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It must be rough for these two little guys:
looking out at the world, hearing the sounds,
seeing the sights, and smelling the various
odors. Yet they are (dearly loved) housecats,
and though they can observe the outdoors,
they cannot participate in it, and in fact I
doubt they would survive in it.
Easter is a time when many will stop by to
observe a service of Christian worship.
Though not to the same degree as Christmas,
it has become a cultural holiday as well (think
of Easter bunnies, Easter egg hunts, etc.), and
some feel that by coming on these two Sundays, it takes care of “the religion thing” for a
while.
Behind this is a fundamental misunderstanding of what Easter is all about that even some
believers fall prey: that of seeing Easter as an
event that we observe, rather than a resurrection that we participate in. The epistles very clearly state the latter, such as in Ephesians 2:6,
where we read, “And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him [Christ] in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus…”
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Folks Paul is saying, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that this has already happened! It is a
“done deal”, so to speak, for the person that has confessed Jesus as Lord and Savior, not some future event or Christian pipe dream. And notice who does the work here (you guessed it): GOD!!
He sent His Only Son, the atoning sacrifice for sin. He took the initiative to reach a broken and
dying world, not the other way around. He raised us with Christ, at the moment we believed.
All that being said I too have a fallen sin nature to contend with, and like you, I don’t always feel
like praying, reading the Bible, worshipping, or serving. Yet this truth has the power to get me out
of bed, figuratively speaking to raise me from my physical and spiritual slumber, for God has
made me alive with Christ. As it says in Romans 6:9 death no longer has mastery over me, and to
think or act as if it does is not only ludicrous but also sinful!
So what does all this mean to my life? How does it impact the here-and-now? Simply put, it
changes everything my friends, everything. It means that I can no longer claim that “The devil
made me do it”, or “I’m not good enough to serve God; that’s someone else’s job”. It means that
my identity has been changed.

Kevin Hollenbeck
Bruce Partridge
Faith Willhoft

Treasurer:
James Wilson

Financial Secretary:
Ruth Morse

Administrative
Assistant:
Susan Brownell

Building Supervisor:

It’s like the business that we drive by that is dilapidated and run-down, and then a sign goes up in
the window, and things begin to change: “Under New Management”. It means we can begin to
live godly and self-controlled lives, choosing to do good rather than evil, choosing to forgive rather than harbor resentment. It means we have the option to live for God, and this was not one we
ever had before.
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To God alone be the glory, and HAPPY EASTER!! HE IS RISEN!!!
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Here’s some highlights of what’s happening!
(4/13) 7:00 pm - Hosted at Stone Church Presbyterian Church, 7459 South Lake Road, Bergen.
The Community Maundy Thursday worship is a time planned and led by the pastors of Stone Church, Bergen EPC
and Bergen United Methodist Church. It’s a time for us to specifically reflect on Jesus’ love as He serves His
disciples in the hours before His arrest and trial.

(4/14) 7:00 pm - Hosted at Bergen United Methodist Church, 27 South Lake Ave, Bergen. (across the street)
We will reflect in Jesus’ great sacrifice for us during this service that is open to the whole community.

(4/16) 6:30 am - on the water tower hill on Rt. 33 - just west of Rt. 19.
Parking and access to the hill are on Route 33 just west of the Route 19 intersection. Give yourself extra time to
climb the hill to get to the worship area near the cross. Pastor Dave from Bergen UMC is giving the service on the
hill this year. Remember to dress for the walk and the weather.

Following the Sunrise Service on the hill, our church is providing the Easter Breakfast. Feel free to come to
the breakfast even if you miss the service on the hill. Breakfast will begin at approximately 7:15am in the
Fellowship Hall.

The Easter Worship Service begins at 10:30 am
There is no Sunday School on Easter

Tuesdays @ 2
You are welcome to join the small
Bible Study Group, “Tuesdays @ 2”
BUT...
On April 18th the meet at 12:45pm at the
home of Dick and Shirley vonBergen:
6721 Townline Road, Byron.

