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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK…

“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in
the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”
--Isaiah 43:19
So it is no secret.
When I was called to St. Stephen’s UCC, one of the clear commissions to me was to help the winds
of the Holy Spirit blow fresh through the church, embracing years of tradition and ministry, yet
helping to reimagine who we are and, more importantly, who God is calling us to be as a people of
faith!
The mainline Protestant church of the 21st century is in many ways like our ancestors of faith
wandering in the wilderness. Attendance is declining, younger folks are turning away, commitment
levels are changing, finances are struggling—it is almost as if desert sands are beginning to grain by
grain dissolve the sense of church that existed in the 1960s and 1970s.
One of the facts recently shared by the Rev. Bill Worley of the Penn Southeast Conference is that
almost half if not more than half of the churches in the Penn Southeast Conference are moving to
part time pastors because they cannot sustain a full time ministry. The coming wave of religious
teaching is one of working together; thinking outside the box; sharing resources and growing
together from islands of isolation to connected households of faith.
The words of Isaiah have never been more true. The Holy Spirit is always renewing the church by
generations and that time is now ours. If you haven’t been in worship, you may not know that
through the summer, we have been doing some introspective study of who we are at St. Stephen’s
and how we have come to where we are today.
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The church gathered in worship has indicated that its core values are preaching and teaching,
worship, fellowship, community, encouragement for one another, and prayer. Drawing upon that,
we have begun to discuss the mission and purpose for which God has called St. Stephen’s UCC at
such a time as this. That conversation is ongoing. But clearly in our discerning has emerged the
theme of embracing God’s call to flow into the future bringing with us all that makes us a
community, but stretches us into new ways of engaging the neighborhood, rejuvenating our
worship, leaving behind conflicts and hurt feelings of the past, and seeking new ways to be faithful
in our mission and discipleship—to bring Gospel love to all who need to hear it.
God makes rivers in the desert and paths through the wilderness.
Our task is to be faithful; go where the Spirit leads; and pray.
So…an invitation. A simple one. Especially for you.
Especially for you if you have not been in worship or fellowship for weeks, months, or even years.
For whatever the reason.
September 10, 2017, is HOMECOMING SUNDAY at St. Stephen’s UCC.
Come Home. Worship is at 9:30 am.
During our service, we will pray for the Spirit’s guidance in celebrating our community and in
breaking down walls and doors to open the gift of the Gospel to all who need to hear it in familiar
and creatively new ways.
Behold, a new thing is springing forth among us.
From our church school, to our mission; from our worship to our music; in fellowship and in
service, the fresh winds of the Spirit are blowing.
May we open ourselves to receive them; to reach out in connection to other communities of faith
and to our neighbors around us, and build new paths and new ways for the Gospel to flow through
us.
Come and be part of this new beginning that GOD has already begun leading us into.
See you in church,

Pastor Jeff
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MUSIC MINISTRIES
In Appreciation
On August 13, 2017, Mrs. Jean Dager retired as our Director of Music after 65 years
of service and dedication to St. Stephen's UCC. Words cannot express our gratitude
for her gift of music.
We hope to honor Jean in a special service at some point in the near future. But to
say "thank you" now and let her know how we hope to stay connected with her,
please join in a card shower for her.
Cards of appreciation can be sent to:
Mrs. Jean Dager
c/o 1123 N 7th St.
Perkasie, PA 18944

Words of Welcome
On September 3, 2017, the Rev. John Binde will join us again as our Interim
Director of Music with a commitment through the fall. John comes to us with
many years experience playing the organ, piano, and other instruments, and
directing choirs of different types. He will be directing the Senior Choir through
the fall with a first practice on September 7, 2017.

Do you play an instrument?
Sing in the shower?
John wants to hear from you!
As we gear up for the fall, our Interim Director of Music is excited to
experience the talent of our church and hopes that if you play or sing (even
privately) you will reach out to John and let him know! From guitar to
woodwind to harmonica, all help to make a joyful noise of praise before our God!

Senior Choir:
The Senior Choir will rehearse for the first time with Rev. Binde on Thursday, September 7, 2017, at
7:30 pm. All voices (new and experienced) are welcome! If you are a teen and interested in singing,
we hope you will consider coming out too!
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EXTRA! EXTRA!
Seeking Handbell Ringers!
Are you in 5th Grade or Older?
An Experienced Bell Ringer or just curious?
We want YOU! For St. Stephen’s Bell Choir!
St. Stephen’s UCC’s Handbell Choir is organizing for 2017-2018! Under
the direction of our Interim Bell Director, Mrs. Eileen Ericsson our
handbell choir will begin anew this fall with a revamped playing
schedule and a new rehearsal night and time.

