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See how many you can do. Have a great summer 

break! 

 
 
 

Parents’ and Teachers’ Guide to Getting 
Started with AAC 
Teach a child to use AAC devices and systems in the same 
way you would teach them to speak. 
 
Get Everyone Familiar with the Child’s AAC Device 
How Typically-Developing Children Learn to Talk: 
Typically-developing children learn to talk by being around 
adults and older children who have a good mastery of their 
language.  These adults and communication partners are 
familiar with their language and know how to use it.  In 
other words, they are comfortable speaking and talking to 
the child. 
 
How Children with AAC Learn to “Talk”: Each child 
should have gone through some sort of therapy or 
evaluation to determine what means of communication is 
best for him and his family.  Regardless of what method that 
was chosen (sign language, picture communication, picture 
board, speech output device), the adults who are going to be 
communicating with the child need to be comfortable with 
it.  Just as a family that speaks only Chinese would have a 
hard time teaching their children English, the child you’re 
working with will have a hard time learning to use his AAC 
device if you don’t know how to use it either. 
 
Take some time to get familiar with the AAC device or 
system.  If it is sign language, take time to learn as many 
signs as you can.    
 
Spend some time getting used to the format of 
communication. There are videos to show you how to use 
and program communication devices.  
https://goo.gl/GF6hxm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tana Donaghy, President,  Educational Equity For All 
Misstanad@educationaequityforall.org; 909-964-5057 
http://www.educationalequity4all.com/ 
 

Just as the extra pair of wings 
enables the dragonfly to 
accomplish astounding 
aeronautic gymnastics, 
paraeducators have become the 
extra pair of hands that allows 
teachers to truly support and 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR 
EVERY STUDENT  
 

June 2018 

https://goo.gl/GF6hxm
mailto:Misstanad@educationaequityforall.org
http://www.educationalequity4all.com/


 
 
 
    

                                 
 
 
 
                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEATURED IDEA OF THE MONTH 

 

WEBSITES AND RESOURCES 
https://www.speechandlanguagekids.com/free-materials/ 
https://goo.gl/u2WnDN 
https://www.autismclassroomresources.com/functional-life-skills-
myths/ 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Effective Strategies for Paraprofessionals Working with 
Students with Autism 

 
https://home.edweb.net/webinar/autism20180627/ 

 
AVOIDING OVER-USE OF 
PARAEDUCATOR SUPPORT FOR 
INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS 
Teachers, parents, and paraeducators should discuss these 
possible effects and ways to reduce or eliminate them as a part of 
their discussions in preparation for the annual IEP meeting.  
Here are some suggestions to consider: 
• Ask teachers to reconsider other options before 

recommending a full-time assignment to one student or 
excessive proximity to a paraeducator. 

• When providing support, paraeducators should offer support 
to other students in the general education classroom as 
appropriate and in consultation with the general education 
teacher. 

• Paraeducators should avoid placing a chair next to the 
student unless absolutely necessary to provide the level of 
support needed. 

• Try to make your support appear to be seamless.  In other 
words, create an understanding, when appropriate, that you 
are in the classroom for any student that may need a little 
extra assistance. 

• Recognize that one of the most important adult roles is to 
facilitate the creation of positive relationships between the 
student with disabilities and his or her peers.  Redirect 
conversation from the peers away from you and toward the 
special needs student. 

• Encourage small group work in which the student or 
students with disabilities can be a member along with his 
typical peers. 

• Find simple ways to connect the students by common 
interests, hobbies, and school social events. 

• Remember to fade the support you provide whenever 
possible.  The goal is to support students with disabilities 
and their independence and interdependence in the school 
and in the community. 

https://goo.gl/MuCzKi 

How to teach any child to read EASILY and FAST! 
AMAZING 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-sgCUnWwves 

 
 

 
Autism Sensitivity Training Handout 

 
FREE 
Digital Download 
https://goo.gl/CmbkJM 

Wednesday, June 27, 
2018 @ 4:00 pm - 5:00 
pm EDT 
Presented by Nina 
Finkler, M.Ed., LDT/C, 
BCBA,  
 

Teachers Pay 
Teachers 
 
$5.00 
Digital 
Download 
 
https://goo.gl/mmqpqd 
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