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June Message - “I seen on the internet”
Thank you everyone for making Field Day such a success. We had 250 people in attendance, the most
since in recent years. Everyone who participated whether just attending the events or the speakers or
workers they all did their parts which made the day run smoothly. Please send any of your suggestions
for next year Audrey Gargas so we can add them to our notes to incorporate into next year’s event.
More Field Day Follow-up continued on page 6.

• Upcoming Events
• 100th Anniversary
• Treatment Calendar

Sometimes I think to myself if I hear one more time the words "I seen on the internet" in relation to
beekeeping I do think I will scream.
The things beekeepers, and not just new beekeepers repeat from some “very reliable” sources on the
internet is unbelievable. I think for future classes I teach or am involved with, and the sponsoring organization or group behind the class, that we collectively demand access to all class members internet provider and have the words bees, beekeeping, hives etc. removed from their data bank.
Please do not misunderstand, there are some (excellent) sources of information to be had from knowledgeable people, from all around the world about beekeeping. The problem is, for the beekeeper, to be
able to differentiate between what is accurate/correct/appropriate for you, the beekeepers needs/
desires/results.
And some of the details and particulars researched are out right destructive to the beekeeping enterprise. If you doubt this just look at some information distributed in chat rooms, I never leave comments
in these but if I did more often or not it would be whattttt!
Recently I was told that a certain individual was informed, (via the internet) he should place a queen
excluder over the first deep which was an eight frame box and keep the queen in this way, as she only
needed one eight frame box to lay in. His follow up question was about swarm cells, whatttt!
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LCBA 2018 Upcoming Events and News:
All meetings start at 7 pm at Life Church in Grafton unless specified.
June 18

Next LCBA 100th Anniversary planning meeting.

June 28

Monthly LCBA Executive Meeting

July 13

Next Regular Meeting, Topics: “Getting your honey ready to show at the fair”
which will include how to prep your honey for the fair showing, fair rules and a
review of the quality inspection of honey products for all sellers.

July 21

Bee Event with Kirsten Traynor, The Harrison County Beekeepers Association
would like to invite you and your association members to attend an All-Day beekeeping seminar featuring Dr. Kirsten Traynor July 21, 2018. The seminar will be
held at The Scio U.M. Church, 117 Maple Ave., Scio,Ohio. Cost of the event,
including lunch, is $15 for pre-registration and $20 at the door. Attached is a
word doc with details of the schedule and registration. Please pass this information on to your friends and association members. Kirsten is editor of The
American Bee Journal and author of Simple, Smart Beekeeping and Two Million
Blossoms. She operates Flickerwood Apiaries in Maryland where she produces
artisanal honey, nucs and queens. She has traveled extensively in Western Europe
studying European beekeeping practices. She has worked as a researcher at the
University of Maryland in the lab of Dr. Dennis VanEnglesdorf as part of the Bee
Informed Partnership team. Prior to taking the position of editor of ABJ she
served as editor of Bee World magazine published by the International Bee Research Association We are excited to be able to host this quality event at such a
reasonable cost and would be pleased to have you join us. If you have questions
or desire more information do not hesitate to contact us. Bob Hooker 740-9450189 harrisonbees@gmail.com

Marking Queen Color

“Most bee

stings are the
result of
inattentiveness
on the

beekeepers
part.”

LCBA Video library
Don’t forget about LCBA Video library. Bill Vittori brings the Video library with him to the monthly
meetings so you see what is available. These resources will help you in beekeeping whether you are
new or have been a beekeeper for years. There is a small deposit fee if you borrow them that is
returned when you bring back the videos. Be sure to return them at the next meeting so others can
also view and enjoy them.

2018 Mentoring List - Bee / Class Questions
Remember to “Phone a Friend” if you have questions we have several members willing to mentor.

Debbie Fyda

Ashland

419-869-7042

Bonnie Pierson

North Ridgeville

440-327-4593

Tom Roth

Amherst

440-988-2757

Richard Sprague

Sullivan

440-591-9453

Mike Yuhas

Olmsted Falls / Twp.

440-644-0233

David Zemancik

Medina

330-625-3852
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HARRISON COUNTY
BEEKEEPER’S SEMINAR
9 AM – 5 PM, July 21, 2018
SCIO U.M. CHURCH, SCIO, OH

Featuring

Dr. Kirsten Traynor
Cost (includes lunch)
$15 pre-registration - $20 for walk-ins
Deadline for mail in pre-registration is July 14, 2018
Space may be limited, so register early
SCHEDULE:
9:00 AM

- WELCOME & INTRODUCTION - Mike Shepperson, HCBA Pres.

