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parshas Vayikra - Shabbos Zachor
Preparation

t's time to begin preparing
for Purim. The Yeshuos
Moshe of Viznitz zt’l said
that äðëä is gematriya áì çî,
mind and heart. Thus, it is
the time to prepare our minds
with Torah lessons about
Purim, and to prepare our
hearts with excitement and
longing for Purim.
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Rebbe Chanoch Henoch of
Alexander zt’l explains that
the Gemara understood ïéëä øùà
åì cannot mean that Haman
prepared the beam to hang
Mordechai,
because
the
concept of äðëä, preparation,
applies solely to mitzvos; it
doesn’t apply to other matters.
So, if it states that Haman
prepared the gallows it means
he prepared it to hang himself
on it, and to hang Haman
certainly is a mitzvah!

It states (Esther 1:21) êìîä ùòéå
ïëåîî øáãë. This can be
translated, êìîä ùòéå, the King,
The Mishnah (Megillah 2.)
Hashem, makes Purim, øáãë
states, “The megillah is read
ïëåîî, in accordance with how
on the 11th, 12th, and 13th
we prepared for it.
…” of Adar. We can explain
It also states (Esther 6:4) ïîäå that these three days before
ïéëä øùà õòä ìò éëãøî úà úåìúì ...àá Purim are days of preparation,
åì, “Haman came… to hang similar to the three days of
Mordechai on the õò (gallows) äìáâä éîé úùìù, which precede
that he prepared for him.” The Shavuos. Purim is a day of
Gemara (Megillah 16.) states, kabalas haTorah, similar to
åì ïéëä, Haman prepared the õò Shavuos, as the Gemara
for himself. He thought he (Shabbos 88) states, äåìá÷ øãä
prepared the gallows to hang ùøåùçà éîéá, “The nation
Mordechai, but he actually accepted the Torah again in
prepared it to hang himself. the days of Achashveirosh.”
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Therefore, just as there are
three days of preparation
before Shavuos, there are
three days of preparation
before Purim.
Another indication that Purim
needs preparation is the
Gemara (Megillah 30.), which
states that Shabbos Zachor
always falls on the Shabbos
before Purim, and never after
Purim. The reason being, that
there must be äøéëæ before äéùò,
which means that we must
remember [our obligation] to
destroy Amalek before we
actually do it through the
mitzvos of Purim. The
obligation to have äøéëæ precede
äéùò hints to the concept that
Purim needs preparation.

will I have a better Purim?
Perhaps I will have a drop
more of an inspirational
Purim, but is it really worth all
that effort to get to that small
level of inspiration?”
The following mashal from
the Satmar Rebbe zt’l will
answer that question:

Two people were walking
together for a long time, and
then one of them took one
step ahead, in front of his
friend. That extra step led him
onto an escalator, which
brought him to the next level.
The other one, who didn’t take
that extra step, remained
below. The difference between
them was only one step, but
they are now on entirely
Some people think, “Why
different planes.
should I prepare myself for
Purim? What difference will it This describes what happens
make? Even without making when one prepares. Everyone
preparations, I will hear the will be doing the same mitzvos
megillah and keep all the other on Purim. Everyone will be
mitzvos
of
Purim
like listening to the megillah,
everyone else. If I prepare for giving mishloach manos and
le’evyonim,
and
Purim by studying about it, matanos
praying and yearning for it, celebrating seudas Purim, but
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those who prepared will be at must not be a fool and lose
out on the opportunity.
least one step ahead, one step
more inspired. And that one
step makes all the difference. Even if one utilizes the
opportunity a little bit, he is
Taking Advantage of the Day
still a fool if he didn’t strive
Two people were caught for more. Reb Eliyahu Dessler
printing counterfeit money. zt’l (Michtav MiEliyahu, Elul
One printed dollars and the – Tishrei) told the following
other printed shekalim. They mashal: By doctors’ orders, a
were brought to court on the wealthy person and a poor
same day. The judge ruled that person needed to bathe in a
the person who printed dollars hot spring. The wealthy person
should go to prison for ten traveled to a hot spring resort,
years, and the person who and bathed there in the healing
printed shekalim should go to waters. He immersed in the
an asylum.
healing waters for several
hours. The poor person could
What was the judge’s logic?
not afford to go to the spa, so
The judge explained, “The
he went to the drugstore,
person who printed counterfeit
bought a bottle of hot springs
shekalim is a fool. He should
water, and rubbed the healing
have printed dollars and
waters on his body. That’s all
earned so much more money
he can do.
with the same effort! When
there is potential to earn a lot,
The nimshal is that Purim is a
only a fool will settle for less.
very holy and special time.
He deserves to be locked up in
We should immerse our entire
an institution…”
being, heart, and mind, into
This lesson is related to Purim, and then we will gain
and
material
Purim. One can earn so spiritual
much
ruchniyus
and blessings, and success in
gashmiyus on Purim. One abundance. There are those
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who do have some amount of
inspiration during Purim, but
they don’t totally immerse
themselves
into
the
wellsprings of this day. They
are like the pauper who rubs
himself with the healing hot
springs water, but isn’t totally
immersed in them. Our goal
should be like the proverbial
wealthy man, who immerses
entirely into the day.
The Gemara (Megillah 7:)
states, àøéæ 'øì äéèçùå äáø í÷, that
once, at the Purim seudah, due
to the drinking, “Rabba got up
and slaughtered Reb Zeira.”
(Afterwards,
Rabba
resurrected him with his
tefillos. Some say that the
Gemara is coming to teach the
potential of tefillah on Purim
— that one can even resurrect
the dead on that day through
prayers. Others say that the
Gemara is teaching us not to
follow the path of excessive
drinking.
Other
rishonim
disagree, as these matters are
discussed in Shulchan Aruch.)
If we translate their names, äáø
means great, and àøéæ means

small. Hinted here are two
paths for avodas Hashem. The
path of äáø, great, signifies
taking large strides in avodas
Hashem. This is when one
jumps up levels and totally
immerses himself in Hashem's
service. The other approach is
àøéòæ, small, which is to take
small and gradual steps of
improvement, without growing
rapidly. On Purim, äáø í÷
àøéæ 'øì äéèçùå, the approach of
Rabba, of taking large strides
slaughters and surmounts the
way of Zeira, of taking small
steps. Although there are times
one should grow gradually,
step by step, there are also
times when one should take a
giant leap forward. Purim isn’t
the time for taking small steps.
On Purim we should be
making large strides in avodas
Hashem, extending all our
strength towards attaining
incredible growth in avodas
Hashem, on this day.
The yetzer hara will definitely
prevent people from taking
advantage of the day, because
he knows how much they can
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gain. That is why the yetzer
hara often gives people
something to worry about on
Purim, to prevent them from
being totally immersed in the
Purim.
The
wise
will
recognize this as the yetzer
hara’s ploy, and not fall for
his tricks.
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Obviously, this trick only
worked for those who weren’t
familiar with the thieves’
ways. Those who know their
tactics wouldn’t stop to pick
up a coin. They knew that
they would lose much more
than gain. 1

The nimshal is the yetzer hara
Tzaddikim told the following
uses a similar technique to
mashal:
cause people to lose out on
The Polish thieves would go Purim. The yetzer hara gives
to the port and drop a coin on people something small to
the ground. When a wealthy worry about (or to be
person, who just docked, preoccupied with) and thereby
would
walk
down
the yetzer hara steals away their
gangplank with his expensive Purim. Instead of celebrating
baggage in hand and would Purim, they are lost thinking
see the coin, he would put about
some
insignificant
down his bag for a moment to matter. However, those who
pick up the coin. At that know the yetzer hara’s ways
moment the thieves would won’t fall for this, and they
grab the bag and ran off with will push away all worries to
it.
celebrate Purim properly.
There was another, similar technique, the Polish thieves employed.
One thief would go into a store and take something off the shelf. He
made sure that the shopkeeper saw he was stealing, and then run off. The
shopkeeper would run after the thief, while in the meantime, the store was
left unattended. Another thief would then enter the store and take all the
money. Once again, their tactic was to get the wealthy distracted with
something small, and then they could steal from them something big.
1.
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Mordechai wanted Purim to be
a yom tov; a day when work
is forbidden. Although the
nation accepted all aspects of
Purim, this aspect, that Purim
should be a yom tov, they
didn’t accept.
It states (Esther 9:19), ïë ìò
øùò òáøà íåé úà íéùåò ...íéãåäéä
áåè íåéå äúùîå äçîù øãà ùãçì
úåðî çåìùîå, “Therefore the
Yidden…make the fourteenth
of Adar a day of celebration, a
yom tov, with mashlaoch
manos…”
Afterwards (Esther 9:22), it
lists once again the mitzvos of
Purim, but this time it doesn’t
state that Purim is a yom tov.
The Gemara (Megillah 5:)
explains
that
Mordechai
wanted Purim to be a day
when work is forbidden, but
Klal Yisrael didn’t accept that
aspect of Purim. verse 19
mentions Mordechai’s original
decree and verse 22 is the
result, when Purim did not
become a yom tov.
The

Yismach

Moshe

(Na’ch) asks, why does the
Megillah
(Esther
9:19)
mention the aspect of yom tov
with Purim, if it never happen
in the end?
He answers that in one way,
Purim is a yom tov. Chazal
say (Beitza 16.), ìù åéúåðåæî ìë
úàöåäî õåç ä"øî åì ïéáåö÷ íãà
åéðá úåàöåäå áåè íåé úåàöåäå úåúáù
íàå åì ïéúçåô úçô íàù äøåú ãåîìúì
åì
ïéôéñåî
óéñåä,
“One’s
parnassah is determined on
Rosh Hashanah. Exceptions
are expenses for Shabbos,
yom tov, and for Torah
classes for one’s children. For
these matters, one who
expends less will receive less
and one who expends more
will receive more.”

There is a quota for each
year’s income. If one goes
beyond that quota, he won’t
get more. Therefore, one must
be cautious with his money.
Exceptions are expenses for
Shabbos, yom tov, and Torah
classes for his children. One
never loses money due to
these expenses. Whatever he
spends will be refunded.
zt’l
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The Yismach Moshe explains
that Purim became a yom tov
with respect to this factor.
The money one spends on
the Purim meal will not be
deducted from his yearly
income. One need not be
afraid to spend money on a
good
meal
for
Purim,
because whatever he spends
will be refunded.
Purim and Emunah .

