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Agenda

Welcome
Call Meeting to Order- Pastor Joel
Determine that a Quorum is Present
Approval of the Agenda
Approval of the Minutes from the Annual Meeting of the Previous Year
Reports*
a. Staff and Ministry Leaders
b. Building for Hope Reports
Old Business
a. Bylaws
New Business
Approval of the Budget
Elections**
Adjournment and Closing Prayer

*Because they are in print, we will not read them or consider them separately but there will be time to ask
questions or share comments about any of the reports, or the ministries they represent.
**Only members are allowed to vote.
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Annual Meeting Minutes from Last Year
Community Alliance Church
Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 29, 2017
6:00pm
Opening Prayer/Call Meeting to Order: Pastor J oel welcomed ever yone that attended and
opened the meeting with prayer. A quorum was met and the annual meeting was called to order at
6:04pm.
Approval of set agenda: The agenda was appr oved. A motion was made by Tom Pace to appr ove
the agenda and seconded by Mark Ostlie followed by a voice vote of approval. Motion carried.
Approval of the Minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting: A motion was made by J ohn Br omander
to approve the minutes and seconded by Rich Haldorson.
Staff & Ministry Leader Reports:
Pastor Joel presented his written report and thanked all staff members individually for all they do for
Community Alliance Church as well as the Elders.
Pastor Matt presented his written report. Matt noted that Community Alliance Church treats their
pastors really well and this is a church that other pastors want to work. He also gave praise to God for
coming in right at budget. Doing this along with a capital campaign is unheard of. He also thanked all
of the staff, past and current.
Pastor Dave presented his written report. He noted that the youth group continues to grow and he
attributes that to God and his wonderful leaders.
Sami Rens presented her written report. The congregation came around Sami and prayed for her. Sami
thanked the congregation for welcoming her. She noted that she is looking into the future and we will
be doing “Lego Build” for VBS. She shared her concept of the Adventure Bible themed children’s
ministry area.
Tim Martin shared a written Elders report. He is thankful to serve with such a great church staff. The
elders are prayerfully considering strategic discipleship process. He also wanted to welcome the new
members to Community Alliance Church.
Terry Pausch shared a written deaconess report. She wanted to make sure that everyone knows that
the deaconesses get the prayer requests on the connection cards and that they are confidential.
Terry also shared the Freedom in Christ report.
Dennis Pausch was not present, but he submitted a written Deacon & Administrative Board report.
Nelaina Daggett was not present but submitted a written preschool report.
Pastor Matt supplied a written Men’s Ministry & Women’s Ministry report. Marcy Hendrickson is the
new women’s ministry coordinator and is really excited for what the year has in store.
Charlie Okeson supplied a written Trustee report.
Mark Nielson submitted a written Refuge Ministry report.
Pastor Joel shared a Missions Committee report. He noted all of the mission’s trips that went on this
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past year.
Dale Sandahl gave a Treasurers report. He thanked Jay for all of the help this past year.
All ministry reports were approved with a motion made by Lin Peterson, seconded by Jan Peterson followed
by a voice vote of approval. Motion carried.
Building for Hope Reports:
Lin Peterson shared the capital campaign report. He brought up serving a meal to the construction
crew as well as an auction fundraiser. Also, we have not used any money from our loan.
A panel of Jay Meacham, Lin Peterson, Mitch Okeson, & Charlie Okeson fielded questions.
1. At what percent of completion are we at?
22%
2. When will the building be done? At about September of 2017.
3. What is the sequence that they are planning to finish?
Complete everything in the new building and we will move into the new
building and they will start working on the old building.
4. How many people will the new fellowship hall fit?
We are unsure, but it will be at least what we have in the sanctuary today.
5. Will the parking change?
Yes. Our parking lot will expand and all sidewalks will lead to the new entry. We
will be able to drop people off under the new car port as well. Some of the
parking lot will be paved, but not all.
Old Business:
Bylaws: A bylaw committee was appointed by the elders and will be making changes and reviewed at
the next annual meeting.
Approval of the 2016 Budget: Dale Sandahl presented the 2017 pr oposed budget. A motion was made
by Gaylen Peterson to approve the 2016 budget, seconded by John Bromander, followed by a voice vote of
approval. Motion carried.
Elections: Election ballots wer e handed out to CAC member s. The ballot r esults wer e not announced
before adjournment. Dennis Poppenhagen made a motion to close the ballots. David Flores seconded. Motion
carried.
(See below for ballot results. All individuals were voted in. Connie Johnson & Lisa Eischens were voted in
from the floor.)
We had a time of sharing.
A motion was made to adjourn the 2017 Annual Meeting by Becca Arndt, seconded by Nancy McKenzie,
followed by a voice vote of approval. Motion carried.
Scott Kallis closed the 2017 Annual Meeting in prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Kerri Steinert
Administrative Board Secretary
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Senior Pastor Report
“Community Alliance Church (CAC) exists to bring glory to God by offering real hope, real relationships, real
victories and real worship.” This is more than a statement it is the motivation behind what we do at CAC.
On any given Sunday you will hear the word being taught. However the pulpit is not the only place
where God’s truth is proclaimed. Enter the into any Sunday School room and you will find teachers
passionately sharing the truth of God’s word to adults and children of all ages. Throughout the week men and
women gather around God’s word to glean from its truth, along with developing relationships with one
another. CAC is committed to the proclamation, study, and implementation of God truth because we
wholeheartedly believe that God’s word has the ability to bring real hope into otherwise hopeless situations.
In this past year real hope has reached into the hearts of many as people have committed their lives to
Christ and begin being discipled by individuals from the church. Discipleship takes place in the form of
relationships. Relationships form the core of any church. At CAC there are numerous groups that meet to
study God’s word, but some small groups are for the purpose of developing relationships with other Christians.
It is not uncommon to hear comments like, “ I haven’t laughed like this in a long time”, or “ I can’t wait to
meet again.” Small groups are an avenue through which real relationships are formed. In the upcoming year
we are seeking to add the component of serving together in addition to forming real relationships. The
leadership of the church is encouraging small groups to identify ways in which they can give back through
service projects at church and in our surrounding community.
Real worship draws our minds to the music ministry. I am grateful to the musicians and technical
people who use their gifts and abilities to bring us before the throne of God each week. Real worship not only
occurs as we sing but also as we serve. Recently an elderly person in the church needed help. I contacted
someone from the church who responded with, “I would love to help.” This response along with your
willingness to serve glorifies God. Actions that are not motivated out of a sense of pride, but rather out of a
sense of love for God and His people. That is real worship.
This past year thirty-six people went on short-term missions trips. On these trips God’s love was
shared in word and deed. Not only did God work through people on these trips, but He also worked in them,
One individual shared, “Thank you for the opportunity to share in what God is doing in Cambodia.” As an
extension of God’s love we were able to see the real victories that God can give those who surrender to him.
As the word of God is shared people take the step of trusting God with not only their hearts but also with their
situations. Addictions, relational issues, fears and failures are put into the hands of an Almighty God who
seeks to enter into the brokenness of our lives and give real victories. God is at work here in Detroit Lakes as
well as around the world pointing people to the cross.
In conclusion, I am grateful to be part of a congregation that cares about one another. I am moved by
your commitment to God’s word and His mandate to take the gospel to the ends of the earth. Thank you for
sacrificially giving so that we could build for hope. Thank you for your heartfelt prayers and words of
encouragement. Lastly, I am thankful to work alongside of such a great pastoral staff; Pastor Matt, Pastor
Dave and Sami thank you for your continual service to our King. I am equally grateful to the office staff;
Mandi, Joy, Cody, Patty, Paul, Tom without whom we would be lost. Thank you for your tireless effort on
behalf of the God and the church. Thank you for the privilege of being your pastor.
Respectfully submitted,
Pastor Joel Arndt
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Pastor of Discipleship Report
I first want to say thank you. Community Alliance Church is a great body to be part of. I am often
overwhelmed by the way that you care for my family and me while I minister alongside of you at the church.
I often feel like I am with family when I am fellowshipping with you. I pray that as we continue being drawn
closer to Jesus that our relationship with one another will continue to deepen. And as we press closer into
Jesus that he will be proclaimed throughout our community and our world.
The year started with construction and as I type this there are still construction workers in the building. We
are so blessed to have this new space. The space flows very well and gives us the room we need not only for
Sunday but also every day of the week. Please join me in praying for the lives that are touched through Jesus
in this new space.

