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Week Without Violence

This year we organized the Week Without Violence from October 18th-24th through our Facebook and our other
social media accounts. We reached over 30,000 people through our Facebook posts during that week.
We shared one survivor’s story throughout the week with videos.

“Telling my story and having people know my story only makes me stronger.” – BreAnna,
Survivor

We also highlighted some of our current and past board members through their testimonials, posted some information to help educate people on domestic violence, and paid tribute and honored some wonderful women
whose lives we lost due to domestic violence.
One of the women we honored was Megan Cameron, who tragically lost her life on May 17th, 2018 due to domestic violence.

“Megan was such an important part of our lives. Her family and friends use the phrase
"What would Megan do?" So to share her story is something I think would make her
proud of us, and to bring awareness for victims and their families because that is what Megan would do.” - Megan’s Family.

This is the first year in 23 years that we were not able to hold our annual Candlelight Vigil to raise awareness, to
celebrate survivors and to remember those who have lost their lives suffering at the hands of someone who
should have loved and cared for them. Domestic Violence is prevalent in every community, and it is important
that we use our voices to raise awareness.

“Celebrating Survivors through their own words is an incredible way to raise awareness,
educate and is so empowering. At the same time remembering and honoring those whose
lives we lost can feel very heavy. Domestic Violence Awareness Month is so important. It
helps us peel back, remember and understand the importance and seriousness of our
work”. - Suzanne Smith, Executive Director.

BreAnna and her twin girls

Kylie Cordes, Our board president

Megan Cameron
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Festival of Hope
The Bridge’s Annual Festival of Hope Silent Auction will be
held online again this year from November 25th through December 6th . We are excited to offer a getaway at a
cabin in Estes Park, season tickets to Creighton
Men’s & Women’s Basketball, Men’s Soccer, and Volleyball, as well as holiday items and so much
more. The Festival of Hope Offers Holiday Shopping to
Support Survivors of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. Put it on your calendar and watch for more details to
come. If you are interested in more information about the
event or would like to donate a silent auction item please
contact Suzanne Smith, executive director, at
suzannes@bridgefromviolence.com or 402-721-4340.

Day of Unity
The Bridge celebrated the Day of Unity on October
16th. We as a staff wore purple and asked our supporters, through social media, to also wear purple. It
was a successful day and we are so thankful to have
so many amazing supporters from all different places. The color purple is a unifying symbol of courage,
survival, honor, and of our dedication to ending domestic violence. Together we can make an impact.

The Bridge Staff

Board of Directors

Suzanne Smith, Executive Director

Kiley Cordes, President
Jason Harnisch, Past President
Vickie Cameron, Vice President
Marcey Darmento, Treasurer
Kylee Stanley M.D., Secretary
Alisa Brunsing
Cindy Hermansen
Becky Novacek
Pam Thomsen
Becky Von Seggern

Jody Bykerk, Shelter Program Manger
Stacey Lichtenberg, Community Education Coordinator
Jody Koziol, Washington Outreach Coordinator
Jennifer Thomason, Criminal Justice Advocate
Kylie Kampschneider, Sexual Assault/Criminal Justice Advocate
Mattiah Keenan, Office Outreach Coordinator
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CAN’T MAKE IT TO
THE STORE?

Incredible Donations
The following names are of those who donated to
The Bridge between the dates of October 1– October 27. We regret the accidental omission of
any donor. Thank you for your donation and continued support; we could not do it without you!

We have a digital wish list where you
can shop straight from your phone or
computer. It will ship straight to our office when you order.
Shop our digital wish list at:

Barb Hevlin

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/28TCU
E15T9II9/ref=smi_ext_lnk_lcl_cl

Brittnee Cook
Carolyn Nordstrom
Cindi & Mike Brass

Rotary Club

Darlene Prokop
Debby Durham
Diane Braun
Emmaus Lutheran Church
First Lutheran Church
Franciscan Healthcare
Jennifer Watzke– In Honor of Emily Brown’s Birthday
Jeremy Rehwaldt
Karen Burns
Kiels Barbershop
Lynette Kaup
Maribeth Losee
Methodist Fremont Health
Peace Lutheran Church
Pop-n-Doc’s Decatur Marina
Sinai Lutheran Church
The Alvin and Marie Schulz Fund– InFaith Community Foundation
Virginia Pullen
Wholestone Farms

The Bridge received a donation from The Rotary
Club, which included 25 supply bags, cell phones,
gas gift cards, and local grocery store gift cards.
The supply bags have enough food and utensils for
a whole family. It’s been very helpful to have a bag
ready to go that we can give to a family when they
are being placed in shelter. Also with so many services only available by phone, or online now its
been really helpful to be able to provide victims
with their own cell phone. We greatly appreciate
the generous
donation from
the Rotary
Club. These
donations will,
and already
are, helping so
many people.

Needs List
Microwavable meals (Mac ‘n’
Cheese, Ravioli, etc)
Individual wrapped snacks
Fast Food gift cards
Peanut Butter
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Jelly
Granola Bars
Copy Paper
Laundry Soap
Lysol Spray

24

HOUR

CRISIS

LINE:

1-888-721-4340

The Bridge Services
24-Hr Crisis Line: 1-888-721-4340 or 1-402-727-7777,
Crisis Intervention, Emergency/Temporary Shelter,
Support Groups for Women and Children, Medical and
Legal Referrals, Criminal Justice Advocacy, Public Education and Awareness.
Victim services are free, confidential, and available in Spanish.
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram to see what else we’re up to!

Women’s Support Group
Fremont - Women’s Support Group in English will be
starting back up on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. It will be a
virtual support group.
Women’s Support Group in Spanish, and Children’s
Rainbow Days Group are still currently not active.

Find us online @
www.BridgeFromViolence.com

Volunteer at The Bridge
The volunteer rate remained steady as over 77 million Americans
volunteered hours last year. Those who volunteer enrich our community and keep our nation strong. Volunteering goes beyond helping
other people. Studies have shown that the volunteers themselves
benefit, whether through increased job prospects, better health, or
even better overall well-being. Nebraska rates 7th highest in
volunteer rate, with 34.6% of Nebraskans volunteering their time.
We respond to nearly 4,000 crisis calls each year. If you or
someone you know would like to get more involved with
The Bridge, please encourage them to contact us
(402-721-4340 or email: info@bridgefromviolence.com)
to learn more about volunteer opportunities.

LEAVING A LEGACY

A thoughtful planned gift can become
a beautiful legacy you leave to The
Bridge and to the victims of abuse
who come through our doors for
years to come. Bequests, Charitable
Gift Annuities, Charitable Remainder
Trusts and Charitable Lead Trusts
are a few of the many avenues you
may consider for continual support.
An attorney can help you decide
which option best fits your personal
needs and financial circumstances.
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