As we look at our fifth portrait of Jesus' as Spirit King, 


we need to focus in on the first piece that Matthew reveals to us, 



in order to understand the rest of the picture.  

Verse 22 tells us that the man who is demon possessed, 


was blind and mute.  

If we hold this reality before us, 


we will not get sidetracked as we look at the rest of the portrait.  

Demon possession was responsible for the man being unable to see 


and unable to speak. 

 The root of Kophos, 


the Greek word for mute, 



means cut off.   

Yet, once Jesus has removed the demon from the man's body, 


he is now able to see clearly 


and speak clearly.  



Not just one or the other, 



but both see and speak 




about what he is seeing and hearing.  


He is no longer cut off.

Now this is a healing via exorcism, 


but exorcism's were not rare.  

Jesus reminds the Pharisee's 


that they have members of their party that do exorcism's.  

Jewish texts have directions for carrying out an exorcism.  

The ancient historian Josephus describes multiple exorcism's in detail.  

But the reason the people wonder, 

“Could this be the Son of David?” 



is the manner in which Jesus does the exorcism.  

Gone are the multiple steps of sticking roots up a nose 


long incantations,


and knocking over a glass of water, 

and instead 


is Jesus simply speaking with authority 


and telling the demon to be gone.  

But in their question, 


whether it is read with hope 


or rejecting the possibility, 



is the fact that the people are not seeing or hearing clearly.  

As we know today, 


without a doubt, 



this is the Son of David!

Jumping into the conversation are the Pharisee's.  

Their words proclaim a false truth, 


“It is only by Beelzebub, 


the prince of demons, 



that this fellow drives out demons.” 

In discussing how Jesus healed the man who could not talk, 


the Pharisee's say something they may wish they would have never said.  

Instead of speaking clearly in truth, 


they muddy the waters for the crowd 



by throwing disparaging  



and unfounded words upon Jesus.  

Beelzebub means, 


“Lord of the Flies” 


and is a synonym of the devil.  

Not the nicest thing to say 


and Jesus will probably not ask any of them for a reference.

Jesus, again, 


trying to help the people to see who is standing in front of them clearly, 



gives three examples to enable them to be like the newly demon free man; 




allowing them to see and speak clearly again.  



To prevent them from cutting themselves off. 

He first reminds them that a divided kingdom can not stand in verses 25-26.  


If Satan is really doing this, 



his house will not stand for long.  

He then turns to their own experience 


and asks how their exorcists do their work?  



Is it by being in league with the devil 




or by some other power.  


Concluding that if Jesus is doing this work by the power of God, 



then the Kingdom of God is at work.  

This word counters the Kingdom of the Devil 


that Jesus is accused of working for.  

The third argument is the strong man's house.  


This verse often leads to confusion about who the strong man is.  

Because Jesus would not rob someone's house after first tying them up, 


would he?  

Arpazo, 


the word for rob means to: 



grab or seize by force, 



with the purpose of removing and/or controlling. 

Jesus is building an argument for the Kingdom of God coming 


and plundering the Kingdom of Satan.  

We are in the midst of celebrating Christmas, 


the Christmas Trees and Nativity Scenes 



depicting God covertly sneaking back into his temple of earth 



under the cover of a baby being born 




to a couple of unwed teens.  

If this seems like a stretch, 


remember Jesus' depiction of Christmas in Revelation 12, 



as the pregnant woman who was to give birth 




faced a red dragon waiting to goble up the child, 



only to have him be snatched away at the last second 



and a great war breaking out.  

Or remember what happens in a couple weeks, 


when Herod finds out he was tricked by the Magi 


and kills all males under 2 in the land.  

The Kingdom of the Devil is under attack 


and being seized by the Kingdom of God.  

Who else would the Kingdom be breaking in against?  

We have established that Jesus entered the Strong Mans's House on Christmas Day, 


but he probably did not tie him up 



until the trials in the wilderness.  

Once Jesus thwarted all the defense mechanisms that Satan had 


to keep his kingdom secure, 

Satan has been bound 


and has yielded to Jesus in every step of Jesus' ministry.  

For though he was the strongest in the Kingdom, 


as Martin Luther's great hymn tells us, 



“On earth is not his equal.”  

But in the following verses we are told of “one of God's own choosing,” 


who with “one word shall fell him,” 



Jesus Christ.  
Now the strong man is tied up, 


but he is not gagged 


or yet destroyed in this passage.  

So his demons are still under his command, 


but what Satan could once do to us, 



he can no longer, 



because of what Jesus has done in coming to earth and binding him.  