This year has been filled with meetings of all kinds. Elder, Administrative Board, Staff, Building Committee,
Construction, Bylaws, District, National, and Congregational meetings. Some people ask if I get sick of
meetings. The answer is no. The meetings are great places where problems are solved, strategy is made,
details are counted, and heartfelt prayers are prayed. The people that are in the meetings are using not only
their talents but are leaning on the gifts given them by the Holy Spirit to help build the body of Christ.
Although I have scaled way back on counseling, I still do meet with people from time to time. I meet with
individuals and couples. Although not every situation ends the way I would want it to, there are many times
when I get the privilege of seeing people truly surrender to Jesus in a way that changes their situation or their
ability to walk through it. When a marriage is saved it changes a family for generations. Please pray with me
next year for wisdom and a listing heart as hurting people walk through the door.
This year I finally moved my ordination off the back burner and completed the process. I want to thank all
those who helped me out in the process and all those who have encouraged me along the way. You have been
and still are all part of affirming my call into fulltime vocational ministry.
As always I want to thank the amazing staff that I work along side of on a day to day basis. You all give so
much to building the kingdom of God. Your sacrifices do not go unnoticed by me and the rest of the church.
The same can be said for all of the awesome ministry leaders at the church. Please remember the staff and
ministry leaders as you pray. Your prayers are felt and make a huge difference.
Thanks,

