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3rd Annual MN ATV Riders Silver Bay Ride

Evidence
Shows
Wearing
Masks Helps

By Kitty Mayo
Last weekend ATVers came to
Silver Bay for the third annual ride
organized by the MN ATV Riders.

By Kitty Mayo
Covid-19 has created a steep
learning curve for the world, and
with sometimes contradictory
ideas flying around it can be hard
to know where the facts lie. However, wearing a mask in public is
gaining evidentiary strength as a
smart thing to do.
Here's what experts say:
• a soft face covering over the
mouth and nose, even a homemade mask, really will prevent
significant transmission of
Covid-19
• the greatest part of the protection is for those near the person
wearing the mask, however, the
masked person does get some
protection
• talking, singing, shouting, and
yes, even breathing can put out
droplets that masks will mostly
stop, and even some tiny infectious aerosolized droplets will
be blocked
• likewise, if you have a mask
on, you are protected from some
infectious contact, possibly up
to 75 percent of respiratory
droplets from other people
For details of studies and a great
deal more information on the benefit of wearing a mask (both for
yourself and those around you),
check out: https://www.npr.org/
sections/health-shots/2020/06/21/
880832213/yes-wearing-maskshelps-heres-why.

July May
Stay Dry
by CBS 3 meteorologist Dave
Anderson
As controversial as he is, even
the president in onboard with the
"trillion tree initiative". That's a
worldwide drive by Birdlife
International, the Wildlife
Conservation Society and the
World Wildlife Fund to remove
carbon from the atmosphere
through reforestation.
But now, the BBC reports that
two studies show that even a
trillion trees would have little
effect because it is feared many
nations would just plant single
species of trees in rubber or fruit
plantations.
It is feared
monoculture like that would
endanger biodiversity while not
having much impact on the
atmosphere.
Frankly, that won't stop me from
planting trees which is a habit I got

Den Schliek is the founder of the
facebook group in Minnesota,
what started as a humble attempt
to connect ATV clubs around the
state, and has since grown to over
10,000 followers.
Schliek says the weekend drew
a great crowd and that things went
even better than expected. Contending with Covid-19 restrictions
and the dynamics of a large crowd
took a great deal of planning.
“We restricted our riding groups
to ten people, and it went really
well with most attendees very receptive and abiding by what we
expected,” said Schliek.
Photo L-R: Ben Mooers, Dean Schliek, Cassandra Schliek, Jeff
Zenner and John Sprung. (submitted photo)

Ben Mooers, part of the planning
MN ATV Riders administration,
said that active discussion with the
city of Silver Bay was a critical part
of pulling the event off safely under the unexpected conditions of a
pandemic.

the area. There's nowhere else in
Minnesota you are going to get the
quality of trails, scenery and hospitality,” said Schliek.

“We talked to businesses and
asked our people to be patient and
try to adapt. This is something we
want to continue to do every year
and we want to have a respectful
and proactive relationship with
residents and the city,” said
Mooers.

Back home near the CrosbyBrainerd area, conversations about
four-wheeling on the north shore
kept catching other people's attention. Three years ago Schliek and
Mooers posted a random invite to
join them for a tour of trails near
Silver Bay.

Despite very dry trail conditions,
Schliek felt that riders kept their
speeds below posted limits to keep
the dust down.

“We thought we'd get four to six
people showing up, but when we
got to our rally point we couldn't
believe there were 45 machines
there!,” said Schliek.

“Silver Bay is a very ATV
friendly city, and we were very
happy there were no complaints
about attendees who were very
considerate, we want to show a
positive image for ATVers,” said
Schliek.
The journey to the Silver Bay
event started with Schliek and his
wife enjoying great rides in the
area and participating in the ATV
parades going back to 2009. His
experiences created some of his
very best ATV memories.
“We absolutely love, love, love
into while working the Duluth
Farmers Market. Now, I'll make
sure I do it in a diverse manner with
native species recommended by
our DNR. The horticulturists at the
market like Josh Horky and Deb
Shubat often told me tree planting
time is in the spring and fall - don't
do it at the height of summer where
we are right now.
June turned out to be 4 degrees
warmer than normal. For the first
half of 2020, we are 1.75 degrees
warmer than normal with
departures from normal mean temp

The following year over 150
machines hit the trails. That's when
Schliek and Mooers knew there
was a strong interest and that they
wanted to organize something really special.
Mooers says keeping positive
relations with area residents is especially important to them, because they understand what it's like
to be seasonally flooded with visitors.
“In our area we know exactly
what it's like to have all these tourrunning from -2.4 in April to +5.9
in January. Rain totals are down
six inches from normal this year. I
don't think July will do much to
solve things. It is estimated rain
totals this month will be 2.5" below
normal while temperatures go to
two degrees warmer than normal.
It will be a back and forth and up
and down battle all month long
between warm and cool and rain
and dry but in the end, indeed, it
should be warm and dry that win
the war of averages.
This July should be cool and

ists suddenly, and now we are the
tourists, we're trying to show Silver Bay that we want to give something back for the open doors
they've shown us,” said Mooers.
To that end, the plans group will
continue fundraising efforts for the
Silver Bay Veterans Home.
Throughout the year the group
raises money for Minnesota ATV
clubs and trails, and has made donations to other veterans charities.
“We were able to meet the goal
we set out, to raise money for the
Veterans Home, raising $3,000,”
said Schliek.
Planning for this year's event
started in December, with big ideas
for lots of group activities. All of
those plans were derailed due to
Covid-19, however, nearly 300
machines and at least 400 people
still showed up.
“We were absolutely blown
away by the generosity of everybody that came up, after going
through all the planning and disappointment of cutting back our
activities, the awesome energy really recharged my batteries,” said
Mooers.

rainy from the 1st to the 7th. It will
be sunny and hot from the 8th to
the 11th. The 12th to 18th will be
cool and rainy again. The 19th to
24th period goes back to sunny and
hot. Finally, the 25th to 31st will
be sunny but cool.

Another warm spell should
come our way in mid August. Also,
September and October will have
above normal temperatures and
below normal rain so the July style
trend for warm and dry weather just
might last through most of
Autumn.
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