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Joseph Colley
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Parent of a Former
Scholarship Recipient
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Planning for the Future
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Trenton
Middletown

We are proud to sponsor
Movies in the Park
in Middletown.
Be sure to take advantage
of these fun events this
summer.

At the start of 2019 I began my role as President of
worked toward establishing priorities for the next 3 – 4 years.
the Middletown Community Foundation Board of
We identified challenges and embraced opportunities to
Trustees. I follow a long line of dedicated leaders of this
address important issues like school readiness, workforce
fine organization and I’m eager to do my part to help
shortages, job readiness, and economic development.
guide us into the future. One of our very first activities
We don’t presume that we can solve these challenges
in this New Year was to gather in order to plan for the
alone. We believe in establishing partnerships and
future.
collaborations so that we can strengthen our region together.
The Board of Trustees of the Middletown
We hope that our donors are proud of the work that has,
President’s is and will continue to be done for the betterment of the
Community Foundation realizes the importance of
having our fingers on the pulse of the communities we
MESSAGE communities we serve.
serve. The issues and trends that face our neighbors
Patricia Miller Gage We continue to be grateful to those of you who support
should be at the forefront of our efforts. That’s why in
our efforts in so many different ways. Our charge, and one
early January the Foundation held a Strategic Planning
that we take very seriously, is to repay your generosity with
Retreat, a work session of sorts, to discuss the challenges
strategic efforts that will lift
facing our communities and the obstacles that have kept
our community; revitalize our
us from solving these challenges. The information and
community; and be a soft place
feedback gathered at this retreat will form the basis for the
to land for local families who are
Foundation’s new Strategic Plan, which will be a roadmap
hurting.
for the future, utilizing goals and priorities to guide us.
We look forward to sharing
Along with Foundation board and staff, we were
our new strategic plan with
fortunate to have
you throughout the year and
the participation
I look forward to serving this
of numerous
outstanding organization in my
community
new leadership role.
leaders. With
I’d like to invite you to get
more than
involved with the Foundation. You will soon find
40 people
that there is gratification in knowing that you are
discussing
doing your part to enhance the quality of life in
the issues and
the communities we call home.
challenges facing
our region, we

Donor Advised Funds Growing in Popularity

In the world of philanthropy there are a variety of ways that a person can choose to give or invest in an organization. We know that
while tax implications do matter to donors, by and large people give because that’s what their heart is telling them to do. Deciding the
best and most impactful way to invest your money in a charity is as important as the giving. Why is that? Because you can do more
long-term good if you plan carefully.
Currently there is an upward trend toward Donor Advised Funds (DAFs). According to the National Philanthropic Trust’s 2017
Donor Advised Fund Report, DAFs reached a record $23 billion in contributions in 2016, making them the fastest growing vehicle in
philanthropy. A Donor Advised Fund allows donors to make a charitable contribution, receive an immediate tax deduction for the full
amount invested and then recommend grants from the fund over time.
continued on page 3
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Talk to Your Lawyer About Charitable Planning
We all know that we can donate to charity during our lifetimes. But even death
cannot prevent us from continuing to give well into the future. Your favorite
charities can continue to benefit by your generosity, particularly through your
Will or Trust.

Giving to Charity in Your Will or Trust

In your Will or Trust, you can identify a certain sum or percent of money,
specific real estate, or personal property to be given to one or more charities.
“But what if I change my mind?” Fortunately, your attorney can often easily
update your Will or Trust to reflect these changes.

Forming a Charitable Trust

Charitable Trusts are often formed by higher net worth individuals who stand to benefit from
certain tax advantages. If used properly, certain Charitable Trusts allow you to give significantly
more during or after your life, and may minimize costs related to income, gift, and estate taxes.

Forming a Fund with the Middletown Community Foundation (MCF)

If you want your Will or Trust to give to multiple charities or make gifts over a long period of time,
you might inadvertently create unnecessary burdens of time and expense. However, forming a Fund
with MCF can relieve some of those burdens.
A Fund with MCF allows you to leverage MCF’s expertise to distribute your contributions as you
instruct. You pay a very reasonable administrative fee for your Fund, compared to the professional
fees you might otherwise pay to a bank’s trust department, accountant, or attorney for similar
services. Contact MCF to learn more about their Fund options, which include Designated Funds,
Donor Advised Funds, Field of Interest Funds, Fiscal Sponsorships, and Scholarships.

Donor Advised Funds cont.

A donor advised fund offers maximum flexibility. At the Middletown Community Foundation (MCF) the
minimum to start the fund is $10,000 and donors can add to the fund and make grant recommendations from the
fund at any time. Through a Donor Advised Fund, the donor can manage their giving from one account, and support
local, regional and national charitable organizations of their choice. The Foundation handles all the administrative
details for the donor and serves as a knowledgeable resource for information about community needs and
organizations.
In addition to cash contributions, a donor can also give appreciated securities, such as stocks, and avoid paying
Executive
capital gains. This means more of their assets can go toward supporting their favorite charities. As in many cases
Director’s
with Donor Advised Funds, the Fund can also become a family project and one that can be passed down through
generations. Donors can name a successor on the fund, so that future generations can continue a philanthropic
NOTEBOOK
tradition using the same DAF.
Traci Barnett
Mike and Kim Scorti have a Donor Advised Fund with the Middletown Community Foundation, and with it they
continue to do good in the community throughout the year.
“Mike and I believe in the Middletown Community Foundation and all it does for Middletown and the surrounding communities.
Starting a Donor Advised Fund was just one small way to aid MCF in all it does. It was extremely easy to set up and extremely easy to
access. We also like the convenience of having money put aside for donations all in one place and doing it all at one time. It has always been
convenient, but with the new tax laws it is even more helpful.”
One of the other advantages of Donor Advised Funds is that both individuals and businesses can use them. They work the same for both.
I can answer any questions you may have about Donor Advised Funds with the Middletown Community Foundation. You can call me at
513-424-7369 or email me at traci@mcfoundation.org.

