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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JULY 8-12
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ROAR!
(ages 3 thru 7th grade)

DECORATORS
We need help decorating the
Church for our "Roar" theme
(African Safari). We will hold
decorating days on July 6,
9am-12noon,and on July 7 at
11:00am (after church).
PLEASE contact Sally or Miranda if you are interested
and/or have ideas.

This epic African adventure engages the
whole herd on July 8-12, 9am-12noon. At
Roar VBS, campers will explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith that
powers them through this “wild” life. Each
day at VBS, kids travel through hands-on
stations that reinforce Bible Points and immerse kids in new hands-on adventures. Let
the good times roar! Registration forms, volunteer sign-up sheets and needed supply
lists are in the Auditorium. You can fill out a
registration form (Auditorium) or register
online at vbspro.events/p/salemmoline2019.

**VBS CREW LEADERS**
VBS Crew Leader Training Night (8th grade adult) – July 1, 5:30-6:30PM
Join us for a mandatory Crew Leader Training
Meeting. This meeting is MANDATORY if you/
your teen wants to be a crew leader. Crew
Leaders lead children around from station to
station. At our meeting we'll go over:
+Program Overview
+Station Overviews
+The Daily Schedule
+Locations of the Stations
+Emergency Procedures

Church Council
President
Steve Morford
309-786-7032
Vice President
Jim Kernan
309-716-9531
Treasurer
Nancy Patterson
309-737-3821
Secretary
Rita Gustafson
309-721-4363

UPCOMING EVENTS
In addition to VBS week, plans are being made for the following events in July:
July 4—The Salem Office will be closed for Independence Day
July 8-12—VBS ROAR WEEK! Information is found on page 1.
July 9—Assistant Ministers meeting for all those who assist with our worship service. We will meet at 6:00 PM in the Church Library.
July 11—A new member orientation will be held for those wishing to join Salem.
The meeting will be held at 7:00 PM in the Library.

July 13&14—VBS Worship Services, when we sing our favorite VBS songs once
more. New members will also be received during these services.

Learning
Miranda Luder
309– 235-7263

July 17—Home Communion Minister’s meeting for those who are or desire to help
distribute communion to our homebound members. The meeting will be held at
6:00 PM in the Library.

Property
Rick Jones
309-912-3115

July 20&21— We welcome Laura Crumblehome as our worship musician!

Worship
Stephanie Elliott
309-428-8545

Service
Becky Leuck
309-945-8844
Stewardship
Suzanne Hann
309- 236-3902

July 21—A fundraiser meal after the 10:00 AM service is planned for Donna
Weeks to help her with medical expenses after her organ transplant. Watch for
more information about this in the Salem eNews and weekend announcements.
July 22-27—Leadership Lab at Augustana College, with Sally & Miranda helping
lead.
July 27&28—Jazz Worship Services, in conjunction with Bix Weekend.
July 28— A 9:30 AM coffee hour reception to honor Ilga Higbee, as we recognize
her retirement.
July 31—Salem Softball Night, with more information on Page 3.
Watch the eNews and weekend trifolds for changes and updated information!

Youth
Ben Klocke
309-799-5722
Matt Morrow
309-792-2248

Witness
Darlene Hann
309-797-2282

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

ATTENDANCE FOR JUNE

YTD as of 5/30/2019
5 PM

May 25/26
June 1/2
June 8/9
June 15/16
June 22/23
Avg. of all services

45
33
41
28
26

10 AM

49
71
62
50
66

Total

94
104
103
78
92

Income

$97,190

Expenses

$96,793

Difference

$397

UPCOMING EVENTS

SALEM-WILLARD OUTREACH
The Salem-Willard Outreach Committee will be collecting school supplies during the summer months for the
Willard School students’ 2019-2020 school year. Listed below are items we will be collecting. Deadline for the
collection is Sunday August 4, 2019 so the items may be sorted and delivered to Willard the week before
school starts. Thank you for your support!
High Priority Items: Expo Dry Erase Markers, Lysol Wipes, Boxes of Kleenex, Sweat pants (children’s
small and medium), Plastic Boxes for crayons. Additional items needed: Glue Sticks, Rulers, #2 pencils- Ticonderoga, Pocket folders- no prongs, Hand sanitizer, Box of washable Markers (classic Colors) Headphones (over the ear), Crayons -24 count, box of colored pencils, Zip Lock bags- Quart, Gallon, and sandwich
size, Wide rule Spiral Notebooks, 3”x5” Ruled Index Cards, 5”x& Ruled Index Cards

Salem Softball Night
Join Salem's softball team as we get
together for an evening of softball on
July 31 at 6pm. Be a player or join our
cheering section. New players welcome
for a laid back Night of softball and fellowship for Salem members and their
families/friends. We will divide into two
teams beginning at 6pm.