SENIORS - (55 and older)
Attend the Supper Social at the Gillam-Grant on May 8th
at 5:30 pm and enjoy musical entertainment
provided by the “Harmonious Harps”.
This harp ensemble, led by Roxanne Ziegler, will provide the
musical entertainment for the evening.
Our very own Faith Willhoft is one of the harpists.
You must sign up in advance either by phone
(494-1621) or online at www.gillamgrant.org.

Seward’s Small Group - open to all!
April 25th - 7 pm at the home of
Gordon and Delores Seward;
7641 Maple Ave, Bergen.
Please join them,
there is always room for more!

More highlights of what’s happening!
It has been YEARS since we
have created a professional
pictorial church directory.
Be a part of our upcoming
photography event.
Be yourself. Classic, casual,
musical, sporty, sun - it’s up to you! Make it special!
Each family receives a free 8x10 and a free church directory
for participating! You will also have the opportunity to purchase additional photography yourself, friends and family.
There will be $10 coupons available that day and if you
bring in a non perishable item, you will receive another $5
coupon. But wait, that’s not all!! Seniors, Military and First
Responders will receive an additional 20% discount!
But remember, you DO NOT have to buy anything, but we
need you to participate to make our directory complete. I
have some past directories in my office that I will have
available for people to look at on the picture days. It’s really fun to look back at these old pictures!
So, schedule your appointment online today at
www.bergenepc.com, or on Sundays after church
April 30th - May 21st.

Sewing With a Purpose
Thursday, April 27th, 6 pm - 9 pm.
Join us for a special extended time you can come for as long or as short a time
as you would like. We will be here until 9 pm.
Faith Willhoft will present many embellishment ideas for
the pillowcase dresses that are being sent to Congo.
Get your creative juices flowing and let’s enjoy an
evening of stitching and fellowship together.
What to bring:
Your sewing machine
Basic sewing supplies (scissors, thread, pins, etc.)
Your own personal light, if desired
A heavy extension cord
Any bias tape that you might have.
We will supply irons and cutting areas

It’s SOFTBALL Season!!!
Anyone 12 and older is welcome to play.
The games are on Mondays starting the
middle part of May. We will be having a
few practices beforehand.
Contact Seth McNear
if you are interested or have any questions.
BeccaSeth@hotmail.com

The 30 Hour Famine is coming quickly.
From Friday, April 28th to Saturday, February
29th our teens will be going without food for 30
hours to better understand the hunger millions of
children face every day. The teens will also be
raising money to aid children in need around the
world. Just $40 can help feed and care for a
hungry child for a month! We held this event last
year and raised over $2,000 to help feed starving children around the world. Please consider
donating to one of our teens for this worthy
cause. Our church teens involved include
Brilyn Rebisz, Shawn Merry,
Anastasija Rebisz, Kyle Foeller, and more.

30 Hour Famine:
Babysitting Community Service - 2016

Our next TAG date is May 12th. We will continue
to meet in the teen room upstairs from 6:30-8:30.
Please come and bring a friend!

April Anniversaries
4 - Harvey and Ruthie Morse
12 - Garry and Wendy Hutchurson
16 - Dale and Diane White
23 - Bob and Kathy Cosgrove
24 - Ernest and Sally Thomas

47 Yrs
48 Yrs
29 Yrs
51 Yrs
48 Yrs

May Anniversaries
12 - Mark and Sue Kobel
13 - Joe and Jocelyn Rebisz
23 - Erik and Renee Berggren
23 - Gabe and Elizabeth Minniear
25 - John and Janet Wise
27 - Bruce and Sandy Partridge
29 - David and Sonya Catalino
(For every 5 Yrs. there is a

27 Yrs
17 Yrs
35 Yrs
2 Yrs
43 Yrs
39 Yrs
23 yrs

for extra congratulations)