Purim teaches us that even
when everything seems natural
miracles are taking place all
around us.
The story of the Purim
miracles could be explained
according to the rules of
nature. It’s reasonable that
Achashveirosh would be angry
with Vashti, because she
affronted him. It is also natural
that he would choose Esther to
be the queen, for she was the
most beautiful woman in the
world. Each detail of the
megillah can be explained
according to the rules of
nature. Only when we take a
collective look at everything
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that occurred can we see that
it was all led and arranged by
Hashem. This is the unique
message of Purim, to know
that even when everything
appears natural, Hashem’s
Hand is guiding everything.
As mentioned above, the
Mishnah (Megillah 2) states:
“The megillah is read on the
11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and
15th, not later and not earlier.”
The Turei Even asks: Why
does the Mishnah need to
clarify, “Not later and not
earlier”? The Mishnah tells us
the five days the megillah can
be read, and it’s quite obvious
that before and after those
dates aren’t the right time to
read the megillah!
The Bris Kehunas Olam
answers: the sum total of the
dates equals 65: (11 + 12 + 13
+ 14 +15 = 65) the same as
Hashem’s name é"ðãà. The
name é"ðãà is used when
Hashem leads the world by the
rules of nature. The five dates,
which are gematriya é"ðãà,
signifies Purim’s lesson that
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even when the world is run by in the megillah. They are only
nature, it is wholly Hashem’s hinted at in the úåáéú éùàø and
the úåáéú éôåñ, as the Arizal
hashgachah pratis.
The Mishnah says that we teaches. For example, the
don’t read the megillah before roshei teivos of ïîäå êìîä àáé
or after these dates. The date íåéä spell ä"éåä. And the final
before would be the 10th of letters of é"ì ä"åù å"ððéà ä"æ ìëå,
Adar, and the date after would spells ä"éåä, and there are other
examples too…”
be the 16th. 10 + 16 = 26.
Twenty-six is the gematriya of
Hashem’s name ä"éåä, the name
that denotes miracles. The
Mishnah emphasizes that we
don’t read the megillah on the
10th and on the 16th because
the message of the megillah
isn’t to teach us about ä"éåä
that Hashem can change the
rules of nature and perform
miracles. Pesach teaches us
that lesson. On Purim we want
to discover é"ðãà, that even
when the world seems to be
running its natural course,
Hashem is the One running
the world.
The Kedushas Levi (kedushah
rishonah) writes, “We will
explain, with Hashem’s help,
why Hashem’s name ä"éåä, and
likewise, no other name of
Hashem, is explicitly written

The Kedushas Levi explains
that Hashem’s presence wasn’t
revealed at that time, and the
megillah mirrors this, and
therefore His name isn't
mentioned.
Nevertheless,
Hashem’s name is found in the
roshei and sofei teivos in the
megillah, because through
examining all the episodes in
the
megillah
Hashem’s
presence became evident. The
Kedushas
Levi
writes,
“Since…the miracle came
about by the culmination of
several episodes, similarly,
Hashem’s name is written in
roshei teivos or sofei teivos of
several words. For, Hashem’s
Kingship was seen…through
the episodes that happened in
the times of Mordechai and
Esther, and an episode is
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comprised from several words.
This is the reason Hashem’s
name is found in the roshei or
sofei teivos, from several
words, but Hashem’s name, in
one word, isn’t stated...”
Obliterate the Memory of
Amalek

The Beis Aharon zt’l (p.67.)
writes, àåäù äî ìë ,ìàøùé ùéà ìë
äéùòä åæáù [äðååëä] úåéäì êéøö ,äùåò
÷ìîò ìù øëæ ÷çîúé, “Every Yid,
with everything he does, his
intention must be that this
deed should obliterate the
memory of Amalek. äéäé øùàëå
éðà çåèá éæà ìàøùé øá ìë äæá øäæð
úåøöä ìëî íéøåèô åéäé øäî ùéç øùà,
“When all Yidden will be
cautious to do so, I am
certain that very soon, they
will be redeemed from all
tzaros.”
The
renowned
Stoliner
chassid, Reb Zalman Brizel
zt’l, would say, åîù çîé, “May
Amalek’s name be erased”
when performing a mitzvah, as
per the teachings of the Beis
Aharon (of Stolin) zt’l, this
should be one’s intention
when performing mitzvos.
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Once, as Reb Zalman was
putting his shoes on after
immersing in the mikvah, he
shouted !åîù çîé !åîù çîé.
Someone heard him and
assumed that Reb Zalman
was angry with someone for
some reason. He asked Reb
Zalman whether he can be of
any help. Reb Zalman replied
that he isn’t angry with
anyone. He was tying his
shoes according to halachah:
first the left shoe and then
the right shoe, and the Beis
Aharon says that with every
good deed one should intend
that it should erase and
destroy Amalek. I was saying
åîù çîé! May putting my
shoes on according to the
halachah destroy Amalek’s
name.”
Surely, keeping the mitzvos
of Shabbos Zachor will
destroy Amalek.
Rebbe Tzaddok HaCohen
(Divrei Sofrim #29) writes, “I
learned from my teachers that
Shabbos Zachor is mesugal
for bearing children. On
Shabbos Zachor, we read in

10
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the Torah about destroying
Amalek
[that
Amalek
shouldn’t have offspring].
Thus, in contrast, on the side
of holiness, the offspring of
Bnei Yisrael will multiply…”

mattan Torah, on the 7th of
Sivan, all Jewish women
became pregnant with boys. If
we take this a step further, and
say the children were born
nine months later, this means
the children were born on the
7th of Adar. The Shabbos
afterwards,
everyone
celebrated a shalom zachor. In
commemoration of all those
shalom zachors this Shabbos
is called Shabbos Zachor.

Rebbe Aharon of Belz zt’l said
to someone who didn’t have
children that Purim is mesugal
for bearing children. This is
because Hashem performs the
mitzvah of mishloach manos,
and
Hashem’s
mishloach
The many shalom zachors also
manos is children.
hints to the increase of
This Shabbos is called children that Shabbos Zachor
Shabbos Zachor because we
is associated with.
read in the Torah, øùà úà øåëæ
Taanis Esther
÷ìîò êì äùò, “Remember what
Most Rabbinically ordained
Amalek did to you…”
fast days commemorate the
Bederech tzachus, people say churban Beis HaMikdash, but
that it’s called Shabbos Zachor Taanis Esther does not. So
because of the special shalom why do we fast on this day?
zachors that were celebrated
on this Shabbos, in the past. The Mishnah Berurah (686:2)
For example, Moshe Rabbeinu explains, “In the days of
was born on the 7th of Adar. Mordechai and Esther, the
This means his shalom zachor nation gathered on the 13th of
Adar to wage war, to protect
was on this Shabbos.
themselves. At that time they
Additionally, Chazal (Shabbos prayed
for
Hashem’s
89:) teach that the day after compassion, Hashem should
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help them avenge their
enemies. Whenever Yidden go
to war they fast. We know this
from the war Moshe Rabbeinu
waged against Amalek, for he
fasted by that war. We are
therefore certain that in the era
of Mordechai and Esther, the
nation fasted as they waged
war. We therefore fast on the
13th of Adar. It is our
reminder that Hashem sees
and hears every Yid in sorrow
when he fasts and does
teshuvah with all his heart, as
Hashem did in those days.”
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extremely happy for the
miracles Hakadosh Baruch Hu
performed for them against the
rasha Haman, and against his
children, and other resha’im of
that time…and Chazal say,
‘one is obligated to be happy
with
wine
on
Purim,’
therefore, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu said we should fast before
Purim, because fasting is a
segulah to be saved from sins.
It protects us from the satan so
that the Satan shouldn’t be
mekatreg and lead the Jewish
nation to sin due to the
abundant eating and drinking
on Purim. It is therefore
important to have kavanah in
the selichos of Taanis Esther
when we say ‘...øôñî éúîá’. The
final stanza of this part of
selichos is øáòäå äìéôú òîåù
äìôéú, ‘Listen to our prayers
and remove sins…’ etc. When
saying these words have
kavanah that he shouldn’t sin,
chas veshalom, due to the
eating and drinking and
festivities of Purim...”

A different explanation for
Taanis Esther is to pray that
we shouldn’t sin on Purim due
to the happiness, eating and
drinking on Purim.
The Kav HaYashar (ch.97,
quoting the Beis Yosef’s
magid/malach)
writes,
“Hashem’s hashgachah is
always over Bnei Yisrael, for
they are His lot, His chosen
nation, and He wants to grant
them Olam Haba. Therefore,
when the 14th of Adar is
approaching, the day the The Kav HaYashar adds that
Jewish
nation
will
be on Taanis Esther one should

12
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say Tehillim (chapter 22), and Purim… rouse Mordechai and
merits,
because
afterwards request, in his own Esther’s
words, for anything he needs. Taanis Esther and Purim are
days of äáäàå ïåöø, desire and
The Kav HaYashar writes,
love. It is good to pray on
“People from the villages
Taanis Esther, and the One
should come to the city, so
who listens to prayers will
they can daven in a beis
compassionately answer your
kneses [with a minyan] on
tefillos, amen.” 2
Taanis Esther, because Taanis
Esther is very mesugal for our
Purim and Yom Kippurim
tefillos to be answered in the
The Tikunei Zohar (p.57:)
merits of Mordechai and
states that the translation of íåé
Esther. Whoever needs a
íéøåôë is that Yom Kippur is a
salvation should take the time
day íéøåô-ë, like
Purim.
to say chapter 22 of Tehillim,
Everyone is aware of the
“øçùä úìéà,” and afterwards
awesomeness of Yom Kippur.
pour his heart out in prayer
This Zohar teaches us that
before Hashem, to request his
Purim is a similar special day.
needs, and to rouse the merits
of Mordechai and Esther. In The Ruzhiner zy’a notes that
their merits, Hashem will Chazal didn’t say “Purim is
listen to his tefillos, open up like Yom Kippur.” They said
the gates of compassion, and “Yom Kippur is like Purim.”
answer
his
tefillos… This implies that Purim is
Therefore, beloved people of even greater than Yom
Hashem, the holy nation, who Kippur.
gather to listen to megillah on The Tikunei Zohar writes, íåé
Reb Yeiva of Ostra’a was very poor, and on Purim, someone came
to make him happy. Reb Yeiva said that it was Mordechai himself,
because Mordechai is the baal simchah of Purim, and he comes to every
Yid to bring him happiness.
2.
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ééåðùìå äéá àâðòúàì ïéãéúòã ,íéøåô-ë
âðåòì éåðéòî äéì, “Yom Kippur is
like Purim, because in the
future people will enjoy
pleasure on Yom Kippur. It
will turn over from being a
day of affliction and fasting to
being a day of pleasure.” 3
One of the
similarities
between Purim and Yom
HaKippurim is that they are
both days for kaparah,
atonement.
The Sfas Emes (è"ìøú) explains
that the atonement of Yom
Kippur is attained by fasting,
and the atonement of Purim
comes through celebrating.
About Yom Kippur it states
(Shemos 30:10), ïøäà åéìò øôëå
3.
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íéøåôéëä úàèç íãî äðùá úçà åéúåðø÷
íëéúåøåãì åéìò øôëé äðùá úçà,
“Aharon will put the blood of
the korbanos on the corners of
the mizbeiach [the mizbeiach
for the ketores] only once a
year, by the korban chatas of
Yom Kippur. Once a year,
there will be atonement.” The
words äðùá úçà, “once a year,”
is written twice in this pasuk.
The Imrei Noam (Dzhikov)
zt’l explained that the double
“once a year” is referring to
Purim and Yom Kippur. They
are the two øôëé äðùá úçà, one
day of the year for atonement.
The difference between them
is that the atonement of Yom
Kippur is from the korbanos,
while the kaparah of Purim is

The Mishnah Berurah (90:28) quotes a Radvaz who discusses a
prisoner whose jailors grants him permission to leave the prison for
one day, to go to the beis kneses to pray. The question is which day he
should choose to go to beis knesses. The Radvaz says that he should take
the first opportunity. Even if it is a regular weekday, he should go to the
beis knesses to daven, because when a mitzvah comes one’s way, one
should take advantage of it, and shouldn’t push it off for later. He writes,
ולא יחמיץ המצוה להמתין על יום כיפור או פורים, “Don't push off the mitzvah and
wait for Yom Kippur or for Purim…” Notice that the Radvaz didn’t say “Don't
push off the mitzvah and wait for Yom Kippur or Rosh Hashanah.” Rather
he mentions “Yom Kippur or Purim.” This hints at the greatness of Purim.

