A Great Heritage…

A Great Future…

Dan D. Lines

By Dr. Dan Darby, Pastor
It is beginning to look a lot like Christmas at the church! The Trustees have put up the
outside lights. The Worship team has decorated the sanctuary. The Chancel choir is putting
the finishing touches on the Cantata, and we have a plan for our worship services.
This year our Advent/Christmas theme is “Calm and Bright: 200 Years of Silent Night.” The classic hymn
made its debut 200 years ago on Christmas Eve, 1818, at the St. Nicholas chapel in Oberndorf bei Salzburg,
Austria. The melody by composer Franz Gruber is instantly recognizable from the first few notes, and the
original text by Joseph Mohr has been translated from the original German into over 140 languages. We will
recall one verse of the Carol each week and let them shape our themes for the month.
December 2, the first Sunday of Advent: “Sleep in Heavenly Peace.” I will be preaching on this theme. In the
11:00 service, our Chancel Choir will be singing a new anthem entitled, “We Need a Silent Night in Here.” At
the 8:30 service Andrew will teach the congregation the chorus to the song, and in the 11:00 a.m. service the
Chancel Choir will sing the entire song as their anthem. We will use the chorus throughout the series as a
congregational response. In the sermon time will also have a reading of a script based on an event during
WW I in which German and Allied soldiers laid down their arms on Christmas Day and embraced each other
as brothers after both sides began singing “Silent Night” on Christmas Eve from their trenches. We will seek
the peace of the Lord in our troubled day as we celebrate Holy Communion together.
December 9, the second Sunday of Advent: our theme of joy comes from the second verse of Silent Night as
we sing “Glories stream from heaven afar.”
December 16, the third Sunday of Advent is our Cantata, “Sing Christmas” provided by the Chancel Choir,
accompanied by an orchestra of exceptional musicians. We will have one service at 11:00 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Sunday School will be at the normal time of 9:45 a.m. We will not have the 8:30 a.m.
service that day. Our liturgy for the day will be taken from the third verse of Silent Night, “With the Dawn of
Redeeming Grace” and we will emphasize the gift of love.
December 23, the fourth Sunday of Advent: Our theme is “HOPE, With the Angels Let Us Sing,” taken from
the fourth verse of Silent Night.
Monday, December 24. Christmas Eve Services at 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. Our theme is “Calm and Bright” and
we will use all four verse of Silent Night in a candlelight service which all will enjoy.
Our theme for the Sunday after Christmas, December 30th, comes from the final words of the hymn, “Christ
the Savior is born,” and we will talk about taking the New Birth of the Christian life with us into the New
Year.

Pastor Dan

Mission Ministry – December Newsletter
Multi-Church Christmas Family Event – Friday December 14
CUMC along with 5 other community churches are working
together this year for the Christmas Family Event. The event
will be held at the new Coldspring Relief Center on Friday
December 14.
In addition to the Angel Tree gifts for children, families will
receive a bag of food items and a ham to prepare a Christmas
meal. Prayer leaders from all the participating churches will
also be available to offer hope, support and prayer for each of the families.
Donations to help pay for the food items are greatly appreciated and can be made to
the Missions Ministry – Christmas Family Event.
Annual Community Thanksgiving Event
Thank you to everyone who helped support this amazing community event – thru blanket and
coat donations, volunteering and donations.
Coming Soon…..
UMCOR Mission Center in Conroe – Saturday January 19
Join us for a 1-day Mission Work Day at the UMCOR Mission Center in Conroe
Mission Work Day planned for Saturday January 19th from 10-12:30.
Meet at the church at 9:00am to carpool/church bus or meet at the Conroe Mission Center at
10:00am.
Address: 3765 N Loop 336 E, Conroe, TX 77301
Please send an email to Vicki Jowell (vjowell60@gmail.com) or let Stacy know if you are planning to
attend.
Did you know UMCOR has a Mission Center warehouse in Conroe?
The Conroe facility houses 8,000 sq. ft. of warehouse space for receiving, verifying, sorting, storing,
and shipping UMCOR kits. It also serves as the central base of operations for the Texas Annual
Conference Disaster Ministries, housing disaster relief and recovery supplies and equipment.

