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Large Class Contingency Management of

Studying, Showing Up, Shutting Out, end Staying

Large college classes engender problems for both student and
instructor. Students collectively resemble herds of domestic animals
loosely retained inside four walls. Instructors shudder at the per-
celved complexity of,consequatingﬁbehaviors and:recordling'outcomes
when budget and time are lmportant factors.

l The system hereln described has been recycled five tim°s. .The
size of the class has averaged 190 students. Study behavior ig
consequated for each class period by assigpnling study objectives for
sach week and giving a 10 minute test via overhead projection at
thelbeginning of each class. Showlng un is consequated by using
dally score mean for'course grade with no make-upg allowed and di—
viding total poihté by tests given rather than tests.t.aken° shutting
out help'during tests 1s encouraged by.using'tﬁree different forms
and is consequated by beeping a bike horF every time a whilgper is
heard, which results in alloss of a point each time for everyone in
clags. Staying for the entire perlod is consequated by assigning
seats, passing out and collecting a class card for each person,'aﬁd}\

glving those who remain credit for any class polnts earned that !

period. Individuals choosling to leave turn in thelr cards at the
door and lose the opportunity to plck up the extra polnts gilven |
that day. ;

Séau_sheets are uaéd for computsr scoring of the dally tests.
Both gcan sheets and class cards are dlstributed and collected
systematically to facllitate easy redlstribution. A master class
card is kept so that no entry 1ls necessary on the cards of people

wno stay. The cards of indlviduals who leave are marked and relnserted.

Student response to the program has appeared to be enthusiastic,



