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2018
MARCH 4
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Worship (Comm) & K-5TH grade Church School - 10:30 AM
Empty Easter Eggs in Narthex for filling
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM
Faith Development - 11:45 AM
Hospitality - 11:45 AM
MARCH 11 - DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Worship & K-5th grade Church School - 10:30 AM
Coffee Fellowship & SOUP SUNDAY- 11:30 AM
W & M - 11:45 AM
Youth Group - 5:00 PM (Homeless Vets Night)
MARCH 18 - EASTER CANTATA
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Easter Cantata & K-5th grade Church School - 10:30
Deadline to bring back filled Easter Eggs
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM
MARCH 25 - PALM SUNDAY
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Worship & K-5th grade Church School - 10:30 AM
Coffee Fellowship & SOUP SUNDAY 11:30 AM

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church of Highland is to be
the HEART, HANDS, and FEET of Jesus Christ
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Session
Endowment Fund
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Presentation from January 28th Worship Service
Update on PNC
By Elder Vince Catania
I have been asked by the Pastoral Nominating Committee to provide another update of where
we are in our search for pastoral leadership for our church. We understand and recognize that
with the year-end retirement of Rev. Skaggs that interest and concern about this issue will be at
a more elevated level and we want to be as transparent as we can, reporting to you, other than
confidential information.
At our last update, we had just begun to utilize the system available which matches MIF’s to
PIF’s (in more practical terms, our job posting matched with prospective candidates’ resumes).
Let me give you some insight to the characteristics of our church that are viewed favorably by
prospects as we highlighted in our MIF, job posting. First Presbyterian Church of Highland is
viewed by our sphere of influence to be a historically strong congregation with a history of
mission giving and action. We have a vibrant music program consisting of experienced
musicians and dedicated choir members. While we may be accustomed to our musical
worship service, many churches resort to the use of taped music for their services. In the last
few years we have intentionally structured our ministries and boards to be accountable and
responsible for their activity which is the Presbyterian model of who runs the church, it is not
the minister’s responsibility. This is viewed favorably by candidates who would rather focus
on their pastoral spiritual responsibilities than dealing with trash collection and Nipsco bills.
And finally, those candidates not familiar with our history are drawn to the attractiveness of
our proximity to the large city of Chicago and all of its positive characteristics, as well our
proximity to local universities.
Given our church’s positive aspects and its favorable impact on prospects across the country, I
am pleased to announce that even though our church can only support part-time pastoral
leadership, we have received a good flow of applicants’ resumes. Your PNC has been very
active and diligent at our task, meeting for 13 of the last 18 weeks, only taking a break for 2
weeks during the holidays and 3 other weeks where other meetings conflicted with our meeting
date. At this point, we have reviewed 40 PIF’s (resumes). The pastoral search in today’s
internet world is far different that even 5 years ago. With the vast array of available sources,
such as audio sermons, videos of sermons, links to websites, YouTube, Google searches,
Facebook, Linked-In, emails and blogs, the PNC’s responsibility for research is only limited by
our creativity for searching and time to complete the searches between our weekly meetings.
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Our current activities are now on a parallel track. We are continuing along the Initial
Evaluation Track which is to search the Presbytery’s system for other potential candidates,
while just beginning a new parallel Interviewing Track which is to outline the process that we
will use for interviewing selected candidates. We will eventually create another parallel track
Reference Checking Track which will outline the process that we will use for interviewing and
checking references for any selected candidates.
While we have completed much work since our last update, we still have much work to do, but
we feel honored and humbled to do this work. The intention for this communication is to
inform and update you about our status and to give you some insight into the process that we
are utilizing. We ask that you trust in our faithfulness to the task that you have elected us to
accomplish and we ask for your patience as we go forward with that task. Your PNC feels
confident and faithful that God is in control and is waiting for us to find the leadership that has
already been selected for us by God. We sincerely ask you to pray for the Pastoral
Nominating Committee and also for our church in this transition.