9:15 - 10:15 - THE HEATHY HIVE - Kirsten
10:15 - 10:30 - BREAK

10:30 - 11:30 - EASY QUEEN INTRODUCTION - Kirsten
11:30 - 12:30 - LUNCH
12:30 - 1:30 - WINTER PREPARATION - Kirsten
1:30 - 1:45 - BREAK
1:45 - 2:45 - HALTING THE UNSTOPPABLE SWARM - Kirsten

2:45 - 3:00 - BREAK
3:00 - 4:00 - VARROA: BIOLOGY, MANAGEMENT & CONTROL - Kirsten
4:00 - 5:00 - IN THE APIARY – Demo & Comparison of Varroa Monitoring Techniques
(Bring your veil)

TO REGISTER: Clip the coupon or send the information below and check to: Mary Hooker, 86724
Keyser Rd., Cadiz, OH 43907, 740-945-0189
Make checks payable to Harrison County Beekeepers Association
__________________________________________
Name ___________________________

Email ____________________________________

Address _________________________________________ Phone _____________________
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How to recognize a nectar dearth
“How can I recognize a nectar death?” is a common newbee question and a hard one to answer. I
think most experienced beekeepers know which plants are in flower in any season, which bloom
follows another, and how long each lasts. They are attuned to variations in the weather from year to
year, and they know if things are early or late.
Here in the coastal Pacific Northwest, we can expect the summer dearth to follow the blackberry
bloom—an event that coincides with the beginning of the dry season. But if you dropped me in the
middle of Texas, Alberta, or Kentucky tomorrow afternoon, I wouldn’t know the plants, the weather patterns, or the rhythm of the seasons.
Also “dearth” will mean different things, depending on where you live. The dictionary defines dearth
as “a scarcity or lack of something”—a definition with some wiggle room. A nectar dearth in some
areas means there is a lot less forage than before; in other areas, it means nearly a complete absence
of nectar. Again, the local people know what they mean, but it is hard for a complete stranger (or
neophyte) to understand.
But no matter how you define dearth, the bees know the real status of the nectar flow. Honey bees
behave in distinctly different ways when nectar shortages occur, so that is the surest way to recognize a dearth. No doubt, different beekeepers will notice different behavior changes, and not all bees
in all places will behave the same. Nevertheless, below is a list of behaviors I have noticed over a
number of years. Just remember that your list may be different.
One of the first things I notice is sound. The hives seem louder, almost like they’ve been disturbed.
Many bees may mill around the outside of the hive, in some ways resembling an impending swarm.
You will often see honey bees on flowers they normally avoid. Not just honey bees but others, such
as bumble bees, are suddenly trying new foods—eating their spinach, so to speak.
Bees will sometimes re-sample flowers. That is, they go back to a flower they already tried once and
try it again. This is rarely seen during a good flow.
Robbing and fighting may occur. You may see a tussle on your alighting board or dead bees on the
ground in front of the hive.
Your bees may get more defensive toward you. The bees that seemed so gentle up till now, may
suddenly display impatience with the beekeeper.
Dumpster diving. One day I harvested Ross Rounds and left the wet supers outside on the picnic
table for a few minutes. The minutes quickly turned into an hour and when I returned, I discovered
the supers hidden by a brown and pulsating mass of bodies.
Bees alight in odd places. This morning I saw some on the side of the house, one crawling up my
water bottle, a few loitering in the bed of the truck. Some may crawl around on blades of grass beneath the hive or settle on the hive stand or lid. Bees with no place to forage can’t complete their
main mission. They may act displaced, bored, or bee-wildered.
Similarly, bees will investigate promising smells. They may check out your bee suit, your hive tool, or
you—especially if you use scented products. They check out anything that may contain a drop of
nectar, even the odor of barbecue sauce.
Flying low. During a dearth, my bees often dash, dart, swoop, and dive around the yard. They perform close-up fly-bys—not aggressively, but curiously. They are loud because they are close, inspecting and hunting. During a nectar flow, honey
bees fire out of the hive like bullets. They know
where they are going and what to do. But bees
in a dearth mill around, looking for a place to
go and something to do.
For the reasons above, my bees become visible
from the house. During a nectar flow, I never
see my bees from the house because of their
foraging patterns. But during a dearth, I can
often see them fly by when I look out the windows or open a door.
How about you? Have you noticed something
different that warns you of a nectar dearth? If
so, please let us know.
Before the coming nectar dearth, a honey bee takes
Rusty
advantage of the last of the blackberries. © Rusty
HoneyBeeSuite
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Winners from Field Day
Mini Nuc Bee Hive
10 Frame Bee Hive
Hive Cart
50/50 Raffle of $233

Rochell Coffman
Kym Lucas
Don Brown
Erin Raventree

Guessing Games
Weight of the honey 16.55 lbs.

