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As I write this, I am praying for the Seward family. They have been on my
mind and heart a lot lately as they are grieving over their loss of Gordon. I
know all of you are praying as well for Delores, Chris, Amy, the grandchildren, the great grandchildren, and of the in-laws. Gordon was a very special
person with an extraordinary amount of faith, even in the most difficult of times. I know their hearts are
grieving even as they acknowledge that Gordon is now presently experiencing perfect joy and peace.
With that full knowledge, I know that their grief comes with hope, which is an absolute sure conviction
that not only is Gordon is experiencing God’s perfect and unblemished inheritance, but they will one
day experience it themselves.
I am also praying for us as a church. I am sure our grief is nowhere close to what Gordon’s family is going through, but it is still very present. I had the wonderful privilege of getting to know Gordon
over the past year, and he was a great encouragement to me to continue to stand firm on the truth of
Scripture, but I only knew him for a year. As a church, you knew him for much longer and were so
blessed by his life and his words. I heard lots of stories about his devotion to Christ, his character, his
work ethic, and his humor. You were also blessed as a church family to see his devotion to his family,
especially Delores. We will truly miss him, but like the family, we understand that he is in perfect joy
and peace right now.
My prayer for us as a church family also has to do with our emotions. With the loss of Gordon,
many of you most likely stated thinking about the loved ones that you have lost, perhaps a husband,
wife, mother, father, or child or even a very good friend, and as you think of them, a very important
truth might have occurred to you, that death is unnatural, that in a sense, we were not created to die, but
because the fall of mankind into sin, every one of us will experience death in all of its terrible unnatural
aspects and it breaks our hearts.
Yes, we understand that our loved ones who are Christians are in a much better place, that we
cannot fully comprehend how wonderful it is for them. We also understand that if we are Christians
that we too will one day experience that perfect joy and peace as we will not only be reunited with our
loved ones, but even more important, we will be in the presence of Christ; and so we are able to have
an absolute sure conviction of something awaiting us in the future even in the midst of unparalleled
grief. However, let’s be honest. The grief is still there, and sometimes, it is crippling.
So, where do we go from here with our grief? Well, by God’s providence, we are entering many
sermons over the next few weeks that I think will help us tremendously. We will be studying John 14,
and much of it has to do with the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
You will often hear me talk about how Scripture points us towards our union with Christ and
how that union is so close, it is like someone enfolding their hands together. The Holy Spirit is the one
who effectively causes this to happen as God moves within our hearts and minds to (among many other
things) bring us comfort and strength for our journey on this Earth. My hope and prayer is that this will
be a very encouraging time within the life of our church, but also in our individual lives so that we will
continually depend on the Holy Spirit to guide us through the mountains and valleys of life.
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(For every 5 Yrs. there is a

for extra congratulations)

------------------------------------------------------------

September Anniversaries

1- Rob and Nancy Charcholla
1- Jim and Mandy Wilson
2- Paul and Neva Lattimer
6- Rob and Faith Willhoft
9- David and Susan Brownell
15-Steve and Janelle Baker
28- Ron and Kay Harmon

68 yrs
18 yrs
52 yrs
39 yrs
30 yrs
12 yrs
57 yrs

October Anniversaries
1- Jake and Michelle Buckland-Seward
9-Jeff and Corissa Goodenbery
10-Keith and Barb Marshall
26- Dick and Cheryl Saville

3 yrs
14 yrs
10 yrs
45 yrs

We had a successful VBS! Please
check out next months newsletter
for pictures!

September Birthdays
3- John Wise
9- Ron Harmon
15- Janet Wise
17- David Hahn
18- Duncan McNear
19- Corissa Goodenbery
20- Ryan Bridge
20- Shelby Bridge
20- Hannah Catalino
21-Addalyn Stacy

22- Keith Marshall
25- Neva Lattimer
27- Barb Marshall
27- Tom Jones
28- Rob Willhoft
28- Cheryl Saville
29- Amy Stacy
30- Craig Wilcox

October Birthdays
1- Stacie Bridge
6- Debbie Sheldon
13- Delores Seward
15- Joan Dermody
16- Chris Hollenbeck
17-Jeff Goodenbery
18- Jenna Haas
18- Mandy Wilson

25-Dick vonBergen
25- Dale White
26- Maddie Buckland
30- Ruth Morse
31- David Baker
31- Chad Caccamise
31- Diane White

Mucher’s new address is:
Marty & Jean Mucher
6433 Gambel Quail Rd NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87144
New email:
mdmabe1946@gmail.com
Same cell phones:
Marty is 585-746-1537
and Jean is 585-356-3323

