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How did It &l begin? Did you meet
al echaol, at work, through
friends? Was it a slow, steady
caurtship ar a whirbwind Aca? How-
ever It started, t's your unkoes ove siony, and
now & new chapter is about to unfold: your B togethar
& hushand and wile,

Mo that vou've chosen each other, it's time to choosa
the rings. t can ba an exhilarating experience, but it
doesn't have o be a confusing one. You st need o
know B few things bedors you shop.

You want your rings to be a5 special as the love you
share... here's how o gat started.
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CHOOSING A DIAMOND

A diamond is the aymbal of briliant beginnings-as much a part of tha marriage
tradition a3 the ceremony itsal,

Some people buy & pra-set engagement ring. However, experts advise vou to buy the
stone first, than choosa the setting to placs it in, rather than bauying *off the rack.®

The Cuality of the Stone

Buying a loose stone ks the bast way o assirs its quslity [zasiest to examine & from all
anglas). industry standards for diamond classifications are commonly known as “the
40 —cut, clanty, color and carat,

Lut: A well-cut diamond sparkles with remarkable firs (ntensity) and brilliance vel-
ress), as litte planas called facats diect raya of light inwards, The light is then reflectsd
outward o dazzing effect.
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Clarity: Tha sstent of natural flaws in the stone. Plaws intarfers with the passage of Aght
through the dismond, and can affect its beauty and Its price. Surtace Naws are callad
blermishes, and are less serous than intermal flmes, caled nclusions.

The Gamological Institute of Amarica (LA} Clarity Seale ranges from:
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Ciesir: The beast color for & diamond s no color at all. A colorkess diamond is rated 0, E,
or F; starting at J rating the slons hae ascending degrees of vellow to it

Carat: The wiight of the diamond. One carat equals 200 miligrams, and is divided into
100 paints. So, for sxample, & two-and-a hall-caral diamond has 250 points. Diamands
of one carat o mone ans rans, and of greater value per carat,
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CHOOSING A SETTING

Cnce you've ot your diamond, you've got to decide on its setting (also called the
moundingl. The most popuiar and durable setlings are of platinum, though vellow snd
white gold arg also favored. The traditional ring is a round solitaire. or single
diamond, but thare are no hard and fast rules—it &l depends an what you want. You're
gaing to wear this ring for the rest of your life, make sure it reflects your
parsanal shle.

Hara ara a faw of the most popular shes for setting yolr 21one:

# Prong: The prong setting uses thin matal daws 10 hold the stong in place. Thers can
ba four and six prongs; six are generaly recommended for added security. Variations
of thie prong setting Mchice the cathedral setting, that holds the stone doser lo the
meunting, and the fiffany setling, which raises the stone so it can better reflect light
on-all sides.

4 Bezel: The bazd selting Is an altarmative thal is growing in popularity. It uses.a thin
girip of metal 1o ancircle the stone around its middla.

& Channal: This satting is usually used for multiphe stonas, and uses two canfinuows
strips along the sides o hald the stones in placa. The stones are flush within the

maunting

# Pava: The Pawvd zatting is usad for multiple stones, and imbeds tham in the
maunding for a paved effect,

% Cluster; Another setting used for more than ane stona, where all s mountsd ina
group, o clustan This Styla will often take the effect of a fliower, with a cantar stons
surroundad by smaller stones,

# Tension: A setting that uses prassure 1o hokd the stena or stanes betwisen two open
encs for a foating effect.

NG Shuran By
Crscinlon™

[ o

138




‘s shown by
Mt K
 Cction o MK

Special Advarfising Sactlon

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS

We asked a panal of industry experts 1o address commion guastions and concems
sumounding the purchasa of engagement and wedding rings. Here'a what they had to say

Stk Arcund

Your should start out with a genaral idea of how much money vou want to spend. Look
for the stone first, then purchase the mounting. There ars no rght o wrong choices to
waorry about, it's about what you ke and what makes you happy, I addition 1o the
budget, you're geing to want 1o thirk about what shape stone you want, and whather
YO Cara mone aboul quedity or Size.

