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Pastor’s Chatter:
(Reflections gleaned from Adam Hamilton’s
book, “Living Unafraid”) — When the early
Christians looked at the story of Noah and the
ark in the Old Testament, they saw the ark as
a metaphor for the church. The church, in
their view, was a kind of ship through which
God provided shelter and salvation for the
human race. They saw Jesus as the captain
and taught that believers come to the ship, passing through the
water of baptism, and ultimately finding safety and respite from
the storm. (This imagery was so important that the place where
the congregation sits in a church came to be known as the “nave”
from the Latin “navis,” which means ship.)

Prepared Especially For:

I want you to notice something important from the story of Noah
and the ark — when the floodwaters rose, God was with Noah and
his family and they had each other, too. Often when the
floodwaters rise in our lives, we often try to go at it alone. But
the church was intended to be an instrument through which God
carries us, speaks to us, and delivers us (much like the ark did for
Noah and his family). We need the church like Noah needed the
ark. The church is our extended family of believers who are there
to nurture, support, encourage, and embrace us with God’s love.
I pray that our church at Trinity will always be a place where
you can find comfort, help, and companionship when the
storms of life come your way.

EACH SUNDAY
THE TRADITIONAL
WORSHIP SERVICE
10:30 am
CHECK OUT our
Website (updated daily):
www.trinitytoday.org

Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8:30am - 3:30pm
Email: trinityucc@trucc.net

Web: www.trinitytoday.org

SERMON VIDEOS are
uploaded each week to
our YouTube Channel,
Facebook, and Website!

O Lord, when troubles come and the floodwaters rise in our lives,
help us to find safety in your lifeboat, the church. When all is well
in our lives, help us to hear your call, as part of the ship’s crew, to
rescue those tossed and turned by life’s storms. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.
I want to say a special “THANK YOU” to Jessica Spain and all the
volunteers who assisted with our wonderful Vacation Bible School
at the end of July. Our VBS theme this year was “Passport to
Peace” and we had approximately 27 to 38 kids involved each
night. I was privileged to visit, eat with, and participate with the
kids attending — it was a spectacular time. The kids thoroughly
enjoyed themselves, wanted to be there, and invited others to join
them. Without all of you as volunteers, we could not have had
the wonderful experience enjoyed by all. Thank you—for
decorating, preparing and serving the meals, doing the crafts,
leading the science activities, serving refreshments, teaching the
Bible stories, leading recreation, etc. I can hardly wait to
experience next year’s VBS at Trinity, and I think all of the kids
who attended this year would agree with me.
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*LEC, Birthday
Party (Spain)

9:30a—Sunday School
10:30a—Worship (with special
guest: Alyssa Lowe Plott)
11:30a—Cookie/Lemonade
Fellowship, Office Foyer

Sun

Rev. Jaha & Ekong Seechang would like to invite you to join
them at their new house in Granite Falls on
Saturday, August 6th at 10:00am!
They are planning to have worship and food on-site and
would really like to share their new place with you! There is
a lake outback for boating and fishing, along with a brand
new front porch for fellowship. The address is: 146 Falls
Ave, Granite Falls, NC 28630. If you’d like to RSVP, please
contact Pastor Jaha at 828-228-2569.
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Mon

YOU ARE INVITED…
… to a very special, Housewarming Party!!

9:30a—Sunday School
10:30a—Worship
11:30a—Consistory Meeting

ALSO PLEASE REMEMBER: Larry Pope, Peggy Wright, Jo Ann Simmons, Sherry Eckard, Jeff Whisenant
*Alvin “Sonny” Arrowood (Amanda Houston’s father)
*Kim Crotts (husband of Debbie Crotts)
*Michael Gantt (son of Charles & Brenda)
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IN ASSISTED-LIVING FACILITIES:
ABERNETHY LAURELS: Joan Williamson (Room 240), Joe Schell (Apt 205)
CONOVER NURSING & REHAB: Pauline Pope (Room 101)
CV ASSISTED LIVING AT ROCK BARN: Mary Crump (Room 114)
GATEWAY IN LENOIR: Pat Roark (Room E-146)
TRINITY VILLAGE: Sarah Hoffman (Room 1009), Bobbie Whisenant (Room 302)
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HOMEBOUND: Diane Loftin, Wanda Sue Ammerman
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RECUPERATING AT HOME: Don Patrick, Duane Alexander, Linda Hill, Martha Sigmon, Virginia Brown,
Margie Reaves, Paul Towery, Rev. Earle Potts

