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Message from
the principal
Mr Stephen Viner

Dear Parents,
This past few days I have had the
privilege of attending the Association of
British Schools Overseas Conference.
This is a small group of elite schools that
hold the only recognised and accredited
inspection by the Department for
Education in the UK. Presently, there
are less than 200 schools in the world
that meet the required standards to be
a British School Overseas (BSO), and
BISAK I am proud to say is one of them.
During the conference, the challenges
we as British Schools face in a rapidly
changing world were highlighted and at
present, the biggest is the use of Digital
Media and the Internet. Although
we all understand the importance of
the internet and the great wealth of
information and learning it provides,
it also holds many dark spaces. It is
forcing our children to become 24/7
users, thus affecting their sleep and
ultimately their development. One of
the most frightening issues raised at

the conference is that Facebook, in
their annual report for 2017, admitted
they had some 250 million undesirable
users. A phenomenal figure, yet
Facebook do little or nothing about
it because of the profit that these
‘undesirable users’ make the company.
Many parents will know that my
teaching background is Computer
Science, yet when it comes to Social
Media for School I am somewhat of a
Luddite, mainly due to my reservations
not only of the safety of the software
but the desire to protect our children
from unwanted attention. However, as
technology grows around us rapidly, we
cannot continue to ignore it, or wash
our hands of our responsibilities.
As schools and parents, we must take
back the responsibility and control of the
internet, to make it a safe, friendly and
useable tool for all. During the AoBOS
Conference I, along with other school
leaders, have agreed to implement a
trail of new software (SafeToNet). It will
take some time to roll out and certainly
won’t be perfect, but it will put us on the
right road to help protect our children
from the undesirables or ‘Trolls’ as they
are known, that hide within SnapChat,
WhatsApp and Facebook.
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The software will give parents and the school the
ability to support, help and guide our children’s use of
all Digital Media, while protecting the children’s rights
as individuals. The website itself also has a free 24/7
support network for parents on how to deal with the
pressures of Digital Media. I would ask parents to take
time and look at the website and initially to sign up
for the free advice and support at https://safetonet.
com/safetotalk/ to get others’ perspective on how our
children today use Digital Media.
I welcome parent’s views and opinions on a way
forward, and I am sure you would all agree with me
that we must not let the dark elements of the web and
social media destroy the great potential for learning
and greater understanding of the world the internet
holds. With this I hope we can live up to our school
motto ‘Let There be Peace on Earth’ and with our
small efforts turn the internet to the power of good.
As always, I thank you for your continued support.

Stephen Viner
Principal

Please remember, as a school we are here to support
you and, no matter how minor you feel your concern
is, your input is invaluable to us.
The school will be holding its sixth annual Pink and
Blue day, to raise awareness of both breast and
testicular cancer; I encourage all members of our
school community to support such a worthy cause.
This month, a delegation of our pupils travelled to
Dubai to take part in the MUN (Model United Nations).
I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the
whole school, to congratulate them on their success:
the pupils from our school won 3 of the 4 major
awards. I wish to thank Mr. Costelloe and Ms. Bano
for their efforts in ensuring the success of this trip.
The trip will be covered in more detail in the next
Newsletter.
I am happy to announce that the VLE has returned.
Last year it was an extremely successful tool to
continue education when the school was closed. I
must stress that the VLE is an essential part of your
child’s learning experience and I ask you to monitor
and support this.
Please can I take this opportunity to pass on a few
reminders? To enable the afterschool activities
to run effectively we do rely on cooperation from
parents. If your child is taking part in any afterschool
activity, especially for sport, please ensure that they
are collected on time. There have been a number of
occasions where children are still at the school after
4 pm, and it is a parental responsibility to collect
children on time.

Message from
the head of secondary

Mr Shaun Nichols
To all Parents and Pupils
Firstly, I would like to thank parents for taking the
time to attend our Parents Evenings. These evenings
provide an excellent opportunity for parents to meet
with each of your child’s teachers and discuss their
progress. This enables us all to work together as a
team to ensure that each pupil at BISAK receives the
best possible support and education.

Finally, as November draws to a close, we start to look
forward to the winter break, which commences on
21st December. However, this is not the time to begin
to slow down and relax. I urge all pupils to make one
last effort to ensure December is a successful month.
Kind Regards,

Shaun Nichols
Head of Secondary
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Message from the
head of primary
Mr Darren Aisthorpe
Dear Parents,

children are achieving at BISAK as well as their areas
for development. As always, if you wish to contact
your child’s teacher, please either write a note in their
Communication book, or email the Primary Office at
primarypa@bisak.org.
As November comes to a close, we look forward to the
numerous activities planned in December to further
support your child’s progress and happiness.

