This past week while the Multanomah team was in town, SLIDE


Heather was reminiscing how long they have been coming up to Skagway.  

She was trying to get the kids to realize how rare it is 


that two pastors have stayed in the same spot 



for the 16 or 17 years they have been alive.  

They were not away that the average tenure of a pastor is 4 years.  


So two who have quadrupled that number 



and know each other is rare.  

You may ask, 


why is that rare and should it be?

If we look at the culture we have set up in North America for pastors 

and for the reality of Christians, 


it should not surprise us.  

We don't preach the prosperity Gospel here, 


the idea that if you are faithful and devoted to God, 



you will drive a mercedes benz and have no problems.  


But there is a reason why it has found such a good home 



in so many places throughout the nation.  SLIDE

We want to believe that if we are faithful to God 


he will be faithful to us.  

Scripture supports the underlying message, 


it is just a question of what God's faithfulness to us looks like.  

Let's admit what that faithfulness looks like SLIDE


when we first thought of it.  



We don't have problems.  



We don't have sickness, 



we don't have relationship issues, 



no money problems, 



our families have their act together, 




and the perfect ideal life flows from there.  

This is our image of God's faithfulness.  


It is not scripture's image.

Look at Abraham.  


We would say that God is faithful to him by North American standards, 



as long as we take the facebook approach.  

A post from Genesis 12:1-3, SLIDE


God told me,  



“I will make you into a great nation 




and I will bless you; 



I will make your name great, 




and you will be a blessing. 



I will bless those who bless you, 




and whoever curses you 





I will curse; 



and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  

Only sounds hard 


if we add in verse 1. 



“Leave your country, 



your people and your father’s household 



and go to the land I will show you.”  


Leave everything you know, 



friends, habits, routines, 



and travel to new lands that you know nothing about.

Next post, Genesis 15, SLIDE


The Lord promised me “a son coming from your own body will be your heir.” 

He took me outside and said, 


“Look up at the heavens and count the stars—



if indeed you can count them.” 


Then he said to me, 



“So shall your offspring be.”  

Again, 


a great post 



as long as we ignore a few verses before 

when Abram complains to God, 


“O Sovereign Lord, 



what can you give me 


since I remain childless 



and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3 And Abram said, 


“You have given me no children; 



so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 

Chapter 17 would be another fun post to read, SLIDE


“I fell facedown laughing to myself today, 



a son will be born to a man a hundred years old. 



And Sarah will bear a child at the age of ninety.”  

Abraham actually asked those as questions 


instead of statements.  

His trust in God's abilities was lacking enough 


he offered another option, 



“If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!”  

I highlight these three 


of many incidents in Abraham's life 



that do not show the absolute obedience that we hear of in chapter 22 


with Isaac on the altar.  

We don't want to look at the pain and torment Abraham had to endure.  


We don't want to see that he struggled to be obedient. 


That it was hard to follow God.  

We will overlook the lying, 


the plotting, 


the doubt, 



because we want the end result.  

That beautiful scene where the angel calls out, SLIDE


“Abraham! Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” 



he said. 

“Do not do anything to him. 


Now I know that you fear God, 



because you have not withheld from me your son, 




your only son.” SLIDE
13 Abraham looked up 


and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. 

He went over and took the ram 


and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 1

4 So Abraham called that place 


The Lord Will Provide.  


Jehovah Jireh.  

Abraham believed that the Lord would provide.  


But we have just highlighted some of the places Abraham did not do that.  

So which one is it?  

Do you believe that faith SLIDE


is a growing, 


expanding journey?  

That God has us undergo things 


to stretch our faith?  

We say we do.  

But we often get stuck in places 


that call us to view God differently.  

Pete Scazzero calls this place SLIDE


the wall, 

while pointing to its other names in history, 


like the “dark night of the soul” 



as John of the Cross called it 


or crisis of faith.  

It is an essential part growing in discipleship.  