Congratulations to the 1 st Quarter Grantees!

Middletown Division of Fire - $5,000 for swift water rescue

training

St. Vincent DePaul - $6,000 to support food pantry, helpline

Review Your Charitable Giving Periodically

and outreach, furniture and supplemental financial assistance

Your circumstances and laws change over time, which is why it is important to review your entire
estate plan with your attorney at least every five years. A review is also recommended following
major life events experienced by you and your family, including birth, death, marriage, divorce, and
the like.

Support to Encourage Low Income Families (SELF)

- $12,000 for community building and home repair project in
Butler County

Butler Soil and Water Conservation District - $1,285 for

Co-Authored by attorneys Dustin Hurley and Joshua Gunsher of Hurley Gunsher, Ltd. Dustin Hurley is a
member of the Board of Trustees for MCF.

augmented reality sandbox for scientific and environmental teaching
					

Willing Workers Community
Outreach Ministry - $1,100 for

These Family Funds Make All the Difference!
• MCF Staff •
Traci Barnett
Executive Director
Amy Berlean
Program Officer
Kristen Mulligan
Finance Officer
JoAnn Wagner
Executive Assistant

The Middletown Community Foundation, and all of the communities we serve, owe a great thanks
to the following funds for making our unrestricted grant making process possible. It is specifically
due to these philanthropic endeavors that the Foundation can award grants four times a year.
For all of the good and noble being done through your generosity, thank you to the following:

Bessie Weatherwax

Russell Weatherwax

PARACHUTE - $3,000 for CASA
Abilities First - $10,000 to pay for training

for teachers to facilitate Music Therapy in the
classroom

Dayton Children’s Hospital - $10,000

Frank & Patricia Myers

for rehab services for Middletown youth, i.e.,
speech, occupational, physical therapy

Hope House - $5,000 for linens, food

Charles & Marian Beck

Lucille Buchanan

Mrs. Joan Davies

Marianne Dorenbusch

Jean Dawson Rainey

B.F. & Louise Sawyer

Etta & David Sebald

Harold Sebald

Thelma & Bill Meyer

Glen Utterback Estate

Patricia Baker

William & Peggy Verity

Middletown Salaried Retirees of Armco

health fairs in Middletown

Arlene Klafter

pantry items

Junior Achievement - $10,000 to help

introduce middle school students to career path discovery and
financial literacy

Middletown Area’s Neediest Youth (MANY) - $5,000 to

support school clothing program

training

MOPS of Middletown the Oaks -

$1,000 for 20 memberships
The deadline for the next grant cycle is
March 1.
Important: If you are an organization
that has received funding from the
Foundation, you are required to file a
follow up evaluation report 9 months
post grant award. Failure to do so will
eliminate your organization from consideration for future grants until
the report has been filed.
For your convenience, there is an evaluation form on the Grants page
of our website that can be filled in online.
Thank you for your compliance with our policies and procedures.

Playgroup Prepares for Preschool.
Preschool Prepares for Kindergarten.
Twins Kamden and Kaiden started playgroup in the fall of 2015. Extremely shy
and quiet, the two year olds spent most of their day clinging to each other and to
their grandmother Candace. Candace takes care of Kamden and Kaiden while their
mom and dad are at work.
“I love taking care of my grandbabies touted Candace but the days can be long with
twin toddlers and finding new and different ways to entertain them was a challenge.”
Candace decided she and the twins needed to venture out. “On the first few visits to
playgroup the boys stayed right by my side and said very little. They mostly watched. They
were very observant. In time,
I noticed that they were getting
more and more comfortable,
moving toward the play stations
and activity tables but they
always kept an eye on me.
I was not sure how they
would adapt but soon
they were running into
playgroup and did not
look back.
Staff was on-site
to help me with an
assessment tool called ASQ
that measured their social skills and key development areas. They also received
a speech and language screening and weekly activities that encouraged language
development. I strongly believe had they not had the support of both social and
emotional learning and language development their shyness may have overpowered
their ability to communicate at the level they do now. I learned my boys were not
only on target but advanced in many areas.
I would recommend playgroup for all parents and caregivers with small children.
It made all the difference. At their 3rd birthday, we enrolled in all day preschool
and they were ready. Playgroup not only prepared them for preschool but I feel
prepared them for life. This year, they enrolled in kindergarten and passed the
Pre-K assessment in flying colors. They have no issues in school and they enjoy it.
Thanks to playgroup, I don’t worry about them. I know they’ll do very well.”

Calling All
Scholarship
Fund Holders!!
The Scholarship Meet & Greet event
will take place at the Windamere in
downtown Middletown on Friday,
May 10. Mark your calendars to
meet your scholarship recipients!