14
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without
bringing tzedakah money for Purim.
Whoever puts out his hand, we
korbanos.
give him.”
The Gemara says Yom Kippur
atones for those who do This means, if a community
tzedakah
money,
teshuvah. The Ruzhiner zt’l has
taught that Purim is greater, designated to helping the poor
because the kaparah of Purim make the Purim meal, it
is attained even if one doesn’t should be distributed to
whoever requests, without
do teshuvah.
checking whether they really
The Ruzhiner’s grandson, need it. Thus, on Purim we
Rebbe Yisrael of Tchortkov give to the deserving and the
zt’l, explained the reason
non-deserving alike.
Purim atones even without
There is a rule that Hashem
teshuvah:
deals with us in the same way
It states (Shulchan Aruch that we deal with others. As
694:3), àìà íéøåô úåòîá ïé÷ã÷ãî ïéà Chazal (Megillah 7.) say, åîé÷
åì íéðúåð ãé èùåôù éî ìë, “One äèîì åìá÷ù äî äìòîì, which can
doesn’t check out people when be translated, “Heaven does as
people
below.” 4
it comes to distributing the
even

The Sfas Emes (Megillah 7:  רבה שדר, )ד"ה בגמראwrites a chiddush
(innovated halachah) that it isn’t proper for a regular person to send
mishloach manos to someone greater than him, such as to a rav or to a
rosh yeshiva, because the Megillah states, משלוח מנות איש לרעהו, “food gifts,
a man to his friend” and it isn’t proper for a regular person to call someone
much greater than him, “my friend.” However, the Sfas Emes accedes, if
this great person gave him mishloach manos that means he considers him
a friend, and he may reciprocate, and send him mishloach manos back.
On Purim, Hakadosh Baruch Hu sends mishloach manos to the Jewish
nation, which is bounties of goodness. After Hakadosh Baruch Hu
consideres us רעהו, His friends, we can reciprocate and send Him
4.
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Therefore, on Purim, when we
give to everyone, Heaven
mirrors our attitude and grants
atonement to all people. Just
as
we
aren’t
selective
regarding
who
deserves
tzedakah, Heaven also isn’t
selective, and Hashem forgives
anybody
who
requests
atonement. This is the reason
one can attain atonement on
Purim, even without teshuvah,
even
when
underserving.
Hashem is benevolent to
everyone, and forgives their
sins. 5
We sing, áåèì øåëæ äðåáøç íâå,
which can mean even those
who are äðáøåç, destroyed by
sins, áåèì øåëæ they are
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remembered for good and for
atonement, on Purim.
Another similarity between
Purim and Yom Kippur is they
are both forever. The Rashba
(I Teshuvah 93) writes that
due to sins, there may come a
time when Hashem will take
away the holidays from us. As
it states, úáùå ãòåî ïåéöá 'ä úáù…
Purim however is different, for
it will never be taken away
from us. As it states (Esther
9:28), êåúî åøáòé àì íéøåôä éîéå
íòøæî óåñé àì íøëæå íéãåäéä, “The
days of Purim will never leave
the Yidden; its memory will
never cease from
their
children.” Yom Kippur is also
eternal, as it states, úàæ äúéäå

mishloach manos. Our mishloach manos to Hashem are the mitzvos
of Purim.
The custom of mishlaoch manos is to give the food together with the dish.
(One doesn’t ask for the dish back after delivering the food.) This hints that
on Purim Hashem gives us His mishloach manos of bounty together with
the dish. This means that even if one doesn’t have a dish to accept
Hashem’s bounty (which means he isn’t deserving of Hashem’s bounty),
Hashem gives him the utensil too, to enable him to receive the bounty.
5. Shulchan Aruch states, “ כל הפושט יד נותנים לוWhoever stretches out
his hand, we give him.” We can also explain these words to mean, כל
הפושט יד, even the hand of a simple, pashute Yid, when he wants to
become close to Hashem, נותנים לו, Hashem grants that to him.
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íìåò ú÷ç íëì, “This day will be achieved the entire day of
Purim! It’s a very special day,
for you forever…”
but it’s also a much concealed
The tzaddikim of Slonim zt'l day. We don’t say Kiddush,
told the following mashal to and work is permitted. This is
describe the essence of Purim: to conceal the greatness of the
A king was moving to a new day from those who aren’t
palace, and his servants carried worthy. But those who do
all the king's belongings from know, can utilize this day with
his old palace to the new one. joy, with the mitzvos, and with
The king had many secret tefillah, and receive the
documents. How can they be greatest blessings from Above.
brought over safely? Who can
guarantee that they won't be The Torah writes (Vayikra
stolen or lost? The king’s men 16:2), ùãå÷ä ìà úò ìëá àáé ìàå,
were cautious, and managed to “The Cohen Gadol can’t go
bring over the documents to into the Kodesh Kadoshim at
the new palace without a all times.” He may only go
hitch. Their greatest fear was there on Yom Kippur, when
to bring over the king's crown. he brings the Yom Kippur
korbanos.
They decided to place the
crown on a simple wagon, But on Purim each Yid may
cover it with straw. No one enter the Kodesh Kadoshim.
will guess that the crown is As the Shinover Rav zt’l
there, and in this manner taught: On Purim every Yid
deliver it to its new location. has the power of tefillah,
This mashal describes Purim.
The Arizal taught that what a
Yid accomplishes when he
says Keser (Kedushah) on
Yom Kippur [which is a very
exalted moment] can be

similar to the Cohen Gadol,
who entered the Kodesh
Kadoshim, on Yom Kippur.
This is hinted at in Megillas
Esther (4:16) where it states,
úãë àì øùà êìîä ìà àåáà ïëáå,
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“And so I shall go to the king
illegally.” The Sfas Emes zt’l
(Purim æ"ðøú) explains that on
Purim we go to the King, to
Hashem, to the Kodesh
Kadoshim, úãë àì øùà, not
according to the laws of the
Torah, which only permits the
Cohen Gadol to go on Yom
Kippur. But on Purim, every
Yid has permission to come so
close to Hashem, keviyachol.
The Chasam Sofer zt’l (I
Drashos p.156:) writes: Purim
is a very great day. It is
greater than Shavuos, because
they were forced to accept
the Torah on Shavuos. Har
Sinai was raised above their
heads, thus requiring them
and forcing them to receive
the Torah. On Purim, the
Jewish nation accepted the
Torah from love (see Shabbos
88.). So in that aspect Purim
is greater than Shavuos.
Purim is also greater than
Pesach, because Pesach we
celebrate
liberation
from
slavery to freedom, while on
Purim we celebrate salvation
from death to life. Thus,
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Purim is greater and holier
than Pesach and Shavuos.
It states (Esther 9:18), åúà äùòå
äçîùå äúùî íåé, “He made it a
day of drinking and joy.” It
seems it should say, åùòå,
“They made it…” that the
Jewish nation made it a day of
rejoicing and joy. The Sfas
Emes (Purim á"ðøú) writes,
“The pasuk is referring to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, for
Hakadosh
Baruch
Hu
celebrates Purim. He rejoices
that Bnei Yisrael was saved
from Haman’sdecree, which
was also decreed in heaven.
When the gezeirah was
annulled due to their teshuvah,
Hashem made it a holiday…
Just as we discuss the miracles
that occurred on Purim, the
miracles are discussed in
heaven, as well…”
Tefillah on Purim

When one speaks to a king, he
requests, he pleas, but he
doesn’t demand. It isn’t
derech eretz to demand
something from a king. Yet,
we find in the megillah that
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Haman
demanded
from
Achashveirosh. For example,
Zeresh told Haman (Esther
5:14), úà åìúéå êìîì øåîà ø÷ááå
åéìò éëãøî, “In the morning tell
the
king
to
hang
Mordechai…” She didn’t tell
him to ask the king to hang
Mordechai, rather "tell the
king…" as though Haman can
tell Achashveirosh what to do.
Haman followed her advice.
He came to Achashveirosh
(6:4) êìîì øîàì éëãøî úà úåìúì
õòä ìò, “To tell the king to
hang Mordechai on the
gallows…” How could he do
that? How can one tell the
king what to do?
The answer is, Haman became
greater than Achashveirosh.
As the Gemara (Megillah 15.)
states, ùøåùçàî ïîä äáâ, "Haman
became
greater
than
Achashveirosh.” Similarly, the
Yalkut Shimoni states that
Haman’s äîéá, stage, was

6.

higher than Achashveirosh’s.
Haman could therefore tell
Achashveirosh whatever he
wants, and Achashveirosh
would be obliged to listen.
Then the miracle occurred,
àåä êåôäðå, and everything
turned around. Haman lost his
greatness, and Mordechai and
the Jewish people were raised
to greatness. Therefore, the
Shem MiShmuel writes, on
Purim, the Jewish nation have
the ability to, keviyachol, tell
Hashem how things should be.
Every Yid becomes like the
tzaddikim, about whom it
states, íéé÷î ä"á÷äå øæåâ ÷éãö, the
tzaddik decrees and Hakadosh
Baruch Hu does as they say.
This is our incredible power of
tefillah that we have on
Purim. 6
The Imrei Noam writes, éîéá
ãò ïåöøäå íéîçøä úåøáâúä ùé íéøåô
ùàø äìòîì, “On the days of
Purim [the 14th and the 15th

However, one must pray before Hashem with the same earnestness
and passion as Haman had when he went to tell Achashveirosh to
hang Mordechai.
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of Purim] compassion and Yid is like a tzaddik of the
generation on this day. 7
love is increased to the highest
degrees,” and therefore they
The Pela Yoetz (HaKadmon)
are special days for tefillah.
writes that on Purim, even
The Ateres Tzvi zt’l taught the tefillah of someone
beyichudus
(by
that one can accomplish even davening
more on Shushan Purim than himself, without a minyan) is
on Purim. We should therefore beloved and accepted. This is
expend lots of efforts in hinted at in the pasuk (Esther
tefillah on Purim and on 9:25), ... øîà êìîä éðôì äàåááå
äòøä åúáùçî áåùé, “When she
Shushan Purim.
came before the king… [she
Tzaddikim would say, øòãòé said] may Haman’s bad plans
øåãä ÷éãö à èøòåå øòâåîù, every be foiled…” Hinted here is
person, even those at low even
when
a
person
levels, becomes like the approaches Hashem alone,
tzaddik of the generation, for without a minyan, the tefillos
his tefillos are answered on
are accepted.
this day.
It states in Segulas Yisrael, ”I
Therefore
we
praise learned from a gadol z’l that
Mordechai
in
Shoshanas on Purim it is mesugal to rise
Yaakov,
éãåäéä
éëãøî, early in the morning and to
“Mordechai the Yid.” On daven a lot, and to request
Purim, the greatest praise is from Hashem Yisborach for
simply being a éãåäé, because a éðåæîå ééç éðá, children, health,
7.

