
The Archive of American Journalism 
Mark Twain Collection 

 
 
San Francisco Daily Morning Call 
July 11, 1864 
 
 

Another Chapter in the Marks Family History 
 
Samuel Marks had Dora Marks and Henry Wood before the Police Court yesterday, 

charged with assault and battery. The plaintiff said that Dora and Henry came into his shop, on 
Washington street, last Tuesday, and, without saying a word as to how they came there, knocked 
him into a senseless condition by blows on his head. Henry testified that he saw the fair Dora 
enter Samuel’s shop, and shortly after he heard a clatter as if heaven and earth were bumping 
together, and running down to Samuel’s doorway, and standing by the door-sill because he had 
no right to enter the premises, he saw Samuel hit the lamb-like Dora a slap on the sconce with a 
tailor’s press board, and instantly after a huge pair of shears came flying at him. Before he could 
dodge them, they partially scalped his cranium, causing a plentiful flow of the ruby, and he 
thought that he had better prospect in other diggings not so dangerous, and left. The meek and 
war-worn Dora sat like a penitent Magdalen, and had nary word to say, and the austere decision 
of the Judge was that the respective defendants, Henry and Dora, do appear in that Court this 
day, and receive sentence for their crimes. 

 
(Source: Twainquotes.com, http://twainquotes.com/18640611.) 
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