November has been another eventful and exciting Thank you for all your support,
month in the Primary School. There has been a wide
range of enriching activities to further engage pupils in
the curriculum. The Year 3 Stone Age dress up project
inspired the children to learn about life before modern
technology. The Year 1 and Year 2 Mad Hatters Day Darren Aisthorpe
saw a fantastic and colourful collection of hats made Head of Primary
and worn by the pupils. Recently, the Lower Key
Stage 2 enhancement area was transformed into a
stunning Year 3 Learning Gallery of art to showcase
their ‘Prehistoric Earth’ project. It was superb so see
so many parents come and see their child’s art work.
Children in Year 6 had a great time making and cooking
carrot cake as World War Two project on rationing.
A big thank for everyone in supporting our EYFS and
Key Stage 1 Bake sale, where we raised 4000 SAR.
Likewise. the non-uniform day raised a further 4000
SARS. The money raised will enable us to further
enhance our playground equipment for the children.
During the year, we are hosting several parent
workshops to help you further support your children
at home. In Year 4 we held mathematics workshops,
and EYFS held Phonics training. Thank you so much
for attending these events, and for your positive
comments afterwards.
Our class assemblies this month from 6C and 4C
on communication and anti-bullying respectively,
enabled pupils to share and present their ideas, as
well as celebrating House Point winners and birthdays.
Parents are encouraged to attend their child’s class
assembly. The next ones in December will be:
• Class 4A – 3rd December
• Class 6B – 17th December
We also aim to reschedule the Class 5A assembly
The staff really enjoyed meeting you all at the Parents’
Evenings and sharing all the great things that your

3

Primary - EYFS
Life in EYFS

Primary - EYFS
Life in EYFS
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Primary - EYFS
Life in EYFS
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Primary - KS1
the Mad Hatters Picnic

Primary - KS1
Enjoying the Mad
Hatter’s Picnic
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Primary - KS1
the Mad Hatters Picnic
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Primary - KS1
Y-2 Different Forms of Transport.

Year 2 have been exploring and making different
forms of transport.
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Primary - KS1
Y1 - Cooking

Cooking in Year 1 and writing about it in Instructional writing
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Primary - Y3
Prehistoric Earth in their Humanities topic

Primary - Y3
Prehistoric Earth in their Humanities topic
Year 3 have been learning about Prehistoric Earth in their
Humanities topic, and have taken great pride in creating a
number of art pieces and booklets focusing on how to care
for your pet dinosaur.
All of these pieces of work were displayed at our Prehistoric Earth
Exhibition on the 21st November, which was a great success!

We were thrilled to welcome so many parents and
family members to the exhibition, and we hope that they
enjoyed sharing in their child’s learning journey as much
as we enjoyed having them visit. We would like to thank
the parents of Year 3 for their ongoing support, and look
forward to hosting our next event in the very near future.
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Primary - Y3
Prehistoric Earth in their Humanities topic
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Primary - Y4
2D and 3D shapes

Primary - Y4
2D and 3D shapes
Recently, Year 4 has been investigating 2D and 3D shapes,
exploring the different properties each shape has, as well
as well rehearsing and understanding specific terminology
related to shape, such as tetrahedron, polyhedron and prism.
We have also been exploring the different types of food
chains in Science and the impact each animal has in that
particular food chain. We have also been looking at the
different types of teeth humans have and the particular
job they do.
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Primary - Y6
Cookery

Primary - Y6
Cookery
The Year 6 classes had an opportunity to make carrot
cookies, linked to their World War II topic on rationing. The
children have been learning how food was rationed during
WWII because of the fact that a lot of food was in short supply.
Carrot cookies were easy to make and all of the ingredients
were available during the war. The children were able to
use the Secondary School Design Technology kitchen for
the activity and really enjoyed the experience. The cookies
also tasted lovely, many of the children asked for the recipe
so they could make them at home.
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Primary
Y6 - Cookery
Bake sale Raffle winner

Primary
Bake Sale Raffle Winner
Our Bake sale Raffle winner was Sara Abulmaati in 2C. We
raised 4753 SAR towards the children›s gifts for the end of
the year.
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Secondary
Ski Trip