Chazal (Taanis 29:) teach that if one must have a court case with
a non-Jew, he should schedule the date for Adar, because then it is
a good mazal for the Jewish nation. This advice is stated for each and
every Yid, even for Yidden who are on low levels, and even for Yidden
who are resha’im. Because in Adar, especially on Purim, every Yid is on
the highest level.
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and parnassah, and for any
other matter. One should pray
for himself and for his
relatives, because Purim is a
very great eis ratzon, desired
time, for tefillah, and all
worlds are happy and want to
give…” (This segulah was
also taught by the Baal Shem
Tov’s students.)

ñð). We were redeemed,
therefore
we
must
ask
compassion
that
Hashem
redeem us once again.”

The halachah is that we don’t
say tachanun on Purim,
nevertheless, we must know
that Purim is a ñð íåé, a day
of miracles, and we can
daven on this day for the
Rebbe Yitzchak Eizak of geulah sheleimah and for all
our needs.
Kamarna zt’l writes, “We
received the kabbalah that The Mar'eh Yechezkel zt’l
during the days of Purim a teaches that throughout the
small neshamah can go to the year, when one prays for íéøáã
heichal of a great tzaddik, and íééçøëä,
things
that
are
no one can stop him. All his absolutely necessary, such as
tefillos go up to Keser without health, food, and the like, his
any disturbance… I received tefillos
will
always
be
this in a whisper and I am answered. However, when one
revealing it, like someone who davens for luxuries, such as
reveals a secret, because of my wealth, or other matters, one
love to the Jewish nation. I can live without, it isn’t
opened up a crack, and there certain that Hashem will grant
are great secrets here.”
him his wishes. Heaven will
The Tur (693) writes, “Rav
Amram z’l writes, the custom
of the two yeshivos (two
renowned communities) is to
say tachanun on Purim, since
it is a day of miracles (íåé

weigh the cons and the pros
and decide whether to grant
him or not.
He writes that this is alluded
to in the pasuk (Yeshaya 9:12),
íä ãåò ,äðòà éðàå åàø÷é íøè äéäå
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òîùà éðàå íéøáãî. The pasuk is
discussing two types of
tefillah. When one prays for
matters that he absolutely
needs (such as food, clothing,
and the like) Hashem says éðàå
äðòà, “I will answer, and grant
him his wishes.” However,ãåò
íéøáãî íä, when one prays for
ãåò, extra matters, such as
luxuries, Hashem says éðàå
òîùà, “I will listen.” Hashem
listens and considers, but it
isn’t certain that He will give
him his requests.
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Metzudas Dovid explains, àìå
éì äéîåã, I am not silent and
I continue to pray, because
my tefillos weren’t answered
yet. Thus the pasuk is
discussing someone who is
praying, and finds his prayers
aren't being answered.

The Gemara (Megillah 4.)
learns from this pasuk that
one should read the megillah
by day and at night just as
the Yidden prayed for their
salvation by day and at
night, in the days of
Mordechai and Esther.
Purim is an exception. Even
the tefillos for extravagances
will be answered. This is This is surprising, because
hinted at in the pasuk (Esther shouldn’t the pasuk, which
9:12), ùòúå ãåò êúù÷á äîå, “What alludes to the Jewish people’s
else do you request, and it will tefillos in the days of
be done.” On Purim even Mordechai and Esther, refer to
ãåò êúù÷á, your requests for when Hashem answers their
unnecessary matters, ùòúå, will tefillos? Why does this pasuk
discuss when Hashem doesn’t
be answered.
listen to their prayers? We can
It states (Tehillim 22:3), é÷ìà answer that after Purim passes,
äðòú àìå íîåé àø÷à, “I call one will always have the
Hashem by day and I wasn’t feeling that äðòú àìå, that he
answered, éì äéîåã àìå äìéìå, wasn’t answered. The power
and I call Hashem at night of our tefillah is so great on
and I am not silent.” The Purim, and the possibilities are
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endless, no matter how much
one receives, he will be left
with the sensation, “But it
could have been so much
more! If only I had davened
some more!”
To explain this point with a
mashal, imagine someone who
came across a mountain
covered with diamonds. He
fills all his pockets with
diamonds, tucks diamonds
under his belt, in his hat,
inside his shoes and socks,
and he wishes he had more
pockets where he could put in
more diamonds. When he
leaves the site, he is happy
with what he took, but he also
has an aching feeling, “Why
couldn’t I take more?” This is
the implication of àìå ...äðòú àìå
éì äéîåã. A feeling that I didn’t
get everything I wanted,
because there was so much
more available.
Once, there was a drought, and
people came to the Baal Shem
Tov zt’l, requesting that he
pray for rain. The Baal Shem
Tov told his students, "I am

unable to cancel this decree,
but there is a certain person
who can. It isn’t very easy to
speak with him, because he is
a drunk, and he is only sober
the moment he wakes up.
Then he begins drinking again.
You must catch him in that
moment of sobriety, and ask
him to pray for rain."
The students traveled to that
Yid and waited for the
opportunity. One morning,
they were present the moment
he woke up. He was
alreadyreaching for his bottle,
but his students stopped him.
"We want you to pray for us,
it should rain."
"Don’t you see I'm a drunk?
Why do you want me to pray
for you?"
"Yes! We need your prayers,
because the Baal Shem Tov
told us your tefillos are
powerful.”
"There
must
be
some
mistake."
"There’s no mistake. The Baal
Shem Tov said that only you
can help us, and we beg you
to pray for rain…"
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The man raised his hands, This mitzvah created a
davened, and it immediately commotion in heaven. In
began to rain.
reward, Heaven granted him
the
power
of
tefillah.
When the students returned, Whatever he would daven for,
the Baal Shem Tov told them, would transpire. But since he
“As you saw, this man isn't the was a sinful person, he might
greatest tzaddik. But he once use his power of tefillah in
did a good deed, and was bad ways. Therefore, heaven
rewarded with the power of decreed that he be a drunk. In
tefillah. He once took a bundle this manner, he hardly had
of money and set out to time and sobriety to daven. He
commit a grave sin. Along the wasn’t even aware that he had
way he came across a poor these special powers of
family sitting on the roadside. tefillah. But the Baal Shem
The children were crying, and Tov knew, and therefore sent
the parents looked forlorn. The his students to ask him him to
pitiful sight roused his mercy,
pray for rain.
and he asked them to tell him
The
Chidushei
HaRim
what happened.
They said, "We couldn’t pay repeated this story on Purim.
the rent, so our landlord put us He explained that this is the
reason Chazal gave the
out on the street..."
mitzvah to drink on Purim. On
He asked them how much Purim, everyone has the great
money they needed, and they power of tefillah. All one’s
told him. It was the exact requests on this day will be
amount of money he had in answered. To conceal the great
his pouch, which he prepared gift, Chazal decreed that
for the aveirah. He gave them people should drink, and they
all the money as a gift, and won’t even know that they
returned home.
have the power of tefillah.
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The Tefillos Were Answered

A magid shiur told me about
a student of his who was
falling very low, spiritually.
It seemed that he wasn’t
even putting on tefillin. The
magid shiur spoke with him,
tried to help him, but the boy
wasn’t ready to stop his
quick descent.
On Purim, when the magid
shiur was happy with wine, he
opened up the aron kodesh in
a beis kneses, and davened
and cried for that bachur.
Since that day, the bachur
changed. He began to learn
Torah with joy, and in a short
time finished a masechta, and
then another one. He turned
around, entirely. Everyone was
surprised. The change is
attributed to the very powerful
tefillos on Purim.
A few days before Purim, a
group of yungerleit from
Lakewood gathered to discuss
how they would spend the
Purim. Each of them had their
own story of woes they were
going through, and they

decided that on Purim they
would increase their tefillos,
and merit a yeshuah. They
knew that on Purim, èùåôä ìë
ãé, whatever one asks for, íéðúåð
åì, is given to him. They
planned when they would go
to sleep on Purim, when they
would wake up, how much
Tehilim they would say, when
they would learn Torah, and
when they would do the
mitzvos of the day. Soon after
Purim, each of them had their
yeshuah, and they publicized it
in a letter.
The wise should do similarly,
and Hashem will fulfill all
their needs as well.
I witnessed the following
story. It happened many years
ago in the Belzer beis medresh
in Bnei Brak. On the night of
Purim, the beis medresh was
filled with old and young
chassidim. Some said Tehillim,
others learned Torah, but there
was also a group of young
bachurim
speaking
about
unimportant matters. An older
bachur,
from
a
very
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respectable
family,
told
t\"}:?he boys, “Instead of
speaking idle talk, let’s say
Tehillim.” The boys agreed,
and they all said Tehillim with
hislahavus. After the young
bachurim
left
the
beis
medresh, this older bachur
remained
behind.
He
continued saying Tehillim with
immense kavanah. When he
finished the entire sefer
Tehillim it was time to prepare
for Shacharis.
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zt’l requested that all of his
children should be Rebbes,
and he said that a beis
medresh that doesn’t say the
entire Tehillim on Purim
shouldn’t
be
called
a
Nadvorna beis medresh.
The Beis Aharon (p.48.) writes
that with Tehillim, úàöì øùôà
ìëîå íéøöîä ìëîå íéúåèùä ìëî
íãàì åì ùéù íééåðéùä, “With
Tehillim, one can leave all his
foolish ways, and he can be
saved from all his problems,
and from all hardships.” This
promise regarding Tehillim
applies all year round. All the
more so, on Purim.

Immediately after Purim he
became engaged with an
extremely prominent family —
a shidduch the family never
dreamed would happen. He
merited a bayis ne’eman
beYisrael in the merit of the My grandfather, Rebbe Moshe
Tehillim he said on Purim Mordechai of Lelov zt’l
night.
would also say a lot of
Rebbe Mordechai of Nadvorna
Tehillim on Purim. 8
Many people were waiting outside the door of Rebbe Shimon Noson
Nota of Lelov zt’l to bring him mishloach manos, but the Rebbe wasn’t
coming out. One chassid, Reb Matisyahu Deitsch, courageously opened
the door and told the Rebbe that many people wanted to bring him
mishloach manos, and were waiting for him. The Rebbe replied, “The
avodah of the entire year comes from Purim. Do you want to take that away
from me?” The Rebbe told Reb Matisyahu to close the door.

8.
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The Gemara (Megillah 5.)
states, äçîù ìù äòéèð òèð éáø
íéøåôá, Rebbe planted a plant of
joy on Purim.”
Generally, planting doesn’t
cause joy. As it states
(Tehillim 126:5), äòîãá íéòøåæä
åøö÷é äðøá, “Those who sow
with tears reap with joy.” The
harvest is joyous, but not the
sowing, because when one
plants, one isn’t certain it will
grow. So what does it mean
when the Gemara says "Rebbe
planted joy on Purim"?

simultaneously
collect
information about the country
he’s spying. He must also be
cautious when he writes letters
to his homeland, because it is
likely that his letters will be
sensored. His letter must
appear as though he is telling
about life in the country he's
in, such as who is getting
married and the sites he saw,
and here and there throw in a
few code words. The country
that
receives
the
letter
understands the codes, and
acquires the information they
seek. They might discover
where the enemy's army is
situated, what their plans are,
and so on.

