In Seminary, 


I had a theology class that I was frustrated in 


and felt lost in for most of the semester.  

But I pushed on through the class 


because the professor had promised that at some point 



it would all come together.  

So as the class bounced from salvation, 


to the Holy Sprit, 


to the incarnation, 



I held on for dear life.  

The day of the final exam, 



I was still not sure if the professors promise was going to prove correct, 


so I was rehearsing how I was going to phrase my final evaluation of the class.  

As I sat down to write the final exam, 


the questions caused me to work through the material in such a way, 



that by the time I finished the exam, 




everything made sense 




and suddenly worked together.  

Which meant that I had to refrain from some of my brisker critiques 


in the final evaluation.

The teachers exam questions 


acted almost as a summary 


causing me to see how everything worked together 



and had been building up to a crescendo proclaiming who Jesus is.  

Our short passage today does the same thing.  


It takes all of the different parts of the story so far 


and summarizes them in a way 



to give us a vision of who Jesus is 



and how he will change the world.  

In order to walk through these three verses, 


we have to hold all of the pieces of Matthews story so far before us 



and be ready to hear the references to them, 



or be ready to hear them applied.

The main reference to pick up, 


is the parable of the four types of soil 



from the Parable of the Sower from Chapter 13.  

Since we wrapped up Chapter 13, 


Jesus has shown us what the soils look like in real life.  



As we heard Jesus be rejected in Nazareth, 



John the Baptist beheaded, 



Jesus Feeding 5000, 



and Jesus walking on water, 




we have seen the type of faith described in the first three soils.  Nazareth was the birds coming to eat the seed up.  

Herod heard about Jesus, 


but it was superficial and not well informed.  


So with out the deep roots in the shallow soil, 



Herod's enthusiasm quickly withered.  


As Jesus taught, 



the concerns over the cost of feeding so many 



and the lack of resources 




demonstrated the thorns choking the Word proclaimed.  


Last week with the walking on water, 



we saw bursts of both the fourth soil and the third soil.  


Peter jumped out of the boat with the faith of the fourth soil



 and walked on the water.  


But then again, 



“He saw the wind” 



and sank 



and the thorns choked out his faith.  

So then we hear about Genneseret.  


This is the fourth seed to the fullest.  



Men recognize Jesus, 



sent word out, 



and then, 




not only told people about Jesus being there, 




they brought the people to him.  


They did not wait for them to show up, 



they said, 




I will come to your house 





and give you a ride.  




I will come by 





and walk with you to go see him.  



They just touched the edge of his cloak 




and all who touched him were healed.

To emphasize the full yield of this fourth seed, 


listen to descriptors Matthew uses: 



“Sent word to all, 



brought all their sick, 



all who touched, 



and the final word is not just healed, 




but “thoroughly saved.”  

This last one is an intensified healing.  


Not only were their illnesses gone, 



but their attitude was transformed, 



their relationships were healthy again, 



possibly their grades were better in school.  


It is a complete whole body deliverance.  



That is the 100 fold yield 




in which Jesus envisioned in that parable lived out.

To understand how this soil came to be so fertile, 


we need to jump back to chapter 9, 



which will pull a few more pieces together.  

The region of Gennesseret had heard of Jesus' work before, 


as Gennesseret is a region


a fertile plain 3-4 miles long on the sea of Galilee.  

We know that Capernum was Jesus' adopted hometown as he started his ministry 


and chapter 9 had him walking to various places as he taught and healed,



the region of Gennesseret.  

In addition to healing a paralytic, 


a girl who was dead, 


calling Matthew, 


and teaching about fasting, 

Jesus also healed in that region the woman who had bled for 12 years.  


What was her plan?  


She thought, 



“If only I can touch the edge of his cloak, 




I will be healed.”  


Jesus told her, 



“Take heart, daughter, 




your faith has healed you.”  

He then went off 


and brought back to life the ruler's daughter, 


followed by restoring sight to a blind and mute man.

The people of this region 


had seen Jesus do a great variety of healing 


to a number of individuals.  