Pastor Matthew McKenzie

Youth Pastor Report
As I reflect on the last year in youth ministry, I cannot help but stand in awe of who God is. Our year was
filled with opportunities to engage with God as we joined him on his mission to reach lost people, as we
opened His Word and discussed truth in our weekly meetings, as we met in His presence to worship him in
song, and as we experienced fellowship within His family.
Through those opportunities we saw God’s love as we watched him faithfully provide for our needs, protect
us, and as we saw how he loved the people of Cambodia, LA, and Detroit Lakes. We experienced the power
of His Word as it transformed us and watched it transform others. This year we had five youth give their lives
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to Christ and we watched as truth illuminated the minds of many youth in areas of prayer, the missional living,
abiding in Christ, evangelism, worship, spiritual gifts, and more. We experienced unity through the Spirit of
God as we engaged on mission together. We have 15 leaders on our youth staff who pour into the lives of our
teens each week and who are unified in their passion to help youth discover who they are in Christ and what it
looks like to follow him. Our Cambodia mission team experienced unity through the Spirit as we painted for
days on end in the sweltering heat, joined together in ministry to women and children at a local church, and as
we heard of the miracles of God amongst the people. We began to understand the empowerment of the Holy
Spirit as we stepped outside our comfort zones and ministered to the homeless on Skid Row in Los Angeles,
as we learned how to pray in the power of the Spirit for strangers on the street, and even as we engaged in
prayer in discussion in our small groups. We praise God for his sovereignty, for his love, his truth, and for the
gift of the Holy Spirit!
Just to give you a little snapshot of a year in the life of Collide Youth Group, here is a very brief recap of some
of our craziness. Some of the events our students participated in this past year were Avalanche Retreats at Big
Sandy Camp, Next Conference leadership training at Crown College, Planet Wisdom youth conference, Nerf
Wars, Valley Fair, Redhawks game, Hopefest, tubing at various lakes, tubing at Detroit Mountain, Tim
Hawkins concert, and we also started hosting quarterly Coffee House Nights for the entire church!
Fundraising is also a big part of our work every year. This past year we raised over $45,000 to help students
pay for mission trips and other youth events. Thank you so much for your support! We also sent a team of
youth on a short-term mission trip to Cambodia and a separate team to work with Envision Los Angeles. If
there is one thing these kids love, it is being in fellowship with one another and sharing life together. It has
been so fun to see the community that God has built in our youth group!
Some of the Topics and passages we have been studying this school year are “Jesus, Our Source of Life –
John 15”, “Satan’s Plan to Steal Our Life”, and “Our Battle Plan – Ephesians 6:10-18.” We also spent some
time in Acts 1-4 looking at the reason why the local church exists, how we each fit into the Body of Christ,
and what fellowship in the Body looks like. We then shifted our focus to missions, studying Acts 1:8,
Matthew 28, and Romans 10. With this study, our focus was mainly on what it looks like to live a missional
life empowered by the Spirit. We also incorporated a night of shopping, filling shoe boxes, and praying for
children throughout the world through Operation Christmas Child. We capped off 2017 with a focus on the
Christmas story and our annual Collide Christmas Party! Thank you for all your support, prayers, and
partnership in ministering to our youth!
Respectfully Submitted,
Pastor Dave Christensen

Children & Family Ministry Report
Mission Statement:
Adventure Island Kids Ministry exists to help kids: Discover Real Hope in Christ (Romans 15:13),
Experience Real Wor ship thr ough in depth bible study (John 4:23-24), Develop Real Relationships with
their family, friends and teachers (Matthew 22:37-39) and Know that Real Victory is possible with God
(Colossians 2:13c-15).
Vision Statement:
We pray that kids will: Discover, Experience, Develop & Know all about God!
Annual Report:
Sami has had an absolute blast getting to know each child, their families and all the volunteers this last
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year! There are approximately 95 kids registered for Sunday school this year. Nate Wagoner has graciously
volunteered his talents as the large group coordinator on Sunday mornings again this year. His love for God and
passion for teaching God’s children are very evident every week. We have an awesome team of teachers again
this year. Their love for the students is seen every week as they guide them through God’s Word. Sami is
currently overseeing the nursery ministry and schedule. She is still looking for someone to step in as Nursery
Coordinator. We currently have 20 youth and adult volunteers imprinting Jesus onto the lives of the littlest ones
in this church. It’s amazing to know and see that God is using them to show love to His precious little children.
Judy Rue continues to serve as primary lead for Children’s Church. She has continued to show her passion for
preschoolers each week as she guides them through the bible. They just finished with Jacob and Esau. Corey
Steinke is serving in his 2nd year as Awana Commander. His patience and passion for each clubber and leader
are very evident as each week passes. There are approximately 175 kids registered for Awana this year, being
served by more than 60 youth and adult volunteers. It is very clear that these leaders love God and want to help
show that love to the clubbers each week.
VBS this last summer was a blast! We did Lego BUILD, teaching kids to build their lives with God as
the foundation. There were approximately 120 kids registered with over 30 volunteers sharing Jesus with each
child. The kids were challenged at the beginning of the week to help raise money to provide meals for the
people in Lokichogio Kenya during a famine. God spoke to the kids and they listened bringing in over $1,300
for the people of Lokichogio! Sami brought 12 kids to Big Sandy Camp this summer and had the wonderful
opportunity to stay with them at camp and see God challenge and grow them in their faith. Sami and Kerri
Steinert used their talents in leading the kids through the Christmas Musical. The kids did a fantastic job
bringing Glory to God by using the gifts that God gave them. Please pray for Sami as she embarks on her 2 nd
year as the Children and Family Ministry Director. Pray for wisdom and discernment as she leads the children,
their families and all the volunteers who graciously donate their time and energy for the kids. Pray also for the
kids and their families, that their hearts and minds will be open to what God has to show them this year.
Blessings,
Sami Rens
Child and Family Ministry Director
Greetings, to the Congregation of Community Alliance Church.

