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APril Dinner [eatures
Ta”c on Alcxanclcr Stcphcns

On APril 27 Zoyd [Luce of Castro Va”cy will discuss the life
of Alcxandcr Stcphcns, Vice Frcsidcnt of the Concherac .
We last heard Zoyd give a very interesting P-rcscntation on ‘Qﬂ'\c
American |ndian During the Civil War' at the West Coast
ConFcrcncc in Clovis in November. You won't want to miss this
informative presentation.

A little background on Zogd Lucc. Hc serves as a member of
the bay Area Kapid T ransit 5th District Board of Directors.
Hc has bachelor's dcgrccs in History and in Law and a Master's
dcgrcc in Medieval E_nglish which Providcs a foundation for a
consulting firm that spccializcs in environmental Protcction,
safet , and security as thcy relate to transPortation. His motto
is: Hycroic Managcmcnt for an Unhcroic Agc. Zoyd is a
member of the E_ast Bag Civil War Kound Tablc and a Frcqucnt

presenter at meetings throughout California.

You will learn much about the Problcms of the Conchcratc
government and Vice President Alexander Stcphcns in
articular by attcnding our Apri| Round T able D\i_nncr on
hursday, Apri| 27t|‘| at the Fresno Ramada Inn on Shaw
Avcnucjust off Highwag 41. No host bar and social hour starts
anytime after 6 PM. with dinner at 7 PM, and Z_oyd is on at 8
FM Wc hopc to sece you there. F|casc KSVF to our 5ccrctar5

th”is Mann so that Ramada has a count for meal Prcparai:ion.

Ear|9 in 1861, dc|c5atcs from the seceded states
Y) metto draft a constitution, and elected Jefferson
c Davis President and Alcxandcr Stcphcns
Vice Frcsidcnt. With few responsibilities and little
U ower, Stc hens most notable act came in car|5
__C cbruary 1865, when he met sccrctly (and
unsucccssFu”g) with President Lincoln and
Q— 5ccrctar3 of Statc Scward to ncgotiatc a
U Pcaccf:ul settlement on condition of Confederate
3 mdcpcndcncc. Stephens’s cnjogcd a vigorous

career For ncarlg two clccadcs aFtcr thc end oF thc

Alcxandcr

war, writing several long histories of the CivilWar,
and serving again in Congrcss.




Civil War Book REVIEW

Private chats with the
men who won the Civil War

Gcncra/s n Dranzc came out Novcmbcr 2005. This
review came out in the C/u'cago Sun- [ imes on Octobcr 24,
2005. Thanks to former 5ug|c Ca”s E.choes E. ditor
Charlcs Jorgcnscn for Forwarding it.

BY NAHAL TOOSI
NEW YOKK - [atein his life, artist Jamcs Ec/warc/ Kc//y

tried to pub//'sﬁ his memoirs, a book that would have featured his
colorful interviews with the many Civi/ War fl;gurcs who posed for
him. PBut by then, the Great Dcprcss/on had set in an Pub/i.sﬁcrs

told him no one was interested in the war /ong Past.

Seven decades after his death, Kc”y's dreamis bcing fulfilled.
Civil War historian William B Styplc has written a book that
chronicles Kc”y's life and includes the artist's interviews with

kcy 19th century Figurcs.

The book, Gcncra/s in Bronze, comes out Nov. 1, and is
a]rcady generating tremendous buzz in the world of Civil War
buffs.

"| was absolutclg fascinated by it because it gives such a
Fccling of intimacy, said Richard Snow, editor of American
ﬁcrl'tagc magazine.

Gcncra/s in Bronze Proviclcs valuable insight into the
Pcrsona|itic5 of the era, thanks in |argc Part to Kc“y's
meticulous notes. [Jisinterviews covered a range of 5ubjccts,
from Gcn. Gcorgc A Custcr's "bogish chuckly“ and his
canteen of iced tea to whether Gen. Gcorgc Meade wished to
retreat from the battlc of Gcttysburg [apparcntly so].

Onc gcncral told Kc“y how Gcn. US Grant's drinking had
led him to resign as a caPtain in1854. | he account claims that
Grant remarked: “I'” make my mark 5ct. l don't propose to
remainin the gutter.”

"These are the tl’rings tlnc(f wouldn't write about in their

memoirs,"” 5t Plc, 45, said. “ln those days, thcy didn't write
tell-all books.”

Accordir\g to Kc”g’s interview with Gcn. \(Vinfic‘cl b Hancock

P/CJSC continue on next Co/umn

RSVF

for dinner

reservations on
Thursdag's,
April 27th
meeting , at the
Kamada lnn at the Shaw off-
ramp on Frccwag 41 .Contact
Secretary Fl’lg”ia Mann at
229-%778 [aFtcrnoons or
evenings, P|casc] or e-mail her

at:
PFmOZ@cviP.nct

BOOK REVIEW cont.

Mcadc considered lcaving
Gcttgsburg but his men did

not want to.

Hancock said the (Jnion
gcncral remarked: "As you
wish gcntlcmcn; but
Gcttgsburg is no place to
Fight a battle in." KAcadc
turned back Gcn. Kobcrt E
|Lee's forcesin the war's
turning Point.