“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children
and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
~Ephesians 5:1-2

July Birthdays

April Birthdays
2 - Rachel Kobel
9 - Josiah Haas
11 - Cathy Glucksman
13 - Trevor Sheldon
14 - Marty Mucher
14 - Maddie Buckland
18 - Andy Black

18 - Sonya Catalino
21 - Chris Martz
22 - Sean McNear
23 - Julie Foeller
23 - Krysta Stacy
28 - Bev Rogers

May Birthdays
1 - London Aylor
3 - Jean Mucher
8 - Christie McAllister
15 - Richard Saville
19 - Brilyn Rebisz
20 - Cade Rebisz
21 - Barb Fasoldt

23 - Ann Johnson
24 - Helen Hill
24 - Catherine McAllister
24 - James Berggren
24 - Thomas Berggren
30 - Charlie McAdam

If paying with cash, put it
in an envelope with your
name and PMA on it.

Write PMA on the Memo
line of your check.

We need ...
Bible Study at the Gillam Grant
Paul Lattimer is finishing up an 8-week Bible
Study that he held at the Gillam-Grant center.
It was received very well and we would like
to offer another Bible Study at the Center.
If you are interested and feel the “tug” to lead
a Bible Study, please
contact Jean Mucher
and she can help you
get started!
585-356-3323

If you can get ...

Please bring them to the church
and leave them in the foyer.
Thank you!

MISSIONS NEWS
LENTEN OFFERING FOR MISSIONARY ULIANOV (ULI) FERNANDEZ
at Cofradía de Suchitlán, Comala, Colima, Mexico (near Mexico City)

The offering will be part of God’s miracle to build the structure for
worship! Let’s raise the roof for the glory of Christ!!!
During the worship service on Sunday, April 23, we will be contacting Missionary Uli by Skype to announce the total balance of the
Lenten Offering!!
Pictured is a sample of the roof that will be built.

Pastor’s Report
 Along with RE David Hahn, completed shut-in and hospital visitations
 Met with Session, ministry staff, Finance, Worship, Cub Pack leadership committee
 Met with Mayor Anna Marie Barclay (Village of Bergen) to update her on our vision, and particularly some long-range possibilities on the youth side of it
 Taught a new members’ class
 Attended the annual Officers’ & Employees’ Appreciation Dinner
 Participated in EPC-sponsored pastors’ training workshop (March 22-24)
 Officiated the funeral of Ruth Smith, wife of Don Smith, mother of our own Keith Marshall
 Had a great time taking my son and his friend to the Glenn Curtiss Museum in Hammondsport, NY
during his Easter break from school!

Those serving as full time Missionaries: J oseph
Harvey in Impfondo; The Leightons (now stateside);
Uli Fernandez in Mexico; Berti Berhami with Campus
Crusades for Christ in Albania; Mark Randall with
Please Pray for:
CRU; Scott Crosby now in the states but still dealing
Those facing health challenges: Stacie with missions in the Far East, Adrienne Cali with
Bridge, Loretta Miller, Charlene White, Young Life. And Kelsey Hill with Campus Target.
Also keep in prayer John and Elizabeth Gay in Congo.
Ted and Barb Fasoldt, Stu and Ann
Johnson, Bob and Kathy Cosgrove,
David Hahn, Dan Sheldon, Corky and Pat Shaw, Gor- Pastor Michael, Session, Deacons, Youth Leader Joe
Rebisz, Personnel Committee, Nominating Committee,
don Seward, Ron Claus, Nancy Alfes, Charlie KaCE Committee and the many more committees and
tawazi, Ruth Morse’s brother-in-law (Andy), and
ministries that help run the church. Pray for the other
Janice Langdon’s mother (Jo Files).
local churches in our area (and your area too!).
Those fighting cancer: Shir ley Cudney, Ann JohnPresident Donald Trump, his advisors, NYS Governor
son, Dan Forno, Stacy Cline, and John Murray. (2
Andrew Cuomo & all in authority in this state, nation
brain tumors found)
& the world.
Those who have recently lost loved ones: Keith and
Barb Marshall, Todd and Kathy Harmon, David Trapp, Servicemen & Women of the United States, as well
has our Veterans and their families.
Linda Merry and family.