Eileen comes to us with 18 years of Handbell Experience as the director
of handbells for numerous ages at St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church in
Hatfield, PA. She is eager to meet our experienced bell ringers and
would like to invite new ringers to join in!

Under Eileen’s direction, the Bell Choir will lift an anthem of joy 6 times
through the 2017-2018 choir year and rehearse weekly on THURSDAY
nights from 6:30 – 7:30 pm, followed by Choir at 7:30 pm.

Rehearsals begin on October 5 at 6:30 pm.
If you are interested in playing or curious, please contact Eileen at
e388keys@comcast.net.
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Worship Notes: September 2017

September 3: Join us for the last Sunday of “Characters in Faith” as we
encounter Moses and reflect upon how his experience of faith calls us in
discipleship. All are welcome!

September 10: Homecoming Sunday/Rally Day
Jump back into the fall with us as we reflect upon remembering,
restoring, and renewing in the Spirit! Today our Faith Formation
classes resume with a special intergenerational program on
blessings and prayer. All are welcome!

September 17: Bring a Friend Sunday
Jesus calls us to FORGIVE…repeatedly; freely…and how hard it
is. Join us as we reflect upon FORGIVENESS as burden and
blessing. Bring a friend!

September 24: Laboring in the Vineyard
“It’s not fair!” Who said life was fair or a bowl of cherries? Come
and visit the laborers in the vineyard and let us discover the
meaning of grace and generosity.
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COLOR ME CHURCHED!
The church that Jesus Christ envisioned was a
kaleidoscope of people and ideas where we looked
different, came from different places, had various
families and family groups, and sought together to bless
one another, forgive one another, and build up one
another as disciples of Gospel Love. St. Stephen’s UCC
seeks to live into that vision! Help us “BE THE
CHURCH” as we literally color in a vision of the
kaleidoscope that is St. Stephen’s UCC. On the bulletin
board outside the kitchen you will find this poster and
markers. Please take time over the coming weeks and
help us to bring it to life in color! You are the church. Your coloring represents your unique
contribution to the body of Christ. Together, we color a vision for who we hope to be as a community
of God’s people!

BRING A STONE…BE A BLESSING…
On Sunday, September 10, 2017, following worship and Circle of
Sharing, we will gather as a community in Ehrhart Hall to reflect upon
prayer and blessing, and together we will create blessing stones for our
church and community.
How it works...
1. Through September 10, you bring stones and place them on the table outside Ehrhart Hall.
2. Join us on September 10 as we reflect on prayer and blessing and create blessing stones like those above.
3. Take a stone with you and gift it to someone by placing it on the edge of their yard, or putting it in a public
place.
We hope to create enough stones that we can distribute many and have some to place around the outside of the
church building as a blessing to the community.
All ages are invited to join us in this experience of faith formation on the Sunday we welcome God's faithful
"home" for the beginning of another church school year.
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FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES
Join us this fall…
Intergenerational Sunday School: Beginning on Homecoming Sunday, September 10 and
continuing through the end of the month, you are invited to join us
after Circle of Sharing in Ehrhart Hall for activities and sharing around
the themes of prayer and ways to pray and bring blessing. All ages
are welcome to participate. Our church school children will join us
with their families as together we learn and grow in
faith! Our first gathering will be creating Blessing
Stones...come check it out!

Coming in October: Children’s Church School
Our children ages 3 and up are invited to a colorful new approach to
Sunday School as we share stories of compassion from the Old
Testament through storytelling, conversation, coloring and activities.
All are welcome!

Confirmation: Confirmation will resume for its 2nd year in September meeting on the 3rd Sunday
of each month. Additional times to be scheduled. We are excited with the program we have in
place as our young people prepare for Confirmation in May 2018.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION:
Adult Bible Study will resume on Thursday, September 14, at a new
time: 9:30 am. Join us as we continue to study the book of Exodus.
Our next Study will be the Gospel of Mark.

Movie Discussion Nights will continue through the fall with our next
discussion movie in October. These are free movies and all are
welcome!
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6 -12 Grade
Fellowship and Service Group
On September 3, 2017, after worship and Circle of Sharing,
we would like to invite our 6th-12th grade teens to join us for
a brief conversation in Ehrhart Hall as we seek to establish
a meeting time for this group. Our advisors are Mark
Nogami, Bev Frantz, and Pastor Jeff. If you are a teen or
youth and would like to be part of the gathering, please plan to
join us briefly that day! Thank you.
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“BEING MORTAL”

Facilitated by the Rev. Stephanie Anne Thompson and Pastor Jeff, join us as we view this PBS
special and engage in conversation around the practices of caring at the end of life. There are two
opportunities being offered:
Wednesday, September 13, 2017
Thursday, September 14, 2017

10:00 am to 12 noon
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm

Ehrhart Hall
Ehrhart Hall

FRONTLINE follows renowned New Yorker writer and Boston
surgeon Atul Gawande as he explores the relationships doctors
have with patients who are nearing the end of life. In
conjunction with Gawande’s new book, Being Mortal, the film
investigates the practice of caring for the dying, and shows how
doctors — himself included — are often remarkably untrained,
ill-suited and uncomfortable talking about chronic illness and
death with their patients.