Wed



Tue

HOSPITALIZATIONS: Jack Power (Catawba Valley Medical Center, Room 312)

17

Thu

Remember In Prayer (& with your cards, calls, visits):

9:30a—Hugs &
Stitches Ministry
6p—Sweet Adelines’

Love and Prayers,
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6p—Sweet Adelines’

See you Sunday — and invite someone to join you for Sunday School and Worship.

Rev. Peggy Stout

*10a—House
Warming Service

5
4

Our former Chancel Choir Director, Alyssa Lowe Plott, will be visiting with us on Sunday, August
14th at the 10:30am Worship. She will be singing a solo and joining the choir that Sunday. I hope
you’ll join us in welcoming Alyssa, her husband (Read), and their son (Samuel), as they return for a
visit.

7p—Board of
Christian Ed Mtg.

I would like for us to get back to “a once a month time of fellowship” (cookies and lemonade or
coffee) on Sunday mornings immediately after worship—out under the portico—that way we’re
outside in the open air. I would like to schedule our first fellowship on Sunday, August 14th at
11:30am. This will be a good time to just catch up with old friends and to introduce yourselves to new
folks who may be visiting. I am hoping we can do a monthly fellowship in August, September, and
October. I will be asking different groups in the church to host this monthly fellowship.
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In the Lord’s Service:

Singles:


AUGUST 2022

Our next Singles Outing will be held on Tuesday, August 9th at Jin’s Buffet in Conover.
We will meet at the church at 4:30pm to carpool OR at the restaurant at 5:00pm. Jin’s Buffet
offers delicious Chinese food and fresh sushi! Cost: $10.49/adults—(Psst: Tuesdays are also
“Senior Nights,” so you save 20% if you are 65 or over.) We look forward to seeing you!

Alcolyte: Alonzo Cunningham
Crossbearer: Tommy Simmons
Elder(s) of the Month: Greg Reitzel & Michael Lingle

Spinach-Strawberry Salad with Red Pepper Dressing
(Recipe sent in by Bonye Bowman—from Southern Women’s Magazine)

Flowers

Ingredients: 2 cups water, 1 cup asparagus (cut into 1-inch pieces), 12 cups
fresh spinach, 1/8 tsp kosher salt, 1 pound strawberries (halved or
quartered), 1/2 cup chopped pecans (toasted)

Lay Readers

Liturgists

In a medium saucepan, bring 2 cups water to a boil. Add asparagus; cook 30
seconds. Drain and place in a bowl of ice water to stop the cooking process.
Drain; pat dry. In a large bowl, toss together spinach, 2 tbsp red pepper jelly
dressing (below), and salt. Spoon onto a large serving platter. Top with
asparagus and strawberries, and drizzle with 4 tbsp red pepper jelly
dressing. Sprinkle with pecans. Serve with remaining dressing.
Red Pepper Dressing: 3/4 cup red pepper jelly, 1 tbsp stone-ground mustard,
1 tbsp distilled white vinegar, 1 tbsp water, 1/4 tsp kosher salt, 1 tbsp canola oil
In a small bowl, whisk jelly, mustard, vinegar, 1 tbsp water, and salt until smooth. Whisk in oil.
Serve immediately or cover and refrigerate up to 1 week, whisking again before serving.
Darlene Cook’s Pineapple Cheese Ball
(Recipe sent in by Connie Lingle — “Darlene made this cheese ball every
Christmas to serve her clients during their visit to her shop. She always had a
spread of cheese, crackers, cakes, haystacks, pinwheels, and candles. Darlene
was a wonderful cook, beautician and friend.”)
Ingredients: 2 large packages cream cheese (at room temperature), 1
small can crushed pineapple (drained), 3 tbsp onion minced, 1/2 stalk
celery minced, 1/4 green pepper minced, 2 tbsp seasoned salt, 1 cup
chopped pecans
Mince onion, celery and pepper in food processor—add dry pineapple
and salt and mix well. Blend with cream cheese and form into ball. Roll
in pecans, if desired. Chill and serve with crackers of choice.