FALL 2019 Christian Education Ministry
Cooler days, falling leaves, the smell of apple pie- the things I love about this time of year.
But, I always look forward to the start of a new school year-getting back into a daily
routine and I have to admit, getting back into studying the Bible more intentionally.
September 8th at 9: 15 a.m. is the beginning of the Sunday School year - and we as a
CE ministry team are excited to announce some changes. We will be introducing a new
curriculum : The Gospel Project by LifeWay Publishing. We will have teaching levels for
toddlers to Adults. The Gospel Project tells a single story- the story of Jesus and His
mission to seek out and restore lost people to God. From cover to cover, it’s all about
Jesus. He is the thread woven throughout the pages of Scripture that holds it all together
(from the Editor, Brian Dembowczyk).
Core Values of this program:
Christ-centered Study - helps learners understand that all Scripture, From Genesis to
Revelation, gives testimony to Jesus Christ.
Chronological Study - that shows that the Bible is not just a collection of stories, but
one unified story- God’s story of redemption.
Missional Application -helps us understand how the Gospel encourages and
empowers us to be mission driven.
Age-Alignment - gives the ability to build an age-aligned discipleship experience
throughout the body and equip parents to lead spiritual conversations in the home.
Essential Doctrines- helps learners grasp essential theological doctrines of the
Christian faith.
An Adult class (the Gospel Project) will be held in the choir room and will be studying
similar Scripture passages/themes aligning with the children/youth curriculum. We will
begin in Genesis- ‘God’s Good World’ . All are welcome to attend !!
Here is another opportunity to study God’s Word…..
Adult Bible Study: The Book of Psalms -we will closely study and reflect on individual
Psalms. This class will be held in the Session room downstairs. All are welcome to
attend !!

BEPC Youth Update ~ Sports Camp
TAG ~ Teens After God
Our sixth annual Bergen Christian Sports Camp, which took place from
August 11th through August 14th , was a huge success! Thank you to all of the
helpers and volunteers who helped make the camp such a great event. You
are the best! We had over 60 different kids attend over the course of the
camp week, including over 55 kids on one day alone! What a great way to
shine to light of Jesus in our Bergen community.
Youth group continues to go well and be very well attended. We will be
having our big school year kickoff TAG party on Thursday, August 29 th . We
will be having pizza, playing games, and learning more about God and His
plan for our lives. Please come…and bring a friend!

Sixth Annual Bergen Christian Sports Camp ~ August 2019

A peek at the Church Calendar
September
1-Church at 10am/ Fellowship meeting
2- Labor Day observed/ office closed
3- CE meeting
4- First day of school
8-Sunday School resumes at 9:15/ Church
at 10:30am/ E&M meeting/Bring a friend
to church
10- Worship meeting
11- Session
12- Son Risers
14- Ladies luncheon 12-?
15- Church at 10:30
17- Foodlink
21- 1st Veggie Wash
22- Church at 10:30 with YL
24- Deacons meeting
26- Son Risers/ SWP 9-11:30
29- Church at 10:30

October
5-2nd Veggie Wash
6- Sunday School resumes at 9:15/ Church
at 10:30am/fellowship meeting
8-Worship meeting
9-Session meeting
10-Sonrisers
11- Officers Dinner
13-Sunday School resumes at 9:15/ Church
at 10:30am/ E&M meeting
14- Columbus Day observed/ office closed
15-Foodlink
19- 3rd Veggie Wash
20- Sunday School resumes at 9:15/ Church
at 10:30am/ Open Door Mission visit
22- Deacon meeting
24- Sonrisers/SWP 9-11:30/YL squash wash
26- Church Work Day
27-Sunday School resumes at 9:15/ Church
at 10:30am/

Veggie Wash dates
September 21st
October 5th
October 19th!
*Watch for signup sheets in the foyer!
Don’t forget to check out the
bulletin board to signup!
*Nursery help
*our to do list
*Snack signups

October 26
Church Work Day!
Please come, we need all
the hands we can get!
FOODLINK DATES
Tuesday September 17th
Tuesday October 15th