Members of the Salem Willard Outreach Committee
delivered lunch to the teachers and staff of Willard
School to celebrate teacher Appreciation.

Please make sure to bring gloves or
bats and your own lawn chair. The
game field is Riverside's Life Center
Diamond. (2420 41st Moline). It is located beside HyVee on avenue of the
cities and the fitness center. Tailgating
welcome :) Questions or comments
contact Sally Patterson.

FROM THE PARISH NURSE
Ways to Cure Confusing Medical Bills
67% OF INDIVIDUALS HAVE HAD AT LEAST ONE MEDICAL BILLING ISSUE
35% PAID BILLS THEY WEREN’T SURE THEY OWED
62% TOOK ACTIVE ACTION TO RESOLVE AND 57% HAD SUCCESS
61% TRIED TO MAKE SURE THE PROCEDURE OR VISIT WOULD BE COVERED
BY INSURANCE
Before you go to the doctor, and after you start getting those bills, follow these steps:
1) Know your health plan. Know your deductibles, coverage limits, and the network of providers. The plans can change every year and can be very complicated. Read the plan and find out
what it does and does not cover as well as the limits for treatments. Let your provider know if you
changed jobs or received a new card or if there is a secondary payer.
2) Try to stay in the network. Try to make sure your providers (doctor, therapists, referrals,
etc.) are in your network. Do not rely on the plan’s directory because it could be out of date! Call
the doctor’s office and give them your plan name and group number to confirm the doctor is in your
network. Get the person’s name and reference number you talked to so you can verify. Be sure
you know which hospitals take your insurance. IF YOU ARE ADMITTED TO THE HOSPITAL AND
ASKED TO SIGN A DOCUMENT OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, WRITE IN THAT YOU
AGREE ONLY IF YOUR CARE IS IN THE NETWORK. That will at least give you a basis for disputing bills later if you are charged out-of-network fees.
3) Scout prices in advance. Try to determine your charges in advance. It may not be easy
to find out but it’s worth a try. For example, a blood test at hospital was $1,500, but the same test
at lab was $270. To check prices in your area, start with your health plan website or your doctor.
Check out online sources at FAIR Health, Clear Health Costs, or Healthcare Bluebook, which determines prices in your area.
4) Wait for the real bill. Look to see what the insurance has paid and the amount that is
your responsibility. Then you should get another bill from the provider reflecting the insurance payment and amount due from you. The amounts should be the same. Keep your healthcare records
and receipts and statements organized.
(Continued on the next page.)

PARISH NURSE, CONT.
5) Address problems quickly. If you think it is not right, call the provider. Sometimes they put
in the wrong code or the insurance company had not received the bill. Ask the provider to resubmit
the claim with necessary corrections. If the insurance company says it is not covered go to the provider and they should help you because they will want to get paid. Most providers want to be paid in
60-90 days. So if you dispute, notify the office in writing. This will help delay things until you get it
straightened out and helps prevent time limit you can appeal denials to your insurance company
which could be 90-180 days. You can also go to your employer’s benefit department to see if they
will be your advocate. You have a right to a formal appeal with your insurer. Check the deadline on
your initial and denial claims. Include your medical records and letters from your doctor saying why
they disagree with the decision to deny. Reach out to the decision-makers and insurance regulators.
Bills can be sent to bill collectors if not handled correctly.
6) Consider negotiating. You can often get the provider to settle for 20% less or more if you
will pay them right away. If you are low income, ask for a reduced rate based on financial hardship.
An insurer’s preauthorization DOES NOT GUARANTEE THAT CLAIMS WILL BE COVERED. You
can contact a medical billing advocate (supervisor or head of billing department) and ask the hospital
for help because of significant financial hardship. The bill might be waived as well as the other providers’ bills. To get an advocate you can also go to Patient Advocate Foundation website or download
“My Resource” search app. If you are covered by Medicare contact your State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) which provides free one-on-one counseling for seniors. You can send a
copy of your dispute letter to the higher-ups in the hospital and insurance company and State
Department of Insurance or State Attorney General. Mention this in your appeal letter. Submit a
complaint with regulators in your state, use Consumer Reports, and the End Surprise Medical Bill site
at consumers union.org/insurance-complaint. You can also hire a medical billing advocate. Look for
one who offers a free initial consultation, get references, and ask about their experience with medical
billing. They usually charge $100 per hour but can save you in the end.
Why is it so complicated? The health care system is a patchwork of plans, government and private
with its own rules, deductibles and reimbursement levels, and codes. The wrong code, name,
spelling, and so many other things if not put in right can reject it. The more codes a provider can justify the higher the reimbursement. This is good information to have if you ever need it. Hang on to it!
Melody, Parish Nurse