Preschool Report
2017 was an incredibly busy year for the preschool. The construction/remodel presented a bit of a
challenge at times, but the staff, students, and parents were all very understanding and made our temporary
changes work—plus it was an exciting and engaging process for all of us, with a fantastic finished product!
During our registration period, we once again experienced extremely high demand. Therefore, we increased our
class offerings and added another staff member. We are very thankful that Barb Beug has joined our preschool
staff. She has been working with our toddler class as well as helping as a Pre-K assistant and has been doing a
fantastic job. Our team (Summer Johannsen, Harriet Johnson, Barb, and me) get along very well and we LOVE
working with our young learners!
As we embark upon 2018, I ask for your continued prayers for Summer, Harriet, me, and the preschool itself.
We are very thankful to be supported by both the families of the children who attend and also the staff and
congregation here at Community Alliance. The preschool truly is an outreach ministry of the church, and I am
grateful to be part of it.
Respectfully Submitted,
Nelaina Daggett
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Sound and Tech Report
I am pleased to report to you that God has been giving many people opportunities to serve this year on the
sound team. As you may know Patty Meacham has step down from her position as the Sound and Tech
Coordinator due to a new time in her family. I was hired this June to take her place as the new Sound and Tech
Coordinator. I am excited to report that we have some new members joining the team, Olivia Johnson, Tristian
McDonald, and Kyle Meacham. Tristian and Olivia help during the first service and Kyle has been helping
Patty run the second service. Our first service team consists of Boyd, Olivia and Edward Johnson, Tristian, and
myself, the second service team consists of Patty, Jay, and Kyle Meacham. The third service team consists of
Mike Jacobson, Colton Pausch and myself serving during the service.
This spring we transitioned into the new fellowship hall for the summer while our building was under
construction. This involved a change in soundboards which the church purchased, the new board is a X32
digital soundboard. This soundboard has helped greatly in the efficiency of running the service, we are able to
have the worship team members run their own monitors and we can run the system off an IPad. The transition
was made very smoothly with the help of Randy McGinnity, who helped set up the system and helped get the
room set acoustically.
The next transition we experienced was the transition into the new sanctuary, this transition was also
done smoothly with the help of Randy. Here we have a new soundboard called a Midas it is also a digital board.
This has been very helpful in the service, so that we can have one person on the ground level running the sound
from the IPad and then another person running the board if needed upstairs. The team has been very grateful for
the new board and how efficient it is in the service. We have also been given the opportunity to use a new light
system which helps set the tone for the time of worship.
Both the children’s ministry and youth ministry also were able to receive new systems for their
ministries. The soundboard from the old sanctuary went to the youth building’s sound system and there has
been a new small system installed for the assembly room in the children’s wing.