Congregational Meeting
On January 28th FPCH had their Annual Congregational meeting. A quorum attended a soup
and dessert luncheon. The soups were made by Jean Smith, Cheryl Steen, Jill Elman and
Charlotte Abernethy. The leftover soup was sold to those interested for a free will offering.
We continue to do the soup Sundays twice a month until the spring, when we will then go to
once a month or possibly stop until the fall. The free will offerings go toward the General
Fund and will help subsidize our new pastor. Last year, we collected $1650.00 from soup sales
toward that fund. Please continue to enjoy the homemade soup and be generous with your free
will offerings. Also when contacted to make soup, please make your favorite to share. A
special thank you to the kitchen help for the luncheon: Barb Dye, Judy Toren,
Lee Ann Cheesebrough, Debbie Catania, Tom Porter and Cheryl Steen.
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Gifts given in the month of February to the Endowment Fund include:
In Memory of Don Davison, Robert Durling, Martha Fish, Jim Fross,
Fred Kowalik, Alice Massa, and Clare Stinar
These gifts were given by the following donors:
Bob & Elaine Bohling, Kenneth & Shirley Filley, Roger & Debbie Jackman, Ahmad & Cameron
Kashani, Guerino Mattei & Family, Tom & Kim Madrowski, Mike & Shirley Manes, Jan Oprea,
Arletta Schaefer, Linda Skaggs, George & Sandra Smith, The Family of Jack & Ruth Stalzle,
Ronald & Misang Stalzle, Ellen Stinar, Mike & Robin Zuzich

TREASURER’S REPORT
For the Month of
January 31, 2018
Month of

Monthly

Year to

January

Budget

Date

Operating Revenue

$14,036.95

$11,586.00

$14,036.95

Operating Expenses

9,864.30

12,719.00

9,864.30

Excess (Deficit)

$4,172.65

$4,172.65
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Trustee Notes:
The replacement windows for the south sanctuary are expected in the next couple of weeks. Our many thanks
to Jake Toren for ordering the windows and leading the installation team.
Several FPCH members attended a Highland Police safety seminar. As a result, the entrance doors have been
labeled for easy identification. We are inviting the Police to survey the church and make further
recommendations.
The Board of Trustees Job Description has been submitted to the Session for approval.
We have prioritized several projects and assigned individuals to lead each project. Miscellaneous projects such
as changing a wax ring in a toilet, repair a downspout, install batteries in the exit lights and other jobs are
always being taken care of.
We solicited contractors for plumbing and sidewalk repair work. Our priority is to fix the low water pressure
coming into the south sanctuary and repair sidewalks, as funding or donations permit.
With Spring right around the corner, we are starting to think about scheduling “Clean Up Days”. Get your
rubber boots and gloves ready. The date will be posted when the weather warms a bit.
We have a preliminary drawing depicting the modification to the sanctuary for the relocation of the sound
mixer. We are planning to move the sound mixer to the lower sanctuary and remove two pews on the south
side. This will enable us to control the sound through the speaker system better.
Many thanks to Winnie for opening and closing the church Sundays. We remind people who use the building
during other times to check and make sure the building is locked after use.
Our next meeting is March 9th at 9:30 am.
More to come in the weeks ahead. Eason
Trustees:
Winnie Owen, Jeff Savage, Deb Catania, Tom Porter, Dennis O’Donnell, Josh Nelson,
Jerry Martinez, Eason Engle
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The Ministry of Faith Development has their
Meditation Class every Wednesday morning at
10:00 am at First Presbyterian Church of
Highland. Whether you are a beginning
meditator or experienced—all are welcome.
Come join us and find inner peace!

MARCH
*3

Ronald McDonald House 1 to 8 PM

11

Homeless Veterans Night

APRIL
1

Community Clean-Up

15

Parents Night and Mission Trip Forms

IMPORTANT DATES
JUNE 17th - Commissioning in Worship
JUNE 17th - 22nd Mission in Cincinnati
JUNE 24th - Mission Trip Report Worship Service
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Saturday Nyte Live was held March 24th in fellowship hall. The crowd enjoyed a delicious
meal of chicken, salad, potatoes, corn and superb desserts. There was a spirited auction lead
by Dave and his assistants. The Youth Group performed 9 different skits which included a
magic act, singing, acrobatics, a dramatic reading and comedy. Money collected will the fund
the summer Mission Trip to Cincinnati in June. At last count the event raised close to
$5000. You can still make a contribution to the Mission Trip, if you could not attend the event.
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR
EASTER EGG HUNT
SATURDAY, March 31st
AT
10:00 A.M.
Pictures with the
Easter Bunny to Follow
CHILDREN 5TH GRADE AND YOUNGER
First Presbyterian Church of Highland
8727 Delaware Street, Highland
(219) 838-6850
www.fpch@fpchighland.org
(Across from the Main Square Park)
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February Shelter News
On Saturday, February 10, 2018, there were only 38 participants at the
shelter meal. Because of the huge amount of snow, a lot of folks
couldn’t get out to come to the shelter for the meal, but those that were
there had a hardy meal that they enjoyed. You could tell they were
full and satisfied by their several trips back for seconds and the verbal
appreciation.
We also had two young volunteers from Highland High School that
needed some service hours for school. One was our own, Kristen
Wilson’s daughter, Lindsey and her friend Lexie Reyes. They were a
bit nervous, not having ever done this sort of thing before. But after
the positive experience, have signed up again for the month of March.
They were saddened to see so many young people there, but felt they
had helped make a difference in their lives, if even for an evening.
I thank them both for their hard work and of course the other 2
musketeers Judy Toren and Lee Ann Cheesebrough. Without their
support and devotion, I would not be able to continue this Mission
project.
We also had John Toren join us for serving. Thank you John for
lending a helping hand once again this month. You could become a
regular!! Cheryl Steen