Yours in Christ, Vicki Jowell

UMYF- The Matches

Igniting the flame of Christ in everyone
I hope everyone enjoyed November like I did. Family,
food, new beginnings, s’mores, hayride, etc.
Coming up in December is our Ugly Sweater Christmas party on the 19th.
In Sunday school we will be diving into God’s love.
We have started a fundraiser and will be set up outside the sanctuary
before both services. The tree ornament with a picture of our church to
commemorate our 170th anniversary is $10.
We will not have youth on December 26th.
Be on the lookout for information about our next dinner theatre.
Happy to serve,
Carri Clark
Assistant Youth Director
Coldspring United Methodist Church
Psalm 104:4
He makes his messengers winds, his minister a flaming fire.
Memorials
Melinda & Gregory Holt in loving memory of Bob Holton.
Dianne Griffith in loving memory of Bob Holton.
Jim & Betty Bough in loving memory of Debbie Freel
Lindra White Moerdyk & Daughters & Marilea White in loving memroy of Debbie Freel.
Stephen & Martha Ryberg in loving memory of Debbie Freel
UMW
The Book Club will meet next month on December 11 at 9:30am. The book is “The
Other Einstein” by Marie Benedict. Dale Martin will be our leader.

UMW Christmas Party
The United Methodist Women will have their Christmas party Thursday, December 6 at
5:30. It will be a pot luck supper so bring a dish to share. We will have our gift exchange.
This year it will be anything to do with food. It is always great fun and all ladies in the
church are invited.

United Methodist Men
The Coldspring United Methodist Men held their monthly meeting on November 14, 2018 with 22 members
and guests attending. Don Freel gave the opening prayer. The breakfast was served. After breakfast the
cooks were given a round of applause. Several members volunteered for clean-up.
Gene Pavey gave his last report as treasurer before he leaves our church and community to live in the
Pasadena area with Jane. Jon Webb gave the scouting report noting an increase in the numbers for our
church sponsored scouting program. Robert Biba gave the projects report noting the completion of the
building of two new ramps and the replacing of materials for a third ramp. The UMM paid the cost of these
projects.
The United Methodist Men will hold it’s annual soup kitchen in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday December 8,
2018 for Christmas on the Square. Members will be needed for set-up, cooking, serving and clean-up.
Please contact Frank Closs at 936-653-2087 if you can help. All proceeds from this event will be used to
help fund our building projects.
County Judge Fritz Faulkner was the scheduled speaker but was not able to attend because of a
scheduling conflict with a newly elected County Judge’s seminar. In judge Faulkner’s place, Robert Trapp
spoke about the creation of the office of the Criminal District Attorney for San Jacinto County. He also
spoke about the job duties, his staff and some of the types of cases that have been presented to his office.
The next meeting will be at 7:00 a.m. on December 12, 2018. We hope to see you there.
Robert H. Trapp-President

Stewardship Drive Update
As of Monday, November 26, the Finance Office has received 59 pledges totaling
$278,860. In 2018, we had 76 households make pledges of $334,144. All persons
who have not yet turned in their 2019 Estimate of Giving cards are invited to do so as
soon as possible to help us finish our Stewardship Campaign.
Our 59 pledges for 2019 includes five households who did not make a pledge in 2018,
so welcome aboard, and thank you for doing your part to support the church
financially! We have had 28 of these 59 households able to increase their giving, 13
indicate that they are tithing, four who are stepping up toward a tithe, and one
person indicate that they are giving more than a tithe. Thank you everyone for your
plans to give generously to Christ and his Church!
San Jac Community Chorus Concerts
Christmas on the Square will be on Saturday, December 8. As a part of the festivities,
you are invited to attend the 36th annual San Jac Community Chorus and Orchestra
Concerts at 1:00 or 4:00 at First Baptist Church. This is always a highlight of the
season featuring outstanding local talent, including numerous members of our
Coldspring UMC Chancel Choir.
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During Sunday School, we will
be studying Jesus’ family
specifically Elizabeth and
Zechariah, Mary, Mary and
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Bethlehem” at Pedigo Park. We will
eat dinner afterward at McDonalds
in Livingston. Children will need to
bring cash for their meal. Children
Pre-K through 5th grade are invited
to participate with a parent-signed
permission slip.
Lisa Lewis, Children’s Ministry