We still record the services each Sunday and if you know of someone who would be blessed by the
music as well as the message, we can certainly make a copy for you. Of course, we encourage you to remember
that we are broadcasting the previous week’s sermon at 9:06 a.m. each Sunday morning on 102.3 FM.
Thank you again for your support as a congregation and we hope we can continue to serve you greatly
as we move into this next year.
Sincerely,
Cody Edwards
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Board Reports
Elder Board
In the review of 2017, let’s take a few minutes to reflect on the past year that we have walked together as a
church family, and also let’s also look forward to the New Year ahead.
Our church family has had the opportunity to see the completion of the church expansion. At this time last year,
the exterior of the addition had recently been closed in allowing the inside work to continue over the winter
months. The building committee worked with our general contractor, Gast Construction to keep progressing
each month, and very little time was lost due to weather. Spring brought more of detail view as the rooms
began to take shape and were being finished off. It also became apparent to the thought and consideration that
YHR architects had made in how to blend the two buildings together.
We as a church body had to be flexible as summer came and we moved out of the sanctuary and into the
completed fellowship hall for summer worship services. It required some patience as we worked out the details
of a new space and spent fellowship time between services in the youth building. Again, our building committee
worked alongside the construction companies over the final phases of the building and saw the last details put
into place over summer, including a paved parking lot, covered front entrance with improved access and a
welcoming foyer. Some of the last details completed were the office area, and our staff was patient as they
worked in a shared office space in the youth building for several months.
The result was a compete addition that our church family was able to celebrate and commission in October.
Praise God for the finished project! We are excited with the ability now to use the expanded space and new
features for kingdom work here in Detroit Lakes. So as a church body, the question may be asked well with the
completion of the addition, now what? What does it mean to me, and what does it mean to our collective church
family?
Well with our addition complete, we remain fixed on our vision statement to Bring Glory to God through Real
Hope, Real Victory, Real Worship and Real Relationships. A key way to apply the vision statement at a
personal level is to ask how to grow deeper. This brings up the topic of discipleship… a theme that has been
stirring on the hearts of pastors and elders in the recent months. It is a theme that we will continue to pursue in
our regular meetings and offsite planning retreats in 2018. Discipleship is the act of growing the church through
obedience of His word, changing our local community, and reproducing this devotion in others. Interestingly,
there was a recent article about the basics of discipleship in our denominational publication, Alliance Life.
Check out the January/February 2018 addition for an article by John Soper, in which he highlights several key
aspects of the discipleship process:
-obey his commands so I can follow Him and lead others
-cultivate and feed your personal relationship by staying in His word
-be sensitive to the Holy Spirit and the leading
-consider who God may bring into your life that you can help to grow spiritually
-devote time for prayer at an individual and corporate level
Consider these aspects in the months ahead, and stay tuned to how you can incorporate these ideas and apply
them to your life. One tool that is available to encourage you to spend more time in God’s word is an app that
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the Alliance Life author, John Soper has made available, called The Mission: 119. This app is a daily
opportunity to listen to God’s word and also receive a commentary from John. Find out more at
mission119.org or download the app.
As always, it is our goal as elders to walk alongside and serve the church body. We make ourselves available
to you and strive for open and transparent communication. We work closely with pastors and church staff to
form a unified effort at Community Alliance Church. Please join us to utilize the new space to serve the
kingdom and make disciples as outlined in Matthew 28:19-20: “Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age”.
In Service to Him,
Elders (Tim Martin, Gaylen Peterson, Tom Stolee, Nate Wagoner)

Administrative Board
The Administrative Board for 2017 consisted of Pastor Joel Arndt, Pastor Matt McKenzie, Charlie Okeson
(Trustee), Dale Sandahl (Treasurer), Steve Carlson (Member at Large), Terry Pausch (Deaconess), Tim
Martin (Elder), Kerri Steinert (Secretary) and Dennis Pausch (Deacon & Chair).
This board committed to meeting on a regular monthly basis in 2017. Meetings were held on the
second Tuesday of each month. The purpose of this team was to provide leadership and guidance to the
ministries that function within Community Alliance Church. As a board, we dedicate ourselves to leading in
obedience to God, and being sensitive to His direction as we work through church business.
Some highlights of the past year include the following:
Monthly review of staff reports
· Reviewing salary and benefits for staff
· Approved installation of LED lights in old portion of building
· Approved cleaning of sanctuary chairs
· Approval of lay delegates to General Council
· Approval of various church policies
· Purchase of a church bus
Approval of lay delegates to district conference
Thanks to each of the administrative board members for their time and efforts while serving in this capacity
over the last months. We praise God for guiding us as a team, while working through the details!
Respectfully submitted,
Dennis Pausch
Administrative Board Chair
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Building for Hope
God has been gracious to us these last two years! He has given us a marvelous facility to minister in, and a very
generous and grateful church family that has given above and beyond what was expected.
As a recap, here are the events that have led up to our newly expanded and remodeled building:
Building Campaign started in 4th quarter 2015
In savings before we started: $289,000
Pledged giving commitment: $892,835 (2015 – 2018 Pledges)
2017 Year End BFH Capital Campaign Giving Status: 124% of plan ($830,295)
Total project budget: $2,800,000
Actual spend: $2,690,000*
Loan amount: $1,610,000; Starts April 1, 2018
$3,000/mo was in budget last few years
$10,000/mo will be our loan payment starting April 2018
Giving detail:

Moving forward, it is important to remember that we can’t “take our foot off the gas” into the coming months
and years, in regards to paying down the loan principle. The less interest we pay, the more money is available
for other ministry. For example, just $100/mo extra paid on principle, saves $13,750 in interest over the life of
the loan. The CAC Church family will receive a mailing, two times per year; giving an update, with loan pay-off
status.
Also, we have many ministries that require financial resources in our church, and we cannot be so focused on the
building loan pay-off, that we lose sight of ministering to people – which is why we exist in the first place. It is a
balancing act, and we need to keep our sights on serving our Heavenly Father first and foremost.
In His Service;

Lin Peterson; Building for Hope Campaign Chair
*best estimate as of 1/13/18, there are some unfinished items in discussion with building team, that was not in
the original project. These items include additional landscaping, finalization of old nursery, etc