Thank You...Thank You...Thank You
A huge thank you to the Youth of FPCH for the benefits of their Super Bowl Sunday food collections. Our
pantry was running low after the holidays and their collection of food has help us start to rebuild our larder so
we can make a donation to one of the three agencies that we support with food. During the winter, especially,
extra food items are always welcome.
The shopping cart is in the Narthex for you to deposit any extra items you might want to donate.
Thank you again YOUTH!!
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ONE GREAT HOUR
OF SHARING
Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve the lives of
people in these challenging situations. The Offering provides us a way to share God’s love with our
neighbors in need. In fact, OGHS is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together every year to
work for a better world. One Great Hour of Sharing, received during the season of Lent (February 14 April 1), makes a difference in the world through three impactful programs: Presbyterian Disaster

Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People.
THREE WAYS TO GIVE
1. Through your congregation
2. Text OGHS to 20222 to give $10
3. presbyterianmission.org/give/oghs
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PASSOVER SEDER MEAL
FOR CHRISTIANS
All are invited to participate in a Passover Seder Meal for Christians on March 14th at 11:30
am.
Learn about the Jewish traditions and the Passover meal Christ had on Maundy Thursday when
He instituted the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Lunch will be served.
Sign up sheets will be in the narthex or call the office (219)838-6850. Register by March 12th.

There will be a Cantata rehearsal on
Saturday, March 17th at 10:00 AM.

First Presbyterian Church and the Chancel Choir
will be presenting a Lenten Cantata on Sunday,
March 18th during worship.
Be sure to invite your friends and family to join
us in worship that day.

On Maundy Thursday, March 29th at 7:00 p.m., we will gather in candlelight around the
communion table to commemorate the Last Supper of Jesus with his disciples. Scripture
will be read and hymns sung as candles are extinguished recalling Jesus’ betrayal,
abandonment and agony.
Please be present at the cross to prepare your heart for the blessing of Easter.
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It’s that time again! Time to order your Easter flowers.
Daffodils, lilies, and tulips are $20.00 each and the deadline for ordering
is Monday, March 12th. You may also make a donation in lieu of
flowers. Donations will be deposited into the Endowment Fund.
All gifts will be listed in the bulletin and Larger View. Please fill the
order form below and drop it in with your Sunday offering or mail to the
church office at: 8727 Delaware Street, Highland, Indiana 46322.
Order forms are also available in the Narthex.

EASTER FLOWERS - ORDER FORM
(Please Print Clearly)

NAME:

_____________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

PHONE:

_____________________________________________________________________________
NUMBER

PRICE

TOTAL

DAFFODIL

_______

$20.00

$_________

LILY

_______

$20.00

$_________

TULIP

_______

$20.00

$_________

DONATION IN LIEU OF FLOWERS

$_________

TOTAL

$_________

IN HONOR OF:

_______________________________________________________________________

IN MEMORY OF:

_______________________________________________________________________

DEADLINE: 03/12/18

8727 DELAWARE STREET, HIGHLAND, IN 46322
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The next meal will be Saturday,
March 31st from 12 to 1 PM

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
3

Collin Parker

5

Norma Wilson
Gabriel Martinez

6
The next meeting will be on Tuesday,
March 20th at 2:00 PM at the home of
Charlotte Abernethy to discuss the book
“Bear Town” by Fredrik Backman.

Nancy Johnston
Cary Martinez

12

Patty Nelson

18

Ashley Churitch

19

Bill Zuke

20

Calvin Scott

21

Brandon Chong

22

Bill Holmes

30

Karen Lounsbury

FREE-WILL DONATION SOUP SALES
March 11th and 25th following worship in
Fellowship Hall and
THANKS to Carol Callaway,
Peter Churitch, Carolyn Ham and
Bonnie Perryman who MADE SOUP on
February 25th.