The answer is, whatever one
plants on Purim will definitely
grow. Because when one
invests in Torah and tefillah,
happiness and mitzvos, on
Purim, it will certainly bear Reb Yechezkel Abramsky tells
fruit. Therefore, on Purim, that the megillah ends (10:12),
also the planting is joyous.
úìåãâ úùøôå åúøåáâå åô÷ú äùòî ìëå
éøáã øôñ ìò íéáåúë íä àåìä ...éëãøî
It isn't History
ñøôå éãî éëìîì íéîéä, “The deed
Reb Yechezkel Abramsky zt’l
and greatness of Mordechai…
discussed
the
following
behold they are written in the
analogy:
book of chronicles for the
It is extremely dangerous to be kings of Maday and Persia.”
a spy. He must be cautious not This means, history is written
to rouse suspicion, while in other books. The purpose of
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the megillah isn't history, lessons of mussar, teaching us
how to live.” 9
rather it's hinting to great
secrets.
The Darkei Moshe (693:4)
writes that on Purim morning,
As the Yaaras Dvash (1:3)
if there is a child that needs a
writes, “Wise nation who
bris milah, the bris should be
Hashem chose from all other
performed before reading the
nations, please don’t think
megillah, so when the pasuk
Megillas Esther is a history
ø÷éå ïåùùå äçîùå äøåà äúéä íéãåäéì ,
book, telling the stories that
is read, the child will also be
happened to our forefathers…
counted as a éãåäé, for he will
It is called øúñà úìâî because it
be after his bris.
has ãåàîì úéùàøá éùòî íéøúñ éøúñ,
great secrets of Creation… In This
halachah
clearly
addition, there are many demonstrates that when we
The Baal Shem Tov zy'a was once the Shabbos guest of a wealthy
man. The host honored the Baal Shem Tov immensely, and
performed the mitzvah of hachnasas orchim beautifully. After Shabbos, the
Baal Shem Tov thanked him, and asked him to deliver a letter to someone
in a nearby town.
The wealthy man readily agreed. He took the letter and placed it in a
secure place, but the next day he totally forgot about the letter.
Years passed; the wheel of fortune turned, and he lost all his money. He
had to sell his assets in order to support his family.
Once, as he searched for something to sell, he came across the Baal
Shem Tov's letter. He immediately delivered it to the intended address. The
letter said, "The man standing before you is a worthy person. He was once
wealthy but lost all his wealth. See what you can do to help him."
The receiver of the letter helped him start a business, and he became
wealthy once again.
Megilas Esther is called a letter, as it states, ( דברי האגרת הזאתEsther
9:26) and it contains all the messages and inspiration we need to know
for our lives.
9.
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read the pasuk äúéä íéãåäéì
äøåà, it isn’t solely telling
about the past. It is about the
present as well. 10
Miracles Today

Chazal tell us (Megillah 17) :
àöåé àì òøôîì äìéâîä úà àøå÷ä,
“When one reads the megillah
òøôîì, in reverse, he isn’t
yotzeh.” The Baal Shem Tov
zy’a explains that òøôîì means
he reads the megillah as a
miracle of the past that
happened three thousand years
ago,
and
doesn’t
have
anything to do with the
present. If one reads the
megillah with that notion in
mind, he isn’t yotzeh. We want
to acquire awareness that
miracles are happening to us
even now. 11
The Chidushei HaRim zy’a

would often say: The people
who lived in Shushan during
the events stated in the
megillah were aware of
Vashti’s refusal to go to the
king, and the ensuing death
penalty. They knew the story
of Bigsan and Seresh. When
Esther became queen, it was
the talk of the town. But they
thought it was nothing more
than
current
events,
interesting scoops that didn’t
carry too much weight or
importance. When someone
came into the beis medresh to
tell what was happening in
Achashveirosh’s palace, the
scholars weren’t interested.
They would say, “Let’s learn
Torah. Why should we
discuss
current
events?”
However, in retrospect, all
those episodes, the ones they
thought were trivial and bitul

10. Each person should make certain to be among those who are called

יהודים, so the pasuk will be written about him, too.
11. The Minchas Elazer of Munkatz zy’a explained הקורא את המגילה למפרע
 לא יוצאcan mean “Someone who reads the megillah to pay a debt
(from the word  )פרעוןhe isn’t yotzeh.” We should listen to the megillah with
desire and with love, because we want to listen to the megillah, not solely
because we are obligated to.
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Torah to discuss became the unimportant. This is what
happened in the Purim story:
megillah itself!
Vashti was killed; Esther was
This is because everything brought to the palace, and all
happens by Hashem’s Hand, the countless details that led
and nothing is trivial. There up to the miracles that saved
are great secrets and miracles klal Yisrael... There will come
happening every moment, but a time when we will see that
often it isn’t understood, only everything was chesed. As it
states (Shemos 33:23), úà úéàøå
in retrospect.
åàøé àì éðôå éøåçà ‘You will see
The Chasam Sofer zt’l (Ki My back, but you will not see
Sisa) writes, “There are many My face.’ We only understand
things happening around the Hashem’s ways when we look
world, and we wonder why is back, and review what
Hashem doing this? But years occurred. Then we see that
later we understand that everything was chesed. But at
everything was for a purpose. the time things occur we don’t
Something good always comes understand why Hashem is
doing it.” 12
from what at first seemed

A poor person was waiting in line to speak with the Tosher Rebbe
zt'l. The Tosher Rebbe was renowned for his deeds of tzedakah, and
this pauper was desperately in need for financial aid. The pauper knew he
was next in line, therefore, he was extremely insulted when the gabai didn’t
let him in. Instead, the gabai called for a wealthy person, who had just
arrived, to come in before him. “It figures,” the poor person bitterly thought
to himself. “The wealthy receive honor, while the poor are slighted, and
treated like second class.”
When the wealthy man left the Rebbe’s room, the gabai told the pauper to
enter. The pauper immediately said to the Rebbe, “I thought that at least
in Tosh there was truth. I always knew that the Rebbe honors everyone,
the rich and the poor alike. But now I see that even here there’s no justice.
12.
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Reb Yechiel of Ostraftza zy'a
said that even goyim are
capable
of
recognizing
Hashem’s
kindness
in
retrospect. As the megillah
says íéãäéúî õøàä éîòî íéáøå,

"Many
gentiles
were
converting…" (8:17). Looking
back, they were able to see
Hashem’s many miracles, and
they converted to Judaism. But
Yidden should believe in

Why did the wealthy person go in before me? Just because he has money
shouldn’t mean that his time is more important than mine, and that he can
come in before me!"
The Rebbe calmed him, and gave him an envelope. The pauper
understood that it was filled with money, he was mollified, and left the
Rebbe’s room.
Outside the Rebbe’s house, the pauper and the wealthy man met, and as
they were going in the same direction, the wealthy man offered him a ride.
The pauper climbed into the front seat, buckled himself in, and took out
the envelop to see how much money he just received.
The wealthy man recognized the envelope. It was the envelope he had just
given the Rebbe. He immediately got out of his car, and returned to the
Rebbe. He said, "Why didn’t the Rebbe at least open the envelope so he
would know how much I gave him?"
The Rebbe replied, "Why do I need to know? The poor man who received
the money needs to know, but why do I have to know?”
Soon, the details of the story became clear. When the pauper was waiting
in line, the Rebbe saw him, and understood he was waiting for a donation.
But the Rebbe didn’t have any money available to give him, so he asked
the wealthy man to come in first. The Rebbe knew that the wealthy man
would give him a lot of money, and then he could help the pauper.
At that point the pauper understood that the Rebbe called in the wealthy
man first, for his benefit.
This is an example of looking back, and understanding that everything
happens for your good.
We should strive to attain this emunah even before we know the end of
the story. Even before we see that it was for the good, we should believe
that it is certainly so.
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Hashem even before the times, awareness of Hashem is
puzzle is complete. 13
obvious and simple. The Bnei
Yissaschar zt’l says that it
It
is
written
(Devarim can’t even be called emunah –
1:31-32), øùà úéàø øùà äæä øáãîáå it is knowledge. Therefore, the
...åðá úà ùéà àùé øùàë ê÷ìà 'ä êàùð next pasuk states, íëðéà äæä øáãáå
, "In this desert you saw
íëé÷ìà 'äá íéðéîàî , for this
Hashem carried you like a matter, you aren’t believing in
father carries his child…” Hashem.” This is knowledge,
Hashem led the nation through clear awareness of Hashem.
the desert like a father who Emunah is having faith when
cares for his son. Manna fell matters aren’t so clear, when
from heaven, the Clouds of we
don’t
know
how
Glory protected them, water everything is for the good, but
came out of a stone. At such
we believe regardless.

A Holocaust survivor was once speaking speaking out against
Hashem with the Chazon Ish zy'a. The Chazon Ish showed the man
a Tosfos and asked him to explain it. The man looked at the Tosfos and
explained it. The Chazon Ish proved to him that his explanation was wrong.
The man tried again, but the Chazon Ish asked a question and showed
him that he still didn’t understand the Tosfos. The Chazon Ish said, "If you
can't even understand a Tosfos, how do you expect to understand
Hashem's ways?"
The Alter of Slabodka zt'l said, “When the Rambam omits a halachah from
his sefer ( )יד החזקהtalmidei chachamim remain awake all night trying to
decipher the Rambam, and to explain why he left out that halachah.
They’re certain that there is a reason he omitted this law, that it didn’t
happen by chance, and they strive to make sense of it. “If so,” the Alter of
Slobadka said, “when Hakadosh Baruch Hu seems to have left something
essential out from your life — such as health, parnassah, etc. — why do
you suspect it was an error? Why don’t you realize that everything is being
done for a purpose?"
13.
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With these ideas we can
explain the Mishnah, úà àøå÷ä
àöé àì òøôîì äìéâîä (Megillah
17). The megillah praises
Hashem for the miracles He
performs for us. There are
people who only praise
Hashem òøôîì, in retrospect,
when they look back at their
lives and see how everything
worked out well, for their
benefit. The Mishnah says, àì
àöé, praising Hashem in this
mode isn't sufficient. Rather,
while still going through hard
times praise Hashem. You
don’t understand yet, but
believe that it surely is for
your benefit and praise
Hashem even then.
Ve'al HaYeshuos

The Megillah (5) states, çìùéå
åúùà ùøæ úàå åéáäåà úà àáéå,
“Haman called for his friends
and for his wife Zeresh…” and
he told them about his wealth,
his many children, and that he
was receiving a lot of honor
from the king and queen, äæ ìëå
éì äååù åððéà, “but it all is
nothing to me as long as