COLDSPRING UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual
January through October 2018

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE MEMBERSHIP
There are no words adequate to fully express the gratitude for your tribute provided Deborah (Debbie)
Freel during the All Saints Day services on November 4th.
As many of you know, Debbie professed to be a Roman Catholic, and her funeral was held in a Catholic Church.
But for some thirty years she was in the Coldspring United Methodist Church every Sunday she was able. Her
love of our church, its purposes and the individual members was without question.
During her period of infirmity with Parkinson's she so appreciated the visits, the phone calls, the cards, and
especially the prayers from so very many of you. If you do not receive a personal thank you; do know that she
held a special thank you in her heart for your care and concern.
The family takes solace in knowing that she can again walk, she is shed of the demons in her hallucinations and
she can again talk and sing in full voice. We, as a family, cannot think of anyone we would rather have going
ahead to set up things for us in Heaven (she had been the family 'party planners' for decades).
We invite you to take solace in your kindnesses to Deborah as an expression of your demonstrating of our
churches challenge:
As we Serve, Witness, and Worship we will be the reflection of
Jesus Christ, without barriers.
IHS, Don W. Freel

Dear Friends,
I want to thank you for all your prayers & cards. They are very much
appreciated.
Love you all, Esther Best

CUB SCOUT PACK 845 & BOY SCOUT TROOP 845
Can you believe the year is almost over? Our Scouts are working very hard and are ending this year
strong. Many of them are well on their way to earning their badges of rank.
We want to say a very BIG “Thank You” to all of those that supported our boys scouting dreams by
ordering popcorn. We had another successful year that wouldn’t have been possible without all of
you. Thank you for all the support and encouragement you give to our scouts, not only during
popcorn season but all year round. Popcorn should be delivered the first weekend of December
(1&2).
We ended the month of October with a Fall Festival. The Girl Scouts joined us for the night. We
played some games and had a good meal together. And of course, there was tons of candy to
share. It was nice to see the imagination of all the kids in their costumes as well.
One the weekend of November 17&18 some of our scouts and their families enjoyed a one-night
camp out behind the church. There were smores and games and the boys helped to set up and
tear down their camping gear.
December will be busy, but we can’t wait to see what happens during the remainder of this year
and what next year will bring.

December 2018 Schedule
December 1 – Popcorn Pick-up and Parade Float Workday
9 am Frontier Tractor
December 4 – Committee Meeting 6 pm
Den Meeting 7 pm
December 8 – Christmas on the Square and Lighted Christmas
Parade Meet time TBA
December 11 – Den Meeting 7 pm
December 13 – Roundtable Dayton FUMC 7 pm
December 18 – Pack Christmas Party 6 pm
December 22 – Eagle Court of Honor 3 pm
December 25 – No Meetings

December Birthdays
December 18 – Sue Rodriguez
December 18 – Jonathon Tanner
December 22 – Linda Taylor
December 23 – Daron Nona

Acolytes

DOOR GREETERS FOR DECEMBER
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8:30
1st Sunday Mary Miller
2nd Sunday Bea Glassco
3rd Sunday Jackie Cleveland
4th Sunday Judy Swanson
5th TBA
12:00
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th TBA

Rita & Ron Orlando
Dianne Griffith
Kathy Sinclair
Jan Parks

USHERS DECEMBER
8:30 Ken & Brie Amszi
12:00 Frank & Anne Closs

Dawson Arnold & Naila Figueroa

DECEMBER ANNIVERSERIES
Ralph & Bea Glassco
Norm & Sylvia Young

12/10
12/11

New Members

Janet and Ron White

Edwin and Karen Repa

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY
Lisa Anderson
Jay Trapp
Barbara Gothard
John Russell
Terri Cook
David Hitt

12/04
12/06
12/06
12/09
12/16
12/19

Peggy Crossan
Truitt Thomson
Chris Wallace
Esther Best
Helen Williams
Carrie Cronin

12/23
12/24
12/27
12/29
12/30
12/31