FROM THE GREEN TEAM
Trees to heal Our SALEM nation
On our Green Team Banner, we have a small quote from the
bible embroidered around the trunk. It is from Revelations
and talks about Trees being for the healing of the nations.
Revelations 22:2 Through the middle of the street of the
city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves
of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
As it turns out, tree really do heal our nations in many ways
– below are 22 ways.
1. Trees combat climate change. Excess carbon dioxide
(CO2) is building up in our atmosphere, contributing to climate change. Trees absorb CO2, removing and storing the carbon while releasing oxygen back into the air. In
one year, an acre of mature trees absorbs the same amount of CO2 produced when you drive your car 26,000
miles.
2. Trees clean the air. Trees absorb odors and pollutant gases (nitrogen oxides, ammonia, sulfur dioxide and
ozone) and filter particulates out of the air by trapping them on their leaves and bark.
3. Trees provide oxygen. In one year an acre of mature trees can provide enough oxygen for 18 people.
4. Trees cool the streets and the city. Average temperatures in Los Angeles have risen 6°F in the last 50
years as tree coverage has declined and the number of heat-absorbing roads and buildings has increased.
Trees cool the city by up to 10°F, by shading our homes and streets, breaking up urban “heat islands” and releasing water vapor into the air through their leaves.
5. Trees conserve energy. Three trees placed strategically around a single-family home can cut summer air
conditioning needs by up to 50 percent. By reducing the energy demand for cooling our houses, we reduce
carbon dioxide and other pollution emissions from power plants.
6. Trees save water. Shade from trees slows water evaporation from thirsty lawns. Most newly planted trees
need only fifteen gallons of water a week. As trees transpire, they increase atmospheric moisture.
7. Trees help prevent water pollution. Trees reduce runoff by breaking rainfall thus allowing the water to flow
down the trunk and into the earth below the tree. This prevents storm water from carrying pollutants to the
ocean. When mulched, trees act like a sponge that filters this water naturally and uses it to recharge groundwater supplies.

8. Trees help prevent soil erosion. On hillsides or stream slopes, trees slow runoff and hold soil in place.
9. Trees shield children from ultra-violet rays. Skin cancer is the most common form of cancer in the United
States. Trees reduce UV-B exposure by about 50 percent, thus providing protection to children on school
campuses and playgrounds - where children spend hours outdoors.
10. Trees provide food. An apple tree can yield up to 15-20 bushels of fruit per year and can be planted on the
tiniest urban lot. Aside from fruit for humans, trees provide food for birds and wildlife.
(Continued on the next page.)

GREEN TEAM, CONT.
11. Trees heal. Studies have shown that patients with views of trees out their windows heal faster and with
less complications. Children with ADHD show fewer symptoms when they have access to nature. Exposure to
trees and nature aids concentration by reducing mental fatigue.
12. Trees reduce violence. Neighborhoods and homes that are barren have shown to have a greater incidence of violence in and out of the home than their greener counterparts. Trees and landscaping help to reduce the level of fear.
13. Trees mark the seasons. Is it winter, spring, summer or fall? Look at the trees.
14. Trees create economic opportunities. Fruit harvested from community orchards can be sold, thus providing income. Small business opportunities in green waste management and landscaping arise when cities value mulching and its water-saving qualities. Vocational training for youth interested in green jobs is also a great
way to develop economic opportunities from trees.
15. Trees are teachers and playmates. Whether as houses for children or creative and spiritual inspiration for
adults, trees have provided the space for human retreat throughout the ages. Sycamore and oak are among
the many urban species that provide excellent urban homes for birds, bees, possums and squirrels.
16. Trees bring diverse groups of people together. Tree plantings provide an opportunity for community involvement and empowerment that improves the quality of life in our neighborhoods. All cultures, ages, and
genders have an important role to play at a tree planting or tree care event.
17. Trees add unity. Trees as landmarks can give a neighborhood a new identity and encourage civic pride.
18. Trees provide a canopy and habitat for wildlife.
19. Trees block things. Trees can mask concrete walls or parking lots, and unsightly views. They muffle sound
from nearby streets and freeways, and create an eye-soothing canopy of green. Trees absorb dust and wind
and reduce glare.
20. Trees provide wood. In suburban and rural areas, trees can be selectively harvested for fuel and craft
wood.
21. Trees increase property values. The beauty of a well-planted property and its surrounding street and
neighborhood can raise property values by as much as 15 percent.
22. Trees increase business traffic. Studies show that the more trees and landscaping a business district has,
the more business will flow in. A tree-lined street will also slow traffic – enough to allow the drivers to look at
the store fronts instead of whizzing by.

Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2
9:30 Polka Band

Wed
3

10:00 Staff
Meeting

Thu
4
Independence
Day—Office
Closed

Fri

Sat

5
9:30 Green Team
Gardening

6
9:00am-12noon
VBS DecoratingAuditorium
5:00 Worship
Service

7
10:00 Worship
Service

8
9:00 am-12noon
Vacation Bible
School

After Worship
VBS DecoratingSanctuary
14
10:00 Worship
Service-VBS

15

22
Newsletter
Deadline

11:00 Dinner for
Donna Fundraiser
28
9:30 am Honor
Ilga Higbee
10:00 Worship
Service-Jazz
Service

10
9:00 am-12noon
Vacation Bible
School

6:00 pm Asst.
Ministers

11:00 Council
Meeting

21
10:00 Worship
Service

9
9:00 am-12noon
Vacation Bible
School

16
9:30 Polka Band
10:00 Staff Meeting
12noon Evergreens

17
6:00 pm Home
Communion
Meeting

23
10:00 Staff Meeting

24

30
9:30 Polka Band
10:00 Staff Meeting

12
9:00 am-12noon
Vacation Bible
School

13
5:00 Worship
Service-VBS

18
8:00 Maintenance Crew

19
9:30 Green Team
Gardening

20
5:00 Worship
Service

25
8:00 Maintenance Crew

26
9:30 Green Team
Gardening

27
5:00 Worship
Service—Jazz
Service

12noon Pastors
Text Study

Newsletter Collating

9:30 Green Team
Gardening

12noon Pastors
Text Study

11:00 Support
Group

29

11
9:00 am-12noon
Vacation Bible
School
12noon Pastors
Text Study
7:00 pm New
Member class

31
6:00 Salem
Softball Night

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
July

7/7

7/14

Readers

Ava Miller

Steve Morford

Communion

Frank & Karen Ege

June Piff

Assistants

Loryann Eis

Wayne Thompson

Assisting

Cathy Bigelow

Dick Fislar

Minister
Children’s
Moment
Altar Guild

7/21

7/28

Wendy Hilton-Morrow Nancy Patterson

Julie & Todd McCurdy

Linda Davidson
Linda Lundgren

Cathy Bigelow

Dick Fislar

Rene Robinson-Morford Kathy Hotchkiss

Nancy Patterson

Jim Kernan

Sally Patterson

VBS children

Pastor Randy Willers

Rene Robinson-Morford

Denise Gidel

Denise Gidel

Denise Gidel

Denise Gidel

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Walker Smith

7/1

Blake Tillberg

7/23

Kimberly DeJonghe, 7/2

Austin VanScoy

7/24

Marianne Moore

7/2

Christine Castle

7/26

Sarah Fausett

7/3

Summer Keenan

7/27

Kaiah Boudi

7/6

Timothy Stockhecke 7/30

Catherine Bigelow
Ann O’Klock

7/6
7/6

June Piff

7/7

Bianca Yuvan

7/9

Linda Czupka
Darlene Hann

7/13
7/13

Gordon Kinkead

7/15

Dominic Martinez

7/20

Emma Beierlein

7/21

Jeri Benson

7/21

Steve Hotchkiss

7/23

Linda Ontiveros

7/23

Salem Lutheran Church
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1724 - 15th Street
Moline, IL 61265
309-764-5614
E-mail: salem@salemmoline.org
Web: www.salemmoline.org

Change Service Requested
Saturday 5:00 pm
Worship with Communion
Sunday 10:00 AM
Worship with Communion
Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Rev. Dr. Randy Willers
309-292-0881
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EVERGREENS
Evergreens (Salem’s senior fellowship group) will be meeting at noon
on Tuesday, July 18th in the Auditorium to listen to a program from Trimble’s Funeral on funeral planning.
While we don’t usually like to discuss
our own passing, it is helpful to have
our wishes known and our plans made
out. The menu consists of BBQ sandwiches, Potato salad, Baked beans, Potato chips and dessert, all for $8.00.
Everyone is invited to join us!

