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MEMPHIS ORCHID SOCIETY
2014 CALENDAR
June

06/22

2:00

Sam Tsui
Orchid Inn,
Bloomington, IL

July

07/27

2:00

Mark Reinke with
Marble Branch Orchids

August

08/24

2:00

Unannounced

September

09/28

2:00

Fred Clark

Mini and Compact Cattleyas

October

10/26

2:00

Barry Jones, AOS
Judge

Space Saver Orchids

November

11/23

2:00

Dr. Randy Bayer

Cool Growing Orchids in Growth Chambers

December

12/07

2:00

-

Memphis Orchid Society Holiday Party
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GU
UEST SPEAKE
ER
Sam
S
Tsui
Orchid Inn
n, Blooming
gton, IL
Jun
ne 22, 2014

ogram on “Paarvi Paphs and their culturre”.
Sam will give a pro
Mem
mbers should pre‐order fro
om his website at www.orcchidinus.com no later than
n June 10th and receive a 10% discountt
(and free shippingg).
Sam was born in Hong
H
Kong on
n November 23,
2 1952. He traveled to t he United Staates at the agge of 22 and aattended
Illino
ois State Unive
ersity graduating with a baachelor's degree in compuuter science aand a minor in
n accounting. He has since
e
comp
pleted his MB
BA. While stilll an undergraaduate student, Sam was eemployed by Country Insu
urance and Fin
nancial
Serviices based in Bloomington‐Normal, Illin
nois. After rettiring in Januaary of 2008 frrom Country Insurance an
nd Financial
Serviices as a Senio
or Software Developer
D
in their
t
Informaation Systemss Division, he is now conceentrating full‐ttime on his
orchiid growing bu
usiness.
Sam met Jeanie Ting while stud
dying at the university;
u
Jeaanie is also froom Hong Kon
ng. They were married In May 1983.
He beegan growingg orchids in th
he early 1980
0's, and after trying
t
many ttypes of orchiids, he becam
me a serious
Paph
hiopedilum grrower in 1985
5. In 1990, he
e began hybridizing with P aphiopedilum
ms and contin
nues that worrk today. As
he beecame more involved with
h Paphiopedilums, he startted selling co mmercially in
n 1995 as thee Orchid Inn, ggrowing
orchiids in his base
ement and grreenhouses atttached to hiss house. As tthe business ggrew, in 2004
4, he purchaseed six acres
of property and built his first commercial 6,,000 sq ft gree
enhouse. Cu rrently he maakes over 300
0 crosses prod
ducing 4,000
to 5,0
000 flasks yie
elding 100,000
0 seedlings an
nnually.
b
very active in the orchid world by traveling to sshows, promo
oting sales, and lecturing.
In thee past 15 yeaars, Sam has been
Sam currently fillss orders from around the world
w
and atttends over 200 orchid show
ws / conferencces a year. Hee also does
approximately 20 Paphiopedilu
um programs / lectures to orchid confeerences, socieeties, and groups annually in the USA,
Canaada, Japan, Au
ustralia, and Europe.
E
Overr the past 12 years,
y
he hass judged at the Japan Gran
nd Prix, the world's largest
orchiid show!
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Hybridizing is Sam’s passion. He emphasizes Paphiopedilum species, Brachypetalum, Parvisepalum, and Multifloral
hybrids. He only selects the best, most vigorous parent plants in his collection for breeding / hybridizing and continues
to improve his breeding stock by selecting plants or flasks from his fellow orchid growers that he believes are
outstanding examples of their type.
As a result of Sam’s breeding program, his orchids have been honored with approximately one hundred and eighty‐two
awards (as of May 31st, 2011) from the American Orchid Society, Cymbidium Society of America, and European Orchid
Congress.
His most prestigious awards include nine First Class Certificate (FCC/AOS) awards; three Cultural awards including a 93
points Certificate of Cultural Excellence (CCE/AOS) award; and seven breeder Award of Quality (AQ/AOS) awards. All
these awards are from American Orchid Society.

Memphis Orchid Society
Show Report for 2014
May 16 – 18, 2014
Charles Wilson

The members of the Memphis Orchid Society once again splendidly hosted their 31st annual show and sale 16‐18 May,
2014 at the Memphis Botanic Garden. Fourteen members of the Memphis Orchid Society (Debra Baker, Bayer, Brem,
Detling, Garner, Harwell/Sparks, Kuhnel, Mills, Price, Tipton, Valentine, Watson, Wilson, Young) participated by
providing 84 orchids which were collectively arranged in a 90 sq. ft. exhibit by Charles and Susan Wilson with special
assistance from Andrea Price and Jack Tipton (photo above by Marcus Valentine). The show competition included about
214 orchid entries among 11 exhibitors. Memphis members collectively won 69 ribbons (31 Blue, 22 Red, 16 White)
with nearly every Memphis member receiving at least one ribbon. That is about 82% of Memphis’ entries receiving
ribbons and continues to show how wonderful our members can grow.
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Six trophies were awarded to 3 Memphis members: Debra Baker for Best Cattleya Alliance (Procyclea (syn = Epilaelia)
Little Nuggets ‘Mendenhall’), Kamran Kiani for Best of Art (sculpture of Coelogyne pandurata) and Charles & Susan
Wilson for Best Cattleya Flower (Cattleya Canhamiana), the Sue V. Chappell Memorial Trophy for Best Grown
Dendrobium (Den wassellii ‘Chasus’ CCE/AOS), Best Miscellaneous Genera (Eulophia guineensis) and Best Specimen
Plant (Calanthe Dominyi ‘Chasus’ AM‐CCE/AOS).
There were 30 orchids pulled for special American Orchid Society judging, with 8 of them coming from 4 Memphis
growers (Bayer, Brem, Tipton, Wilson). Nine orchids received AOS awards, with 3 orchid awards to 2 Memphis growers.
Randy Bayer received a 83 point provisional Certificate of Horticultural Merit for his Masdevallia superbiens ‘Forest
Envy’ CHM/AOS (photo below by Marcus Valentine),