Mordechai isn’t bowing down
to me.” Zeresh advised Haman
to hang Mordechai on a tall
wooden gallows.
The Midrash (9:2) writes,
“None of Haman’s advisors
knew how to advise him like
his wife Zeresh. Haman had
365 advisors, corresponding to
the days of the year. Zeresh
said,
‘If
this
person
[Mordechai] is from the
Yidden you will not be able to
defeat him, unless you use
wisdom. You must use an
approach that was never used
on this nation before. If you
will throw him into a furnace,
Chananyah and his friends
were already saved from a
furnace. If you will throw him
into a den of lions, Daniel was
saved from such a situation. If
you will jail him, Yosef was
liberated from jail. If you will
put him in a copper pot and
light a fire underneath,
Menashah prayed to Hashem
and was saved from exactly
that situation. If you will exile
him into the desert, his
ancestors were fruitful and
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saved. If Haman would
attempt to burn him in a
furnace, Yidden would study
the story of Chananya Mishael
and Azaryah, who were saved
from the furnace, as stated in
sefer Daniel, and this would
draw down the miracle again,
and Mordechai would be
saved.
Therefore
Zeresh
advised that they attack
Mordechai in a means that
Hashem hadn’t yet shown a
This Midrash is difficult, for miracle. Thereby, the Jewish
didn’t they realize that Hashem nation couldn’t draw down a
can save Mordechai from the miracle by studying about it.
gallows, just as Hashem saves
from fire, desert, imprisonment, But Hakadosh Baruch Hu
and all other kinds of dangers? made a new miracle for
Mordechai, and saved him and
the Jewish nation.
The Agra d’Kalah (Ekev)
multiplied in the desert. They
were tested many times, and
they passed them all. If you will
blind him, behold Shimshon
killed many Pelishtim when he
was blinded. Rather, hang him,
because we don’t know of
anyone from this nation that
was saved from hanging. áèéå
õòä ùòéå ïîä éðéòá øáãä, ‘The idea
was good in Haman’s eyes, and
he made the õò.’”

explains that when people
speak about a miracle that
happened in the past, it draws
down the wellsprings of that
miracle, helping it to happen
again in the present. Zeresh
realized that if Haman will tell
Achashveirosh
to
drown
Mordechai in a river, the
Yidden would study the
parashah of kriyas Yam Suf,
and Mordechai would be

We understand from this that
when one hears and/or studies
the megillah, he will draw down
all the miracles that happened
in those days. They will happen
again in our generation.
Rebbe Yehoshua of Belz zt’l
taught, all yomim tovim are øëæ
íéøöî úàéöéì, a commemoration
of what happened in the past.
But about Purim it states
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(Esther 9:28), íéøëæð äìàä íéîéäå
íéùòðå,
“these
days
are
remembered and they happen.”
It isn’t only a commemoration,
rather íéøëæð, by reading the
megillah, íéùòðå, the miracles
happen literally, exactly as
miracles happened in the past.
Every year, there is àåä êåôäðå,
and Hashem saves us from
cruel decrees, just as it
happened in those days.

an expression of distresss, and
ends with åòøæ ìëì íåìù øáåãå, an
expression of joy. This means
that if before reading the
megillah one was in distress,
after reading the megillah
there will be yeshuos and joy.

Hidden within the megillah are
many concealed prayers and
requests. Therefore Shulchan
Aruch ( 693:1) states we say
ìá÷úú ùéã÷ (the Kaddish
As the Bnei Yissaschar (Adar requesting
that
Hashem
4:6) writes, ìëá íéìåöðå ,éì äàøðå answer our tefillos) after
ä÷ãöå äìéâî úàéø÷ éãé ìò äðù,
hearing the megillah.
“They are saved each year by
reading the megillah and The Tiferes Shlomo zt’l writes
because of their tzedakah.”
that äìâî without a ã"åé is
The stories and the names of
the resha'im differ in each
generation, but the salvations
repeat themselves each year.
We are saved in the merit of
the miracles that happened in
the days of Mordechai and
Esther, which we read about
and celebrate today.

gematriya àìæî. This hints that
with the megillah, one can
attain éðåæîå ééç éðá, children,
health, and parnassah, which
these are dependent on one’s
mazal (see Moed Kattan 28.).

The Imrei Yosef zt’l of Spinka
says that the gates of Gan
Eden open when the megillah
is read. 14
The megillah begins with éäéå,

14.

The Imrei Yosef zy’a told a story that happened "to a chassidishe
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yungerman in Spinka." (His son, the Chakal Yitzchak zy’a said that when
his father would tell a story, he would always say the names of the people
in the story. However, the Imrei Yosef told this story without a name. "So,
I am certain that he was referring to himself.")
It happened on the second night of Pesach, after the Seder. The Imrei
Yosef wasn’t very tired, and the poskim say that one should remain awake
after the Seder, and talk about the miracles of yetzias Mitzrayim until sleep
overtakes you. So he went to the bookcase, and took out a sefer. It was
a Megillas Ester. He read it (apparently because many of the miracles of
Purim happened on Pesach). When he finished, a neshamah came to him
with a request.
The neshamah said, “After one dies, it can sometimes take up to twelve
months to enter Gan Eden. As it states in Megillas Esther (2:12-13), ‘Six
months with shemen hamor, and six months with besamim [perfume] and
tamrukei hanashim [cosmetics]. And with these, the girl came to the king.’
Thus,, there is a twelve-month preparation period before going to the
King. But sometimes twelve months are also not sufficient, because the
gates of Gan Eden aren't always open. They open up when Yidden read
the megillah.
“There is an annual line-up of neshamos as they wait in line to enter Gan
Eden when the megillah is read.” But this neshamah said that whenever
he reached the doors of Gan Eden, the doors closed. He always arrived
just a minute too late.
This happened several times, and for years he was prevented from
entering Gan Eden.
He found a solution. He would wait an entire year at the doorway to Gan
Eden, so when the megillah is read, he'll be the first one in line and he
would be able to get inside. Now, it was Pesach, but since the Imrei Yosef
read the megillah, this neshamah knocked on the door of Gan Eden, and
requested entry.
The neshamah said, "The megillah is being read and I want to come in."
"It's true that the megillah was read, but it isn't Purim today."
"But the megillah was read," he pleaded.
The issue was debated, and the matter was brought to court. The court
ruled that if the Imrei Yosef will donate this megillah reading for this soul,
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The Shei’eris Yisrael of
Velednik zt’l teaches that
reading the megillah atones for
severe sins, even úåéøò éåìéâ,
adultery. Therefore it is called
äìéâî, from the word ...éåìéâ.

today aren't like those in the
past, but Hashem remains the
same." We should realize that
miracles are still possible,
even for us.

The Munkatcher Rav zt’l tells
that when Rebbe Mendel of
Riminov zy'a was imprisoned,
they permitted him to take
along one item. The Rebbe
requested a megillah (although
it was Tamuz then). Rebbe
Naftali of Ropshitz heard
about this and said, "Just not a
megillah! Don’t permit it, or
he’ll destroy the entire world."
The Munkatcher Rav writes
that we should learn from this
the great power that lies within
the megillah. We should
realize that when we read the
megillah on Purim we are
creating worlds.

The
Rambam
(Hilchos
Megillah 2:18) writes, “The
sefarim of the nevi’im and of
kesuvim will become batel
(not used) when Moshiach
comes. The exception is
Megillas Esther, which will
exist just like the five books of
the Chumash and Torah
shebe’al peh, for it will never
become batel.” This hints to
the holiness of the megillah
that is compared to the
kedushah of a sefer Torah.

The Holiness of Megillas Esther

The Chasam Sofer (164.)
teaches that the megillah is
holier than the sefer Torah,
because the Torah was
The Divrei Shmuel of Slonim accepted by force, whereas by
zt’l said, "The tzaddikim of the miracle of Purim the

he may enter Gan Eden. The neshamah now came to the Imrei Yosef
requesting the merits of this megillah reading.
The Imrei Yosef gave him the merits, and the soul was finally able to go
to Gan Eden.
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Jewish nation accepted the to listen to the megillah with a
Torah with desire. This means pure heart and with kavanah.”
that the holiness of the
The Kav HaYashar explains
megillah is greater and holier
that the brachah äìéâî àø÷î ìò
than the Torah.
means that we are àø÷î calling
In the Chasam Sofer’s words, for the äìéâî, revelation of that
“Kabalas haTorah in Moshe’s world, and the tzibbur should
generation was by force, and answer amen to this brachah
then,
in
the
era
of
with kavanah.
Achashveirosh, they accepted
Kabbalas HaTorah
the Torah again. Thus the
kedushah of the megillah is ùîî Many laws and customs of
ãáëðå ìåãâ øúåé literally greater Purim are related to studying
Torah.
than the holy Torah itself.”
The Kav HaYashar writes (99),
“Every yom tov has many
secrets and immense holiness.
There is a new world above
ãåàî àøåðå ùåã÷ àåäù, which is very
holy and awesome. That world
is revealed only once a year,
and it begins to be revealed
when the megillah is read.
Mordechai’s neshamah comes
from that world. We must rouse
[Hashem’s] compassion that
that world should be revealed
and that it shines on the heads
of the Jewish nation who gather

15.

The Chasam Sofer (Drushim
p.245) writes, “I received from
Reb Mendele Lilig zt’l the Rav
of Frankfort who received the
tradition from the á÷òé áù, that
whoever
studies
Torah
between the megillah reading
at night and the megillah of
the morning, it is certain that
he will merit Olam haBa.”
The Chasam Sofer concludes,
àîòè àðòãé àìå àîúñ éúìá÷ ïë,
“That is how I received it,
without explanation. I don’t
know the reason.” 15

Bederech tzachus we can certainly say that if one learns Torah
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The Rema (695:2) writes, áåè
,äãåòñä ìéçúéù íã÷ äøåúá èòî ÷åñòì
,äçîùå äøåà äúéä íéãåäéì øáãì êîñå
äøåú åæ äøåà ïðéùøãå, “One should
learn Torah before eating the
Purim meal, because it
states,äçîùå äøåà äúéä íéãåäéì,
and äøåà is Torah (Megillah
16:).”

the time one begins studying
the laws of Pesach.

The Chasam Sofer zt’l
(Drashos, Purim 5906) said
that Purim is two days, the
14th for the open cities and
the 15th for the walled cities,
so there will always be Torah
study in the world. When one
The custom is to study the community is
celebrating
laws of Pesach, because Purim Purim, the other community
is thirty days before Pesach,
will be studying Torah. 16

between the megillah of Purim daytime until next year’s megillah, Purim
night, he will certainly merit Olam haBba.
16. One of the primary sins of the Jewish nation that brought about
Haman’s decree was that they partook in Achashveirosh’s feast. Yet,
at this feast Vashti was killed, which prepared a place for Esther, setting
the stage for the miracles and future salvation. We wonder how the
salvation can come and be prepared at the same time they were doing the
sin that caused the decree?
The Ben Yehoyadah (Megillah 12:) answers: The pasuk (1:10) states, ביום
השביעי כטוב לב המלך ביין, “On the seventh day, when Achashveirosh’s heart
was happy with wine… he called for Vashti…” The Gemara says that this
seventh day was Shabbos, a day when the Jewish nation eats and drinks
and speak Torah and praises to Hashem, unlike the goyim who eat and
drink and speak nivul peh and foolish speech. At this meal, the Jewish
people said Torah and sang Shabbos zemiros, while the goyim discussed
foolishness. This merit saved them. Therefore, the beginning of the
salvation began at that time.
This explanation is yet another indication to the central point of Torah
in the miracle and the holiday of Purim. In the merit of Torah, the
miracles occurred.
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The Gemara (Shabbos 88.)
teaches that when the Torah
was given, the Jewish nation
received the Torah by force
(because Hashem put the
mountain over them and
forced them to accept it). On
Purim they accepted the Torah
from love. Rashi writes, úáäàî
ñðä. They were roused from
the miracles of Purim to
accept the Torah with love
and desire.
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best time for teshuvah is when
the megillah is being read,
because
that
is
when
Hakadosh Baruch Hu purifies
Bnei Yisrael from above.”
Rebbe Yiddele of Dzhikov zt’l
tells that one year he was
listening to his grandfather, the
Ahavas Yisrael, read Megillas
Esther. When the Ahavas
Yisrael came to the words
(3:3), êìîä úåöî úà øáåò äúà òåãî,
“Why are you transgressing
the king’s command?” the
man standing next to the
Ahavas Yisrael began to cry.
This
person
was
the
philanthropist, Reb Shmuel
Eliyahu Stern z’l. He was
roused to teshuvah, and he
asked himself úà øáåò äúà òåãî
êìîä úåöî, “Why are you
rebelling against the King’s
commands?”