Financials:

June YTD
Actual

June YTD
Budget

Difference from
Budget

Envelope Offering

$ 118,829

$ 127,694

-$ 8,865

Investment Income

$ 13,299

$ 12,600

$ 699

Property Support Fund

$ 5,002

$ 6,311

-$ 1,309

Other Income

$ 4,610

$ 1,377

$ 3,233

TOTAL INCOME

$ 141,740

$ 147,982

-$ 6,242

TOTAL SPENDING

$ 135,874

$ 146,504

$ 10,630

Surplus/Deficit (-)*

$ 5,866

$ 1,478

$ 4,388

August 07

August 14

August 21

August 28

Stan & Margie Griffin

Jennifer Lingle

OPEN

Dawn Kilby

Kathy Alexander

Dennis Falder

David Setzer

Hamp Shuford

Jennifer Lingle

Tera Rockett

Becky Setzer

Luana Wright

Annalise Fox (granddaughter of Larry & Martha Fox, daughter of Tony Fox) recently
graduated Magna Cum Laude from Northwest Cabarrus High School’s Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math program. She earned the North Carolina Scholar
award, National Beta Club membership, and STEM Student of Distinction award.
She will be attending NC State University where she will be majoring in Biomedical
Engineering. Congratulations, Annalise!!

What is Happening at Trinity Church?
FROM THE BOARD OF PROPERTY: The History Room has been painted and refurbished and all of
the chairs in the LEC have been cleaned. We hope to have the exterior doors repainted by the end of
the year. If other problems arise, please contact a member of the Board of Property—or fill-out the
request form outside the church office.

FROM THE BROTHERHOOD:
We are looking for helpers to cook (on
Friday, August 12th) and to serve (on
Wednesday, August 17th from 6-10pm and
Thursday, August 18th from 9am-7pm).
We will be collecting donations for canned
drinks until Sunday, August 14th.
Sign-up sheets and a donation box are
available at the back of the Sanctuary!
Please see Tim Lail for more information.

BEREAVEMENT: Thank you for all volunteers who signed-up to make dishes and serve food. Your
help is greatly appreciated. Please keep a look-out for more information. If you’d still like to signup, call the church office as soon as possible.
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01—Check Mills
Stan & Margie Griffin
James & Angela Thomas
02—Owen Jorgensen
Epeang Keovilay
05—Addyson Lingle
Ekong Seechang
Margie Furmage
07—Kelly Barringer
Debbie Crotts
Amanda Steller
08—Russell Rowe
Dawn Wilson
10—Kyle Falder
Jason Herman
Shirley Poovey
12—John & Terra West
14—Betty Curlee
15—Homer Laube
Rev. Earle Potts
16—Shea Maske
Eric Misenheimer

17—Jenny Fox
Bruce Rockett
18—Mabel Lawing
Rodney & Kimberly Lawing
19—Libby Overcash
Rev. Merlin & Adele Batt
20—Logan Thomas
22—Mark Dickerson
Bill & Jeanne Whitmire
23—Nate Misenheimer
24—Everleigh Kilby
JV & Patsy Randall
Kevin & Debbie Spencer
25—Patsy Wells
26—Lori Jenkins
Danna Perkins
27—CJ Jorgensen
28—Sean Kilby
29—LaKeyla Kilby
31—Judy Edwards
Louise Sherrill
Shaimez Poston

