send a change of address! It has been three years now, maybe longer, but your newshet-
ters have abways reached me, especially whan times wera lough within these walls, Hera's a little of my testimaeny.

| am 34 years old now serving a 40 year flat sentence, with a lifetime probation tail, | was convicted on two second degree
charges and one charge of child abuse.

For some reason, for awhile now, I've been wanting to not only write to all of you o thank you for the newsletters, but to
share my testimony, too, I've read so many times where "Duck’ would write an something | needed to read, Your newslet-
ter has comforted me many times, and at first I'd be stunned because the ()5« cares about me, about individuals like
myself that society has deemed ‘criminals’ and thrown into the depths of a broken system, | truly do appreciate each and
every one of you there at the Sorcomers for i, | honestly do feel like family. None of you know me, but faithfully you
make sure | do receive my newsletter. I've cried, I've had prayers answered, questions answered, and all thanks to you
all!l | can honestly say that I've come doser to God through your newsletter, You guys do not realize how much impact you
have made in my life thus far, especially knowing the circumstances of why 'm in prison.

Unfortunately, tragedy struck im the worst way imaginable. So forgiving mysell, and really coming to terms of what trans-
pired were the hardest, especially when | was mad at God! Your newsletter came at a time where | was not sure what |
wanted, evan il £ meant ving.

Back in 2012 | had a psycholic episode, where | took the lives of my only two children, but my three atternpts in taking my
own life, | still survived, so | was charged for their passing. These next things | write are NOT excuses but merely the facts
that led up b that tragic event, | was 24 years old, struggling with mantal illness, in an abusive relationship and had ear-
nestly been seeking help. Living in Tucson there wene imited resources, especially for a mom with kids and no support. |
even sought help from a behavioral health place there in Tucson, where | told them, shortly before this psychotic episode,
“I'm hearing and seeing things, | feel like I'm going crazy, someathing is not right, | nead help!” Instead of help | was told |
should be put on a rehabilitation plan 5o | could work on being a better mom, and that | needed (o remove the negativity
fram my life,

My daughter was 4, and my son was 17 moenths old. | had post-partum depression with anxiety, manic depressive, chronic
PTSD, and struggling with a kot more at home, in which the counselor knew. The judge and prosecutors disregarded these
facts and instead depicted me &5 a hearlless monster. Being this was my first ime ever being in roubde litile did | know
the public defenders appomted to me would be of no help, even more so being such a high-profile case. At that point, |
believed in a thing called ‘justice’, but it had to take eight painful and hard years for me to realize my Father God did not
cause this, nor could He have stopped this, BUT He will maka beauty out of my ashes.

Your newslatters were my bit of love and grace, Little by little | started seeing God, going to Him and pouring out my heart
to Him. This place (prison) has shown me no mercy, but God does! Not perfect, nol completely healed, but gradually He
has been restoring my life as painful and heartbreaking as if's been. Again, this is no s0b story, no sweet nothings but just
my absolute honesty in what took place in my life.

I still struggle with mental illness, among neurclogical conditions, but my Father is healing me piece by piece. My case is
far from over given I'm fighting for a fair sentence given the complexity of my case, but I'm doing this myself. | do ask that
you all continue to pray for me, my family, my health and that | am able to find someone who would represent me to fight
for what is right. So that | can finally receive treatment here within these walls. Unforlunately there are no resources,
programs or classes here to halp,

Please continus to pray for these prisons, those of us locked up in them as well as the officers and the staff ... they all are
human, 100! Thank you for allowing me to share my estimony, God is nol done with me yet,

Shwrcomers for Shirist @.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
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BBG FATHER HOLIDARY LAUZHTER SPECIAL
ERAVE FIBHIRG RO LOVE SPORTS
CARIRNG FOOTEALL HOMOR HEMORIEE ETRORG
CHILDEEN FUHRY HUGS NURTURE SHEET
DADDY GIFTE JOKES FARENT THOMEHTFUL
DEYDTED 1V 1IN JUNE FROUTELT TIE
FAMILY HEART KIBSES RESFECT TOOLS
ATTENTION ATTENTION Editor's Note ATTENTION ATTENTION

Hello everyone! We have been working with Andrew Wommack Ministries, Charis Bible College, to have their books and
Inmate Bible Study (IBS by mail) available to ALL of you that are currently incarcerated. The request was finally
approved! This is FREE of charge! Each month wihen you wrilte they will ship your reqguested book, FREE!

To oblain these matenals in either English or Spanish you simply need oowrnite: Andrew Wommack Ministries - P.O.
Box 3333 Colorado Springs, CO 80834-3333 and begin o grow even deeper in your relationship with the Lord, Get
started today, your walk will never ba the same!
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Living Weord Bible Church Locations

Mesa - 3520 E. Brown Rd. Mesa, AF 85213 Ahwatukee - 14847 5. 50lh 51. #165 Phoenix, AZ 85044
Scottzdale - 8551 E. Anderson Dr. #105 Scottsdale, AZ 85255  Gilbert - 202 5. Gilbert Rd. Gilbert, AZ 85296

—— — -"—-l-l_}-'_.-;_\__ e —
Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Hare is how you can give to the Shwrcemers for (SErist ministry:

By check or money order - Make checks payvable to Living Word Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ”, Mail your check or money arder to PO Box 42023, Phoeniix, Arizona 85080

Your giving does qualify as a charitabla contribution on your taxes. For donations of less than 5250, your cancelled check is suffi-
cient proof for taxes, For donations of 5250 or mare, you will receive a contribution statement from the arganization. If you have
any questions, please call orwrite Wade Anderson.

Ohercomers for (Sfirist P.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85050
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As | Pray
By C.J.

Jesus, thank You for the patience You give,
While | try to change the way | live
Your mercy such a reward,

As | see the light I'm going toward

| worship You, the Son that was sant,
And | know | must try to follow in His footprints Lord | try,
And unlike Peter, You | will never deny

However, somatimeas my walk is weak
And to You | must speak
Hear me Jesus | have something to say
And | know You will listen when | pray

Jesus | ask You to guide my way
And to be with me every day
Please come into my heart
And show me how to conquer the dark

Forgive me for my iniquities
And put me on the path to eternity
You're my light, my Savior
And today 'm praying for favor.

Help us be beller stewards by sending your change of address when you move (o help reduce unnecessary wasle and expense
EDITORIAL Wade “Duck® Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Werd Bible Church
@hercemers o (3 frist @ Minisiry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwiw Iivingwordonling.org jasonivingwaordgmail.com
hercomers for (Shrist ®.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
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