Go to a guality retail Eweler whan you're ready 1o buy, When it comes
io chaosing the rlght piace, it's reputation, reputation,

raputation. Ask around, gat recommendations so you find

somebody you can trust.  And don't believe that a reputable
Jeweler has 1o eost mors, becauss that's absclutaly not tha :
case.

= Bob Kagan, President

Cordova, Inc

Follow Your Heart
First of all, relax. Buying a ring should be romantic and spontaneous—it's not &
zcianca. My best ackvice is 1o g0 to a reputablo evior who will give you anewers, and that
wil cho & kod 4o take vour fears away Then go with what vou'e drawn 1o, & ot of
wioimen like the Ioea of a branded plece=it's haelpful becauss they know that
the clasigrer stands behind the work. Thes're alkeo more comiortabila with
cerified stones, If yvou buy a diamond that's cerified by an ndepan-

Jert gam &b, it doss a kot of the work for yiou,

| think the woman gensrally likes to be imvotved In the purchase
because t's auch a personal choice, But # the man would rather
surprisa har, ha can buy the store—he can usudly do a Bt detective
g w10 find out what shapa she ikas-and have the jewsler place it in
T80 asimple temporary sstting, That way the slement of surrisa is il thera
when the man pops the guestion-and the couple can returm later 1o plok
ot e sattireg she raaly wants,
— Linda Gamdo
hatakia k. Collection
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ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS

Lise Your fmagination

Mol everybady should necessarnily have a very dellcate fing, oF ona with a raised sating.
Lack for something that fits your stie-and that may not sways be a single diamond, A
diamond engagemant ring can alse be an al-arcund band, what peopla wEwesly call an
anniversary band, That's what we sas happaning more and more with peopls who hae
an active lifastyle, ke a tennis plavers, or golffers—1's a ring that can ba worn 2l the
fimne.

— Tom Loback, General Marsger
Christian Bauar

Cron’t hanie any preconceptions—ook aound before you make

your gecision. You never know what's out thare unfil you go

shapging, no matter what you're going to buy, ft's alss impoe-

tant that you ghwe yoursell enaugh tima. [t's not lika shopping

for shoas, whars thara's 8 whola bunch of them in the back and

they can just go and get vour size for yvow. Rings heve o be ardered and it's
oing 1o ke me-don't wait urdil the last miruta anc then worry that they won't be

fhere on time.

— Garry Baratia, Customer Senvice Manager

Chvistlan Bauer

Fight Hand, oo

When you hava & baautiful piece of jewelry with another baautiful pisce of jewsiny et
to i, that's usually sublraction by addition. So a lot of women are switching their
angagemeant ring 1o their right hand, which & a phenomenal kea. F you do that, vou
can be wearing a baautiful ing on two diferant fingers. Your wedding rirng could be a
whale other wonderful purchase, nat just somathing that you settle for because it goes
With your engagamant ring.

Whatever chowce you maks, your ings are the only things you buy for vour wedding
that you're going to have for the rest of you life. Don't shortchange

yourself, Look around, give yourself time, and come up with
something you really like,

— Bruca Pucciarslls, Caner %".?ﬁ !

Bovell Dagign Studio ﬁ;@,
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ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS

A Cut Above

Styles can change withoul you even Deing aware of it. But the classics are essential
and very elegant, and thay hold for the longest, The basic engagemant ring is stll a
carat sized round diamond, set in a simple mounting with sida stones. It's traditonsal,
anvd its holding its valus and keaping itz beauty.

What's most imgortant as far as a diamond s concarmed is the ‘}%

cut, People pat confused and try 10 gat the best possble bar- ;ér-éﬁ _ ;-:"'*

gains, If waur ciamond is cut to the right proportions-a ans carat - A
round diamond should always be 8.5 millimeters in chcumferanca-it will
maximize the briliancy, f & damond |5 cut oo deap and has strong blue fioreacence, It
kaoks like frosted ice. You'rs bettar off with & 3/ carat diamond that was cut to the
right proportions, it will be cheaper and maore briliant and you'l enioy it much more,
—  leraal hekowitz, CEC

Ambar Desmonds

What's Right for You
You nesd to do some research to kearn about quality and clarity of dismnonds befone
investing in one. Look into magazines to gat an idea of what's in faghion. The
workmanship is vary impartant in 8 setting—to judge that for voursell, vl retailers to
see diierent settings by different designers. And while you're there, [§
-na  never hurte to try the ring on before buying It

ﬂ
-F"‘

You shoulddn't feal e yvou cannot afford a diamand. You will
‘b\ find something within your budget, and you can always
upgraca at sometime inthe fgune,
- Jexa Manachian, Sales and Markeding Manages
Simon G Jewely

i.s'ﬁ‘-?