The Kedushas Levi (Kedushah
Rishonah)
discusses
the
kabbalas HaTorah aspect of
Purim, and writes, “Therefore
one’s heart should have
hislahavus when reading the
megillah. He should intend
when he reads the megillah
that he is accepting the
responsibilities of Torah and
mitzvos. He should intend that
what happened until now is
foregone, and now he accepts
Rebbe Yiddele Djikover said
Hashem’s mitzvos anew.”
that he didn’t know who to
The Kedushas Levi explains look at: At his grandfather, the
that one must remember that Ahavas Yisrael, who was
Purim is like Yom Kippur, a reading the megillah with
day of atonement. And “the kedushah and teharah, or at
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Reb Shmuel Eliyahu who was means íéøöîì, to Mitzrayim.
pouring his heart out in
äðøç means ïøçì, to Choron.
teshuvah.
Rebbe Mendel of Vorkeh zy’a
The Satmar Rebbe zt’l said (who was called the shtiller
that it would be worthwhile Rebbe, the quiet Rebbe,
for a person to live seventy because he was extremely
years, to go through all the quiet and careful with his
hardships of life, to hear the speech) asked, what does the
megillah just once.
Torah gain by placing a 'ä at
And fortunate are those who the end of the word, instead
merited hearing the Satmar of placing a 'ì at the
Rebbe as he read the megillah, beginning? If it would be
word by word, with an fewer letters it would be
outpouring of his soul. When understood, since the Torah
he came to the words (4:11), uses the minimum amount of
êìäî ìà àåáì éúàø÷ð àì éðàå, “I letters and words. But the
wasn’t called to come to the amount of letters remains the
king…” he would cry greatly, same: íéøöîì has six letters,
until it was hard to hear the and so does äîéøöî. What’s
words. Similarly, he would cry gained by writing a 'ä at the
copiously when he would say end instead of placing a 'ì at
the beginning of the word?
(3:2), äååçúùé àìå òøëé àì éëãøîå,
“And Mordechai wouldn’t Rebbe Mendel of Vorke
bow down [to Haman].”
answers that this teaches us
that when one must say
Anger
something, it’s better to say it
Several times in the Torah,
later than sooner.
Rashi writes "Any word that
needs a 'ì at its beginning, the By delaying your words until
Torah [instead] places a 'ä at later, your words will often be
the end" (see Bereishis 14:10 spoken in a softer tone. A 'ä
and 32:4). For example, äîéøöî has a soft sound, and 'ì has a
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strong sound. The Vorker
Rebbe taught that this implies
that by postponing your
words, they will be spoken
later in softer tone.

it is better if you can push off
speaking with him for a while.
If you will speak immediately,
you’re likely to get angry. If
you push it off for later, your
words will be softer, wiser,
Therefore, when someone did better expressed, and it’s more
something wrong to you, and likely the recipient will accept
you feel you must rebuke him,
what you are saying. 17
A rebbe in cheder once came late into class, and all the children
immediately scurried to their places to learn Torah. There was one
child who pointed at his watch with immense excitement. The rebbe took
it that the child was rebuking him for coming late, and obviously that was
a terrible chutzpah. The rebbe wanted to reprimand the child, but then he
reminded himself that one should push off his words for later. So the rebbe
decided that he wouldn’t make an issue out of the matter, but later during
the break, he would speak to the child.
The entire time the rebbe was teaching, that child kept looking at his watch,
touching it, and playing with it. The rebbe understood that the child was
once again hinting to him that he came late. The rebbe thought, "I spoke
with this child a few weeks ago about chutzpah and proper conduct, and I
thought he would improve, but now I see that he’s still insolent in his ways."
The rebbe controlled his anger until the break.
The bell rang, indicating the first break of the day. The child excitedly
pointed at his watch and called out, "Rebbe! Look! My father bought me a
new watch!"
The rebbe then realized that the child wasn't being insolent at all. He was
sharing his good fortune. If the rebbe would have responded immediately
with anger, the child would have been devastated. Time enabled him to
learn the true story.
This is one of the reasons pushing off anger is essential. One needs time
to acquire all the information before one delivers rebuke to others. Many
times misunderstandings will clear up after having found the missing pieces
of information.
17.
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The Sefer Chassidim writes,
"A story happened with a son
who honored his father
immensely. The father said,
'You honored me in my
lifetime, I want you to honor
me after my death, as well.
This is what I request from
you: Don’t speak when you’re
angry. Don’t do anything
before you sleep a night.'

didn’t know that his wife was
pregnant with a child.

"One night, he returned to his
hometown. He went up to his
wife's bedroom [and from
behind the door] he heard a
man speaking to his wife….
He drew his sword, ready to
kill them both, but then he
remembered his father's will
that he shouldn’t become
"The father died, and the son angry immediately. So he
traveled overseas, and was returned the sword to its
away for many years. He sheath. Then, he heard his

A week after the sheva brachos, someone asked his son-in-law to lend him
fifty shekels. The new son-in-law gave him the money, and then he
whispered to his wife, "We'll see whether it will ever come back." The
father-in-law overheard and was insulted. "Why does he suspect that I
won't pay him back? Does he consider me a dishonest crook?"
The father-in-law was also concerned for his daughter’s happiness. He
thought, "My daughter is apparently married to someone who doesn’t think
straight." For the next few weeks, the father-in-law didn’t sleep well at night.
One day, the father-in-law couldn’t contain himself any longer, so he asked
his daughter straight-out, "Why did your husband say, 'we'll see whether
the money will come back'? Does he suspect that I'm a crook?"
Laughing, the daughter said, "My husband has a game. He writes his name
on his bills to see whether they’ll come back to him again."
By holding his anger in check, and allowing time to pass, the father-in-law
found out what truly happened. He discovered that there was absolutely no
reason for his anger. If he would have immediately reproached his
son-in-law with anger it might have burned bridges and ruined an otherwise
good relationship that he had with his son-in-law.
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wife say 'It's many years since
your father left me. If he knew
he has a son, he would return
home to marry you off.'
"When he heard this, he said,
'Open the door, my wife and
friend' (Shir HaShirim 5:2).
Blessed is Hashem for
preventing me from becoming
angry, and blessings to my
father who told me to check
my anger for a night,
because otherwise I would
have killed both of you.'
They were extremely happy
and they celebrated with the
entire community."
Achashveirosh is renowned
for his unbridled anger. When
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Vashti didn’t come to his
party, he became furious. As it
says, äøòá åúîçå ãàî êìîä óåö÷éå
åá, "the king became very
angry, and his wrath burned in
him" (1:12). At Esther's party,
Achashveirosh was angry
again; this time at Haman. As
it says, åúîçá í÷ êìîäå, "the
king stood up in his wrath"
(7:7). Achashveirosh wasn't
familiar with pushing off
anger for later, and therefore,
when he was angry with
Vashti and with Haman, he
assassinated them right away.
If he allowed himself some
time to think things over, he
would have reconsidered and
changed his mind. 18

The Gemara tells that Achashveirosh asked the talmidei chachamim
of Klal Yisrael for counsel, how to react to Vashti's refusal to come to
his party, but the chachamim didn’t want to answer. They said, "If we tell
Achashveirosh to kill her, tomorrow when his wine wears off, he will
remember her and hold us responsible…" (Megilah 12:). They knew that
he acted on impulse.
The Ben Ish Chai gives a mashal of a king who used to dress up like a
regular civilian, and together with his advisor, walk around incognito in the
streets of his capital to hear what the simple folk were saying. Once, the
king said he wanted to go to the hospital. They met there a patient in
immense pain. The king and his advisor asked him what happened. The ill
person replied he was bitten by a wild dog.
"Isn't there a cure for that?"

18.
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The Vilna Gaon zt’l teaches
that Achashveirosh ordered
Haman hung due to a
misunderstanding.
The
megillah states, ãçà äðåáøç øîàéå

øùà õòä äðä íâ êìîä éðôì íéñéøñä ïî
êìîä ìò áåè øáã øùà éëãøîì ïîä äùò
øîàéå äîà íéùîç äåáâ ïîä úéáá ãîò
...ïîä úà åìúéå åéìò åäìú êìîä,

King Achasvheirosh.” He
didn’t take the time to
understand that êìîä ìò áåè øáã
means that Mordechai spoke
good
about
King
Achashveirosh. Due to this
misunderstanding
he
immediately ordered Haman's
murder.

"Charvonah said… 'Behold the
gallows that Haman made for
Mordechai who said good
about the king is standing in
Haman's home, fifty amos
high.' The king said, 'Hang
him on it'…" (8:9-10).
Achashveirosh thought that
Haman said, êìîä ìò áåè øáã,
“The gallows are good for

Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz zy'a
(renowned for his wisdom and
wit) had an empty tabak
pushkeh (snuffbox) which he
would often hold in his hands.
Sometimes he would open and
close its lid. One of his
chassidim asked about the box.
He replied, "When I’m about

"There is," the ill patient said. "It's to take out the liver from the dog that
bit me, while the dog is alive. When I eat that liver, I'm cured."
"So why are you so upset? You have a solution!"
The ill patient explained, "When the dog bit me, I was so angry, I killed it
right away…"
They left the hospital, and the advisor felt that they had wasted a day. "I
knew the hospital is the wrong place to go. They don’t speak politics there.
Why did you expect to gain by going to the hospital?"
The king said that he learned a lot on that outing.
"What did you learn?" the advisor asked, incredulously.
"I learned to control my anger. Look at what happened to that person who
responded with immediate anger towards the dog? He only harmed
himself, because he ruined his cure. I learned to push off responding until
the next day, and not to act hastily in anger.