Invite a Friend to Church on Sept. 8
We will host a special lunch after the worship service on this date to help raise
funds for the Byron-Bergen Backpack Program. This important program
provides food on the weekends for the most needy kids in our school who often
have no food in their house.
Here's a Good Reason to Invite a Friend to Church
*Do you have a friend you would like to invite to church, but just can't seem to
find the right words or reason to extend the invitation?
*Invite a Friend Sunday can help you have a special reason to speak up. The
Evangelism & Mission Committee, with assistance from Fellowship Committee
and Deacons, is planning four of these Sundays for the coming year. Lunch will be served after the
worship service, and there will be a featured speaker about a mission project or community
organization that we hope will be of interest to our members and our guests.
*The first Invite a Friend Sunday will be Sept. 8, which is also the first day of Sunday School.
A representative of the Byron-Bergen Backpack Program will be our special speaker. This program
provides food on the weekends to the most needy families in the school district. Without this
program, many of these children would have almost nothing to eat throughout the weekend.
*We will take up an offering to support this program.
*We will be having inside picnic. We will provide hot dogs, condiments and dessert for the
lunch. Please bring a dish to pass.
*And don't forget to invite a friend! The first day of the Sunday School season is a great day for folks
to visit and see all of the programs we have going on.

Christmas in September
For the month of September we will be collecting hygiene products for Operation
Christmas Child. Band aids, hair ties, mild soap, toothbrushes, etc. Nothing liquid like
toothpaste. There will be a bin in the foyer starting in July:)

BEPC Bike Ministry
(Winter coats & shoes too!)
If anyone is interested in helping to repair bikes, donating bikes, and helmets, see Stu Freeman.
Stu is also collecting winter coats and gently used shoes! If you are cleaning out your closets or see a
deal at a garage sale, bring in winter coats and shoes in all sizes!
Stu recently came into the office and told me about a man he gave a bike to. He had no means of
transportation. Stu gave him a bike which he uses to get to work everyday! The bike meant the world
to him! It is great to see what the donations you give are doing for people! Each bike donated comes
with a card that has our information on it as well as a Bible verse!

Sewing With a Purpose
Tuesday, August 27, 2019, June Hahn and Debbie
McAllister delivered 7 stuffed teddy bears to the Batavia
Domestic Violence Safe House program through the
YWCA. Accepting this donation was Millie
Tommidy-Pepper, the Director of the YWCA. also an
inspirational counted cross stitch wall hanging was
included in this deliver. This project is in collaboration
of both Sewing with a Purpose and the Batavia Rotary
Club .

SWP wish list donations:
SWP is looking for the following items you or someone you know may
have around the house.
(Please do not go out and buy them.)

*Freezer paper
*Polyfil batting
*Clear Bins
*Shelving bookcases for sewing supplies
*Clear plastic zipper bags that sheets or blankets are sold in
*Serger thread or regular thread
*Serger
*SWP will be looking for a few large suitcases so we can send items to the Congo and Days for Girls Kits to Kenya. Summertime is a great time for yard sales.
These should be old suitcases that will not be returned. Don't spend a lot of
money on this...

Coffee Hour snacks needed
Hope that you have all enjoyed your summer and
all of the fun that it brings. As we get ready for fall, we
are thinking of ways to reconnect with our church family
with fellowship events.

We all like to enjoy snacks for coffee hour before and
after church. Please consider helping out by
supplying something from this list:

On Sunday, September 8, Sunday school will resume
AND it is “Invite a Friend” Sunday. After the service we
will have an indoor picnic! Hot dogs, drinks, and dessert
will be provided. Please bring a ‘summer’ dish to pass.

or

And ladies, save Saturday, September 14 for a ‘Lunch
Swap’ in the Fellowship Hall. Look for more details
from Marty Hammack. Sounds like fun!!
We served a light lunch (hot dogs) again for the August
20 Foodlink. We again enjoyed the breeze on a hot day
and fellowship with those that waited for the Foodlink
truck to arrive.
Our next Foodlink will be on September 17. This will be
our last outdoor hot dog lunch event. We will resume
indoor hot/soup lunches in October. We welcome ideas
(easy and low cost) for recipes to feed large crowds.
Coffee hour snacks will resume on September 8 (the first
Sunday of Sunday school). We again are looking for
help with setup, cleanup, baked goods, fruit, snacks etc.
Please see any of the Fellowship committee, if you are
able to help
If you have ideas for other events, please let us know.
Thanks to all who continue to help.

baked items, fruit,
vegetables,
cheese & crackers,
chips.
The committee also
accepts monetary donations towards the
purchase of snacks.

Contact Eunie Ely if
you can help in any way.

Don’t throw away your
empty ink cartridges!
There is a box in the
coffee hour foyer near
the long table where
Young Life Collects
them. This is an
ongoing fundraiser
for them.
They are able to get credit for empty ink cartridges
at one of the local office stores towards purchases
when they return them.
You can even bring in empty toner cartridges
from copy machines.

Church repairs / Work Day October 26th
We are looking for help in completing some projects that need to be done at Church
There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board, please sign up if you are able and have time
to do one of these projects- Thanks!

