
TOLLESBORO LIONS CLUB TO HOST ARBOR DAY  
TREE GIVEAWAY TO CELEBRATE ARBOR DAY  

     The Tollesboro Lions Club has once again partnered with the Kentucky Division of Forestry and with 
Kentucky State University to provide trees to give-away to the public at large for Arbor Day. Tollesboro 
Lions Club President Craig Stanfield contacted Michael Carter (Forest Ranger of the KY Division of 
Forestry), Suzy Knott of the Morgan County Nursery, and Sheri Crabtree (MSc, Horticulture Research 
and Extension Associate Academic Affairs of Kentucky State University), all of whom were happy to 
support the Tollesboro Lions Club in their effort to provide trees for the Club to give away to the public 
to celebrate Arbor Day. This marks the fifth year that the Tollesboro Lions Club has offered free trees to 
the public in recognition of Arbor Day, having previously offered free trees in 2019, 2022, 2023 and 2024, 
with the number of trees given away increasing each year (in 2019, 100 trees were given away; in 2022, 
200 trees were given away; in 2023, 214 trees were given away; and last year 312 trees were given away, but 
the trees were gone in a matter of hours!). This year's event is the largest yet, with 5 varieties offered   (the 
most varieties we have ever offered)   and more than 600 trees offered free to the public   (close to doubling 
what was given away last year!)  !!! Trees offered this year include (100 seedlings each of) WHITE OAK, 
CHINESE CHESTNUT, PLUM and PAW-PAW (with an additional dozen or two of potted PAW-PAW 
trees) and (200) WHITE PINE seedlings.
      Arbor Day is a nationally celebrated event whereby people and organizations are encouraged to plant
trees so as to benefit the environment. Nationally, Arbor Day is celebrated the last Friday in April, thus 
April 25th. However, many states opt to celebrate Arbor Day on dates that coincide with more 
opportunistic planting times (although determined by date and climatic region, rather than by "moon 
signs" which many people prefer to plant in. According to the almanac, the waning moon is the best time to 
plant trees and seedlings. The closest waning moon to the date that the trees will be available is April 26th 
and 27th). Kentucky celebrates Arbor Day the first Friday in April, meaning that this year Arbor Day in 
Kentucky is April 4th. 



      Persons wishing to acquire trees may contact Craig Stanfield (Lions Club President) directly to
place an order of trees and arrange for pickup by calling him at 606-301-3350 (Mason County 
number) or 606-798-2009 (Lewis County number). 
     The Tollesboro Lions Club participates in Arbor Day Tree Giveaways as tree planting is a 
project recommended by Lions Club International's "Initiative to Improve The 
Environment". While trees provide natural beauty to the areas in which they are planted, it is not 
just their inherent beauty that improves the environment. Oaks and Chestnuts produce nuts; Paw 
Paws and Plum produce fruit, and the White Pine provides for cover, a wind-break, shade, and 
their pine needles provide for wildlife forage. The nuts and fruits from these trees provide 
important food sources for wildlife, most of which are also suited to human consumption. Most 
tree varieties will grow to become large trees, generally in excess of 40 feet in height, often 
exceeding 100 feet, and leaves scattered throughout the height provide for shady canopies in which 
many birds nest and as necessary to the survival of many other plants and animals. This shade also
acts to cool the earth, providing an important defense against global warming. Also, once trees 
mature, they sometimes become homes for different wildlife. Oaks and Chestnuts are hardwood 
trees producing timber which we use for a variety of purposes (fuel, building materials, furniture, 
manufacture of paper, etc.); Paw Paws and Plums produce edible fruits suited to human (or 
wildlife) consumption and can be used to make desserts, ice cream, wine, brandy, and other items; 
White Pines provide shade, cover, and act as a wind-break, as well as providing for wood suited to 
a number of uses. Trees improve and benefit the environment in many ways (depending upon the 
variety, trees may be fruit and nut bearing for wildlife and human consumption; production of timber; 
provide homes for birds and wildlife; provide shady canopies that cool the Earth and the environment 
in which they are planted and a defense against global warming, etc.), however, the most important 
benefit trees add to the environment is their ability to clean air, taking in carbon dioxide from the 
air that we exhale and converting it through the process of photosynthesis to produce oxygen 
which we inhale. Lastly: The trees are free (which is GREAT!), but require planting. By agreeing 
to pick up and plant the trees, it will require you to "get outside" and do a little exercise (digging to
plant the trees), an added benefit to your health (just don't over-do it!). Feel free to contact Craig 
(606-301-3350 or 606-798-2009) to order/arrange pickup of trees, compliments of the Tollesboro 
Lions Club!


