But few are ready to endure it, 



because it runs counter to our culture 



and what we want to believe about God, 


but scripture doesn't support culture or all our beliefs.  SLIDE

We prefer our faith is only stretched by blessings, 


not hardships.  

I would love to believe that as well.

However, 


my own life story runs counter to this.  

I look back at my life 


and see my closeness, 


greatest dependence, 


highest levels of trust came in those challenging times.  SLIDE

I spent half my 5th grade year in a great depression 


after being diagnosed with diabetes.  



I would hide in my closet or under the sink when called for dinner, 




because I didn't want to be found.  



I was 5'10” in 5th grade, 




skinny, but long, 





a bathroom cabinet filled with towels was not spacious.  

Breaking up with my college girlfriend 


eventually left me standing out in a field 



crying out to God for help in the pouring rain.  

Year seven of ministry here as a single pastor 


had me on my knees 


punching pillows crying out to God asking, 



“How long?” 

Year 10 had me holding 


and then burying our 12 week old fetus 



asking all kinds of question 


that all came back to, 



“Why?”  

Year 15 of ministry 


had me broken 


and considering being done 



if the sabbatical did not come through, 


thinking I could not do this anymore without a time of rest.  

God has been trying to show me at different walls 


throughout my life SLIDE


that he is my El Sali, 



my God of Strength.  

I keep trying to do it all myself 


and keep control, 

so God keeps leading me to these walls 


to remind me that providing strength 



is not what I am to do, 



but what God is to do.

We find ourselves at these walls 

sometimes over and over, 


because there is more to learn.  

We want to have a small God that we can control.  


God keeps showing us he is more.  

There is also the chance 


that the walls are not changing our understanding of who God is.  

Instead of being changed by the wall, SLIDE


we bounce off it 



and try going a different direction like a robot vacuum.  


Only to find a wall of a different sort 



in the other direction.  

As these walls continue to happen, 


instead of drawing closer to God, 


we become more bitter and angry at God, 



until we finally walk away from God.

As Abraham faced the walls of leaving his family, 

of being barren, 

of sending Ishmael away, 

of trusting that Sarah would become pregnant, 


he kept on growing in his understanding of God 



as one who provides.  

We see steps in the right direction 


as he lets Lot have first pick of land.  

We see God having to intervene 


as he lies about Sarah being his sister twice.  

We see him walking in the opposite direction 


when he is with Hagar to create an heir.  

But in that moment with Isaac, 


he is finally understanding that God can do great things, 


things beyond his understanding or experience.  

Hebrews 11:19 shows the growth of Abraham 


when it talks about his faith,  SLIDE

“Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, 


and figuratively speaking, 



he did receive Isaac back from death.”  

Abraham had faced the wall many times.  


When he finally understood it 


and went over it, 



his true calling to be the blessing to all the nations 




was finally in a place to be realized.

We all will face our own walls 


at different points in our faith journey.  

The question is always, 


do we try to get over them 


or do we bounce off them 



or even worse, 


just stop and give up?  

The fairness issue, 

or the loving God issue 


might be cropping up and asking, 



why would God put walls into our lives?  

It is a sign of God's faithfulness to us.  


His desire to have us see him for who God really is, 



not how we want him to be.  

As we endure this wall, 


we get a better perspective of who God actually is.  

False ideas are removed 


and truth is put in its place.  

The worldly part of me 


would desire a different way.  

The part of me that knows God 


as I now know him, 



is thankful for the walls I have faced 



and overcome so far.  

It also knows, 


that as I continue to grow and journey deeper into who God is 


and what he would have me be, 



I will not truly discover 




without overcoming the walls 





that need to be torn down 





or climbed over.  

For now, 


way more than we were younger, 

Abraham knows God as Jehovah Jireh 

and I know God as El Sinah 

and Heather knows God as Immanuel.  


Who is God showing you he is, 



so that you are not surprised when you find yourself at a wall?  
