Our overarching question since Easter has been, 


“What is necessary.”  

This text begs to be preached on as a whole, 


as we are focusing on the concluding lines 



to the greatest story ever told 



and the most concise telling of the gospel.  

You probably have heard multiple sermons on it, 


as it was a text Jan, 


Meredith, 


and Sheryl all preached on.  

We did a 7 week Bible Study on it 


that I would commend to anyone 



who has not done worked through the Prodigal God.  

But today, 


we are going to focus on just verses 31 and 32.  

For it is in verse 32 


that the Father tells his eldest son, 



the one who had done everything 



viewing himself as a slave to his Father, 


that they must celebrate and rejoice.

The question is, 


why is that necessary? 


 Why must we celebrate and rejoice, 



when someone is dead, 




but is now alive again?  



When they were lost, 




but now they are found?  

This is a good thing, 

a heart warming thing.  


But is it on the same level of necessity 



as Jesus being in his Father's house, 




or being betrayed, 




suffering, 




being killed, 




and three days later being raised to life again.  

That is what Jesus is putting this on par with 


as he tells this story.  

So is it really that necessary for celebration and rejoicing to happen?  


What would happen if we did not?

That is what I was pondering 


as I was trying to discern whether or not 



to include this text in this series.  

In our other texts, 


it has Jesus saying it directly as his own words.  

In this setting, 


it is the Father saying it to his upset older son



 concerning his younger, 



rebellious brother who has come back.  

But we have had experience with Jesus saying more through parables 


than he does in just giving commands.  



So it made the list.  

If we take it in context of all of chapter 15, 


we hear it as the answer to the Pharisee's complaining in verse 2, 



“This man welcomes sinners 



and eats with them.”  

To which, 


after telling parables about a lost sheep, 


a lost coin, 


and one of two lost sons all being found, 



we hear, 




“It is necessary to celebrate and rejoice 





because of God's great reversal in this boys' life.”

So why is this celebration and rejoicing necessary?  


As I continue to repeat what sound like synonyms, t



here is a reason I am not just using one term. 


 That is because celebrate is an outward celebration 


and rejoicing is an inward reaction.  

In order for either of them to be full, 


both the inward 


and outward experiences must be present.  

The older brother was there in the midst of a great celebration, 


but there was no inward joy.  

If he would have gone in, 


he would have been what we call in the business, 



“a party pooper.”  


It's a technical term.  

If we have inward joy, 


but don't have a party to celebrate it, 



the joy isn't fully realized. 


During March Madness, 



we watched Gonzaga's games, 




but I have tried to do so from an arm's length.  




Lisa does not.  




So when they made a buzzer beater, 





she went running and jumping out of the room.  





While I was calmly trying to stifle it in, 






I heard myself shout aloud in amazement.  





I then found myself listening to the moment over and over 






for the next couple of days, 







until the madness ended.  

Joy and celebration are necessary together. 


 Hence the struggle during lockdowns with birthdays and anniversaries.  



It was hard to be joyful with the same excitement, 



with out the same celebrations.  

A great quote I read this week was, 


“To not celebrate is 



“to fail to meet generosity with gratitude.”  

This helped lead me to why this was one of the pieces 


that Jesus said was necessary.  

In the majority of the other texts about what is necessary, 


Jesus does the heavy lifting.  

In the parable, 


the father again does all the hard work, 



but if we do not respond to the work the father has done, 




we are just as lost. 

 Jesus was warning the Pharisee's, 


who like the older son, 



had been hard at work keeping the law 




so that they could be in relationship with God.  

They were after righteousness.  

The younger brother represented sensual pleasure, 


which they had forsook.  

But Jesus is trying to get them to see 


that neither way is his way.  

We need to not only repent of our sensual pleasure 


seeking it as a idol to be worshipped, 

but need to repent of our reasons for doing anything right.  


Because those are their own idol.  

We see this in how the brother is consumed and angry at his father 


for having a party for his brother.  

He was so caught up in keeping the law, 


that he was not able to see what the purpose of the law was for.  



For bringing sinner to repentance 



and dependence upon God.

Many of us are in the older brother category.  


We followed the recommendations of the CDC.  



I did not have anyone call and complain to me 




when we stopped having worship in person.  



There was no demand that we worship no matter what.  




We did what we were supposed to do, 





because it was a way of loving our neighbor.  

But my heart did not always remain there.  