Elmer Miller with a guess
of 17.56 lbs.

Thank you John Schick for donating the honey and QRC for donating the
honey bee drink dispenser.
Weight of the wax candle 17.91 lbs.

Levi S. Miller

A Special Thank You
Thank you to Queen Right Colonies for donating all of the wonderful
door prizes, including frames, drone frames, smoker, frame grips, hive
tools, bee brushes, queen cups, queen rack, bee food, smoker starter,
queen tools, drone frames, pail feeders, front hive feeders and much,
much more!
Thank you for your continued support of Lorain County Beekeepers
Association.
To anyone who was a volunteer and for the first time, thank you for stepping up. This is a big vast undertaking and for years LCBA and QRC have
worked hard to make it as smooth and easy as possible, and I can tell you
it has come a long, long way! As it should. With all the anniversary talk
lately lets not forget next year is the 25th year for field day and tbe,100th
for LCBA.
Our organization hosted a whole lot of people from just about everywhere, All areas were so well managed...
Lots of fresh coffee and donuts......
Speakers were the best an organization can offer
Entertainment, Food, Happy people, Smiles, Parking
Tables/chairs/trash/cleanup....
Audio/visual, Booth /tables, door prizes ,contests...great !
No injury or accidents
No one could ask for more.
We are thankful...
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QRC recommended treatment calendar for June/July
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To Promote Beekeeping through Education, Cooperation, or any other Efficient Means.

LORAIN COUNTY
BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION

Covering and located in Lorain County, Ohio. LCBA was founded in 1919 as a non-profit organization committed to educating the public about the value of honeybees and the impact
honeybees have on our world. We provide educational appearances upon request for schools
and other groups. LCBA encourages and mentors beginning beekeepers through scholarship
programs for students and adult education.
Monthly Meetings

For Membership Mail to:
LCBA Membership
c/o Gargas
2410 Brook Haven Lane
Hinckley, OH 44233
Newsletter Submissions/
Questions
Email: BuzzzzEditor@gmail.com

When:

2nd Friday of the month. Beginning at 7:00 p.m. until
9:30 p.m.

Where: Life Church (Google Maps Link)
1033 Elm Street

Classifieds
Nucleus (NUC) Beehives
Taking orders now for five Frame Nucs. Available first week of April.
$180 per Nuc. No deposit required. Cash check or card at time of
pickup. No frame or equipment exchange. All Nucs come in plastic
coated cardboard boxes. Contact Morris Hinton 440-281-2688 for
details” Hinton Apiaries (hintonapiary1@gmail.com)
We’re on the Web!
www.loraincountybeekeepers.org

DISCLAIMER: The BUZZZZ places Classified items as a courtesy to paid members of LCBA
and paid ads for non members. The BUZZZZ and LCBA make no promises, warranties, or
representations as to Classifieds and Advertisements and will not be responsible for any
problems incurred from purchasing items placed for advertising in The BUZZZZ. Any items
purchased through these ads are at the purchasers own risk, on an "AS IS" and "AS AVAILABLE" basis and any risk of using is assumed by you; . The BUZZZZ & LCBA.

DID YOU KNOW DONATIONS TO LCBA DEDUCTIBLE
Lorain County Beekeepers Association is now a 501c(3) organization. Any donations made to LCBA
are now tax deductible.

The BUZZZZ Advertising Fees
Members can place classified ads a maximum of four lines (approximately 3/4 inch by 3¾ quarter inch)
for free on a one time basis. If the same ads are placed for more than a month, there will be a fee for
placing the ads. There will also be a fee if ads are larger than the size listed above. Ads will run in the
newsletter which is posted on the LCBA website and emailed to our member circulation and billed
for 12 issues.
Rates for ads are as follows: Provided by customer - * LCBA Officers reserve the right, at their sole
discretion, to change, modify, add, or delete all or portions of ads for content. Terms and Policies
subject to change.
1(Full) page - $25.00 per month/issue
1/2 page ad - $18.00 per month/issue

1/4 page ad - $12.00 per month/issue
1/8 page ad - $10.00 per month/issue

If you have any questions about advertising contact:
Mike Yuhas, 440-644-0233 / buzzzzeditor@gmail.com