Having clearly laid before the people who Jesus is 


and what he has done, 



it is decision time.  

Are you with Jesus 


and the Kingdom of God 

or with Satan 


and the Kingdom of the Devil?  

Those are your two choices.  


There is not middle ground. 



No matter your choice, 




you are cut off from one Kingdom or the other. 

Jesus says, 


“He who is not with me is against me, 


and he who does not gather with me scatters.”  



Pretty black or white.  

Now the distinguishing characteristic of this saying 


over other places where Jesus tells the disciples, 



“Whoever is not against us 




is for us” 





is the number of people.  

Here, 


Jesus only speaks of himself.  

In other places, 


he includes us,


the people following Jesus.  

But in those situations, 


while they may not act like the disciples, 


or act like the church is acting, 



they are acting in line with what Jesus is doing.  

They are with Jesus, 


maybe not with the First Presbyterian Church of Skagway, 

but they are with Jesus.

With that clear, 


we look again at our blind and mute man 



and see that in verse 31, 




Jesus is trying to get us to speak clearly as well.  

The blind man once had an excuse, 


he could not see and could not speak, 



so he might have found neutral territory.  

But Jesus did not allow that to stay.  


He can now speak, 



so what will he say?  

Jesus gives us this warning of what not to say, 


“ And so I tell you, 



every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, 



but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.  


Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, 



but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit 




will not be forgiven, 





either in this age 





or in the age to come.”  

Verses 31 and 32 have often been heavy burdens 


when heard apart from a blind and mute man's healing 


and the Pharisee's response.  

Pharisee's were the religious experts 


and authority of their era.  

And in chapter 12 especially, 


Jesus is standing before them saying, 



you are blind 



and you cannot speak the truth clearly.  

Now blasphemy is speaking false things about God 

and sin is speaking false things to your neighbor.  


We all are guilty of both, 



but we are 



or can be forgiven of this.  

But the unforgivable sin, 


is speaking against the Holy Spirit.  

What does that look like?  


It looks just like what the Pharisee's are doing.  

The Spirit is moving in incredible ways right in front of them, 


and they are claiming that it is Satan.  

They are destroying, 


not overlooking,


not ignoring,


not mispeaking,

but destroying the Good News of Jesus as Emmanuel, 


God with. 

Jesus is our Messiah and Savior 


and they saying that this is just Satan misleading us with fancy parlor tricks.  

If this were to be our mode of seeing everything in the world 


and speaking about the world, 



then this can not be forgiven, 


for the it runs counter to the message of the Kingdom of God.  


It prevents the Good News from reaching the ears and tongues of others.  

It doesn't just distort the truth, 


it changes the truth into something else.  



That is unforgivable.  

Doubting God at times, 

not fully understanding God's ways, 

slips of speech, 


these are forgivable 



if you believe that God's rescue plan came in Jesus of Nazareth.  

But without Jesus as Messiah, 


forgiveness does not exist.

Jesus drives home this point with the tree illustration.  


He says that all trees have within them 



the ability to be good or bad.  


It is a matter of which aspect you grab onto.  

The crowd, 

the Pharisee's, 

and our man who just learned to talk 


have seen the same thing.  

Are we going to wonder if God is at work 

or if Satan is at work.  


For out of what we dwell in, 



fruit is produced.  
The Pharisee's are called a brood of vipers.  


Brood is a what?  



A bunch of snakes!


No.



It is a name for a child, 



or generations of living things.  

The Pharisee's have for generations 


been building up this religion 



that moves farther and farther from God's intentions, 



but suits man 




and this worldly Kingdom better in each generation.  

The words we speak 


come from what we see, 


the heart that those things enter into, 



and out flows the words.  

And the words either lead to our acquittal 


or condemnation 



on the day of judgement.  

We have either claimed 


and lived into the life of Jesus as our Savior.  

Or we have rejected 


and mocked the things God has done in our life.  



Choosing to dwell within the world that rejects the Holy Spirit 




and God actively at work instead.

So what does the man who is no longer cut off 


but suddenly sees 


and is able to speak for the first time utter?  

Does he say, 


“I have been redeemed by the Lord?”  

Or, 


“It is by Beelzlebub that I am finally able to see and speak 



and am now overwhelmed and cursed?  

We never hear or see what happens.  

But we do know what happened to Jesus and his disciples.  


Do our eyes see this as God at work, 


do our lips proclaim that Jesus is the Spirit King.  

Or do we call it something else.  


One of those leads us down a dead end road 



on which there eventually is no way out.  


The other leads to forgiveness.  

Choose wisely.
