AP US Government--Unit 3--AP Exam Study Guide

Chapters 14, 15, 16:  Campaigns, Interest Groups, and the Media

Directions:  Answer the following questions in preparation for your diagnostic quiz on _______.  

Any answer that does not immediately come to mind should be researched, and written in your journal or notebook.  

1. Identify three+ functions of interest groups.  Explain how interest groups are different than political parties.
2. Identify three+ strategies interest groups use to attain their goals.

3. The media perform several important functions in a democratic society.  Describe some of the ways the media acts as a linkage institution between citizens and government.
4. Campaign finance reform efforts faced strong resistance after the Federal Election and Campaign Act of 1972 and the McCain-Feingold Act in 2002.  Identify one specific Supreme Court case and/or organization that challenged each act.  Explain how each challenge affected subsequent elections in America.
5. Explain how one becomes President of the United States.  Include the three qualifications of office enumerated in the Constitution, and an explanation of the winner-take-all system and the electoral college.

Identifications

Identify and explain the importance (related to US Government) of each of the following:
501c(4) organization
527 organization (a.k.a. issue advocacy group) AARP

ACLU

Bipartisan Campaign Finance Reform Act (a.k.a. McCain-Feingold Act)

blanket primary

Buckley v. Valeo (1976)

Bush v. Gore (2000)

canvassing

Christian Coalition

closed primary
dark money
direct primary

Equal Time Rule (candidate ad time only)
Federal Communications Commission

Federal Election Campaign Act (1974)

Federal Election Commission (FEC)

Federal matching funds

get-out-the-vote campaign (GOTV)

grassroots lobbying

hard money

independent expenditures

interest group

Iowa caucus

libel

linkage institutions

MoveOn.org

muckraker

NAACP

national committee

national (party) convention

NEA

New Hampshire primary

NRA

open primary

PAC

patronage

Pentagon Papers

plurality win

pollster

presidential coattails

print vs. broadcast media rules

prior restraint

public (campaign) funds

Ralph Nader

runoff primary

simple majority win
soft money

supermajority

superdelegates
super PACs (a.k.a. independent expenditure- only committees)
valence issues

yellow journalism