Praises: Praise God for the birth of

Daniel and Kristen Stacy’s son Torin
Lee Stacy, born on March 25th.

The Youth of our church and community.

Happy Easter!
In our last meeting we sent out
13 Subway cards to our college/military “kids”.
We hope these are a blessing to them.
Spring Cheer bags are next on our list of exciting
things that we do along with annual Officer Training
Meeting. I heard that we are going to identify our
strengths; and with that we can better serve you.
As always, if you know of a need in the church that
we can help with, please contact a deacon.
Blessings from the Deacons.
----------------------------------

(Please check the bulletin board for the sign up sheet
for the Meal Ministry. The Deacons coordinate this
ministry that helps families that may need meals due
to an illness or death in the family. We are always
looking for new volunteers.)

A peek at the Church Calendar
APRIL

MAY

12 - Session - 7 pm
13 - Maundy Thursday Service (Stone Church) 7 pm
14 - Good Friday (BUMC) 7 pm
16 - Easter
~ Sunrise Service - Water Tower Hill 6:30 am
~ Easter Breakfast (BEPC) after Sunrise Service
18 - Jones’ small group at the vonBergen’s at 12:45 pm
18 - Foodlink 4:15 pm (volunteers - 3:45 pm)
19 - Worship Committee meeting - 6:45 pm
20 - Scout Pack Meeting - 6:30 pm
22 - Officer Training - 9 am - noon
23 - Adult CE class begins the Book of Jonah
- Rob Willhoft is leading the class.
23 - Skype with Uli during worship service
25 - Seward’s Small Group
27 - Sewing With a Purpose
28-29 - 30 Hour Famine
29 - Young Life Auction 5 pm
28 - 29 - POA Meeting - Bayville, Ohio

2 - Seward’s Small Group - 7 pm
3 - Missions Prayer Group - 6:30 pm
7 - CE Adult Class on Micah begins
- Tom Jones is leading the class
7 - Communion and Food Collection
7 - Fellowship Meeting after church
8 - Young Life Committee meeting - 6:30 pm
9 - Tuesdays @ 2 (Jones’ Small group)
9 - Ministry Staff Meeting - 4 pm
14 - Mother’s Day
16 - Foodlink - 4:15 pm (volunteers - 3:45)
16 - Seward’s Small Group - 7 pm
17 - Worship Committee - 6:45 pm
18 - Worship Choir Rehearsal - 6:30 pm
22 - NEWSLETTER ITEMS DEADLINE
22 - Tuesdays @ 2
22 - Deacons - 7 pm
25 - Sewing With a Purpose
28 - CE Adult class begins Nahum
30 - LIFE TOUCH Photography - 2 pm-9 pm
31 - LIFE TOUCH Photography - 2 pm-9 pm

“Celebrate Christ through fellowship with our church family as we nurture one another in faith.”
Again, many thanks to all who helped with the 3/21/17 Foodlink hot meal event. If you would like to be involved,
the next event is Tuesday 4/18/17. Contact any of the Fellowship team. We often have leftovers, so if you know of
anyone that could use a container of soup, please let us know.
Game Night on 3/25/17 was a fun filled event! We had 28 people of all ages shar ing fellowship over boar d games with
some yummy food. Thanks for all who shared fellowship, food, and games. We plan to do it again-maybe in the fall?
For Coffee Hour, we are still looking for donations of veggies, fruits, and snacks. We have a team of people
to supply baked goods. Many thanks to the bakers in our church family. Again, if you want to donate veggies,
fruits and packaged snacks, please leave them in the kitchen or refrigerator, labelled “For Coffee Hour”.
Our church is hosting the Easter breakfast, Sunday April 16 at 7:30 am, following the Sunrise
service. Garry’s crew of cooks will be serving up a warm and tasty offering of scrambled eggs,
pancakes, and sausages. If you are able to donate a baked good (muffins, coffee cake, etc.),
please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. If you are able to help serve and/or clean up,
please see one of the Fellowship team.
Softball season is coming soon! Our chur ch sponsor s a co-ed softball team open to anyone 12 years and older.
The season runs from May through July (with a few practices in April) with games on Monday evenings. No experience required! Our team plays other church teams in the area. Seth McNear and Bruce Partridge will co-coach.
Please contact either Seth or Bruce if you or someone you know are interested.