*Repair SW wall of west stall of downstairs large ladies room
*Repair front steps
*Wash upper windows inside and out
*Rehang curtains in back entrance
*Repaint outside lower windows and trim
*Paint stairwell in the back of the church
*Make an enclosure for the dehumidifier
*A cover needs to be built over the pipes in the corner of the nursery
- See Julie Foeller or Neva Lattimer with questions
*General painting

This month, please pray for:
Those with ongoing challenges and needs:
Chris Martz, Rob Charcholla, Aggie
Redinger, Delores Seward, David Hahn, Stu
and Ann Johnson, Adriane Broadbooks, Bob
and Kathy Cosgrove, , Nancy Alfes, Ruth
Morse’s brother-in-law (Andy), Janice
Langdon’s mother (Jo Files), Susan Brownell’s grandmother; Hazel Newsom -and her caretakers Susan’s
parents Paul and Sandy Harris, Rosemary Utz-friend of
McAllisters, Linda Elaine- Ruth Morse’s sister and for
her brother-in-law Harold (Andy, Malanie Glucksman,
and Evelyn Pangrazio-friend of Tom and Cyndy Jones.

and the family of Art Campbell.
The Youth of our church and our community.
Those serving as Missionaries:
Joseph Harvey in Impfondo; Uli Fernandez in Mexico;
Berti Berhami with Campus Crusades for Christ in Albania; Mark Randall with CRU; Scott Crosby now in
the states but still dealing with missions in the Far East,
Adrienne Cali with Young Life, and Kelsey Hill with
Campus Target, and John Gay.

Our Session, Deacons, Pastoral Search Committee,
Youth Leader Joe Rebisz, Personnel Committee, Nominating Committee, CE Committee and the many more
committees and ministries that help run the church.
Those fighting cancer: Dan For no, Stacy Cline, Gail Pray for the other local churches in our area (and your
Keene, Elaine Malkani-Cyndy Jones sister. Corky’s
area too!)
friend, Sharon fighting colon cancer.
President Donald Trump, his advisors, NYS Governor
Continued healing for Helen Hill’s sister-in-law Dor- Andrew Cuomo & all in authority in this community,
cas Arbach, June Hahn’s niece Ann Crone, Willard
state, nation & the world
Pengelly, & Joan Miller
The Servicemen & Women of the United States, as
Those who have lost loved ones:
well as our Veterans and their families
The family of Gordon Seward, the family of Cathy
to students who may be interested in going to Albania.
Haynes- Cyndy Jones sister, The family of Tom
Waterhouse- cousin of Bruce Glucksman,

To our giving church familyFor many years the Deacons have distributed boxes of food at
Thanksgiving and Christmas. We will be grateful for your
generosity during the months of September and October as you
help us fill these boxes. Please place your items in the bin in the
foyer.

For September - think CANS & JARS!
Soup, applesauce , corn
Gravy, peanut butter, green beans
Jelly, spaghetti sauce, etc...

Church Finances
July 2019
"Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food
in my Temple. If you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will
open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so
great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the
test!
Malachi 3:10
Our record of giving for 2019 continues to vary wildly as we go from
month to month. After the excellent giving of $18,798 for June, the
giving for July was $13,304, a drop of over $5,000. With this low income for July, we needed to withdraw $4,000 from the AIF, even
though the expenses for July were low, at $12,915.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT – JULY 2019

OPERATING FUND
Income

Sunday offering:
$8,781.00
Loose offering:
$423.00
Amortized one time gifts:
$4,100.00
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Total New Receipts
$13,304.00
Opening Balance (from previous month)
$483.98
Total Funds Available (opening balance + new receipts)
$13,787.98

Expenses

Gross Expenditures for the month
Line Item Paybacks received this month that reduce expenses
None

$12,915.19
$0.00

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Net Expenditures for the Month
$12,915.19
Accumulated Income Fund Transfer Needed to cover Expenditures
Extra Monthly Amortized Gift Overdrawn from the AIF
Monthly Amortized Gift Left in Accumulated Income Fund

$4,000.00
$0.00
$100.00

OPERATING FUND BALANCE

$772.79

DESIGNATED FUND

Opening Balance (from previous month)
New Designated Receipts
Total Designated Expenditures

$9,190.11
$0.00
$208.56

DESIGNATED FUND BALANCE

$8,981.55

TOTAL CHECKBOOK BALANCE (Operating Fund + Designated Fund)

$9,754.34

OTHER FUND ACTIVITY

Accumulated Income Fund
Activity in June
For July expenditures
Current Balance (7/31/2019)

-$4,000.00
$383,076.12