Thank You:


THANK YOU for your support, cards, calls, and prayers. It has been a difficult few months, but I feel
nothing but strength and support from all of you at Trinity Church. The shawl from the Hugs & Stitches
group is so beautiful — it is hard to describe and is to truly be treasured. May God bless everyone who
worked on it.
- Donna Griffin Cox



Dear Trinity Reformed UCC Church Family, We would like to THANK YOU for your continued support
of The Corner Table. Because of your generosity, we are able to further our mission in feeding the
hungry of our community. The generous support of your church family makes it possible to put smiles
on the faces of our guests by means of a warm meal.
- Thank you, The Corner Table



THANK YOU for the cards and prayers received recently after the death of my sister-in-law. It is so nice
to be part of such a caring congregation. Thank you for your kindness and support.
- Chris Herman



THANK YOU to the congregation and Reverend Peggy for all the encouragement and support shown
during this time. I appreciate the many cards and calls. It’s certainly comforting to be part of such a
caring church family.
- Don Patrick



Trinity Church Family, THANK YOU for all your prayers, cards, calls, and letters that were sent during
my recent illness. I appreciate them all and am getting better each day.
- Duane Alexander



Praying the Lord blesses your giving heart in abundant measure. THANK YOU for everything, but
especially for the help for my camp costs this summer at John’s River Valley Camp. I had a wonderful
time!
- Love, Izzy (Audrina Holt/Cindy Abel’s granddaughter)
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From the Children’s School:

Phone: 828-464-0057

Summer is in full swing and our children are having a blast learning all about our wonderful world!!
Our summer camps are full of happy things designed to teach children a love of learning, community,
and our heavenly Father. The children really enjoyed their time with Mr. Jeff Whisenant learning all
about our solar system! His visits are always super fun and our teachers learn new things, too!! BIG
THANKS TO YOU, MR. JEFF!!
We have lots of exciting things planned for August!
AUGUST 2-4—Happy Trails!! We will turn our playground into a wonderful nature camp where many
discoveries can be made about our fascinating world. What can you see, smell, and find on a
hike in our camp? What lights up the night? What is that sound? What can we make from
nature? Our kiddos will have so much fun finding out!!
AUGUST 9-11—Cats, Dogs, Fishes, & Frogs: What will your child’s favorite pet be? We will share all
kinds of information about animals from ants to zebras. We will learn what animals would be
good pets and about those that should be in a zoo! Our apprentice vets will learn all about pets
and how to care for them. The children will bring their favorite stuffed animals to school and
our teachers will bring some of their real pets to visit. We will have a field trip to Rescue Ranch
on Thursday!!
AUGUST 16-18: One Last Blast!!
One last blast for Summer, One last blast before Fall
We’ll run in the sun, Feel the heat on our face
Splish splashing cool water, All over the place!!
This will be our wonderful end of summer
celebration with a battery of water activities
and all our favorite activities!!
DO WE LOVE SUMMER?? YESSIRREE!!!
Peace, Grace, & Love,

Cathy & Teachers

Important Information from The Children’s School:
I would like to share with you, the Congregation of Trinity Church, that Cathy Higgins has submitted
her resignation as the Director of The Children’s School of Trinity. Cathy is retiring, after having
served twenty years at our preschool. She has done an outstanding job with our school and has
enjoyed a great relationship with the kids, the parents, and the teachers.
On July 10th the Consistory met and accepted Cathy’s resignation, and on the same day they voted to
hire Tamara Blevins as the new Director of our Children’s School. Tamara has been a teacher at the
preschool for nineteen years and has been Assistant Director for the past seven years, working closely
with Cathy Higgins. Under Mrs. Blevins’ leadership, we look forward to continue building upon the
wonderful school we have at Trinity Church.
Please express your gratitude to Cathy Higgins for her leadership these past twenty years and
congratulate and pray for Tamara Blevins as she begins her new leadership.

Rev. Peggy