Fellowship Team: Dave & June Hahn, Garry & W endy Hutchurson, Jodi Black, Eunie Ely, Helen Hill, Kevin Hollenbeck,
Sandy Partridge, and Diane White. And we are always looking for new members!

Men’s Breakfast Capsule for 3-30-2017
Amazing!!! 14 persons (2 grade school boys, 1 college-age man, 10 adult men [ages 35 to 82] and a lady
(age - unknown but guessing) and a golden lab gathered to eat, fellowship and pray. Charlie (golden lab)
& Pam provided cookies, balloons & cards to celebrate two men’s birthdays!! Another amazing fact two men who had birthdays this week were born on the same date and the same year. No, the men are
not twins. They have different mothers!!! It was an intergenerational group at 6 o’clock in the morning!!!
AMAZING MORNING!!!!

Rob Willhoft prepared and grilled custom omelets. Dave Hahn browned the sausages. Tom Jones set-up
the table. The men discussed possibilities for our next Bible study. The Book of Judges will be opened to
enhance our spiritual balance. Amazing praise - Baby Charlie Katawazi is healing well after the difficult,
complicated surgery last week.
This is a sign to witness the goodness of God! If you go to the church fellowship hall, look up! You will
see a balloon hanging on the peak! The Men’s Breakfast group is SON RISERS!! [Jesus said], “And I,
if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” John 12:32
Amazing morning!!! Rise up and lift Christ! We are SON RISERS!!!
An Observer,
Paul Lattimer

Tatting is “knot” a Lost Art!
Tatting was once called "poor man's lace," because it was less complicated.
You can use a needle or a tool called a shuttle.
It starts with one knot, a simple half-hitch made over a thread with a shuttle or a needle.
It’s pretty incredible the things that can be made with just ONE KNOT.
Items such as doilies, edgings, lanyards, necklaces, earrings, ornaments and more!

On March 30th at Sewing With a Purpose, LouAnn Paulhamus demonstrated the art of tatting.
She does make it look so easy. Neva Lattimore, Pam Patmore, June Hahn, Faith Wilhoft,
Shirley vonBergen, Linda Johnson, Bonnie Dedo from Batavia, and Debbie McAllister
watched in awe as LouAnn seamlessly threw her tatting shuttle to the left and right making
beautiful knots and picots. Pam wins the prize for the most accomplished tatting learner.

Pictured to the left is an
example of what a tatting shuttle looks like.
Pictured to the right is an
example of a lobster
made by tatting.
I love Maine, so I had to
share a lobster picture.
(Susan)

Church Finances
for March 2017
~By Tom Jones
For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give
you a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for me wholeheartedly, you
will find me."
Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NLT)

The giving in March was a blessing from the Lord that brought us back on track after our
two prior low-giving months. March giving was $21,064 - the second highest on record,
and only the second month of giving over $20,000 in the church's history. All bills were
paid, and even though March (and the other months that end quarters) had very high expenses, NO money was needed from the Accumulated Income Fund.
Giving to the PMA continued on a good track, and with the money needed we paid our
quarterly dues to the G.A. and our presbytery.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT – March 2017