Deaconesses
Having taken a six month pause as head deaconess from June through December the details I have are limited
but it has been regularly confirmed that the deaconesses were actively involved in serving CAC in a myriad of
ways, starting with the top priority of Prayer.
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 Each prayer request recorded on the connection cards from Sunday services is confidentially prayed for, and
contacted to assure those who are asking that their heart's cry has been heard.
 Prayer is also a focus on Communion Sunday mornings as the deaconesses are included in the group of
servants willing to pray with those coming forward for prayer.
And of course a dedication to the setup of communion for each service once a month is overseen by these
devoted women.
During these last 6 months Judy Punt stepped up to fill the head deaconess role and she did it well! All the
deaconesses agreed that she was a proficient and qualified leader, encouraging prayer and seeking guidance and
wisdom from the Lord.
It was good to step back into the group temporarily during the annual Thanksgiving Basket Project. It is
always a great thing to be involved in. During the 2017 Thanksgiving Basket Project this year 21 families or
individuals were grateful to receive a gift of groceries. They received turkeys, stuffing, potatoes and fruit among
other fixings for a Thanksgiving meal plus other pantry restocking items. The deaconesses enjoyed working
alongside several helpful volunteers including the quilting ladies. In all we were blessed to provide for 51 adults
and 44 children.
And more recently it was good to be back on board at our January deaconess meeting. It is truly a
pleasure to work with these ladies who love this body of Christ.
Respectfully submitted,
Terry Pausch

Deacons
The ministry of the Deacons of CAC is to oversee and serve the church in identifying and helping to meet needs
in the body of Christ. This group of men comes together to serve in very tangible and practical ways and to be
watchful for opportunities to be a blessing. The gauge, when determining acts of service to take on, is not
quantifying the need to warrant the time and effort, but asking God to show us who He intends to bless. The
woodcutting group has shown the community what it means to be a blessing to people and the recipients are
have expressed their appreciation with cards and Thank You’s. It awesome to watch what this group can
accomplish. God gets His work done.
In 2017 the Deacons had many opportunities to come together with other men to serve in a variety of ways, from
helping people move, to working alongside the wood-cutters group providing wood to those who burn wood, to
traveling to the Turtle Mountains Alliance Church in Dunseith, North Dakota, where we had the opportunity to
minister alongside Gary and Jean Dorn, who are the pastoral couple on staff there.

The windstorm this summer gave the team a chance help people in our church and to reach out to others not
currently attending CAC. The woodcutting team from CAC made headlines on TV and represented CAC very
well with new people now attending CAC because of these efforts.
With many of the projects the group often grew to appreciate each other as much as the recipients appreciated
the help. There is something about physically working together that removes barriers and brings men to common
ground.
If joining alongside these men to bless others sounds interesting to you, or you would be interested in future trips
to Dunseith (a return trip in 2018 is planned) we encourage you to pray about joining these men locally or on a
work weekend in the Turtle Mountains. We would be glad to include you in the list of contacts to be informed of
scheduled events.
Dennis Pausch for the 2017 Deacons
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Trustees
Trustees serving in 2017: Tom Boock, Kevin Christianson, Tom Franklin, Bud Gillespie, Kyle Imholte, Dave
Malvick, and Charlie Okeson
This past year was busy for the Trustees as they worked behind the scenes on many occasions, to make sure that
the congregational needs were met during the building project. Preparations for the use of the youth building as a
temporary fellowship hall included laying the stone paver sidewalk, moving and setting up the coffee maker, and
then returning it and making ready for use in the new kitchen. After the move back to the church, the trustees
installed the new appliances, and fixtures in the restrooms. Several hours were spent removing the tile flooring
from the classroom-wing hallway. This resulted in a significant cost savings as well as keeping the move-in date
on target. Outside work included seeding the grass around the water run-off pond. These and other tasks related
to the construction project were accomplished by the trustees as well as many dedicated congregational members
who were eager to share in this service. We are very grateful for those who did not do as was expected, but
beyond. They gave themselves first to The Lord, and then to us as in keeping with God's will. It's a privilege to
be co-laborers in this kingdom work!
Charlie Okeson
Head Trustee

