Last week, 


we saw everything good fall apart.  

The very good world that God created in chapter 1 


had already taken a turn for the worse by chapter 3.  

With chapter 3 


came the curses which God put upon the earth.  



The ground was cursed, 



producing food would be difficult, 



and the process of bringing new children into this world 




would be done in pain.  

We then saw all parts of life be affected by the way our world had fallen, 


the way sin permeated the world so quickly.  

Things continued to get worse, 


so much so that God wiped out humanity completely, 



except for Noah and his children with the great flood.

With that great flood, 


came a new promise from God.  



The promise not to wipe us out again.  



The rainbow was placed in our world 




to remind us that God was not going to give up on us, 




but was going to work with us to create the world that he intended.  

We hear that happening in chapter 12, verses 1-3.  


What we hear here, 



is not just the promise to make things right, 



they are promises to reverse the curse that happened in the garden.

God had cursed the ground.  


God tells Abram to leave the cursed ground he is on 



and go to the ground that God is giving him.  


That ground would not be a place of cursedness, 



but rather of blessing.  


The food went from being plentiful and abundant in the garden, 



to coming only after hard toil and labour.  


God promises that the world will be blessed by Abraham.  



The time of producing children had become higher in pain.  


Abrams wife was experiencing some of the deepest pain,



 the shame and shunning of not being able to produce an heir for Abram.  



God promises he will make a great nation out of Abram.  




This cannot happen unless things change.  




Unless Sarai becomes fertile, 





even though for the last 75 years she has been infertile.

This is God's plan to fix the world.  


It is important to notice how much it is God's plan, 



with us invited to participate, 


but God doing the work. 

Abram is told to do one thing, 


leave where he is at.  

The rest of verses 1-3 is everything God will do for Abram.  


“I will” appears 6 times in these three verses.  



I will show you, 


I will make you into a great nation, 



I will bless you, 



I will make your name great, 



I will bless those who bless you, 



and I will curse whoever curses you.  

That is an awful lot of God doing things.  


That is because, 



that is the only way things are going to become right.  

It can't be through just us doing things, 


our sinfulness prevents us from doing the work that is necessary 



for us to be right with God on our own.  

It requires an act of God 


to intercede on our behalf 


to do what is needed.  

So in Abram, 


God starts that process.

As we know, 


it is not instantly solved, 


because God is working with people, 

despite God interacting boldly and clearly with Abram, 


he still refuses to trust God completely.  

As we read Abram's story, 


it seems hard to believe someone who has such interactions with God 


would struggle so much to trust God.  



But that is the piece that is broken.  

Remember, last week, 


the core of our brokenness with each other, 


ourselves, 


and the world 

was our broken relationship with God.

So we see Abram, 


immediately after being told that God would bless him 



in bold and life changing ways, 


immediately not trusting God to keep him alive 



if he admits that Sarai is his wife.  

So God has to bring curse upon Pharaoh, 


who then is upset with Abram for letting him take Sarai.  

You would think that would be enough for Abram 


to trust God in everything from now on.  

But it is not, 


so God comes back in chapter 15 



to give Abram more promises in a great and mighty way.  

Abram's reaction is to take that promise 


and think that he must do it himself.  

He ignores God's “I will” 

and makes it, 


“Abram will.”  

In doing so, 


he complicates God's plan with Ishmael and Hagar.

Before you get too frustrated with Abram, 


with the great promises God has given him 



and he continually ignores 



or tries to bring about by his own will and power, 

remember that you are a child of Abram.  


“Like father like son” holds true today.  


Don't worry ladies, 



you are included in that as well.  

We have a book of promises, 

covenants from God, 


and we tend to not trust them.  

We think we are the ones who will change the world 


and make it right by ourselves.  

We miss over and over that God says, 


“I will.”  

Not “you will”, 


but “I will.”  
There are things we are to do, 


but we are to do those in the leading of the God who is doing them.  



Being patient with God, 


but as the full story reveals, 



God knew what he was doing all along 



and his promises are sure and secure.  




Abram did receive the land, 




Abram did eventually have Isaac, 





who did become a great nation.  

When we push God's future promises to our current promises, 


we find great frustration and annoyance.  

Remember, 


God is the one in control, 


not us.

If you struggle with this, 


it is okay, 



God is used to it.  

Abram was no different from you.  


But Abram did trust enough for God to be able to work through him.  

This story of continuing decay and destruction, 


starts to turn.  

There is now a solution to the broken relationship between us and God; 


the only issue is that God is using us to bring about the solution.  

But, so that we are clear that it is God who is loving us and doing the work, 


God uses a childless, 


elderly, 


nomadic couple to start a family, 



which eventually grows to the people of Israel, 




who will be the ones through which the cursed world 




will become a blessed world.

But it will take time, 


because the Israelites, 


like us, 



struggle from the same broken relationship with God.  

They continually must decide if they are going to trust God, 

if they are going to follow God where he is leading them.  


The very people who are supposed to be the way God is going to save the world, 


turn out that they need to be saved themselves. 

Lisa and I have spent a fair amount of time doing search and rescue training.  

A key refrain of all the training, 


no matter what it is, 



is don't become another individual who needs to be saved themselves.  



It complicates everything.

This however 


was an issue that God was willing to work with.  

He chose a people who needed to be saved themselves, 


they were just as likely to rebel against God, 


had the same corruption and wickedness 



as the people they were to save.  

The rescuers would struggle with their calling because of these things.  


Their pride would misled them to think they themselves were fine, 



when their sin was prevalent.  


They sometimes wanted to have the same things as the rest of the world, 



including a human king.  


They sometimes forgot the end goal, 



to restore that relationship with God.

So God continues to give them and us plans of what he will do.  


We eventually hear he will send a king 



who was anointed by God to rescue not only Israel, 



but the whole of humanity, 




and the greater creation.  

This coming king would reverse the effects of the curse, 


would rescue the world from death and decay, 


the falleness and evil that seeped into every corner of creation.

The whole of the Old Testament builds upon this idea of God's salvation plan, 


his rescue plan for you and me, 


the people of Noah, Abraham, and Moses  


for all creation.  

Page after page, 


we hear the story of God doing his work 



and us working with and against him, 



to help and impede this plan.  

Eventually, 


this plan comes to fruition through the fulfillment of promises to a young couple, 



Joseph and Mary, 


who again trust and work with God enough, 



to bring this rescue plan to fruition.  

We will hear how this happens next week.