Secondary
Ski Trip

Following another successful ski trip last academic year,
BISAK will be returning to the slopes of Courmayeur, in
the Aosta Valley, Italy.
The trip is open to all pupils from Year 7 - Year 11. The
Ski Trip will take place during the week from 4th - 11th of
March 2018.
The cost for this trip is 9,500 SR. No skiing experience is
needed, as the pupils will receive four hours of tuition per
day. Places are limited and are filled on a first come, first
served basis.
You can download the application form and return it with
payment by the 1st December.
http://www.bisak.org/bisak-ski-trip-2018.html

Please note:
Year 10 & Year 11 pupils can only participate in
one trip per year. This is to ensure there will less
impact on their GCSE studies, especially as the
trip will be held outside the half term break.
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Secondary - KS4
The Geography Department

Secondary - KS4

The Geography Department
The Geography Department are running extra booster
sessions for Key Stage 4 GCSE students in 116 on
Mondays 2.05pm-3.00pm. Come along to receive help
with geographic skills, extra revision, support and tuition.
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Bisak Awards
HOUSE POINT WINNERS
RA

Anthony Aboud

RB

Oscar Brenchley

1A

Dawud Saqa

1B

Nour Fouda

1C

Rinad Al Lafy

2A

Aarush Soni

2B

Minha Nureena

2C

Razan Atawi

2D

Hossein Rakha

3A

Fatih Adil

3B

Sarah Al Mumtan

3C

Seoyun Jung

4A

Lexie Ellis

4B

Nadia Masoud

4C

Abdullah Hassan

5A

Samya Almulhem

5B

Albert Meadwell
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5C

Mariam El-Sayid Awad

6A

Avisheh Khalid

6B

Zaid Haris

Mukhtar Afifi

6C

Hannah Williams

Muskan Hureena

BRONZE AWARD WINNERS
Firas Qureshi

Talia Hussein

Mira Salem

RA
Moneer Jandali

RB

Hem Sirish Jinka

Akram Al Asnag

1A

Lama Elgali

Fiza Khan

Fatih Adil

Sufyan Aljaro

Amna Kashif

Dana Bunkheila

Yara Ahmed

Noor Ghanem

Kumail Saqib

Ellen Richards

Abdullah Ulhaq

Harry Nolan

Bilal Aziz

Emily Cole

3A

3B

Omar Elleathy

3C

Seoyun Jung

4A

Omar Osman

4B

Zainab Kaukab

4C

Hashim Kababji

5A

Dana Benfield

Zainab Din
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Adnan Msairi

Yasmine Moussa

Albert Meadwell

Zeerak Anwar

Zaid Haris

Mukhtar Afifi

Maryam Selim

5B
6B

SILVER AWARD WINNERS
1C

Rinad Al Lafy

Hayley Cleaver

2A

Hassaan Mudassar

Anna Saint Antonin

Aarush Soni

Aisha Bhat

2B

Zainab Farooque

Minha Nureena

2C

Rahma Shehzad

Dillon Rainford

2D

Tristan Benfield

Hossein Rakha

3B

Layan Alabdullat

Karma Elshorbagy

3C

Mia Matthee

Fatima Ahmed

4A

Eyad Metwaly

4C

Ayaan Usman

5A

Antonio Bolivar

Lana Kodeih

Emma Vaartjes

Mahnoor Ruheena
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STAR AWARD WINNERS
RA

Bayan Mahgoub

RB

Oscar Brenchley

1A

Fiza Khan

1B

Araya Cunningham

1C

Taleen Ali

2A

Hassaan Mudassar

2B

Rania Khan

2C

Adam Abdul Hadi

2D

Charlotte Burck

ARABIC BRONZE WINNERS
Wafic Jomaa
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Lost property!

School Uniform Shop

Please CLEARLY name and label ALL your child’s
belongings especially jumpers, lunch boxes and
water bottles.

• Order forms can be downloaded from the website
http://www.bisak.org/Uniformorderform
• Fill the form out and place in an envelope with
the correct money, hand into reception
• Secondary – Pupils to collect from reception
• Primary – Orders will be delivered to the form
teachers

The Lost Property collection points are filling up
again. It is up to your child to go to these areas to
check for their lost belongings. Items with easily
identifiable names/labels will be returned to their
owner in time.
Locations for Lost Property:
1. Primary office area (for Primary pupils only)
2. Secondary office area (for Secondary pupils

Opening hours:
Monday and Tuesday 12.30 pm – 13.30 pm.
Please Note:
School Badges are no longer available.
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