Missions
This past year the good news of Christ traveled across the ocean to Africa, Cambodia, and the Dominican
Republic as thirty-six people from the church participated in short-term missions trips. Some of those
individuals also shared God’s love in the U.S. in the Watts district of Los Angeles, Turtle Mountain Indian
Reservation, and at Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.
Lynne Picker, a Marketplace Missionary serving in China shared about the a school that teaches music, art, and
English to Chinese students. This expression of art oftens opens the door to share the love of Christ the parents
of students. Dave Manfred. the field director for our missionaries in Cambodia spoke during missions
conference. He shared with a numerous groups in the church about what God is doing in Cambodia and how we
can be a part of this work. God also opened the door for Dave to be able to share on TV3, the radio and in an
elementary school.
The missions committee has also had the privilege of meeting and praying with people who are interested in
doing a short-term mission trip and in some cases, assisting them financially.
Respectfully Submitted,
Gary and Lee Ask
Tom and Jill Boock
Kerri Ann Heibel
Tom and Jennifer Olsen
Tony and Jillene Piemonte
Pastor Joel Arndt
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Other Ministry Reports
Freedom Ministries
The message of freedom in Christ continues to be present at Community Alliance Church in a big way despite
my having taken a step back from teaching classes, taking people through the Steps to Freedom, and training
others to serve our church body for a six month period. The message of our identity in Christ and the freedom
that it brings is becoming part of our story at CAC. It is confirmed by bible study leaders, youth, and even
people over coffee speaking of the freedom that comes from believing the truth of who we are in Christ.
As many of you know in June of 2017 I was given the incredible privilege of becoming a part of
Freedom In Christ Ministries leadership at a regional level. Our region is the North Central Region which
includes North and South Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, Michigan and Indiana.
Because of the unknown commitment in time and ask I made a decision to clear my schedule at CAC for a six
month period (except for the one on one Thursday appointments which continued). The six months flew by and
has come to an end. During that time I had the privilege of serving with and getting to know some dedicated
people around the nation who share the passion of discipling others. It is so exciting to see people walk in the
freedom that Christ purchased for them.
So what have I been doing for six months? As the ministry of Freedom In Christ continues to grow and
evolve the ministry associate numbers have increased greatly, from double digit numbers to triple digits in just a
couple years. The need for caring for these dedicated servants has become a large task that is now being
addressed in a regional setting. Since having accepted the Director of Care and Training (CaT) for our region I
am starting to get a glimpse of how this could positively affect the Community Freedom Ministry here at CAC. I
have no doubt that new insight will increase the impact on our body of believers as more precious saints become
committed to sharing this life-changing message. I am excited about the projects and responsibilities ahead of
me, while learning to rely more and more heavily on the Lord.
If this report leaves you with questions about the Freedom In Christ message or stirs something that feels
like you'd like to know more, or perhaps even a desire to become involved, I'd love to answer your questions.
(218)841-8250
A great way to know more is to check out a current class being offered Thursday morning to ladies or
Thursday evenings beginning January 25 called Becoming a Discipler. Another option is the Freedom In Christ
Bible Study that will be a Sunday School class beginning February 25, at 9:30.
In the meantime I will continue to offer the truths of FIC at CAC and serve this body of Christ which is
my home and family. Terry Pausch

Men’s Ministry Activities
Last winter, our men had a great time at the Men’s retreat at Big Sandy Camp. It is very exciting to see that we
already have men signed up to attend the 2018 retreat. There is still time to register!
Men’s ministry is thriving with multiple small groups. Monday mornings in Audubon, Tues and Wednesday
mornings at church and Fridays at the Holiday Inn, men are meeting for devotions and Bible study. There is also
an opportunity for men to fellowship on Mondays at church while the ladies quilt.
Thank you to those that have stepped up into leadership!
One men’s activity that is shared by both the Deacons and men’s ministry is the woodcutters ministry that is led
by Dennis Pausch. This ministry has been a blessing for the men that show up and team together to do the
service projects and also those receiving the ministry of the service projects. . Thank you, Dennis Pausch, for
your servant leadership over that ministry in the past few years!
Pastor Matt McKenzie
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Women’s Ministries
2017 was a great year in building the Women’s Ministry at DLCAC! God certainly showed up in big ways and I
continue to be in awe of all He provides and ways He does it! Alongside the Lord, first and foremost, a Thank
you goes out to so many of YOU for helping guide, mentor and show me how to navigate my role as the new
Director and my journey would not have been as smooth without you!
I believe we met critical goals that were set at the start of the year – to bring women together, empower them to
do great things and allow them to make a difference! As the year started, I hosted a meeting with women who
had been leaders in various areas of WM and we did some brainstorming about what 2017 might look like in the
months ahead. As part of that activity, a survey was put together to help me meet women as well as understand
their strengths and help me discern ways they could “plug into” areas of service within our ministry. Something
new this year was the inception of our Art Nights - What a hit! We hosted 5 or 6 nights with upwards of 55
attendees at one point – opening to families for the events later in the year. A shout out goes to the talented
Anna Lassonde for sharing her gifts of painting and teaching in a way that draws people in to enjoy and
participate!
Early spring was met with an opportunity for women to meet in the homes of either Patty M or Kim S for the
Priscilla Shirer simulcast – what an incredible day of worship, prayer and bonding for those participating. I
know that from that gathering there have been words of encouragement and uplifting texts being sent back and
forth from one of the groups, a beautiful way to once again, weaving women together in a way that empowers
and connects them to Christ!
The summer months brought a host of fellowship opportunities, thanks to the women and families who opened
their homes, gathering to enjoy a cup of coffee and/or meal together. These small, intimate gatherings are where
God can really build relationship and community within the Church. High fives go out to both Steve S and
Stacey T for braving bus trips with the women this summer – one gathering headed south to dinner/Hootenanny
at Fair Hills and the other to Park Rapids for a Mystery Tour including: Summer Hill farms, Jasper Theater and
Dorset for dinner!
Our discipleship and prayer journey with various Women’s Bible studies throughout the year continues to thrive
and be faith-filled! We are always looking for women to lead small groups - our library of curriculum or access
to new and current studies is plentiful! If the Lord is leading you to open your home to host a study or use the
church facility to gather women – please don’t hesitate to reach out! We currently serve women through a
Thursday morning Bible study (approx. 15 winter sessions, 12 fall sessions), offering child care for moms
available to meet during the daytime hours! There are a variety of evening and early morning studies as well –
please keep your eyes open for enrollment periods throughout the year to join us – or hop on in any time! God is
doing amazing work through fellowship and prayer - using the Bible, various curriculum and leaders to meet
women right where they are!
The year rounded out beautifully with a fall mission’s project – God blew my socks off in providing materials
and funding for not only a goal of 30 shoe kits to be sent to Uganda, Africa – but a whopping 63 kits were sent
with an additional $80 going towards medical supplies for Sole Hope! Two dozen folks ranging from 3yr to 80+
attended our mission event, where we cut jean material to outfit children with shoes, in prevention of the jiggers
that plague the African nations. I learned a mighty lesson to never put God in a box – but to allow him to show
up and do as only HE can in mighty ways!! Finally, the cap to 2017 was the gathering of 125 women, DLCAC
attendees, members and guest from various communities, celebrating Christ’s birth with a Christmas Tea/
brunch. Singer/songwriter, Taunya Todd graced the stage – sharing her testimony and story of Christ pursuing
her through the years - in times of uncertainty, joy and hardship and how There is “No Greater Love” than His
love for us!
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My prayer was to gather, empower and help women make a difference in their community and the world – may
we continue to work together with Christ as our focal point to meet each woman where they are, allowing His
love to pour freely and anoint each one with a special touch.
Marcy Henrikson