I caught myself a few dozen times 



questioning the behavior of others, 




checking my flow chart of who is 




and is not family in town, 





should they be hanging out together?  

But this “life of ethical strictness 


failed to give the human heart what it was seeking,” 



to quote Kirkegaard.  

This parable illustrates that, 


when the son complains about not having a fattened calf 



to ever party with.  

The father responds, 


“My beloved son, 



everything I have is yours.”  

What the older son was longing for 


was the freedom that he sees the younger brother experiencing.  

The thing preventing him from having it, 


as the father points out, 



is not the father, 



but the son's view of the world. 

 Instead of his father being loving and generous, 


at this point in his life, 



the older son has come to view himself as a slave to his father 



instead of a son and heir.  


He is working for something that he will never be able to earn, 



his father's love.

It is important, 


as that sinks in 



to note why he can't earn the love.  

You can't earn 


or buy something that is freely given.  

In the religious life, 


“You obey,



 therefore you are accepted.”  

The episode with the younger brother makes clear the gospel life.  


“I am accepted by God, 



through the work of Jesus Christ, 


therefore I obey.”  

Both have obedience, 

both have acceptance by God.  


But order definitely matters.  

We respond to God's love, 


just as the younger son did.  

He found himself with a robe, 

ring, 

and shoes, 


before he even got to his speech of repentance.  

If we take this parable as a statistic, 


we would conclude that 50% of us operate as religious people, 


while 50 % approach it aesthetically 



enjoying life as it comes to us.  

Neither approach brings us into the father's great banquet.  


They have a 0% success rate.

Accepting the Father's work for us 


in the person of Jesus Christ, 

and obeying 


because we are accepted by God 



has a 100% success rate. 

Now if we are accepting the Father's work, 


what will we find ourselves doing?  



Rejoicing 



and celebrating when what was dead 




is now alive, 



when what as lost 




is now found.  

We will rejoice when this happens to others, 


because if we do not, 



we will soon find 


that it is not happening to us.

We rejoice and celebrate 


when we know something we did not earn 



is given to us.  

Hence Lisa's excitement on a half-court buzzer beater.  


The game should have gone into overtime.  

What should be our excitement 


when someone discovers God's great love for them 



and comes to worship. 


 I know some of you might have been overwhelmed upon your first visit, 



everyone trying to talk with you.  

But that is part of our external celebration of the joy we are expressing 


as God is at work in others lives.

As part of our offering lately, 


we have been sharing where we have seen God at work.  


This is meeting God's generosity 



with gratitude. 

 If we are not celebrating this often, 


then we are becoming like the elder son.  



“Yeah, I got a job, 




but I put in the hard work, 




filled out the application, 




made the connections.”  “



Yeah, I have lots of friends, 




but I was the one who helped them out, 




listened to them when they were struggling, 




and prepared meals for them.”  



The list continues for all of the things we enjoy.  


It is an incorrect position.  


It is the eldest son position.  

When our eyes are opened, 


like the younger son's were, 

we realize that all we have 


comes from the Father. 

The elder brother knew that he had these things coming to him, 


but did not feel like he had access to them now.  

To see them being used now, 


felt like it was being stolen from his future self.  

This is a trap.  

It is a trap 


that is part of American culture,



 “Save for retirement.” 

This thinking prevents us from realizing 


that we have all of these gifts available to us now.

We have just been through a period of history 


where everyone had a lot of time, 



but not the ability to do whatever they wanted.  

Before that, 


many had the money, 



but not the time.  

At least that is what we told ourselves.  

But imagine if we saw the whole world as a gift from the Father.  


If we really listened to our heart's passions 



and followed them in obedience to our Father.  


We blessed those around us with our time, 


talents, 


and gifts, 



not to earn God's favor, 



but in response to God's favor.  

We would find ourselves feasting on fattened calves 


or the balanced diet equivalent 



each night.  

We would be celebrating more and more.  


Not just because we are seeing what God is doing in our life, 

but the type of life we would be living is so contagious, 


others would desire to live it too 



and be transformed.  

This is why the early church grew so rapidly. 


 Righteousness and bliss met through Jesus.

It is necessary for this to happen, 


otherwise the church does not grow, 


the kingdom does not grow, 


the work that Jesus did on the cross 



ends up being for no one, 




because no one is living the life that Jesus died for.  

But if we celebrate each and every time that one who is lost is found, 


when a part of our life that was dead 



is alive again,


 our world will be transformed.