The bleeding woman had visited every other type of healer 


to no avail.  

But Jesus 


she just touched the edge of his cloak 


and was whole again.  

So word about Jesus 


had spread through the region before his arrival.  

Naturally,


 upon entering back into the area, 



there was no, 




“Who is this man?”  



There was only, 




“He is here, 





quick go get everyone, 





you just need to touch the edge of his cloak.”

This instant recognition of Jesus 


almost taunts the disciples faith just earlier that day, 



when Jesus came up to the boat 



and they did not recognize it was Jesus 




and instead thought it was his ghost.  


Walking on land 


instead of water 



helps with the situational awareness, 


but it also acknowledges the deeper faith of the people of Genesseret.  

They had not been walking with Jesus, 


had not just seen him feed 5000 with some bread and a few fish, 

and then not recognized the same man when he was walking on water.  


But these people did immediately.

Not only did they recognize, 


they reacted 


and sent word to all the surrounding country side.  



They aposteled the surrounding country side.  

What would the difference be, 


if we let everyone around us know that Jesus was present?  

I myself do not always remember to invite people to worship 


or tell them about an upcoming event.  

But worse than that, 


as I listen to their stories of getting out of a bind miracuously 


or “luckily,” 



I often do not point them towards the Triune God being at work.  

But what if I did?

Matthew tells us what it would be like if I did?  


Everyone would bring those who needed healing 



and they would ask just to touch the edge of his cloak.  

Before we pass this line off and say, 


“That was when Jesus was walking the earth 



and things are different now.”  

I would like to take a minute 


and just realize how much healing has occurred in this small gathering here.  



How many of us 




had a disease or growth that could of killed us, 





but has not so far?  



How many of us 




were in a situation where we could of 




or should have died, 





but obviously we have not?  



How many of us 




are now living a life that is different 





than where we thought our life was going 20 years ago?  

That is Jesus' healing, 


redeeming, 


saving hand upon us!  

We are the stories like the woman who had bled for 12 years, 


the stories that should be getting everyone around us excited 



to trust in Jesus' life changing presence.  

Are we publishing those stories?

If you don't think your story is good enough, 


look at this massive healing.  

We know that there are men and people involved.  


But we have no idea their illnesses 


or their story, 



not even their name.  

We just know that they were completely healed, 


thoroughly saved.  

Multiple pieces of their life were brought back into alignment.  


Not just that the nagging cough is gone, 


or the runny nose stopped, 


or the ability to walk was restored.  

Jesus brings shalom back into the group.  


The woman who bled for 12 years was unclean, 



therefore was a social outcast.  


Jesus brings the healing of the bleeding 



and also restores the woman to her family and community, 



she is able to worship in the temple again.  


The paralyzed man is not only immobile, 



he is unable to provide and support his community, 




which carries shame with it.  


The ability to walk also removes the shame 



and allows him to support his community.  


I can only imagine the circumstances for the ruler.  



What the death of his daughter threatened to do to the marriage, 




the second guessing of choices, 




who's fault it was, 




what did they not try, 





and the list runs out the door.  


The living daughter heals all of those forming tears.  

This is the healing that Jesus does, 


not just physical, 


but emotional and spiritual as well.

This summary brings home the power of faith to heal.  

The difference it makes when the soil Jesus is putting his word into 


is good soil, 


soil that trusts and remembers that Jesus heals.  

The soil is fertilized 


by the stories of others being healed 


and grows out of others experiences.  

We only become good soil, 


by sharing and reminding each other 



of what Jesus has done.  

Living only in our own little bubble, 


not many stories enter in.  

But when we open our doors to others stories of redemption and healing, 


we find our faith stronger 


and more ready to let Jesus transform our lives again.  

Most of us already eat together once a week.  


The question is, 



what are we sharing in addition to the bread?  

When it is stories of Jesus' transformation, 


redemption, 


and healing, 



then we are fostering the faith of those around us to be apostles, 



sharing the good news of Jesus to all the surrounding countryside, 



so all may come 




and be completely healed.