High Mileage
High Mileage meets the first Tuesday of every month, weather permitting. Our Steering Committee for 218
consists of: Bonnie Trostad (Chairman), Les Heimark (Treasurer), Judy Ford, Rose Ann Hoff, Ken Roberts,
Carol Eckberg, Dale Robins, Rosemary Dent, Dick Duffney and Leatryce Sandman. Members going off the
Steering Committee at the end of 2017 were Esther Bromander and Elmer Yliniemi, thank you for your years of
faithful service. Our average attendance for 2017 was 119 and our average income was $204. Our bus trips
took us to the Trowbridge Creek Zoo, Alpaca Farm, Cornfield Café, Eagle’s Healing Nest and Tutti Fruiti
Kitchen at Sauk Center, Maplewood State Park, and Medora. Thanks to Community Alliance Church for
sharing your building and the wonderful fellowship center where we can enjoy our music, readings, and Bible
Nuggett each month.

Refuge Meals Ministry
Community Alliance Church has been preparing and serving the evening meal on the second Thursday of each
month at the Refuge for six years, beginning in February, 2012. The Refuge was started by Mel and Shirley
Manning and is a Christian Outreach and Resource Center ministering to people in need in our community.
They provide free meals Monday through Friday for lunch, and an evening meal on Thursday and Friday. They
also operate the Compassion House, a Residential Treatment Facility for men, the Helping Hands Thrift Store,
and hold Celebrate Recovery Meetings every Monday evening for people who are overcoming addictions. The
Solid Grounds Coffee Shop and Cafe provide a variety of Burgers, Sandwiches, Soups and Salads. A Women's
Ministry takes place every Tuesday from 4-8 pm and a Chapel Service is held Sunday Mornings at 10:30 am.
Jordell and Hilda Brose with their love of cooking and experience in serving were instrumental in getting the
meal ministry off to a good start. They developed a recipe for meat loaf for that first meal and meat loaf has
become our usual main dish along with real mashed potatoes and gravy, vegetable and homemade desserts
provided by people from our church. Through the years we have prepared and served a variety of other main
dishes including turkey, baked chicken, scalloped potatoes and ham, spaghetti and meat balls, and sloppy joes.
The people have come to expect meat loaf when we serve and being only once a month, they don't get tired of it.
We typically serve 60-70 meals on a Thursday evening. We have had a wide variety of people volunteering to
help cook, serve the meal and bring a dessert and we have also have had several that have been involved with
this ministry almost every month. We have a monthly sign-up sheet on a table in the foyer.
By preparing and serving the evening meal once a month, we are lifting the burden off of Mel and Shirley
Manning and their staff and in turn we become more aware of the ministry of the Refuge to the Detroit Lakes
Community. We proudly wear the aprons with the Community Alliance Name. These aprons were provided for
us by the Quilting Group from our church. Several people have attended our church after seeing our name on
the aprons and visiting with us during the mealtime. Like any small group activity, the Refuge Meal Ministry
has enabled the participants to get to know one another on deeper and more personal level than would be
possible otherwise, and get to know and minister to those who come to share this meal.
The main purpose of the Refuge and those who volunteer in this ministry can be summed up by the Words of
Jesus in Matthew 25:35-36, 40
“For I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you brought Me together with yourselves and welcomed and entertained and lodged Me. I was
naked and you clothed Me, I was sick and you visited Me, I was in
prison and you came to see
Me”……...”Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of Mine, you
did it for Me.”
Mark Nielsen
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