MISSION

On Saturday, September 30, 2017, from 9 am to 12 noon, St. Stephen’s UCC will host a Pedals for Progress
Bike and Sewing Machine collection drive.
Pedals for Progress takes bicycles new, used, or well worn and
refurbishes them, transporting them to countries where they
will then impact the life of someone by becoming their primary
mode of transportation and travel to and from work.
Bicycle donations can be brought to St. Stephen’s beginning the
week of September 3rd. A $10 donation to cover shipping costs
for the bike is requested. Bikes can be brought during office hours and will be stored until the day of the
collection.
We are in need of 4-6 volunteers for the day of the collection. If you are willing to help, please contact
Nancy Rourke. Processing the bikes is simple task and no experience or advanced skill is needed.
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Coming in October….
World Communion Sunday
St. Stephen’s will celebrate communion on October 1st, World Communion Sunday, as Christians
around the world gather to observe our unity in the Body of Christ. As we partake of the meal of
grace, please remember the needs of others by bringing food donations for the Pennridge Area FISH
food pantry. You may drop off your donations at the Sixth Street entrance to the sanctuary. We will
also receive offerings for Neighbors in Need, one of four special collections taken for Our Church’s
Wider Mission.

IMAGINING ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE
Neighbors In Need
Special Mission Offering
Communion Sunday
October 1, 2017
A special offering will be received for Neighbors in Need on Sunday, October 1st. NIN is one of
four special mission offerings of Our Churches Wider Mission supported by St. Stephen’s every year.
NIN offerings go to support ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States and
Puerto Rico. One-third of the NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministries
(CAIM).
Two- thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a
variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.

Save the Date:

33rd Annual Pennridge CROP Walk
for the Hungry
Sunday, October 8, 2017

Current Needs List at Pennridge FISH Food Pantry:
Feminine Hygiene Products, Laundry Detergent, Bar Soap, Toothpaste and Toothbrushes,
Mayonnaise, Knorr (style) Pasta and Rice Sides, Macaroni and Cheese, Stuffing Mix, Gravy
and Broth, Cake and Brownie mix, Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate.
Pet Food is also needed. Many of our families have beloved pets, so we are now distributing
donated pet foods at the pantry. If you have a heart for animals, please consider dropping off
cat or dog food and treats to the pantry. We have seen many clients in tears when they find
that we provide food for their pets, too!
\
FISH also accepts fresh produce. If you have a backyard garden and would like to donate
produce or flowers to the families in need, we will be happy to accept! All garden produce
donations may be brought to the pantry during pantry hours.
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INTER-FAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK
MISSION PROJECT ~ August 2017
We would like to extend many “Thank You’s “ to those of you who volunteered in August for St. Stephen's IHN
mission project. Our guests really seemed to enjoy our hospitality, thanks to the people who prepared
delicious meals, stayed overnight, provided transportation, did laundry and many other tasks that helped to
make their stay as enjoyable as possible. We know that everyone’s time is full to the brim, and we feel grateful
that you added this worthy mission project to an already busy life. We feel that taking part in this wonderful
mission project is a truly enlightening and humbling experience. We hope that all of you came away with a
positive feeling and that you will be willing to help again next August. We also want to thank those people
who supported the IHN mission project by donating money or supplies.
Living Hope Community Church in Dublin partnered with us this year and covered the meals,
transportation and overnight volunteers for the first half of the month. Their help has been greatly
appreciated. We are also grateful for the help we received from St. Paul’s and St. Andrew’s volunteers.
We apologize for any inadvertent omissions, but given the many changes that occurred throughout the
month there is a possibility that someone was not mentioned.

