Sunday, October 4th, 2020
2nd Chronicles excerpts from Chapter 34

When Adalia Gillareva met with her high school counselor,
          the Dallas freshman said bluntly, "I want to be valedictorian."
Sonya Watson, the school counselor, wasn't impressed.
          "Yeah, sure, like that is going to happen," she thought.
She knew Adalia's history and chances of her being valedictorian were very slim.

Adalia's father was killed two months before her birth in the War in Kosovo.
Her pregnant mother, Olana, fled the war zone,
          in fear for her life and that of her unborn child.
After a terrifying and exhausting 24-hour hike,
          she finally reached the relative safety of neighboring Macedonia.
Adalia was born in a Macedonian refugee camp.
While Adalia was still less than two months old, Olana managed to seek refuge in the United States in Dallas, Texas.

When Adalia started school in Dallas, she didn't speak English,
          Albanian was the primary language in her home.
She was held back in second grade because her English skills weren't up to par.
Sonya Watson could not imagine Adalia becoming Valedictorian.
But the more they talked, Sonya began to see her determination to change her life.
She began to see the war zone refugee as a person who had survived.
She began to recognize the determination required for this teenage to learn English,
          and manage to cope in a foreign country,
          while she was breadwinner and rock for her family.

As they continued their conversation Sonya realized Adalia had planned her goal carefully, and she was going to accomplish it.

On June 14, 2018, Adalia walked across the graduation stage
          as her high school's valedictorian.
As her principal handed Adalia her diploma, he said to the audience:
"There are two things about Adalia which set her apart
          and enabled her to achieve her dream:
The level of intense focus she has on learning,
          in spite of what's going on around her;
And her gratitude toward the life and opportunity she found in the U. S.
Her ambition is mind-boggling, but at the same time, so is her humility,
          which has enabled her reach and achieve her dream."



What we plan and work for determines what we are able to accomplish.
Our hopes and dreams help to make us who we are and what we are able to do.



The books of 1 st & 2 nd Chronicles can make our heads spin as we read them.
First this was a good king ruling over Judah, and then there was a bad king.
Alternately throughout the history there were good kings and then bad kings.
Over and over down through the years.

And then along came Josiah.
Like Adalia, Josiah had a difficult background.
He had to overcome his past if he was going to accomplish his plans.
He was eight years old when he became king.

His grandfather was one of the worst kings ever.
His father was no better and was eventually assassinated.
Josiah didn't have very good examples to follow.
But he didn't allow his past to keep him from doing what was right.

The Bible was not given to us simply for our information.
If was given for our transformation.

While he was still young, Josiah began to seek God, and to follow his ways.
Who would have thought a young child would concentrate on God's teachings,
         and follow them so diligently.
But Josiah had plans – to guide his people back to God,
          and help them to follow Gods laws and commandments.      
He began by getting rid of all the signs and symbols of false Gods.
He tore down all the idols to false gods.

Throughout the centuries the Scriptures
          have been banned, burned, scoffed, and ridiculed.
Scholars have mocked them as foolish.
Kings have branded them as illegal.
A thousand times over, the grave has been dug and the dirge has begun,
          but somehow the Scriptures never stayed in the grave.
Not only have they survived, they has thrived.
And when people sought God, and tried to follow his commands and laws,
          the nations thrived.

Josiah loved God, and carefully followed God's laws.
While he was king, he ordered his people to destroy all the altars of the false gods,
          and he made the temple of God strong and beautiful again.

He struggled to enable the people to rediscover their identity as the people of God.
He taught them how they ought to worship God.
As king of Judah, Josiah led his people in committing their lives to God.
When Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the Lord,
          he tore his robes as a sign of confession for all the sins they had committed.



But he didn't stop there.
He included all the people as he read in their hearing
          all the words of the Book of the Covenant.
He taught the people to follow the Lord
          and keep his commands, statutes, and decrees.
He included all the people as he renewed the covenant in the presence of the Lord.

Looking back over their history, they could see what had gone wrong:
          the nation had forgotten to rely on God.
In order to rebuild their nation they would have to relearn the simple faith
          which had brought them victory in the past.


It all came down to:         What did they really want?
Was it to love what God commands, and to desire what he promises?
Or did they want what they wanted, no matter what it might cost?

And that is still the question for each of us.
Our answer determines how we live, and what we can accomplish.

We are never too old, or too young, to follow God's ways.

In our happy moments, we can praise God.

In our difficult moments, we can seek God.

In our quiet moments, we can worship God.

In painful moments, we can trust God.

And in every moment, we can thank God.



AMEN
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