Mare: than an Accessony

One of the more interesting Evropean trends s the increased

emphasis on the wedding ring, which is wam eveéry day-—the @ "3
engagement ring ia for special occasions, So the wedding '.‘f __,'_h

mng s an Imporan piace of jewelny in its own rdght, The

primery point of dffersnce in ring qualty |s between tumed :3
rings fwhich are crafted from rolled metal) and castings (which

are mada from poursd metal). Turned rings are stronger, and of

higher qualiby.

Befora vou shop, do soma resasarch inomapazinas and on the Intemet and decida wihat
designers appea! 1o you; than you can chooss a jewelar that carmes that dasignes, Keep
in mind that you'll be weearing the ring eveny day for a long time, o It shouldn't be taa
Tancy or trendy, You wart 1§ 10 fit with your other ewelny, 50 a8 bicolor band can be 5
good idea. And don't assurme vou'll take the ring home from the storo ight awsay. In our
line, each ring is custom mada 10 order, S0 It 1akas time for each ring fo ba produced,

~ Sandns Erl, Brand Manages

Furrer-Jaont
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CARING FOR YOUR JEWELRY

When you're not wearing it kesp precious pwelny in a fabrc-lined case, gra box
with compartmenis and dividers. Don't jumbile different pieces togethar: you don't
want them o tangie or sorateh.

Precious melals and gemstonas can get smudged or coated whan they comea in
contact with things like oils, kotions, parfumes, or hairapray, Alwaya put your
IEwedny on as a finishing touch, 10 avoid problems,

Dan't wear fing jewealry when doing rough work, Ako avoid direct contact with
Ghicrie bieach (or 8 chiarinetsd swirmming pooll, bacause it can affect the color
of the setting.

Requlary soak wour jewelry for 30 minutes in a commercia jeweslny cleaner, or Lsa

an ultrazonic cleanar. You can also make your own detergent bath using a
salution of squal parts cold watar and housshold ammonia. Genthy use 3 saft
brush on beth the front ard back of the mounting (an ofd teothbrush wil da the

trick]. Ainss ard drain on tissus paper.

Bring your gemstonas to your jewealer every year or 50 to make sue the sottings
e SR,
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o THE GROOM'S GUIDE TO BUYING
5 ENGAGEMENT AND WEDING RINGS

ko=t men know as much about fing jewsalry as they do about women's shoes. Here aa
& fes paintars for them o keeg in mind:

o # Shop with sthical jewelers, Ask trusted friends for recommandations, or call the
i Amarican Gam Society [sea balow] for a list of affiliated stores, Usa axtrama
; - caution when deallng with deep discounters-remembear, when # comes 1o
:*-p diamaonds, you get what vou pay o
e
= ==
. # Examina tha diamond in natural light, Bright tights may magrify a stone's
; briliance, but 1o best examine the stone, a dimemer light is actually batter,
EE e
= # Lo a ten-power lbupa or & magrefying glass o inapect the stone ithe jeweler will
S supply it, you don't need to bring your own.) Look for flaws, lines, discoloration,
o ar cloudiness.
o

Check tha paperwork. Make sure any diamond you're considering has bean
cerified and graded by the Amedcan Gem Sockty o the Gemological Institute of
Armerica.

Onca you buy your diamond, it's wise 10 protect your Investmaent with insurance.
To do that, you'll nesd 1o have the ring appraised fwhich will also sere to warify

B that it's worth what you pald for it}, The appraizal will includa a datailad
e description and often a photograph. It's bast to be thare when the appreaisal takes
o

place; if that isn't practical, diagram the sione's characteristics and agrees on.a value
batora you hand it cvar. Ba sura to use a qualified appraiser—ask your jeweler, or
check with the Amercan Gem Sockaty,

EXPERT SOURCES
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