                                                       Revelation

                                                      Chapter 20

Last week we saw the people in heaven rejoicing--they sang the Hallelujah Chorus--(Let us

Praise God)-

--We saw the Marriage Supper of the Lamb--then we saw the Lord leading His Creation back to

earth to defeat the Anti-Christ - and then He threw the Anti-Christ and the False Prophet into the

Lake of Fire-===Now tonight===

Ch 20-

v-1-6--(read)
________________________________________________________________________

1. Satan is Bound
v-1-An angel comes down from heaven and he has been given the key to the Abuso--the Bottomless pit and he has a great chain in his hand--

v-2--He seizes Satan and locks him up in the A-byss-(the bottomless pit)-the abode of demons !

V-3--He seals up the A-byss -to keep Satan from deceiving the nations while the millenium is in state--(Millenium is the Latin word for thousand)-

--( Satan has been the god of this world--but now he has been dethroned-he is no longer          the god of this world---Now this world has come completely under the power of our           Lord Jesus Christ and He is ready to Rule !!)-

--Satan will be permitted to come out of the A-byss after the 1000 year period--but he           will only last a short time--

--(So the A-byss will be locked during the Millenium--meaning there will not be any              demon influence at all--no demon possession--no devil--it will be a time the world has       never known)-
2. Millenial Views-
-The thousand year period here is known as the Millenium--but there are different views

 as to an actual period of 1000 years--verses it being symbolic--and/or already have taken

 place--

1. Pre-Millenium view-
-It is an actual 1000 years that takes place after the tribulation period—
And all the events that we’ve taught in the last couple of weeks –the Tribulation of 7 years-the War of Armeggedon-the 2nd coming of Christ at the end of the tribulation period, and the beginning of the 1000 year reign of Christ during which Satan is locked up and at the end of the 1000 years he’s released to stir up the nations- but is quickly defeated—and thrown into the Lake of Fire--
2. Post Millenium view--
--It takes place after the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ--and it is the period of time

   that precedes the Lords return to earth--and it is a period that the Church revises the

   world--in other words--it is the final triumph of the Church during the last 1000 years

   of the present age—that the Church will transform society to become believers and Christ will return to the earth after the Millennium.  They believe the Tribulation period is symbolic of the constant conflict between good and evil which has existed throughout history. 

3.-A-Millenial view-

They understand the 1000 year period to be symbolic of the time between Christ’s ascension and His second coming.  Thus this period is in the hearts of believers and in His church and is another way of referring to the church age.   This period will end with the second coming of Christ.  They do not believe in a literal period of Tribulation .  They believe that the events in Rev 20: 1-6 are actually occurring now.  
-This is a denial of the reign of Christ after His Second Coming--It denies a literal reign

 on earth 

-These people believe that the 1000 year period has already taken place after the first

 Resurrection-and at the end of 6000 years (2000 before Christ and 4000 after)-that it 

will be the end of human history--

--(they symbolize everything in order to make this conclusion--this is mainly Origen’s

(Church Father-3rd Century) thinking who swayed another Church Father- Augustine, whose elaborate writing influenced the Catholic Church who developed his thinking as church theology.
4. Preterist—(replacement Theology-)

It is a word from the Latin meaning “past”—They believe the prophecies of the Olivet Discourse and the Book of Revelation were fulfilled in 70 AD-(at the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem.)-

-(a main supporter of this theology is R.C. Sproul –General Editor of the Geneva Bible)

They believe the Church has replaced Israel-that the Trib Period took place at 70 AD.

The Last Days-they believe are  between Christ’s birth and 70 AD

The Anti Christ (some believe to be Nero-Roman Emperor)-other believe it to be a wide spread Apostacy before 70 Ad.
The Millennium is going on now-with Christianity reigning as Kings on earth.
The New Jerusalem refers to the Church.

Armageddon.

The Beast and the False Prophet refers to Nero and the Roman Empire and the False Prophet is the ‘leadership’ of Israel.

The Great Harlot is Jerusalem.

Israel is excommunicated-and will never be God’s Kingdom—and there is no future plan for Israel.

==The Church has replaced Israel in God’s Prophetic program.
3. The Blessings of the Believers (4-6)-read  
v-4--those who had been given authority to rule are sitting on thrones--(now we have 

seen previously that the 24 elders (church)- were the only ones sitting on thrones--and 

they represent the church.

Lk 22: 29-30-indicates that the Church will be appointed a kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
The church will be answerable to the Lord and will be judging around the world--we will

be the Lord’s representatives-( it specifies more in v-6)-

v-4-notice also the ones who were “beheaded”-(remember it’s Islamic execution)-

and notice it was because they were a positive witness for Christ and the Word of God
and also because they refused to worship the Beast and receive his mark !!