OUR MAILING ADDRESS:
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF HIGHLAND
8727 DELAWARE STREET
HIGHLAND, INDIANA 46322
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Prayers of Christian Sympathy to:
•

The Kaznak family, who is mourning the unexpected loss of their
husband and father, John. John and Grace have been living if
Florida for many years. They are expecting to have a local
memorial service for John in the spring. John Jr. and Liz grew up
in our church, leading Liz to the Presbyterian Ministry.

The Prayer Circle meets every Monday. The meeting time has changed to 8:30 AM. We
pray for the people on this list, and for all other concerns named at that time. Please join us
whenever possible, and include the persons listed here in your daily devotional time.
Thank you.

Anthony - Suzanne Gruoner’s son
Alaina (Callaway)
Marge Ashton
Bapst Family (Callaway)
The Bouchee Family
Danny Bouchee
Sonny Buono
Mary Ann (Perryman)
Vicky Callaway
Art Calvin
Ina Chappell
I Sun Chong (Oprea)
Marian Clayton (Morton)
Carol Coolidge
Jim & Ede Corten
Steven Cox (Davidson)
Ruth Dekker
Arlene Diekman
Laurie (Lounsbury)
Daniel Litwicki (Debbie Catania)
Murray Faris
Marlys Furnas
Mary Howe
David Jones (Oprea)
Kevin Johnson (Savage)
Linda Mann
Wanda Cullen (Holmes)
Barb Morton
Rick Parker

Calvin Scott
Lois Sessions
Cal Sleeman
Larry Small (Mann)
Bonita Sutton (Nolen)
Shannon Churitch Sutton
Steve & Melinda
Dennis VanKooten
Cindy Waltz
Linda Wilhelm
Norma Wilson

In order to keep the prayer list
current, we need your input. If
there are people you would like
to have added or if there is
someone who can be taken off
the list, please call the Church
Office (838-6850).
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Due to federal regulations about
privacy, we are no longer called
by hospitals about patient
admissions. Even if they ask you
for your church affiliation when
checking in, they do not call. If
you or your loved one would like a
visit while hospitalized, or would
like a home visit, please call the

•

We pray for those undergoing
treatment for cancer, the mentally ill
and their families, those recuperating,
those undergoing treatments and
those waiting for transplants.

•

We pray for our country.

•

We pray for our firemen and police
who help keep us safe at home.

•

We pray for our service men and
women.

•

We pray for the unemployed, the
under employed and the homeless.

•

We pray for those who are traveling.

•

We pray for those we hold silently in
our hearts.

•

We pray for all children in the world.

•

We pray for the work of the Holy
Spirit within the life of FPCH and
within each of us, that we may indeed
be and make disciples in each new
day.

Volume 11 Issue 3

Page 15

USHER SCHEDULE
MARCH 4
Kris Agbor
Vince Catania
Winnie Owen
MARCH 11
Lee Ann Cheesebrough
Eason & Nancy Engle

SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHERS
LITURGISTS

MARCH 11
Bonnie Perryman

MARCH 25
Tom & Pam Porter
Ben Porter

MARCH 18
Lois Fozkos
MARCH 25
Jill Cooke

FLOWERS

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

MARCH 4 - 25
OPEN

MARCH 4
The Ham Family

Call the Church Office
(838-6850)

MARCH 11
Tracy Oprea/Thor Severson

MARCH 4
John Toren

MARCH 18
The Kikkert Family

RIDES TO HERITAGE
WORSHIP

MARCH 4
Debbie Catania/Hilary Kikkert

MARCH 18
Sharon LaFlech/Jennifer Martinez
MARCH 25
Jean Smith

HOSPITALITY
March 4:
March 11:
March 18:
March 25:

MARCH 11
Worship & Music
MARCH 18
Deacons
MARCH 25
Sleeman/Porter

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
HIGHLAND

Jerry Martinez
Barb Dye
Nancy O’Donnell
Barb Dye

COMMUNION - March 4:
Carol Callaway
Vince Catania
Lois Fozkos
George Griner
Cheryl Steen

Worship
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Mailing address: 8727 Delaware Street
Highland, Indiana 46322
Phone: (219) 838-6850
Fax: (219) 838-0827
E-mail: fpch@fpchighland.org

We’re on the Web!
www.fpchighland.org