Love in Christ, The IHN Coordinators
St. Stephen's UCC
Kevin & Sharon Argue
Deb Bargione
Dave & Elfriede Benner
Dave Boone
The Camburn Family
Ed & Pat Donahue

Dottie Egan
JR Hager
Sparkie Heckler
Brenda Hibbs
Carol Horrocks
Monroe & Barb Hunsberger

Frank & Kathy Krystyniak
Mary Landes
Curtis Mann
Bob & Judy Ockenfuss
The Rimmer Family
Jim & Eileen Rinehimer

Nancy Rourke
Ken & Marilyn Schaefer
Merle & Eileen Schuster
Mary Sine
Jeff & Colleen Trauger
Pastor Jeff Wargo
Terry Weirback

Living Hope
Jessa Baum
Kim Bloom
Jim Bologna
Susan Carpenter
Diane Check
Suzanne Creelman
Liz Doughterty
Emily & Walt French
Neil & Sue Hange
Kathy Hansen

St. Andrew's
Deb Kantner
Ann Wright

Evan Harrington
Patti Ivins
David & Mary Ann Jones
Dick Landt
Ellen Litzenberger
Jim Martin
K. McConnell & Family
T. McGinnis & Family
Ann Miller
Andrea & Austin Moser

Nancy Nevins
Jean Nixon
Gail Pesci
Tami Polichetti
Bill Reca
Clarice Rohrman
Doug Rohrman
Allan Schlier
Pat Schuck
June Seith

St. Paul's
Ellen Clark
Lucille Moore

Marcia Simcox
Collette Smale
Brian Thompson
Barb Ulrich
Peter Ulrich
Kathy Ventresca
Margie Williams
Ann Wright
Bethani Wright
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND FELLOWSHIP
FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT: Saturday, September 23, 2017

6:30 pm

Free Popcorn is provided.
Bring your favorite beverage.
Disney's animated classic takes on a new form, with a
widened mythology and an all-star cast. A young prince,
imprisoned in the form of a beast, can be freed only by
true love. What may be his only opportunity arrives when
he meets Belle, the only human girl to ever visit the castle
since it was enchanted.

A Pins and Pizza Gathering...
The people who pray together, should play together…
Rescheduled from August:
Join us for a fun time of fellowship and food as we share in a time of bowling and then enjoy a pizza
lunch!
For our young families with children in church school; our youth in confirmation; our 6th-12th graders
interested in the Fellowship and Service Group, our teens and those who feel young at heart.
When? October 14, 2017 11:00 am
Where? Earl Bowl Lanes in Quakertown (near Walmart)
$10 per family includes 2 hours of bowling and shoes. A pizza party follows at Frank's Trattoria. Sign up by
September 30th. Payment due on September 7th.
Sign up outside Ehrhart Hall or email the office with family name and number attending.
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Thank you for buying my lemonade.
I raised $325.00 for Bethany
Children’s Home.
Janya Wesley

Congratulations to Kristin White and
Chris Gilliland who were married on
July 30. Kristin is the daughter of
Mike and Lucy White and the
granddaughter of June Cressman.
The couple resides in Maryland.
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
09/02
09/04
09/05
09/07
09/08
09/09
09/11
09/14
09/16
09/17
09/19
09/20
09/21
09/23
09/24
09/25
09/26

Dear St. Stephen’s Members, Choir
and Pastor Jeff:
Thank you for all your kindness
during my hospital stay. Thanks for
the altar flowers, the planter from the
choir, cards and a visit from Pastor
Jeff.
I am home now, but will have
to have surgery in the near future.
Thanks again,
Paulette Wimmer

09/28
09/29

Kathy Krystyniak, Sharon McConnell
Betty Hentz, Holly Ketterer
Joyce Rosenberger
Kyle Miller, Quentin River
Kristen (Beck) Warden
Caryln Cressman, Darlene Scholes,
Augusta Long, Rosalie Argue
Jewel Rufe
Julian Wimmer
Truman Althouse, Janet Hager
Elsie Detweiler, Norman Godshall,
Joseph Parker, Donna Sacks
Lauren Riddick
Kayla Hager, Avery Beidler
Kathryn Price, Joan Suess
Bryan Argue, Brooke Wieder
Ruth Carver, Robert Ockenfuss,
Julie Camburn
Mark Frederick, Nancy Gerhart,
Gregory Cuff
Lisa Wright
Stephanie (Nyce) Madison
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Kids Stuff

:
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St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street
Perkasie PA 18944
Return Service Requested

Time Sensitive Materials
Mailed: August 31, 2017
Please visit our website at
www.thessperkasie.org
for the latest information from St. Stephen’s
UCC.
St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street, Perkasie, PA 18944
215-257-6460
www.thessperkasie.org
Facebook: Saint Stephens UCC, Perkasie PA
Instagram: StStephensucc
Twitter: @Stephensuccperk
Email: office@thessperkasie.org
Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo - Pastor
Email: pastor@thessperkasie.org
Office Hours: Tuesday 9am – 12 noon
Patricia Kimbel – Office Administrator
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:15am – 2:15pm

St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
Sunday, September 10, 2017
Homecoming Sunday
Worship 9:30am
~