4. The First and Second Resurrections (v-5 -6)-

 -It’s clear from these verses that 1000 years separate the resurrection of the believers 

and the resurrection of unbelievers.
1 Thess 4:16-17-says “when Christ returns for the Church (the rapture)-that the dead in

Christ will rise first and then we who alive will be caught up together with Him also”-

then after the Tribulation Period-those who Christians who died in that period of time-will be raised to life (receive their new bodies)-according to v-4.
--notice it says “this is the first resurrection”--

-So the 1st Resurrection-starts out with Jesus raised from the dead, then some of the 

graves were opened at that time according to Mt: 27: 52-53, there were a token number

that were raised from the dead-(received their new bodies)-==and then again at the 

rapture the dead in Christ and those who were alive received their new bodies and then

and the end of the Tribulation Period-those martyred for Christ receive their new bodies.
So the 1st Resurrection is not an event but an order of events that include all the righteous who will live with Christ--( they are the First in contrast to those who are raised

last-(after the Millennium)-when the wicked dead will be raised.
v-6-says those who have part in the 1st resurrection will be Blessed-(happy)-and they will

execute the powers of the priest--(interceding between Christ and those who are living in

the millennium.
5. The Battle at the End of the Thousand Years (7-10-read)

As soon as the 1000 years are ended Satan is released to try to deceive those who were 

born in the millennium-and to stir up war again gathering certain nations-those in particular-are God and Magog (these are explained in Ezekiel 38 & 39)-

Now everyone in the 1000 year period have lived in peace--(Satan was bound)-and their

have been no wars--and Christ has been reigning.
But the people who were born in this period have not been tested--they know who Christ is but they have not had to chose who they will follow.
--(these people have outwardly obeyed and submitted to the Lord during His reign but           inward faith and commitment have not been questioned !!)-

God demands a choice.
-i.e-if you were the only girl in the world and I were the only boy--(a song)-we would

both probably chose each other--=But==if there was another boy --then you have a 

choice!-Love demands a choice!!!
There are thousands of people who still have not accepted Christ as Messiah==(The world and the flesh are still great influences even without the devil, and man still goes

his own way -and many will renounce God.!)
--It shows that head knowledge without heart commitment is no alligence !

V-8 -notice the “number of them is as the sand on the seashore”--(the population has

        exploded during this period of time)-

--and so Satan is loosed to try the nations!!-(and evidently many will chose him over the

Lord--for he stirs up war !!! against Christ !!!--)

v-9-The Lord allows these nations to encamp around Jerusalem again--then He devours

       them--(the same way he did Sodom and Gomorrah--with fire down from heaven !)-

The Lord doesn’t waste anytime-He immediately wipes them out !--(Here Christ shows

man to himself-that given all opportunities conceivable to accept Him-man still refuses !!)

V-10-shows the final resting place of Satan is one of torment-for eternity-along with his

         pals the Anti Christ and the False Prophet--so he joins them in the Lake of Fire!!

6. The White Throne Judgment (v-11-15-read)-
v-11--says “a great white throne”--

-White is symbolic for holiness, of purity, of sinless character or the quality of God==Here we see Jesus manifested in His sinlessness, His righteousness, His holiness,

so that He may judge in righteousness.
v-11-notice heaven and earth passed away--(so this throne is not the one He ruled from

        during the Millennium on earth--also it’s not in heaven--but evidently it is in an 

        intermediate place !)-

2 Peter 3: 7-13- says the heavens and earth are reserved until the day of judgment when

                         the elements shall melt with fervent heat.--(This coincides with v-9 of                                 this chapter which shows God destroying the lost after the Millennium.
                        He evidently destroys the whole world )-

v-12& 13-shows the Second Resurrection--because the dead have been raised to stand             before the throne of God and be judged.!!-

Now the dead are those who are unsaved-who have died from the time of Adam to the

destruction of the earth.==(they come from the sea, and the earth and the spirits from Hades-(or hell as K.J. says).
They receive new bodies--for their new environment --(since our bodies are made up of

 the elements of earth-they must remain on the earth).
--notice - “the books were opened and another book -the book of life-(here you have the

book of life and also the books of death )---and the dead were  judged from the books-according to what they had done”--(their names were not found in the book of life-)
The books contain their sins as well as other things-(a detailed account of their  lives -)-perhaps their opportunities--their age,  their ability-and other things perhaps that only the Lord knows--but one thing is for certain— “each person was judged according to what he had done”!! (v-13)---(and their memory will validate their recordings)-

Those whose names are recorded in the books will plead with God.  They’ll claim to have

had no chance to accept Christ.  Some will even claim to know the Lord and to have done many good things, but the Lord will show that the Book of Life does not contain

their name!
The book of life--is the book that contains the names of those whose judgment has already been paid for and the righteousness of Jesus Christ has cleansed their account !
They will have no part in this judgment !!-Hallelujah !!!!

V-14--death and Hades were cast into the Lake of Fire--which is the Second Death.

This is the final place of eternal punishment.
It is beyond all human comprehension --a place of suffering --remorse--and separation from God!!!

This is the Second Death-and the final sentence !!
V-15--makes a profound statement--If your name is not written in the Book of Life--you

   will be thrown into the Lake of Fire !!--and remember this--you don’t burn up and

   disappear --this is not a fire that consumes you--but a fire of torment!!
-(The scriptures teach degrees of happiness in heaven and degrees of punishment or

 misery in eternity.)
Those who have been given much--much is required and expected !

If we could look into the future--we would probably live our lives differently !!!

Rom 12:1 “I beseech you therefore brethren -that you present your bodies a living sacrifice -holy and acceptable to God--which is your reasonable service--”
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