and Charles and Susan Wilson received a 92 point Certificate of Cultural Excellence for Calanthe Dominyi ‘Chasus’ AM‐
CCE/AOS and a provisional Certificate of Botanical Recognition for Dendrobium lambii ‘Chasus’ CBR/AOS.
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The Memphis exhibit received a blue ribbon in its class, trophy for Best Society Exhibit, American Orchid Society Show
Trophy and 85 point Silver Certificate, Orchid Digest Trophy, and the Dr. Fenwick Chappell Trophy for Best Society
Exhibit. Congratulations and special thanks to all our members who participated!
In closing, we would like to sincerely thank all the wonderful members of the Memphis Orchid Society who once again
worked so tirelessly, giving so much of their time and of themselves to insure the show is successful. There are so many
of you who do so much it would be impossible to list you all (and not accidentally leave someone out which would be a
big boo‐boo!). We received many compliments on how helpful our members were in loading and unloading – and
especially the cooking! Your generosity and ever helpful happy spirit keeps the energy going! We certainly believe a
good show is a reflection of a good membership – and the Memphis Orchid Society membership reflects about the best!
Thanks! Charles and Susan

The Legend of the Skull and the Orchid

During the Memphis show many members and visitors asked regarding the meaning behind the idea of the skull
overgrown with an orchid in the display. Legend has it that an Australian explorer in the 1800’s was confronted by the
chilling experience of finding a human skull with an orchid growing on it. Newspapers in Europe carried reports about
the skull, creating speculation about the diabolical nature of orchids. The skull, with its orchid attached, were later
auctioned in London.
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Cymbidiums in Memphis

3+

Now is the time to repot the cymbidiums, since the blossom time has finished, and new spikes
haven't formed yet. Those orchidists that haven't had the experience dealing with
cymbidiums are due to have some hard work ahead of them. Cymbidiums are an orchid
known for the roots to develop to the extent that if they are not repotted before the pot splits,
they will find out that the cymbidium roots will exert enough force on the pot to split it wide
open. The potting medium and growing conditions will determine how soon they must be
repotted.
Note that in the attached photo, the cymbidium was repotted from a bare root shipment 3
years ago to the month. The potting medium is coconut husk chips mixed with agriculture
grade charcoal and diatomite to give up moisture more slowly. It is evident that the
cymbidium became root bound, with the pot being quite difficult to work off the roots without
damaging the plant. If the orchid was to be split up into several smaller divisions, it would be
necessary to comb out the roots with your fingers to minimize the root damage, trim the roots
to about a 6 inch length, and repot as necessary.
Without splitting the orchid into several divisions, I prefer to wash out the old decomposed
potting material as much as possible without tearing up the roots. This was demonstrated to
me at the Santa Barbara International Orchid Show a few years ago. The photo shows how
much of a problem it would be to comb out the roots for replanting if it was desired to split
the orchid.
Eric Kuhnel (ericfishing@hotmail.com)
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MOS Announcements:
Fertilizer is still available at $4.00 per bag; 10 bags left.

If you would like a Memphis Orchid Society Name Tag, the cost is $8.00 for a pin tag and
$10.00 for a magnet tag.

2014 MOS REFRESHMENT VOLUNTEERS
DATE

SWEETS

January 26
February 23
March 23
April 27
May
June 22
July 27
August 24
September 28
October 26
November 23
December 7

Nancy Detling
Forrest Brem
Mark Mills
David Potts

SAVORIES

DRINKS

Debra Baker
Randy Bayer
George Bond
Doug Mallory
Mark Mills
Annette Mautz
Chuck Pintner
Leanne Burton
MOS Show – No regular meeting
Susan and Eric Kuhnel
Forrest Brem
Don & Rory Theeuwes
Roberta & Jim Price
Roberta & Jim Price
Adrian Giles
Laura & Elizabeth Carter
OPEN
Judy Holzer
Susan Wilson
Barbara Baker
Fenwick Chappel
OPEN
Ronnie & Susan Young
Andy Nguyen
Beverly Tipton
Paul & Melissa Gamer
Rory Theeuwes
Holiday Party

Orchid Sling Order
For those members who did not get a chance at the show to purchase any of the Orchid Slings (adjustable pot hangers
made from flexible cable), Debra Baker will be putting together a group order. Please place and pay in advance for your
order at the June meeting.
Below are the prices for various sizes. With a total order of 10 or more, we will be able to deduct $1.00 per sling.
Sizes are
Small
7.00
Medium 8.00
Large
9.00
X‐tra Large 10.99
Can also make them in xtra‐small 6.00
For measurement purposes, given the same sized pot, each size will vary in drop (hook to noose) by 3 inches.
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