Kc“g once asked Gen. Jamcs H
Wilson to describe Frcsidcnt
Lincoln, and after some
hesitation Wilson said: "| saw
nothing tojustifg the mc|anc]’10|3
way artists represented him; he
scemed cheer ul, and there was
gcncra”g a sort of twitter in the
corner of his mouth. Hc was not
aleader of men ... but he was a
hilosopher. [incoln felt his
E Eirth, and did not seem to
assert himself as his Position

umble

warranted."”

Grant sat for Kc”g, and while he
didn't say much the artist
described him as kind. —rhc
gcncral reflected on his
appcarance 1)9 musing: ”I have
got rather Hcsh_q, much to my

regre t.*



Batﬂc{:icld

Preservation uPdatc

| just received the latest copy of
History (Inder Sicge -
A Guide to America's Most
E ndangered Civil War
Battleficlds, 2006
Listed alphabetically they are as

follows:
Chattahooche River in Georgia
Circle Forts in Washington, D.C.
Fort Morgan in Alabama
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
Glendale in Virginia
Glorieta Pass in New Mexico
New Orleans, | ouisiana
Raymond in Mississippi
Shenandoah Valley in Virginia
The Wilderness in Virginia

As you can see, the sites are
scattered with the exception of three in
Virginia. T his is not surprising as over
60% of the battles fought in the Civil
War were fought on Virginia soil.

| have requested copies of this
informative phamplet from CWFT to
pass out at one of our upcoming
monthly meetings so everyone can have
the full details. Ferhaps if you are not
already
a member of Civil War Preservation
Trust [CWFPT] you will consider
joining and adding your personal
contributions to those made by
SIVCWRT T hanks,

[om Carr

AFTER ACTION REFORT
SIJVCWRT MELETING 3/30/06
B Kon Vausl'\an
A Visit with Frcsidcnt Abraham Lincoln

The 21 persons were entertained bg avisit by a
visit of T he Frcsiclcnt (aka Waync 5cott), who entered
to the strains of /Jail to the (Chief, with his escort of a
Union major and a sergeant. He spo‘cc form a Platform
trimmed with red, white, and blue bunting, flanked by The
(U.5S. and Presidential leags.

Dr. Davcnport had invited Lincoln to sPcalc
about his hanc“ins of Constitutional issues, spccifica“y:
The |cgitimacy of Southern secession, suspension of
the Writ of Habeas CorPus, and con’trol of the press.
Lincoln stated that one “may not agree with my
methods— but surc|y you must realize that my
motivations are true andjust. | must preserve the
Union.”

He talked about the actions of Prcvious
administrations who tried to deal with the North-South
5P|it. He indicated he was like amanin the middle of a
herd of stampcding cattle and any way he turned he was
bound to step init! He maintained that the C onstitution
did not contain any right of secessionin word or
imP|ication. The Preamble states that the purposec of
the Constitution was “to form a more Pchcct union?”,
and secession is disunion. No state should be able to
leave without the consent of the other states.

Dr. Meux was present inthe audience and
adamant|3 disagrccd with many of | incoln’s points. As
to his susPcnsion of the Writ of [Habeas Corpus, in this
dcac”y 5trugg|c, where loyaltics and beliefs are mixed
within states, cities and even families (inc!uding his own),
with spics “as Plcnthcul as fleas on a sick hound”, the
dangcr is so great that |”1C must be tcmPorarily
susPcnclcd. T ens of thousands have been s|aughtcrcd
per battlc, butin contrast, only 1500 Pcoplc have been
detained in this manner. Such cxpcdicnts are necessary
for the survival of the (Jnited States “this “noble
experimentin |ibé\rty....”

As to the press, in the Southern press heis
vilified daily, and also in many Northern papers. He
believesitis okay to criticize him, but the Préss should
not disclose mi|itar9 Plans. The press is not
suPPrcsscd, Horace Grcclcy’s paper alone has 56 war
rcPortcrs, and thcrc are many papers with more.

ln conclusion, Abraham Lincoln reaffirmed the
imPortancc of maintaining the (nion. “|f we fail— a
1,000 angcls saying | was right will make no difference.”



2006 MEM&EKSH”’ FOKM - Mcmbcrship year is from January to Dcccmbcr

Please begin/rencw my mcmbcrship in the San Joaquin Valley Civil War Round T able
__ INDVIDUAL/FAMILY membership - $25.00
STUDENT membershipor NEWSLETTER ONLY-$12.50

“$5.0 0 of each mcmbcrship goes toward Civil War Battlcfidd Preservation

Namc

Fhonc c-mail

Addre

bring this mcmbcrship formand your check to our next montHy mecting,
or mail it to our Post Oﬁ:icc Box listed on the retum address below:

DID YOU KNOW 722

Who was the only soldierto be awarded the Congrcssional Medal of Honor during the Civil
War who was killed at the massacre at the L ittle Big Homin i 8767

Thomas Warcl Custcr, the younger brother of Gcn. Gcorc A Custcr. Sti“ only 19in the last
days of the war, he caPturcd the rebel ﬂagin two engagements within three clays, on April 3% and
AP"iI 6. |nthe latter battle of Saglcr's (Creek, Thomas was wounded in the face but continued to
Figl’:t. His older brotherhad to Placc him under militarg arrest and have him Forciblg removed from
the field to get medical attention.

[ he Civil WarQuizBooL bg John Malone
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