Torah Wellsprings - Vayikra - Zachor

45

me to be his son-in-law
because he said I'm an iluy
(genius) and I grasp matters
quickly. When the vase broke,
I immediately grasped how I
would feel today, a year later,
An expensive vase broke in and that's why I didn’t let it
bother me then."
the home of Reb Efraim
Margolios zt’l (renowned for
Procrastinating
his sefarim Matteh Efraim,
Yad Efraim, and others). His
The Gemara (Megillah 15:)
wife was very upset about this,
quotes several tana'im and
but he remained calm. She
amora'im who explained the
asked him, "How can you be
reason Esther invited Haman
so calm? We just lost so much
to her party. There are twelve
money?"
and
then
the
He replied, "Ask me this opinions,
question in a year from now Gemara concludes that Raba
bar Avuha found Eliyahu and
and then I'll explain."
asked him, "Why did Esther
Exactly a year later, she asked invite Haman?"
him for an explanation.
Eliyahu replied that it was
He asked her, "Are you still for of all the reasons the
Gemara enumerates.
upset about the vase?"
to get angry, I open the lid and
place my anger inside. Two
hours later, I open the lid
again to reassess the issue, and
to decide whether the issue
warrants anger or not." 19

“That happened a year ago. It
These are the twelve reasons
doesn’t bother me anymore.”
(why Esther invited Haman)
He replied, "Your father chose
stated in the Gemara:
19. There are other approaches that tzaddikim used to postpone reacting

to anger. One approach is to place water in your mouth so you can't
speak. Another approach is to have a suit that is used solely for when
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1) She knew that resha'im Hashem's compassion [that she
have their downfall at a party. needs to belittle herself and
befriend a rasha], so Hashem
2) When she was young and would perform a miracle and
living in her parent's home,
save the Jewish nation.
she heard cheder children
chanting the pasuk, "if your 8) Esther's plan was to rouse
enemy is hungry, feed him Achashveirosh's jealousy, and
then both Haman and Esther
bread…" (Mishlei 25:21).
would be killed. That would
3) She wanted Haman to be save the Jewish people, since
busy, so he wouldn’t have the law was that when one of
time to take advantage of his the people who enacted a
success, and seek to rebel decree dies, the decree
against Achashveirosh.
becomes void.
4) She invited Haman, so no 9) Achashveirosh was a fickle
one would suspect that she’s king, always changing his
a Yid.
mind. Esther thought, “If I
5) She did this, so the Jewish convince Achashveirosh to
people
should
pray
to murder Haman, Achashveirosh
Hashem for their salvation, might change his mind by the
and not say, "We have a time they catch Haman.”
Therefore, she wanted Haman
sister in the palace."
with them, so he would be
6) She wanted Haman near her
killed right away.
all the time. Perhaps she could
10) She wanted everyone to be
cause him to err in some
jealous
of
Haman.
matter before the king.
Achashveirosh
should
be
7) She invited Haman to rouse jealous of the attention Esther
getting angry. When you feel you just have to rebuke someone, put on that
suit first. By the time you put it on, you will have reconsidered.
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was giving him, and the
government officials should be
jealous of Haman for receiving
extra honors. When everyone
has bad feelings towards
Haman, it will be easier to
bring about his death.

ïåàâ øáù éðôì (11 (Mishlei 16:18).
This means that Hashem raises
resha'im up very high, so their
downfall will be even greater.
Therefore,
Esther
raised
Haman's
honor,
as
a
preparation for his great
downfall.
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"Haman called for his friends
and for his wife, Zeresh, and
he told them about his wealth,
his many children, and that
the king made him great…
And Haman said, 'Esther
didn’t invite anyone to the
party she made for the king
besides from me, and also
tomorrow, she invited me
with the king…'" (5:10-11).
Haman was obviously very
proud of the honor he was
receiving, but why didn’t he
suspect that Esther was
scheming against him?

12) Esther knew that when
resha'im drink they are We can answer that when
Haman heard Esther say øçî,
punished.
that she wants to speak with
We now understand why the king tomorrow (see Esther
Esther invited Haman to her 5:8) Haman wasn't afraid
party. But why was Haman anymore. Esther was speaking
happy about it, as it states, ÷ like Amalek, who says øçî,
"çîù àåää íåéá ïîä àöé that day "do it tomorrow, and not
Haman went outside happy" today." As it states, íçìä àöå
(Esther 5:9)? And it states, øçî ÷ìîòá, which can be
åúùà ùøæ úàå åéáäà úà àáéå çìùéå translated, "go fight a war
åéðá áøå åøùò ãåáë úà ïîä íäì øôñéå against Amalek who always
ïîä øîàéå ...êìîä åìãâ øùà ìë úàå procrastinates and says øçî, I'll
êìîä íò äëìîä øúñà àéáä àì óà do it tomorrow, but not today"
éúåà íà éë äúùò øùà äúùîä ìà (17:9). Since Esther spoke the
êìîä íò äì àåø÷ éðà øçî íâå, language of Amalek, Haman
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didn’t suspect that she was heavy because he pushed off
plotting against him.
the war until the next day and
he didn’t act swiftly to save
The lesson is, when a the Jewish people. Therefore,
mitzvah comes your way, do he wasn't able to raise his
it right away.
hands in prayer…"
When Amalek attacked the
Jewish nation, Moshe said to
Yehoshua that they would
fight a war tomorrow. As it
states (Shemos 17:9), åðì øçá
øçî ÷ìîòá íçìä àöå íéùðà,
"Choose people, and go out
and fight with Amalek
tomorrow."
That was an error, because a
mitzvah should be performed
immediately. Therefore, it
states that Moshe’s raised
hands in tefillah were essential
for the Yidden to win the war,
however, íéãáë äùî éãéå, Moshe's
hands were heavy…" (17:12)
and
Aharon
and
Chur
supported his arms, so they
could win the war.

Therefore, when we are
inspired to improve, there's
no better time than the
present. Often, it’s a good
beginning to just make a
kabalah to improve slightly
in the area you want to
improve in. But it shouldn’t
be pushed off for later, for
that is the ways of Amalek.
Haman’s Goral

Purim is named for the øåô, for
the lots that Haman drew,
when he chose a date to
annihilate klal Yisrael. As it
states, íéøåô åìàä íéîéä åàø÷ ïë ìò
øåôä íù ìò, “Therefore they
called these days Purim,
because of the goral…”
(9:26).

The
Targum
Yonoson This needs explanation. The
explains, ììâá ïî ïéø÷é äùîã éåãéå goral, when Haman was
àåää àîåéá æøãæà àìå øçîì àáø÷ áëòã planning the annihilation,
ïåäô÷æéîì ìéëé éåä àìå ìàøùéã àð÷øåôìì rachmana litzlan, was a bad
éåìöá, "Moshe's hands were moment for the Jewish nation.
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Why should we name the
holiday for that moment?
Wouldn’t it make more sense
to name the yom tov after
some aspect that brought about
the salvation?

goral reminded Hashem that
He chooses us without rhyme
and reason. Just because this
is His choice, and therefore
He continues to love the
Jewish nation.

The Bnei Yisaschar explains
that the goral was a
momentous time, and it did
bring about the miracle. One
makes a goral when he wants
to make a decision that isn’t
based on logic. During the era
of Mordechai and Esther, the
Yidden sinned (by enjoying
the seudah of Achashveirosh,
and by bowing down to
Nevachadnezzar’s idol, as
discussed in the Gemara) and
it was decreed on them äéìë,
annihilation, rachmana litzlan.
When Haman drew a goral
and chose a date without
reason, this prompted Hashem
to remember that He chose us
without reason, and therefore
He will continue to love us,
despite our sins. Logic and
reason may declare that
Hashem
shouldn’t
have
compassion on us, but the

The Bnei Yissaschar explains,
“When one chooses one object
from among others, he has a
reason and explanation. There
is a reason why he chose this
item over the others. But when
one chooses by a goral, the
choice cannot be explained
rationally. His choice is
whatever the goral dictates;
there’s no logic behind it.
“When Hashem created the
world, He chose the Jewish
people to be the purpose of
Creation. It wasn’t because of
our mitzvos and good deeds,
since klal Yisrael weren’t in
existence yet. We don’t know
why Hashem chose us. It is
simply because this was His
will…”
Making
such
decisions, without logic was
reawakened when Haman
made his goral, a decision
without logic.
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The Baal HaTanya zt’l
teaches that on Yom Kippur
the korban was chosen by a
goral — a choice without a
reason — to prompt Hashem
to remember the time when
He chose us without reason;
just because He wanted us.
The Bnei Yissaschar says that
this also happened on Purim
when Haman drew lots. He
thought the lots were a
tragedy for the Jewish nation,
but it was actually the basis
for their salvation.
It is fitting to call this holiday
Purim, named for the lots. It
was Haman’s lots that roused
Hashem’s unconditional love
to us, and the ultimate
salvation of the Jewish nation.
As we say in the tefillah after
reading the megillah on Purim
night, åðéøåôì êôäð ïîä øåô éë,
Haman’s goral, turned out to
be our good fortune.

to the party? Reb Nechamya
answered, ‘So the Yidden
wouldn’t say, ‘We have a
sister in the palace’ and rely
on that. When the Yidden saw
Esther befriending Haman,
they lost hope in her, and
turned their eyes to Hashem,
and that’s what saved them.
Similarly, tzaddikim said that
äìéâî comes from the word
ìåâ, to roll, as it states
(Tehillim 22:9), 'ä ìà ìåâ
åäèìôé, “Roll [your problems]
onto Hashem and He will
save you.” The megillah
teaches us to place our trust
in Hashem, and when we do,
that brings our salvation.

With these ideas, we can begin
to explain how Haman’s goral
also caused the Jewish nation
to turn their eyes to Hashem.
The Gemara (Megillah 13)
states, “When Haman’s goral
fell on Adar he was extremely
happy. He said, ‘The lot fell
We
can
give
another on the month when Moshe
explanation why Purim is
Rabbeinu died.’”
named íéøåô, for the goral. The
Gemara (Megillah 15) teaches, The Maharal (Or Chadosh)
“Why did Esther invite Haman explains, “Everything has a
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time limit how long it will
endure. Haman drew lots to
discover the date the Jewish
nation would end, and it fell
on the month that Moshe
Rabbeinu was niftar. Haman
was happy because he thought
this meant that klal Yisrael’s
existence would also expire in
Adar. He thought that Adar,
the last month of the year,
denotes, chas veshalom, the
end of the Jewish people.”

Therefore, the goral, in a
way, was a positive moment
for
the
Jewish
nation,
because it caused them to
turn to Hashem. And when
Yidden turn to Hashem, they
are saved. 21

Haman’s
theory
seemed
logical. Where did he go
wrong? The Maharal explains
that Haman didn’t know that
when a Yid has a sorrow,
and he sees that there is no
hope, he places his trust in

Purim
reminds
us
that
although our life seems to be
running according to the rules
of nature, Hashem is leading
us and is in control of each
detail. Thus, we discover that
it’s not because I work hard

20.

Hashem, and when a Yid
trusts in Hashem he is
immediately saved. 20

We can offer yet a third
explanation why Purim is
named íéøåô, for the goral:

The Maharal explains, bitachon unites a Yid to the source of life, to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Who is eternal.
21. This is the reason Zeresh said to Haman,  לא...אם מזרע היהודים מרדכי
תוכל לו, “If Mordechai is from the seed of Yehudah…you will not
succeed” (6:13). The nature of a seed is that it first rots in the ground, and
then it sprouts and grows. This indicates that even when the Jewish nation
goes through hard times, afterwards they always sprout and grow even
greater than before.
The Maharal (Or Chadosh) gives an explanation for the drinking on Purim.
A drunk feels weak and helpless. When you feel this way, you recognize
that you need Hashem's help — and that is a recipe for salvation. When
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that I have parnassah, and it
isn't because the doctors do a
fine job that the ill are cured,
rather everything happens by
Hashem's will. On Purim we
discover that we can shut off
our mind and let Hashem lead
us (if it weren't for our
obligation to do hishtadlus).

It’s anyway not our minds and
our plans that bring us our
success;
it’s
exclusively
Hashem's blessings. Purim is
named for the lots, to remind
us that things don’t happen by
our thoughts, but as they are
planned from Above, by
Hashem’s decree.

a person is aware that he needs Hashem's compassion, he can’t manage
on his own, that is when he will merit the greatest salvations.

